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PREFACE 


S 


Sound opinions, accnrato juJ^nieTit, and complete formation * 
on every loi>ie dealt with, so (jharlea Marvin’fl writiuga 

from ttioi?e of the hof^t of his contemporaries that it is only doing a 
public service to rpficuo from their ophomeral resting place in the 
eolmnns of a dailj'newspaper tho lot lors which constituto tho pre¬ 
sent volume, it is trao that at the titno oC publication in tha 
Afortiiiiir Marvin^i^ weekly contributions were eagerly looked 

for and w idely read. Jiut not many aniotig tho million have tho 
time or iuelinutityi to gather and collaio for personal use mafermU 
publjsbod at intervals and in disconnected form. Those therefore 
wljo read tlic letters when they originally appeared will wolcomo 
their ro-issne, whilst the work will bc^ of great value to succeeding 
general ions of si atesiineu, [)olitical students and writers, who can 
readily learn hfarvin’s views on tlie important and diverse subjects 
toiu^hed ujNon^feoino at considerable Jenglli—embodying as they do 
the reflect ions in diem of one w ho was ackuowlcdgcil, by 

those fjualifu'd to judge, to be tho greatest authority of his timo on 
(Central Asian and Ilnssinn affairs* 

For eonvomotice, the book is divided into five parts, and, 
BO far us ia possiljlo without interfering whh the contest or 
needlessly mutilating each separato eompuinication, tho classi¬ 
fication is stiic If)'. followed. The nciual chronological aequonco of 
the letters is thus im:LVoii]:ibly tliseardcfij but it is carefully adhered 
to in the divisional arrangement, and whonevor a portion of 
on article is frunslhm'd to a scetjoii other than that in which 
the major part appears tho date is profiitod. Owing to the versatility 
of Adiirviu's pen and to the numerous q[uc3tionB with vthichlie 
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was 30 coinpctont to cloiil, itw^Ls found impossiblo to do tnord 
than classify his letters in a broad and generic manner. The hook 
has been carefully Indexed, affording ready reference to all passages 
relating to particular persons^ places or events. The biograpbical 
sketchy insutticient though it may well be deemed, supplies at least the 
s nliont dctiiils of Marvin*3 remarkable and all too short career. An 
attempt is also made in the concluding article, reproduced by kind 
porniission of tbo publishers of fcho Calcutta to diagnofl© 

his place among contemporary writers on Central Asia and Rnssia^ 
and to allot to him sojne at least of the honour so grudgingly 
besiowod during his life-time for the great and lusting services ho 
rendered to England and to' Englij^hinen. 


Tiik Ed iron. 


Allahabad^ StpUmler^ 1891 y 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PARTICUJLARS 

HARLES MAEIVJN was bom at PJamstead^ Jane lOtb, 
IH^4. Hw father was a marino eiigiaoflr cm-ployorl in 
Wf>olwu;h Doekyard. la 1800, when the donkyard was on. 
U)!^ powiL of boing closed, Mr. Heofi the eminent engiim^T, 

made cnqiiirias at the Admiralty for soine ofio to ^o ont to Russia 
te bocome ftssistaut to his son, iben inanai^er of J3aird*s Engmeenng 
Works at St. rotorsbnrg. Mr. Miirvin was rocomineadod anJ 
went out alone. The fbtlowm;^ year bo was joined Ifr Hs family, 
and iu this maniiur Charles Marvin, then sukMU^ first made bis 
accjuaintanee with Russia* 

Baird’s Works occupy tho greater portion of an island at the 
mouth of the river Nova* An English oobny, of foremeu, ete., 
engaged at the e-itablishfnent, occupied the pleasantest part of 
tbo island Bovcfcal thonsand workmeTi wore omployod in 
mannfaeturmg marine engines for men-of-war, giin carriages for 
the forts at Cronstadt and olsewhero, and htusH cartridges for tho 
army. At*Baird’s, were turnod oat the onginos of the tamons ironclad 
f^Fter the GraSt, and the circular ironclads or Popoffkas, twenty or 
thirty torpedo boats employed on the Danube, and a variety of river 
craft for the Neva and Volga* The Grand Duke Constantine, 
Aihniral PopofT and naval officers of various grades were cop* anally 
at the works, and Charles Marvin’s father was constantly at the 
Admiralty* During the fifteen years’ stay of Mr* Marvin at 
Baird’s—'of which for a [lorjed ho was manager—Charles Marvin 
had every opportunity of gaining an insight into^the Russian navy* 
Whatever objections the Rugaiaus might have niiw, Siey did not 
miud then, ahoy of sixteen roaming about the fOrts of Oronstadt 
while the workmen from Baird’s were fitting up the gun carriages, 
and the officers vnero pleasetl to show one so inquisitive, all that was 
iuterestiag in the Russian defences, as well on shore as afloat. 

Tho first six months wore spent in '^picking up the langnago*' 
and roaming about St* Petersbnrg, until Charles Marvin got to 
know every nook and corner of it sci, well that old residents did not 
hesitate to use blip as guide. It was during this period that he 
acquit^d a lovo of St. Petersburg that nevt^r deserted him* “1 look 
upon a second home/’ he says. ‘‘Itis always a pleasnre to pay 
it a visit, and mix again with my many Russian friends/* 
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In Hassia It U tbo custonif wLere tber« iii only oa« boy in the 
familyi to uJopi another as companion, and not infrequently one of 
foreign extraction in choaen* Early in the aprmg succeeding Cbarlee 
Marvin'^a arrival in Koaeia^ a proposal was mii&e that he should 
become for a few years, the companion of the son of a colonel of 
ibe Imperial Cnirasaier Guards^ who was also the head of the 
bodyguard of the £nlpress* A Kussian professor, together with 
other teachers, was to give iostmction to both, and in return 
Harvin was to talk English to his companion, besides having his 
education extended, he was to be well supplied with pocket money 
ip share the pleasures of the family. The proposal was accepted, 
and immedtately afterwards he set out with the family for Tumbolf, 
where the colonel had extensive estates and a large stud of horses-— 
the colonel furnishing remounts for the regiment to which he be¬ 
longed. Fur several years Marvin led what he calls the '"life 
of a lap-dog.'* Whether living at St* Petersburg, or on the 
Tamboif estates, or traveUing about the country, nothing was 
allowed to interfere with our enjoyment^ and everything was 
done to make me forget that I was not a boru Uussiau nor an 
actual member of the family/* Colonel Volykofl' was the lucky 
possessor of a cook who would have made any London club fauLous. 
While a serf, he had been sent successively to France, UeriiULny, 
Austria and Italy, to become a thorough European master of the 
culinary art, and could turn out 865 different dinners every year, 
in a manned that was tlie envy of otheP Russian aristocratic house¬ 
holds. Viisilli is au old man now, but whenever J go to litisahi 
ho is never happy until I have partaken, to an outrageous extent, of 
the hospitality of his kind master.*' The Yolykoffs belonged to an 
old noble family that has furnished many a famous name to 
Russian military annals, and the priacipal friends of the colonel 
were naturally military men. in this manner, for a considi^rable 
period, Marvin was thrown as much among military men us he was 
among naval men at Baird*s. No other writer has thus had euch op¬ 
portunities of becoming acquainted witli the character and sentiments 
of the Russian adminisfration. Schuyler went to Russia os consul, 
and saw only the’outside of Russian official life* Even Sir Donald 
Wallace lived only for a short time among some Russians us a 
foreign friend. In the case of Marvin he waS for year a the 
adopted child, ao to say, of a Russian family, living their family life, 
sharing their joys and sorrows, and enjoying every opportunity of 
acquiring itie sentiments of the Russian army in regard .to England 
and India. The kindness he experienced duting this period made 
dn impression that time failed to efface. Whenever be considered 
Russia right, he always declared her innocence, and advocated its 
recognition by England, and over and over again in his works he 
said that if he were not an Englishniaii be would gladly be a Russian, 
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so n.doh did he admire the people and beUera In the great destiny- 
awaiting their empire* He shared to the fullest their hatred of tlie 
Germans, and was an enemy to alt projeots for aggrandising Ger¬ 
many at the expense of Bussia* Living the life of a lap-dog was 
pleasant, but did not open up the ^eer Charles Manrin was bent 
on—jonrnatisin and literature. In 1674 he ^nt an occasional 
letter or two to the Echo^ but dropped the connection for a fort¬ 
nightly letter to tho Qloh9. The following year^ finding the snow- 
glaro accompanying Russian winters seriously affecting his oyea^ he 
decided upon returning to Englanrt. Before doing so, he tooJc • 
one more jburney across Russia to the Ural monntaina, and spent 
the summer in the Soulhern Ural districts, Orenburg and the 
Kirghfe steppes* 

Marvin arrived in London in October 1675* with the aim of 
devouiig himself entirely to journalism sCnd literature. Thcmonient 
selectoil was not a very favourable one. The Rasaiafia were doing 
nobly in Central Asm* and their policy in Europe attracted little in¬ 
terest. The newspapers, therefore, did not care for contributions 
about Russia, and at the end of six months he found himsetf with 
a box full of rejected articles, a diminishing purse, and no headway 
whatever made in joiirtiahsm. Like most journaUsts he was 
unconsciously serving that apprenticeship essential to success in 
newspaper matter.^. Much writing is ne^ed to make a man master 
of hia pen. ^ 

“ Literature is a very good walking stick, but a very bad 
crutch,'^ IlEfting no private fortune, it was essential to replenisb 
hia almost exhausted purse somehow, At this juncture some one 
suggested to him to do temporary work as a Government copyist 
at ICI pence an hour. The work, he was assured, was light ; some 
copyists made £2 or £3 a week, and while unlike other non-literary 
pursuits, it would not exhaust him and leave him unfit for journalism 
at night \ it would enable him to get an insight into the inner life 
of the public departments—knowledge that mtgh^ afterwards prove 
useful to him* So Marvin attended the next e^fanunalion, passed 
it, and was at once appointed to the Custom House, where he spent 
six months preparing the annual revetine s^tistica for Parliament* 
From here he was removed to the Post Office, serving in several of 
the departments there l then to Somerset House, where he acted os 
registrar of unlicensed dog prosecutions. This was his easiest place 
—his attendance not being required until half-post 10, and per¬ 
mission beihg given him to leave at 5 in the afternoon on most 
days; thereby giving him plenty of time for a work on which 
he was engaged— Tht Empire of the English. After a few months, 
however, a reorganization swept the copyists out of Somerest 
House, and he was sent back to the Custom House* By this 
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time the revolt in Bulgaria had commeDcedj and public interest 
in Ilussia canned a demand fot* Kussiau contributions, t^aon 
Marvin was so busy that he resigned his position at the Oostom 
Hoase^ and while, for prudential reasons, ho did not have his name 
removed from the register of the Givi] Service Cornmiasion, he 
requested the authorities to pass him over in favour of other 
cyjyists for the present. A few months later, ho we veri a special 
oner was made to hko of an appointment as copyist at the Foreign 
Office, Only one copyist was appointed at that department ; he 
was informed the houi-s were from 12 to fl, which left his mominga 
free^ and the work was so light that sometimes the copyist had noth¬ 
ing to do for weeks together, Itccognisiug tliat tho appointment would 
give him a unique opportunity of studying the memod of conducting 
loreign affairs—a knowledge possessed by no writer in the Press, 
Marvin at onco accop^^ed the offi^r and took up his duties in the 
Treaty Department, Ilere hia work consisted in copying treatios, 
preparing letters of introduction to embassies abroad, writing out, for 
the Quoen’s signature, Her Majosty^s letters to foroign potentates, 
and other similar correspondence* Many of the letters wore in 
French and German, and had to be translalod as wall as copied* 
Extra pay for the latter increaseil tho official wage of ten pf^nce au 
hour from dOs. to £2 or ,£2-10 a week. At the sumo time he was 
making £10 or £15 a week by his articles on Uussin, in the 
liondon newspapers* 

Nearly six months passed. Marvin had learnt nearly all that 
he could loa^Ti in regard fo the administration of tho Fiirc^n Office 
and had become connected with so many newspapers that he decided 
to resign the cofiyist*s position again. Only one newspaper knew 
ol his connection witli the Foreign Offieo^tho Globe —and beyond 
recording for it the visits of tho ambassadors (an item of neivs that 
paid for nis dinner every day)j he bad made no attempt to “exploit’’ 
his position iu the least. Hovi'ever, the very wtKjk he had timed aj* 
the last ho would domain at the Foreign Office an event occurred 
which subaoiiuentlSr provoked a world-wide flcnsation- 

■t 

Returning to the Treaty Department after lunch one day in May 
ISTS he found the two officials hard at work on uedooument which 
they informed him was a compromise arrived at between England and 
Russia in regard to ovents in Turkey. Tho document woe a printed 
one, '* printed for use of the Cabinet only.’* Xt consisted of two 
agreemenU, printed on separate sheets of foolscap* Mr. March, 
the bead official, was copying one; Mr. Irving, bia aseisiant, 
another* The written copy waa to be in duplicate—on treaty 
paper: both to bo signed by Schouvakff and Salisbuiy j one heing 
lent to Russia and one kept ut the Foreign Office* Schonvolon 
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was impatiently wailing to sign the agreement and send hii copy oflF 
to Russia by the uighi’a mail. 

To hurry matters Marvin was askod to copy the shorter agree¬ 
ment in duplicater and when ho had finished he assisted Mr. Marcli 
in comparing his copy with the original. In this inEinner ho be* 
came aware of the contents of the documontsj to whieh however 
no secrecy was attached, as it was understood that Salisbury was 
to go down to tho House and muko a statement that night, while 
the full text was to be sent to the Tim^t as a reward for supporting 
the Government. 

If^the Times was to publish the full text m the momiag, why 
not the a summary overnight? In the l^ull belief that Lord 

Salisbury had *gono down to tho House to make a statement which 
be thought he might onticipatc by half an hour or an hour, Marvin 
proceeded to the Ghhe ofHce, and wrote out a summary of tho 
agreement. Tliis was issu^^d in an " extra s]^eciaL” The common 
impression that Marvin Sfcokos'd'* tho “agreement,'' end wrote out 
tho whole document from memory ia an error. He simply fui> 
nished a summary* '‘Tho Olnhe^'^ he siiys, ''hajd done me many good 
turns, and I gave it the summaiy from a desire to do it a good 
tiii'n before leaving the Foreign Oiheet If Lord Salisbory ha^l 
the right to give the full text to tho Tinus the next morning, I 
felt there could be no very grout public wrong done in letting the 
have a summary ovftrnight” But the nest Hfiorning^ to 
Marvin's con|fcrnatjon, the l^imes published no full text, ond no 
statement hnid been ultertnl in tho House. The Conser\^tive Press 
also denounced tho summiry us a c^nat'd^ and declared Bngland 
could never have niado such concession to Ras?iia. Strangely 
enough tilc clerks assembled at tho Foreign Office without having 
seen tho discloauro in the Glohe^ and it was not until after Inncheon 
hour that an agitatian spread through tho placo. Lord Salisbury 
anii Count Schonvaloff had violently quarrelIc^d, ^h accusing the 
other of having disclosed the news; while Downing Street resound¬ 
ed with tho rattlo of carriages containing dipltunatisfe hastening 
to aseertaiQ if the tnformution was correct* 

Then folloi^ed Salisbury’s denial that any secret treaty had 
been signed, and the public reviled the GloJ^e as a disseminator of 
false newSi An appeal was made to Marvin to put things right. 
Anxious to remove the reproach from the Globe^ he thought of 
resigning his post and then making a statutory declaration as to 
what had occurred* It was feared^ however, that Lord Salisbury 
would persist in his denial* The surest way was to publish the 
full text* But there were only two copies in existence—one had 
gone to Russia and Lord Salisbury had the other. It might be a 
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matter of mouths before a copy of the fall text could be obtaiuedf^but 
Marvin swore he would never leave Uie Forei^ Office tiUhe bod got it, 
and roti'Jeved the roputatioa of the Globe. MeaawhUe^ he supported 
what Inul appeared ia the Globe by articles and paragraphs in other 
newspapers. Among them was the Morning Advertiser^ to which he 
had Ireen contributing for more than a year> The paper was a Con^ 
servative one, and hm\ taken a fidse line in declaring that no Con^ 
.servativo Gavenjinosit vrould ever be ao cowardly ns to surrender 
Kars and Baton m* Marvin wrote to the editor. Captain Ham her, a 
letter markedprivate and confidential/' informing him that the 
surrender really had been made, aud described the document in an 
article which Hamber inserted as, From our St Petersburg cor¬ 
respondent.'* This letter Captain Hamber published, and changed 
the tone of his leaderii. ' * 

I 

A fortnight later the' Berlin C^ongress assembled. One eve¬ 
ning Marvin appeared at the Globe office with a pocket, and handing 
it to the sub-editor exclaimed “The reputation of the Globe is 
retrieved ; here is the Full Text.” The treaty was in French. 
Marvin took it home and made a translation of it, aud the next 
morning corrected both before they appeared in the paper. Then 
he went down to the Foreign Office to await the hurrlcaire that 
would blow that afternoon. In an hour'^s time every M. P, was 
scanning the sensational three colutnns in the and Lord 

Iddesleigh,confused an<l faltering, wasponfeflsmg that the Fiill Text 
represontetf what had been nctimlly signed by Salfsbury arwt 
t^chouvaloffi Who had had tlie audaci^ to publish ^he Treaty ho 
could not tell. The whole afternoon the Foreign Office was in a state 
of agitation and distress, and for a week afterwards the discloiuro 
was the chief topic of the Press, every possible surmise being 
haaarded a.s to how the Full Text came to appear in print. 

In all probability the secret would have been as well kept as 
the secret of the % Cabal Correspondence ” subsequently published in 
the Standard, but.for a rare instance of editorial faithlessness^ The 
sensation afthe djsolosuro was just beginning to subside when the 
sub-editor of the' GMe convoyed a message to Marvin to meet 
him on the Thames Erhbankmont, and on his arriyat bade him pre¬ 
pare for the arrest^ as Captain Hamber, the editor of the Mcrning 
Advertiser, was going to play the part of a common informer and 
send his letter, ^though marked private and confidential,” to the 
Government—in fact he had already done so, and the letter was 
subsequently produced at Bow Street. To Marvin it seemed almost 
incremble that an officer and a gentleman should be guilty of such 
an act, but the warning was not one to be disregarded, and proceed¬ 
ing home he prepared for the worst by packing up his private 
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pap^£ and fjcading Ihemawaj toa-iMifo place. Within an lioiti ol" 
thb being done d^toctives were alreaily watching lib house^ and 
maintained a supervision of his movements untit u weeJt later, when 
he was placed under arrest* 

Meanwhile, nothing had been said at the Foreign Office, and it 
was not until the case came on at Bow Street that Marvin learnt 
that ho was charged with appropriating « copy of a document that 
was not missing. The prosecution collapsed at oucc, wlieii this was 
proved to be the case— llr, Vaughan, tbc mngistrute, himself ad¬ 
mitting Uie hiadvertcut character of the lilsctosuro in the following 
words ;—" I confess I was very much struck at first with M'hat 
appear^ a breach of trust committed by Mr* Marvin in givingthe 
Oiabe tlie summary of the Anglo-liussiun agreement, but if the 
defendant had been made aware, and it iippeara now from what Mr. 
IrviDg'* (assistant chief of the Treaty' Department) “ gays that 
there was good reason for him to believe so — that the* information 
would be pnblUhcd the following morning in tho papers—it would 
not appear ex.traordinary that In^ sliould seek to auf.icipate the pubh- 
cation by conveying the inforination the Siiine evening to the Oigbo 
newspaper*^' 

In ft word, tho disclosure was the result of a misconception. 
Had Marvin been told it was to be hcfit seeretj it would not have 
been diaeloacd ; but he was tuM it was to appear in full in the Times 
the next morniug, and he ^atitiidpaieil doing no grout harm in 
giving the which had been alwajs very kiml to him, a Burn- 

mary overnight* But tho Treaty Department officials were wrong j 
i^fllisbiiry and jSelioxivuIoff meant to keep the ngroement secret from 
Austria ; hence the Hcnsation, tlie anger of tho (iovernmont, and the 
mad rush at au tll-odviscd proseeution, intended to ruin Marviu 
and the Globe at the same time. 

While exonerating Marvin from nny hrench of confidence in 
; tho summary, Mr* Vaughan exprepaed the opiniou that 
ought not to have published the Full Tpxt. Oft this point 
opinions will differ. The Giobe held that its refutation having 
suffered b)r Lord Salisbury declaring the summary to bo false news, 
it had a right to feply by publishing the Full Text of the document. 
Both by Marvin and the Globe the publication was regarded entire¬ 
ly in tho light of a rejoinder* There were plenty of newspapers that 
would have given afar higher sum for the Full Test than tJie Globe 
could afford to give, and as a matter of fact tho amount actnally 
given, £20, was looked upon by l>oth parties as a uoininal figure* 
The Globe^ of course, bore tho expense of defending Marvin, 
proaecutioD cost the country, according to a Government report sub¬ 
sequently 'issued, £70. 


publishing 
the Globe 
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Beyond rosijjaing bis appointment at the Foreij^ii Office^ and 
hia connection with the Morning AdceHU^^ the'outastropbe in 
Downing Street made no cliifqrenoe to Marvin's operations, in so far 
as his Freas connection remained nnaltarod, but it rendered his path 
difficult for several years,. In France nothing kilts a man like 
ridieulo ; in England to be bold up as a poor adventurer is to 
block a political earner. Marvin bad been described by Mr, Poland 
as a** menial/' at the Foreign Office, receiving 10 pence an hour, 
and Mr. Vaughanp in stopping the case, kad prevonbed Mr, George 
Lewis pointing out in the defence that Marvin was a Russian 
achohr and traveller with a Prosa income of £400 or £500 a year. 
There was consequently a tendency to look upon Marvin as only a 
poor devil of a copyistj auJ to this tendency, which deprived bis 
opinions of woiglitj was added the animosity of the 'whole ('onsor* 
vativo Press, angry at the disastrous vireakcntng the Government had 
oiperiencod by the disclosure of^tho secret Treaty, Smarting at the 
attempt to crush him, Marvin struck cut fiercely in his first book, 
Our Public Officetf published in wherein he descrit^^d his 

career in tho service and exposed tho maladministration of the 
diSeront departments. In this, while disclaiming any desire to reap 
any benefit from what ho callod tlio false glory of nine day?’ noto- 
rioty/’ and uvowing his non-possession of any geuiiij^ or talent, he 
prognosticated that in time he should take a position in tlie inti none* 
mg of public affiiirs, wliich had been assigned him by Destiny. 

Tho prediction provoked ridioulo. The book was not taken 
seriously, and with hardly an exception the reviewers condcniued 
It, The Satutdag Review^ wliteh a few jear.-t later published a 
special article—" A Word to Candidates'*—atlvising them to sit 
down soberly and study Mr, Charles Marvin’s works be fire 
addressing ino public on the Central Asian Question, on this 
occasion published a ferocious attack, in which it predicted " eternal 
obscurity for him, and begged the pniilic to pay him no heed. 
Another paper, tfie Cidlian^ predicted that Marvin's literary aspU 
rations woi^ld be gratified in one way only—" lie will achieve dis^ 
tinction only as a writer of tailor's magazines/' 

All tho same the hook went into 5 editions^ and has secured im^ 
mortality by a reference in Gordon's A/yir(fium ^oiirTtal&. In Vol. 
1, page42» Gordon says :—" I mustaay Ido not love diplomatists 
as a rule (and 1 can fancy the turning up of nosea at my Venturing to 
express an opinion ot them), I mean in their official attirojfor per^ 
aonally, the few 1 know are most agreeable (and I specially except 
Alston, the chief clerk, and WoHer, the ball porter, who has, of late 
years, becoino duito amiable) ; hut taking thom in their nostrums, 
with their satellites, from thoir chiefs down to their smaller fry, no 
one can imagine a more unsathfactory lot of men to have anything 
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bo with* 1 have seen —, —, —, at difTtirent times, and when one 
left their angnst presences, one mar relied at the policy of Great 
Britain being in such hands* One would nob mind if they did not 
tnoculate with their virns those who get employed by them, but I 
have foand Wilson of Anatolia, and many others, all impregnated 
with their ideas ofsnn worship and expodiency, I own to haring 
read with pleasure Marvin’s Oar Public Officer ** 

The same year Marvin married his cooain/the daughter of the 
lake Oaptain Marvin, E. H, A,, and a few months afterwards issued 
his first “ serious ’* hook, Tltg Diia:iti'mis tiussian Campaign against 
the TStrk&mmns, The genesis of this book is interesting. The 
Dailg had sent Mr« O’Donoran \o the Caspian to describe 
Lomakin’s campaign, but the Bussians refused, to allow him to leave 
the coast, and he saw nothing of the operattons. Meanwhile several 
Husshin newspapers were rupresonteJ by correspondents, among 
them being the well known AUkhanoff, who acted as correspondent 
of the MotCfHo G(i=dte^ atid many of tlioir letters-had been Iraualatod 
for the London Press by Marvin, who, after rendering them into 
Kngtish, threw them in a rubbish box, in iitc belief that 0*JPouovau 
would ultimately write tlio story of the campaign. When ho found this 
would not be the case, he took from the rubbish box all the Russian 
letters, pieced the story togotlier, and issued what he called, The 
]^ewilnestes^ accf^nnt of the lyUa^irous Russian Campaign against the 
Turcomans* 

The hook was !is well rAseived as the previous oni? had been 
abused. Arrnjpius Vainbory was the first to give it warm welcome ; 
General BkobeleiF recommended if on accoimt of it,s impart]ality^ 
and the Russian General Staff ordered copies to be placed in 
tary libraries of Russia. A few weeks later a second book apfHiurcd, 
Grodekoj^s Rids to translation of QrodukofTs 

famous ride from Bomareandto Herat in IS78. This was recom¬ 
mended by Sir Henry Rawlinson in n bine Imok, ivnd experienced a 
good reception from the reviewers. 

In 18S0 atkoutiou was coucGutrateJ upon Mow. Pitting aside 
his Press work, Marvin devoted aovoral months \o* writing ii fresh 
work, giving a fall account of the Turcomans frotii English and 
siau stories, a his^ry of Merv, an account* of Hufisian designs on 
Meshed,^, Tho book was a bulky one of 450 pagns, ami contain-- 
ed 11 maps. One of these embraced u forecast of t!ie future Afghan 
Frontier after the seizure of Merv, and declared that the annexation 
of Merv would infallibly lead Tiussia to Penjdch—a place for the 
first time made known to the public," How completely this predic¬ 
tion was realised four years later, is a matter of history. Another 
point he addreased Kim^lf to 'was to screw tlie head of India and 
England round from Turkestan to the Caspian. Without exception 

2 
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Enflish Statesmen mod Oenerals kept gazing h&rd «t Ofenbnrg hhI 
I'a^kent^ wiiile the Bnasi&iie were creeping swifUj from the 
Gaspion English politicians were quarrelling whether Knasia could 
or eoold not march over the Hindu Eush. Idarvin demonstrated 
that an eas j road existed from the Caspian Sea. 

Early in 1881 be publLahed hi5 first pamphlet^ The Butsian 
R^itieay to Berai nm! Ituiia^ with a full sized map, and at an expense 
of £i0 distributed 1^000 copies to Parliament and the Press* This 
was the first account of the Transcaspian railways—a projeot the 
ngnificanee of which, in spite of Marvin’s pamphlet, was so little 
realised that the Marquis of Hartington covered with ridicule an 
M. Ph, who asked if “ Buseia meant to make a line to A e^abad.*' 
Here again Marvin’s - forecast of the immense revolution that would 
be accomplished by the railway,—a forecast which he alone in Eng¬ 
land made, and insisted on unheeded, was realized in a few short 
years. The r^st of the year he devoted to preparing a history of 
Sfcobeleff’s siege of Qeot Tepe, a work which after consuming sev¬ 
eral months, wa^ut aside for a journey to linssia and lias nr.ver 
been finished. The journey to Kusaia arose thus: Early in 1882 
there was a deal of excitement over the deitniitation of the At reck 
frontier, and the Radical Press angrily agsailod Russia for having 
secretly made large annexations* Keceiving from Russia an officii 
copy of the Teheran Convention, Marvin prepared a map in which 
he proved Russia had seized no territory at all, auil allayed the ex« 
citement by issuing 600 copies to Parliament and the Press, Mean¬ 
while, Skohelefif had created a Eun^an sensation ^ by his Paria 
speeches, and Mr. Joseph Cowen, M* P,, wishing to know his views 
of the Central Asian Question, asked Marvin to go to France and 
interview him- Before he could do so SkobelefF started horne^ and 
st Mr. Co wen’s request Marvin proceeded to St, Petersburg, 
riving there in advance of the hero of Plevna, he spent the time in¬ 
terviewing Ignai^eff, H, de Giers, General AnnenkofF, General 
Qrodekoff and other Statesmen and Generals ; winding up with 
several interviows^with SkobelefE himself. These conversations were 
published on Ins'af*rival home in a volume form entitled, 7'he liuttian 
Advance tvteards India. 

■ ^ _ 

The day after the i^sueof the work he startecl for Si. Peteiw- 

burg again, with a mission to make a report on Russian finance 
and visit the exhibition at Moscow. A few Jays after his arrival 
he was shocked one morning on visiting General Grodekoff to find 
that Skobeleff had suddenly died the day before. Proceeding to 
Moscow with Grodekoff, Marvin was a witness of the lying-in-state 
of the dead hero, and at the request of the accompanied the 

{faneral to the province of Biazio—over 100 officers, for the motti 
Jiiari Bkobel e(^a favourite officers, proceeding in the train * !%• 
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joamey there and back occumed faur di^i. On the return, an in** 
tireeting episode oocnrred. The I^ovcb Vrvrr^a had translated from 
Th$ Ruitian dldtianar, Marrin^i aooonnt of &obeletff and this had 
been copied into all the Enssiaii papers with eulogistic commentSt 
On the arriFai of the fuaeral train at the first large station there 
WM a rush for the papers, and the otiicers were so [deased with what 
Uarvinhad said in his book of Skobeleff that they chose a spcket* 
man to publicly express to him their satisfaetion at his kindly re-* 
marks. Marvin’s accouDt of Skobeletifat home’’ was afterwards 


incorporated in the popular biographies of jSkobeleff that were sold 
bv hundreds of thousands in the streets, It was disseminated by the 
Gfo vernment in Heading for Soldiers id all the garrison libraries in 
the empire, and was translated into Polish, Fiui^, Tartar and other 
languages. On his return Marvin prepared another large book, 
Tke Russians at Mer\>and Iletai^ which.embodied Alikhanaffa story 
of his secret caravan journey to Merv, Lessar^s accotint of his jour* 
ney to Herat, Annenkoff’s views of the invasion of India, and a 
number of chapters on Russia's material growth in the Caspian Sea. 
Like all his books, it was handsomely got up and centred 470 
pages, and %\ maps, plans and illustrations ; the pictures of Merv 
being the first published in Europe. In one chapter, devoted to the 
** Pmiucal Bearings of Baku oil/’ he described the marvellous oil 
deposits of the Caspian, then unknown in Europe; predicting a 
great commercial future for them and an immense political infiuenco 
m oensoliijating Russia’s power in the Caspian. Ttys prediction 
bus again been fulfilled to a remarkable degree* 


The book was hardly out, when Marvin waa selected to represent 
the Morning Post at the Czar’s coronation. Within a few weekf 
of his return from Moscow he was again off to the Caucasus to visit 
the Russian Petroleum Region. This Journey he described in 
another book, with 21 maps and illustrations, cdled the Region of 
the Eternal Fire^ Speaking two years later at Liverpool, ine Earl 
of Ravensworth, President of the InsUtaUoti of Na'm Architeets— 


Raid of this book, “ it is with great pleasure th^ I am able to an* 
bounce that we have present to«day the distingilished Iraveller and 
writer, Mr. Charles Marvin, the author of Uiat most interesting 
book—more fusoinati^ than any novel I know of—** The Region of 
the Eternal Firei^ This eulogy by a peer was pronounced just 
eight years after Mr. Poland had descrioed him as u^enial at the 
Foreign OMce, receiving ten pence an hour.” The book reads 
like a talejsf the Arabian Nights,” wrote Professor T. E. Thorj)e of 
the Boyal School of Mines, in a ret^nt review of the popular edition. 

The same year (1884) also saw the issue of a second oraMe 
pampi^t, Baku ihePeirolia of Europe^ a technical work. The 

Indvetry of Rtuiia^ published at Engineering office, and 
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another large book, Bicannokrln^ Central Asia, a popular aoconat of 
the exploration of the region between the Caspian and India* This 
rapidly went into three editions; besides those, he isaned to the Frosa 
gratis hectographed maps of each llnssian move towards Merv, Sa- 
rakhs, and the Mnrgbab, and these were printed in the Oraphie^ 
IHuttrat^d London and other papers. He was a constant con¬ 
tributor to eighteen different papers. 

Early in 1885 he published another pamphlet, Thg J7uajidn An-' 
nixaiion of Merv^ under the following circumstances : — 

A London correapondettt wrote to the I^eti^castle Daiiy Chronicley 
February 28, 1884 hate read your admirable review of Mr- 

Marvin’s pamphlet on Merv, and it has occurred to mo that tlie cir¬ 
cumstances under whi^h it w';is produced and the inHuence it exer¬ 
cised on the debate may interest your readers, Mr- Marvin bad 
contemplated issuing a pamphlet this week, as announced in the 
Athemmim, and was taken by surprise on Thursday momiDg to find 
the debate fixed for the nest day, and not later on, as genermly anti¬ 
cipated. At eleven o'clock nothing was rea<ly but the MS-, but 
Messrs. Allen placed the whole of their resources at his disposal, and 
thanks to the rapid photo-engraving process and the never-ceasing 
energy of all concerned, 25 adwinco copies of the ijamphlet, with the 
throe maps and the frontispiece of Merv, were completed by seven 
o’clock at night, and within an hour wore circulating in the London 
Press and In tbo House of Oommons. Ip connection with the whole¬ 
sale distribution of copies in the House the next day, a difficulty now 
presented itself. The whole edition could not be finished in sumeient 
time to ensure its delivery by post by the time the House assembled. 
This obstacle Mr- Marvin overcame by making an arrangement with 
one of tlie lobby messengers, who agreed to distribute them by hand. 
By one o'clock the next day the messenger already had the batch, 
and soon after the House assembled, half the persons in the lobby 
might have been scon with the orange pamphlet in their hands* As 
the House filled, a*demand arose for copies on the part of minor 
members whe^ had ^ot received them, and to meet this, Mr* Marvioi 
who was in the tdbby, despatched a special messengor for a hundred 
more. In this manner, when the debate actually did come off, 
nearly eveiybody used it as a handbook, and therebe hardly a 
doubt that it exercised a very important effect upon the speeches^ ob^ 
servable in the imaniiiiity with which the mejnbers of both partiefl 
insisted on the necessity of trusting Russia no more, and the impera- 
five need of a firm attitude and decisive measures on the of the 
Government, During the debate, Mr, Marvlu sjtt under the gaUery, 
watehing the effect of his pamphlet.’' 

This went into a second edition, ami the lata Colonel BivetU 
Camac published a third edition for India in Bombay- Jtvtiia't 
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Pdiiier of Seizing and Shall Ruieia have Penjdeh ? were two 

other pamphlets that followed* Several lectures were alao delivered 
in London agamst the Rnssian advance* In the spring the war-* 
oiond deepened, and the arrival of Lesaar 1 a London^ followed by 
Komarovs inaalt to Lumsden, excited the public to a fever heat 
To counteract the intrigues of the pro-Kussian party, Marvin 
decided to issue a popular account of the Afghan question* Having 
arranged matters witn Messrs* Warno, the publi^eis, he came home, 
and commencing the work kept at it night and day till it was finish¬ 
ed, taking alternate spells of ^eep and writing, of four or five honrs^ 
duration. The entire book, 200 pageH, ^as written and printed in 7 
daysj and bj the afternoon of tlie Stli the first edition of 10,000 copies 
had been dispo^d of* 77i^ Russians at tfte JJctiee Herat achieved 
immediate success* It was translated into French, several oditiong 
were published in America, and over 60,000 copies were sold* Lur¬ 
ing the war scare that followed, Marvin lecture to large audiences 
at Newcastle, Liverpool, and other towns, the ebaiv being taken some- 
times by a Radical and sometimes by a Ck»nservative. in these lec¬ 
tures Marvin avoided party politics, but in the Press he maintained 
a bitter crusade against the Gladstone Government. 

The war scare ended by England surrendering to Russia the 
frontier she had seized, and in the luU that followed, Marvin was ill 
for several months with an afiection of the right lung, contracted at 
one of bis lectures* Howevef, at the request of a number of politi¬ 
cians, he mlinaged to prepare a popular pamplilet on the Russo- 
Indian Questiwi— Rtttua^s power of attacking India, with four maps, 
of which 10,000 wore circulated* 

In the spring of 1886 he was invited to prepare apopnlmr 
account of hospital life for the Hospital Sunday Fund, and,as special 
commissioner of the Lancet, spent nearly a month in the various 
hospitals* 30,000 copies w^ere cirenUbed of IfVtAin the Hospital 
Waih, and in regard to its effect HazelPs Annual states that the 
jump in the subscriptions in 1886 from £5ij000 to £40,000 was 
due to this work and the public meeting held. At me of^hese meet* 
iugs the Earl of Dartmouth said :—I hope many {^ple will take 
the trouble to read this story, Within the Hoepital WalU, because 
I am sure that if you only begin to read it, you w-ill feel not only 
interested but intenselv touched, I myself was greatly afiected by the 
uooimt given of the old bird catcher, who was brought to the hespi- 
tal to die, and his biids to the hospital.” 

An orange pamphlet, The Coming Deluge of Rueiian Petroleum, 
attracted great attention in the autuiAn, and was twice trauslated into 
Russian and twice into German* It was followed in the spring of 
1887 by the Mohtk of Paraffin, which ushered in the crusade 
against dangerous mineral oil lamps« This attained an issue of 
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30,000 copies, acd provoked bitter coatrovereies with the lamp trade, 
but ultimately led to the appoiotmoBt of a Government CommUaioo 
to report upon uneafe lamps. En^laitd at a Petr&Uum Foiotr, waa 
another petroleum pamphlet issued the same year, which closed with 
one more on Ef^glish Africa, describing the hostile aims of Germoiu 
and Boera in South Africa. 

On January Is^ 1888, Marvin proceeded to Bussia and Spent 
three months ther^, for the most part at St* Petersburg, where a 
Petroleum Exhibit ion was being neld. During his absence from 
home the Balloon Society awarded him a geld medal fcrhU writings 
CD petroleum, and the Imperial Russian Technical Society elected him 
corresponding member. A nervous a:6Pection of the eye^ arising 
from the snowglare and,the intensity of the light at the Petroleum 
Exhibition, checked his literary operations for a time on his return. 
The chief incident later in the year was the suppression by the Uov- 
©rnmeut of fhe lecture on ‘"Cutting Russia's lioad to JndW' he had 
bee II invited to deliver before the o (beers of the garrison at Woolwioh. 
The outcry against this by the Press was so great that the Govern¬ 
ment made amends by engaging Marvin to deliver two hectares 
on petroleum before the Royal Engineers at Chatham, For this 
a ^rant of £10 per lecture was mado. It is enrious to Cf oiwre 
this estimate of Alarvin^s value with that of eleven years earlier. The 
lectures were timed to occupy about an hour. lu 1878 he was paid 
at 10 pence an hour, in 18811 at the rate of £10 an hour. 

A fe* weeks after these lectures, Marvin issued if new orange 
wrapper pamphlet entitled, The Coming Oil Age. This secured over 
200 reviews, a large number of them, leading articles, within six weeks 
of issue. These orange wrapper pamphlets became quite a speciality 
with Marvin, Twelve were published with a united issue of over 80,000 
copies, aud most of them, beside being greeted with hundreds of 
reviews at home, were translated into German and Russian, Their 
aim waa always to educate Parliament and the Press at a stroke, and 
through Parliament and the Press, Government and the country, 

Marrb everlpaade a distinction between notoriety and reputatioi!, 
and never sought to make capital out of the sensation of the Angle- 
Russian Agreement, t^e notoriety of which was forced upon him by 
the inadvertent publication of what was not regarded as a seor^ 
document at the Foreign Of^ce itself. Most men would have allowed 
a prosecution by a Conservative Govemtnenc to colour their opi¬ 
nions, they would have been indamed with animosity against the 
party, Adarvln, on the other hand, dismissed the a&ir from hia 
mindf and during the five years' campai^ of the Rnsso-Indiau 
Qaestion, preceding the war scare ot 1885, he not only never 
wrote a word against the ConBervatives, but snppoiied them againsi 
the Gladstone Government. It was only when Iiord Salisbury 
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turreudered Badghia to Bussia and East Africa to Germopy that 
he Bbarply critici^ that Minister’s policy* 

His influence with the general public rested upon the fact that 
he always took an Imperial non-party view of politics and meted 
out equal justice to ConserTative and Liberals QaTing no aspira^ 
tioa for Farliament and a contempt for bononrSf decoratioits and 
degreeSf he had no political ties to warp bis criticiatn^ and spoke 
out with a fearlessness tempered only by a desire to avoid what ha 
termed the ** cantankerous nagging spirit of scab-pecking Radi¬ 
calism/* Ai a Journalistp he filled every post in a newspaper office 
except that of shorthand reporter, and^he was a regular contri¬ 
butor to the Conservative and Radical Press on Foreign and 
Colonial questions : a condition insisted op in all cases being that 
he should be allowed to express his own views and not those of 
any party. This was not easy to manage, nor did it always 
succeed. The Daif^ News^ for instance, in 1886, engaged him 
for a time to write its leaders on Eastern topics,- and as he would 
not write down Salisbury and write up Gladstone a compromise 
was attempted by relieving him of night duty once or twice a 
week and putting on a party-writer to make np, by a vigorous 
partisan onslaught, for the missing element in Marvin’s leaders. 
Such an arrangement was awkward for all concerned, and as 
Marvin would not take up, evon anonymously, the role of party-* 
writer, it had to come to an end* Marvin*s favourite organ was 
the LondozL Morning Postf ' to which be contributed^ not only 
leaders, but lopg inside articles** on Colonial, Indian and Foreign 
policy* 

Curiously enough, the name of the newspaper with which his 

S en was most closaly identified outside the limita of the United 
Lingdom waa also the jlformPoi/, published in Allahabad, the 
capital of the Korth-West Provinces, India. This journal, which 
is the only thoroughly inde pend eat newspaper in the first rank of 
the Anglo-Indian press, from the outset of its career attracted to 
its service a staff of distinguished writers, among most prominent 
of whom were Colonel G. B. Malleson, the eihinent military 
historian, and Mr, Marvin. The latter sent hia first letter to the 
Morning Post under date of June 2:?nd, 188^, and he was a regular 
weekly contributor until about a month before his untimely death, 
his last letter being dated Kovember 7tb, 18&0* No writer for any 
Anglo-Indian newspaper has ever been received with such attention 
by all classes, from the members of Government down to the 
meanest English-reading babn. as was Marvin, and when it became 
known that his letters were to be re-pnblished in their present form 
there was «n immediKte and wide-epread demand in advance for 
ebpiw* 
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To the Globe he contributej some thousands of the front page 
notes of the day and articles^ and found time, while writing on pou^ 
tics to some 20 papers, to act as reviewer—havLUg reviewed over 
1,030 books during iho lost ten years of his life. 

During the five years* pen canipaign agaioat Russia, preceding 
the war scare of 1385, Marvin published 15 books and pamphlets, 
consisting collectively of over 3,200 pages, with 120 illnstrations 
and maps ; beside:^ contributing several thousand articles to the 
Press and undertaking four journeys to Russia. It is no secret 
that he spent over £1,000 on this campaign* ‘‘Morviu^a 
services in respect of the Russo-Indian Question'" have been 
invalnable,’* wrote Colonel Malleson in his RuMsa^Afffhan 
Quetlion in 1835. He heard with his own oars the dpinioiiH 
expressed on the subVect'^by Russian Uonerals, and iKplomatlsts, aud 
for the love of England spent his own money to warn England’s 
people.*' An author cannot have everything; if he goes in for 
money-making he must forego a deal of reputation* Marvin not 
content to simply hold certain opinLons, he insisted that everyborly 
shonld know what opinions he held, and was prepared in his expen¬ 
diture of Ume and money to attain this end* It' he, within a few years 
of holding the lowest position in the Foreign Office, rocoiving less 
pay than a messenger, attained the position of English authority 
on the RnssO'lndian Question, a position assigned him not simply 
by the English Press but by the principal iiews[)apors of Aiiierica 
and the Continent, it must be conceded that he workod hanl auil 
spent his''inonoy freely to achieve such a JUtinction** '"Marvin 
is a man of Iron Industry,'* wrote Vainbery years Ugo. 

Since 1386, he attained a similar position in regard to pelro- 
leuun* being regarded as the principal authority on that subject 
in England^ How he became an oil expert was quite by 
chance* In his i^urjian^ at Merv and he devoted a 

chapter to the ** Political Bearings of Baku.** This led to 
merchants soliciting bis advice upon Russian petroleum, and 
when he visited tna region in 183B, he made a general study 
of petroldhm .with the result that without any design on 
his part, he became by degrees, a petroleum ex fieri, consulted in 
all branches of the industry* He was a Director of three public 
Companies, and was associated as adviser with several more* 

His mornings were devoted for the must, part to journalism 
and literature at Flumstead* The afternoons were given to board 
meetings and petroleum consultations in the City, and the eve-^ 
tiings to polltioa^ unless when encroached upon by petroleum business* 
Marvin had a wide connection among poltticians of all parties, imd 
took an interest in many questions with which his name is not 
associated. It is no secret that he long enjoyed the confidencs of 


BlOaRA^PHlOAL PABT1CULAB3. 


17 


the military men in regard to their ]ilaua for defending 

ladia^iiiclniin^ the iiiirheat in India itKeif. It if! ihia personal 
knowledge, coufdod with au aetjNaintaiiGe with the principal lluifisiau 
Generak and tlnsir views, which gave iiira a uuii^ue paaition as a 
public writer on the llu;i;^o-Ind{an Question, 

In all he published 25 books and pamphlets — Llie whole aluco 
1879, 

Groavenor Hou^o, niHil two or three y^ars ago, overlooked 
Plumstead Common, and eomrrtanded a pleasint view of Bhooters^ 
Hill* A bmlding boom in Plunistead, however, lienutiod it in and 
robhed the locality of its former country lisj^ect. Plumsteail, 
hlarvtn has described the '‘Pnradisc of the Parochial Skunk.*’ 
Marvin^s litenfry work was carried on in tliree rooms, among 
which was distributed his library, consisting of between 3,000 
and 4,000 volumes Methodical orgainzation pro vat led. In tlie 
morning the English und foreign papers wore rupiflly scannedf 
and all items of imporbanco cut out and placed in boxes. Both as 
regards the Husso-Iiidiun and the Petroleum Question, Marvin niain- 
taiued quite an '* Intelligence Branch*” All letters^ received no 
matter from whom or on vvhiit subject, were gummed or sewm in a 
fooUcap diary, and this was bound into a volume at the end of the 
year. All letters and notes sent away were copied, and a row of 24 
volumes of copying books, in a press, contained about 15,000 letters 
Marvin wrote ainee he comtm^nced his llterury campuiga in 1878* 
Any letter received or any sent awaj'^ could be turned up at a 
momeut*a notite, and every point of Marvin’s career followed with 
laathematical accuracy. EShuiiarly, rows of volunios contained his 
hound manuscriptSf other roxva the bound proofs of his worka, and 
other rows again archived copies of all editions of his published books 
and volumes of pamplilets; while quite a formidable row represent¬ 
ed the floores of books by other authors in which a reference has been: 
made to Marvin, In another press rows of scrap books contained 
a copy of every article he contributed to the Press, and other 
rows the thousands of re vie w:» on bis book.s and rafevqnce^to himself 
personally—all of which were religiously preserved. The passages 
of the house were lined with large scale wall maps, and in presses 
was a large collection of niajis of ati kinds referi liig to every pari 
of the empire. Innumerable Russian objects about the house 
reminded the visitor of Marvin’s connection with Russia, and 
were more interestiug perhaps than the cupboard Blled with 
lamps and Oil, and odorously suggestive of his investigations in 
petroleum^ Amonfi; the.se Russian ’ objects was the c^ Skobele£f 
wore throughout his last Turcoman campaign against Q-eok Tope, 
presented by the General to Marvin as a souvenir a few weeks 
^fore his death* Another prominent object in a glass case 
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the baker's aaok which tho detectivea borrowed to convey Marviii'a 
private papers to the Treasury when he w&3 placed nudor arreat 
in 1678. An arre&t ten year^ later would Lave involved the use of 
a wagon'for this purpose. 

Bnt^ alasi the '^master'’ 19 dead, and hla works can now alone 
keep alive in their inftnence his great and varied talents. Some of 
theletters to be found In the Miseellaueons''section, towards the end 
of this book contains touching references to the malady which £t a ly 
proved fatal. He was attacked by the influenza epidemic, and its 
effects never left him* As he tells hitnself^ he oftea wrote from a sick 
bodj and it was only thoconsl>aDt care of a devoted wife that prevent¬ 
ed him from sooner wearing out hU exhausted frame by a too close 
attention to work* He partially recovered from the fir^ severe seizure, 
and was about to start on a long projected American tour when he 
bad a relapse, and was at once ordered by his medical attendant to a 
seaside resort in the south of England. Here, after many variations 
of a painful illness, he at last succumbed on December 5th, 1890. 
He filled a distinct place in the social and political autonomy of 
England, and with him that place has died, for there is no man 
itble to tenant it. 
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KVii!SU:N' TRADE EMTERPRJSE /*V 

CEJYTRAL ASIir 


IjOKdon, June 29th^ 1BB8, 

T he niorcantit^ world gf Mo^ow has ju^t lo»t a valuable 
member in the person of K* F* Hudrine, -whose death 
h announced in the Moscow newspapers reaching me yesterday- 
Kndrine was a product of the last Russian advance in Xlentral Ajsia^ 
A merchant of Orenburg, slightly interested in Turkestan trade 
like all Orenburg meroliunts used to be more or less, he conceived 
the idea, after the Kussian occupation of Merv, of making that 
point a base of <'nmmercial operations in Central Asia, and form^ 
ed^ without any Government support or subsidy, a small private 
company of Orenburg merchants to carry out his scheme. At first 
the office of the company was at Orenburg % but after a few months 
it was shifted to Moscow, <vherc Kndrine formed relations with 
Morozoff and^othcr great cotton tnanufaotnrers, which matarially 
aided him in his designs. Operations commenced in 1884 with the 
e*iUblishment ofdcpotH at Askabad and Mervj and from those points 
they were extended to Tchardjui, Bokhara, Khokand, Tashkent and 
Kashgar, on the Turkestan side, and to Meshed and Kuchan 
on the side of Kborassan, At each of these towns Kudrme kept 
extensive stocks of Rnssian goods^ some obtained for cash, but a 
good deal sold on commission, and, on the other handj he ooUeoted 
and forwarded to Russia, cotton, silk, carpets, and a variety of 
other products of the East, having commission in Moscow 

and twelve other Russian towns. Aceording to the last annual report 
the company furnished Minister of Finance, in accordance with 
law» the operaticfhs in 1887 amounted to 4,163,B34 roubles, or over 
£400,000, and the net profit to 755,633 roubles^ or more than 
£75 ,OOOp Considering that the company had been only three years 
in existence and had incurred heavy expenses in establishing its 
depots, such a result -was most satfsmctory, and gives an idea of 
-what England has lost through allowing herself to be excluded 
from the markets of Central Asia, A year ago, Kxtdrine received 
from the Emir of Bokhara a large grant of land suitable for the 
ouhivation of cotton, and from the plantations formed cotton is 
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already being received at Moscow, Other plantations were on the' 
point of being started atMervnnd Tejend, when he fell ilJ a short 
time ago; and he also had an idea of establishing, if possible, a 
depot in Herat, supplied with goods from the depot at Meshed* 
which latter has from the ontset attracted the attention of merchanta 
from nerat. Now that he is dead, the power of the'firm will pass 
from an invalid to a "second vigorous founder A. C, Klutcharoff, 
an Orenburg merchant, who has displayed almost as mnch activity 
and skill as Kudrme himself, 

Kndrine represented a type of Russian merchant, with which wO' 
shall become increasingly familiar in the future, W^hile England 
has practically withdrawn from any further attempts to ejiploit 
Persia and Afghanistan, (at any rate neither judivi^dnal merchante 
nor the Chambers of Commerce in England seem to care in the least 
nbont the markets of those countries)* Rnesia is pa3dng more and 
more attention to the commercial exploitation of the region lying 
between the r'aspian and India. Kndrine is not simply a case of 
one swallow making a summer. Even more guecessiul than his 
company has been the firm of Konshin, which enjoys predominance 
at Mervand Askabad, and has commercial relations -with ever^ part 
of Khoraasan, Konshin was a name unknown previous to the 
Turcoman campaign of 1879. Since then the money made by army 
contracts has been judiciously expended in pushing trade in every 
direction, ^ind now the firm acts as the principal intermediary 
between the native cotton growers of Turkestan, and the cotton manu¬ 
facturers of Moscow. To encourage the cultivatioa of^tbe American 
cotton plant, the Eonshin firm has repeatedly acted with great 
generosity* giving away to the TurconiauB of Merv, Tejend, and Akhal 
in a aiufile yrar five tons of cotton seed. This has already resulted 
in crops of splendid cotton, fetching a high price in Moscow, and 
cnoouraging tne Tsar's Govornment to persevere in the great scheme 
of establishing in the Merv district cotton plantations for the purpose 
of supplying Russia, with all the cotton she requires. This scheme 
is connectefi wiA\the irrigation of what is officially known fta tba 
“ Tsar’s DomainV* At the direct Intervention of Alexander III 
himself. Colonel KoaeliPoklevsky, has been furnished with a grant 
of £300,000 to erect a dam in the Murghab valley* thanks to which 
1 ,00^,000 acres of the most fertile soil m the world will be added to 
the Merv oaeis. 'There it is proposed to cultivate the hulk of the 
cotton required by Russia. At present Russia uses 36,000,000 lbs* 
of ootten yoa^ly» valued at 100,000,000 roubles, or £10,000^,000- 
If Colonel Eozel-PoklevskyV project can be realised, it is believed 
that this amount of oottop wUl be grown at home, and Eussia will 
save the ten millions sterling now sent annually abroad. There 
are opponents of Kozel-Poklevsky* such as* for instance, General 
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Qloakhorsky, loDg the head (and reputedly the m<>9t iuef^cient 
head) of the espeaitioE which from the ccaquest of Khiva to the 
auneitttion of Merv kept surveying, the Kara Kum sands for 
the proposed diverflion of tile Oxus into the Cuapian without atshiev-t 
iag any results, who hold that even if Ko^ehFohlevBky^s scheme 
■ncceeds, this amount of cotton cannot be grown on the area 
irrigated ; but at any rate the Tsar believes that it can, or most of 
it, and if his belief be realised^ ho will becon^e one of the largest 
cotton-growers in the world, and will enjoy the monopoly of the raw 
cotton trade in Russia. Ijiiderauy circnmstiinoes, we may look 
to Merv not'only becoming to a cerbiin degree a cotton-growing 
place of the future, but also a mauufacftiriug port, there heiDg nt 
the pr'osent moment before the Ministwr of Finance several appln 
cations from Hnssian capitalists to st.arl ootfon^mLlb in the oasis. It 
may be considered a bold forecast, but it is by no means improbable 
ihat wo may soma day see the ilussian Government refusing to 
permit England to send troops to Herat^ or any way control 
because Herat is nocessary for the ]jrotectioa of Russia's great cotton 
mtarest^ at Merv. 


Of course the sueeessful completion of the Transcaspian 
Railway to Sanmreund Ims greatly stimulated Russians trying 
tendeucies in that direction; but the line itself would have 
eaoroitied little influence, but for the gi nud water-way that exists at 
the back of it. Tlirouglioiit the length and breadth of the Volga 
valley ibcrti hits Iwiui for ye4r« a continuous and rapid progress, to 
vrhich a powerful impulse bus been given by tlie amazEng develop¬ 
ment of the pctroJcinn trade at Biikn, the suppression of piracy on 
the Tureoinau eoasi, the const ruction of tbo railway from Baku to 
Batouin, and the esUblishment of order along tho Persian trade 
routes from^ fcho (hspiau to Teheran, Shiilirood aud Meshed. On 
tho River Volgii tho steamboat sorvdi'e improves eveiy year. There 
arc novif over twenty steamers of the American type running there, 
and new ones are added every season* One that has juxt arrived 
from Belgium* to carry 2,500 passen^jers, is most snmptuonsty 
fumbhed and illuminatod with the electric light. JSqverilnew cargo 
steamers have also just left the Neva for the Caepiau Sea, whore 
the opening of tho Tratiscaspian Railway has created a demand 
for further traiisport. In connection with tlie Volga a new move¬ 
ment has boon initiated this season. In general, Russians are not 
much encouraged by the railway or sfeamboat companiee to itidulg# 
in excursions; but the journey of two or three parties of ICtiglbh 
tcmriita, conHucted by Gaje or Cook, from Bt. Petersburg to Batoum, 
vtA the Volga and Baku, has imparted a little enterprise to the 
Zeveke Company <m the Volga, and in a few days, one ot the 
^atmg palaces will start on an eienrsion down tho V^lga from 
Nijni Novgorod to Astrakhan and Baku, At Baku, by the way, 
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the annual' Central Asiau fair, started last year, is now in InU 
awing, and ia reported to be very successfnL The merchant# of 
Qsoow* Tula, Nijni, and other towns have made a large display 
of goods, and the fair is well attended by native traders from 
Samarcrind, Bokhara, Merv and Meshed, most of whom have 
arrived, vii the new Transcaspian Railway. Thanks to the steamers 
that run almost daily from Nijni Novgorod and other railway 
points on the Volg^to Baku, and to the railway service that exists 
between Samarcand and Asoun Ada. the termious of the Trans¬ 
caspian Hallway opposite Baku, the trade of Moscow and Central 
Asia is focussed ou Baku, and murks out for tlie phce a great 
commercial future, quite -apart from the flourishing petroleum 
business. At no distant date the completion of the railway l^etween 
the Caspian and Teher;in, now in course of rapid Gonstructiou, 
and with one section already open for trafKc; will place Baku 
in steam communication with the Shah^s capital, as well as with 
Moscow and- ^amarcaud, und impart another imputse to its trade; 
which from a fourth direction i# fed by its railway from Batonm. 
Ifa war does not ocour to cfieck this trade and the pel.roletiui 
industry, there is every reaMjn Ijo believe before thu close of 

the centurjr Baku will rank nstlu^ fourth city of the Kus^iati >]iiipire, 
surpassed in si^e and population only by St. Veter^btirg, MLicuw 
and Warsaw* Yet it is only a few years ago that a Poroigii Office 
oificial passed through Baku, and saw there nothing of interest/' 
and the Duke of Argyll was pooli^poohing the idea of auy 
importaned ever attaching lo the Caspian as a base (fC operation# 
against India, » 

What wUl greatly add to the comnieroial and miliUry import¬ 
ance of the Caspian before long; will be the extension of the Uassian 
railway system toils shores. It is true that it alreaily possessed a 
line from Uatoum to Baku ; but this siamls by itself; It 1 # not linked 
to the liussian or Eurojican network. Tlie shortest way to do so would 
be to continue the rail way system, now halting at Ylailikavkaz, in 
Cis-Caucasia, across the Ouiicasus ridge to Tiflis, Thi«, how^ever^ 
would takb tqo*i long to construct, and cost ttm mucrh to suit 
the impatient Bassian Government, and although frequently 
discussed, the plans sfill remain pigeon-holed in the Ministry of 
Ways of Comnmnications All the same, the Minister, Admirni 
Posaiette, has, in his portfolio, two schemes for extending the network 
to the Caspaiu Soa—one from Vladikavkax to Petrovsk, a port 
not far north of Baku, and another from Tsaritzin on the Volga 
to Pfltrovsk* The mbet direct route from 8t, Pethrfibnrg and 
Moscow would be the latter, and it is this, with an extenaiou from 
Fetrovik to Baku, which is the most favoured by the 'Tiflis 
authorities* On the other hand, the Vladikavkaz-Petrovsk route 
i:^ not only older bul better supported flnancialLy, and tdema 
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to sUnd tho batbor clianoo of being adopted la either case, whether 
the Vladikavkaz or the Tsaritzin lines be extended to Fetrovak, a 
oontinuatioa to Baku along the coast is almost sure to take place 
afterward 9 } and the question of selecting the roate and starting 
building operation is in the meanwhile only a matter of months. Such 
a line would be bound to pay^ because not only it would have the traffic, 
and IQ winter the whole traffic of the Transcaspian Railway to support 
it, but also a vast oil export. At present, owing fo the clogging in the 
Suran Fass, Baku cannot export more than a certain quantity of oil 
vik [jatoum « The new railway would allow a free and uninterrupted 
running of oil tank-trucks from the j^efiueries at Baku to every 
railway point in Russia, and to the foreign depots on the Austrian 
and Gorman frontip^rs. The facilities for trade that would be create 
eti thereby are obvious, and the careers of Kudrine, Konshin, and 
others demonstrate thit Russia possesses merchants ready to avail 
tlieniselves of them. When I was at Baku in 1883, Lhad to pay a 
visit to the cftico which the Russian Transport Company had opened 
for the booking of goods to Russia and abroad. The office was a 
sniaU one, and a surperfi^dal observer would bavo reported home 
that it possessed “uothiiig of interest/' In the interval the opera¬ 
tions of the Oompauy between Central Asia and Russia hare 
increased to such an extent, that it has been compelled to place 
steamers of its own on the Caspian 8ea to run between Axuun 
Ada and i'aku, and recently has purchased four steamers in 
England t\x run between Dutoum and Odessa. Thus^ while the 
foreiga tr^do^ of Russia, owing to the fear of war, and the 
lowness of LTio exchange value of the rouble, is ciperioncing at 
present a depression at St Petersburg, the home trade between 
one portion of the Empire and tho other is und^^rgoing rapid de¬ 
velopment, above all iu tho Black Sea, Caspian and Central Asia, In 
a word, Russia is waning commercially in the White Sea, and 
languishing in the Baltic, while waxing everywhere in the south. Thw 
tendoncy of trade and colonization is far too often lost sight of by 
BiigUaU statesmen and soldiers. Both try to realise tho military 
forces Russia in tho future will bo able to array before Herat or 
Kandahar ; but is there one of them conscious that before the end 
of the century there will probably bo more Russians residing at the 
■ingle paint of ©aku, than there will be English soldiers and 
civilians scattered over the whole of India ? I question it. 1 am afraid 
there are very few Englishmen who realise that while we are 
iimpW sojourners in India, the Russians, settling down in the Caucosui 
and Caspian region, regard the new country as their home. In 
that sense the Caspian base possesses to my mind a signiEcauce which 
the majority of military and political writera on India seem to loie 
ngbt of. 
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LoKDOiJ, July 27th^ UBS, 


T he coafereaces tliat receotly took p]aeo botwoon the Hu&BLaa 
Minister of Railways, Admiral Po^sif'tLe^ and the Governor 
of the Caucasus, Prince Dondukoff-KorsufcufF, while atteading Uie 
opening of tli© railway from the Kostoff-Vladikavkaz trunk lino 
to the Black Sea port of Novorossisik, have evidently ha I 'pefer- 
eace to the extension of the Hessian system into Persia and towards 
India, judging by the series of inspired articles t-ltat have since 
appeared in the semi'Official Tlfiis A'apiiji deal lug with i he subject. Tho 
points discussed in these nrticles are tLreO“first, how to shorteu the 
oommunicatLon connecting tlm Caucaf^us with Hus^ia and Europe i 
laccndly, how to oxtenil thy Uusso-Oauoasus railway system into 
Persia ; ami thirdlv, how to bring about u junction of the Husso^ 
Caucasus-Persian lines with those of India, and defeat all rival 
attempts to tap the land trafiSc of the East. It will be sc^ ni^om 
this programme that it covers a good deal of ground, and raises issues 
of the character of the highest political iinpoi taucy. At present, 
neither the public nor the Government.in Englami or in India mani^ 
fests any desire to tie India to Europe by railway. AVlfatever may¬ 
be the iateutiDns of the Indian Goverfiincnt in regard t? the railway 
now slowly progressing beyond Pishiii in tho direcbion of Kandahar, 
they do not appear to aim at an extension beyonil the llelmund 
towards Herat, and the Musslan railway sj^stern at BJerv. In 
this country public apathy is com piety. Siiiee tho death of 
Sir WHLtttin Andrew, who advocated the Euphrates Hail way for more 
than a quarter of a century, no one has conflcined himself any further 
about that route ^ and in spite of occasional rumours, the projects of 
arallway tb/ough Minor, from Constantinople to the Pera'au 
Gulf and India, liave dropped almost entirely into the back¬ 
ground. At any rate,^there is no burning interest on tho part of 
Me British public to concern itself in the least wifji the Junction of 
India with the railway network of Europe.. On the other h'lnd, th© 
success of the Transcaspian Railway lias ernboldoned the Russian 
Goyernment to under'iake other similar schemes." All manner of 
railway projects are being discussed for dominating the*trade of the 
East, and there is a strong desire on the part of Kussian officials to 
enjoy similar luck to that of General Annenkoff. Forth© moment 
that general is the hero of the hour. The high dUtinction bestowed 
upon nim by* the Tsar, as as a general commonly receive© #or 
conquering a. provittce, Kta set a seal upon Ida reputation^' and 
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rendered a mau who, only ei^bt years ago* wasTidicaled by the Bos- 
aiao Press for JiLs grandiose desert railway schemes, a sort of second 
Lesseps io public estiiuation The eclipsed, the Minister of RaiU 
ways—the Trunscaspiuii Hail way was built by the Russian War 
Department—naturally feels jealous at theancceas of Annenkoffand 
wishes to surpass him Hence bis bold project for pushing a cheap 
line right aoiosi Siberia to Yladivostock* The Governor of the 
Caucasus, on his part, is jealous at theTransoiispmn territory exciting 
so mmoh interest by its railway, and seeks to recover prominence for 
hia province by pushing railways through Persia to Inrlia. Hence 
the articles jn the Tiflia serni-^^1^ioial press advocating a railway from 
Moscoyv to Indict, vlATsaritam, Potrovsk, Teheran, Asterabad, Meshed 
and Herat. 


These fosaess particular interest because they indicate a new 
route for connecting Calais with Calcutta by railway without a single 
Boa-break, contrary in this resj^ect to the Transcaspian,route, wh ch 
^involves iNe crossing of the Ckispiun. Up to now, both in Russia 
aud in Hiighmid, writers in discussing the future railway to India 
have aocejibed the Transcaspian as the probable lino. The organ of 
the Caucasus Government breaks away from this view altogether. It 
declares the Transcaspian Railway to be unfitted for Indian traffic, 
and coudenius the transfer of pns'^engers and goods across the Caspian 
*'oa from A^oun Ada to Petrovstk or Baku, mevitable if it be used. 


Given a shorter land route, without any such transfer^ and the Trans¬ 
caspian route is sure to be Lea ton. Such a roufe is ftJund in the 
one through ilte Cas(>iari provinces of Persia and Khorassan, along 
the line chosen by Najj deou for tin- proposed Fraiico-Russian inva- 
eion of India, ipr, rather, a little to the north of it, for the Caucasus 
Govornineut wishes to improve on tliat. also, A few details of the 
proposed route may be iutcresting. At preseut the railway system 
of Russia peiietratef south iw far as Yladikavkax, at the foot of the 
Caucasus range. To complete tlie connoction with the Transcaspian 
line it mu^t bo extended either to Potrovsk, on the Caspian, a port 
te the oust of VkJikavkaE, or elan over tlie Caucasus to Jiflis, where 
it would join the Batoum lino running to Baku, a'hother port on the 
1 >aapian, a little to the south of Petrovsk. Owing to cost the 
latter undertaking is out of the running, 'and it is believed that 
the VladikavkaZ'^PetroYsk line will be commenced in a few weeks. 
The KfWikaZt however, is not satisfied with this route from 
liuBsia to the Caspian 8ea It wants a still shorter one, and 
recommend a. an extension of the Tsuritzin line to FetrovslE. Taaritzin 
is a railway terminus on the Volga,-at the point where that river 
tuns in towards the river Don, From Moscow to Baku, viA Hia^ 
can^ T^rttsin and Petrovsk, would be 1,391 miloB; to Teheran 1,641 
milea. From Moscow to Baku. viA yiadikavkax and Petrovsk, the 
diftenoe by way of Kharkoff, 1,664 tnilei^ or if the Voronej 
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3me to VJadikaTtat be adopted, 1,613 milca— tlie distances to Teberan 
bein^ respectively 2,134 miles and 2,063 miles. The TsAritzia 
ro^te to the Persian capital is thus shorter than the Yladikavkac- 
PetroTsk route by 293 and 222 miles, respectively. If, instead of 
the Vladikavkaz line being pushed cm to Petrovsk ]t were eitended 
to Tifis, the railway route from Moscow to Tolierau, vi4 Baku, 
would be 1,983 miles," or 142 miles longer than the Tsaritain route* 
In thi'a manner it is clear that an extension of the Hussian Pailway 
down the Volga, from Tsaritzin to the Caspian ports of Petrovsk, 
Baku and Pesht, would be the shortest route froji^, Moscow to 
Teheran, This route the Caucasus Government is doing its best to 
get adopted by the Imperial authorities 

The next poiiit to consider is the route to Herat Two 
are mentioned—the Transcaspian and the Khorassan. The first 
starts from the port of Azoun Ada, on the east coast of the Caspian 
Sea, opposite Baku and Petrov^k, and according to the computation 
of the would be 729 miles long. 


Azoun Ada to Aakabad 

Miles. 

300 

Askabad to Barakhs 

£00 

^’arakhs to Pul-i-khatun 

.F. ... 40 

Pul-i'khatuB to Kfaombou 

»-» in. 76 

Ehombou to Herat 

... ..» 11.3 

a 


Total 72& 


Instead of sUrting from A*oun Ada, the ICatiaz would 
sooner see it start from Gez, the port of the Persian city of 
Asterabad^ and follow the route through KKorassan, recom¬ 
mended by General Fetrusevitch years ago. This would be 610 
miles long. 


Gez to'^Aste^bad 

» p p 


Miles. 

46 

Aiterabad to Budjnurd 



182 

Budjnurd to Kutehan 

■ * 

p ■ p 

... 66 

Kntchan to Meshed 

* ** 

r 

h P « 

93 

Meshed to Herat 

4 X * 

* + + 

m 223 



Total 

... 610 


This route would traycrea an nmaxingly fertile country the 
whole way, and the Kavkaz auggeats that the line should be 
constructed at the expense of the Russian Government. It does noi 
bedieve the Persian authorities would offer any opposition to it, Bo 
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fftr as the railway from Herat district to Pisliin is concerned h 
assumes that, that would be constmetcd by the Indian Government. 

Id this manuer* passengers to Europe from India would journey, 
Ti& Uaudahar, Herat^ Meshed, Asterabad and Gez, talking the 
steamer thence to Baku or FeLrovsk Tliia would be only tempor- 
ary^ a nce from Asterabad the line would be extended in time along 
the Caspian littoral to Uesliti and thence proceed, Baku, 
Petrovsk, Tsaritzin, etc, across Russia aud Eurirpe to i'&lais- Such 
a route would render poi^slble an unbroken railway journey the whole 
way from t'ulcutta to Calais and its adoption h strongly urged by 
the organ of the Caacasus Govern men L Since the task of selecting 
the roi^te fulls to Russia, it thinks she should choose tlie shortest, 
and construct the line in a solid and durable panner throughout. 
Com tit ion of tiny serious character js considered out of the q^uestion. 
England manifests no desire to extend the European system from 
Coustajitinoplu to Quetta^ and neither Turkey nor Persia will con- 
itriict a through Railway for her. Moreover, a line from ConsUa- 
tinoplo through Asia Minor to the Persian Gulf, and thenco across 
southern Perjiia to Kamlahar and Quettii^ would encounter many 
serious engineering dillioulues, lacking iu the linasian route Ihoso 
political veterans who once advocated an English line from Con- 
etantinopic to India, viii Teheran, Meshed and Herat will feel how 
much ground Kngland has lost in Persia at hearing the term Hus^ 
sian route applied to the section from Teheran to Herat Yet the 
Russians arq. not far wrong ill regarding it as their own. j for it is 
difficult ti>fiCO what can prevent northern Persia from ultimately 
falling into Jlussja's hands, except, a war disastrous to Russia 
m Europe. Tlie section from Teheran to Shahrood (248 
miles) might he constructed by Persia, but tho link to Ge* 
(IhO miles), would bo constructed most prohiihly by Russia, 
Although the railway might make a detour at first from Baku and 
Resbt to Teheran, and thence to Shahrood, the lino would ultimato- 
Jy work round tho Caspian coast, vifl. Hesht, to GeZj avoiding the 
Persian capitah So far as goods traffic is concerned, Gez would 
be the port for [ndian goods bound for Russfa, os^Jtiisfian goods 
destined for India, not Hesht (Enzoli) and within hail of Gel, tho 
Russians already possess the naval station Ashurada. One end 
of the KhorassanvectioD from Gez (Asterabad) to Meshed and 
HeraC would be thus under Russian control. 

Having givoTi an epitome of the views current at Tifiis just now 
m regard to the future railway routo to India, it remains to say a 
few words about their tsndancY. My owe impression (derived 
from recent conversations at St. Petersburg) is that Russia will not 
attein|>t just yet to push on any line through Afghanistan to India; 
but will devote her energies to completing her own communications 
between Mosoow and Merv| and establislung railway mteroonrse 
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with Meshed. Until the Russiun railway extend.^ to Petrovsk, the 
Transcaspum lino will still ramaia to a degree in the air^ far the 
Batoam route la it would be liable to be severed in war timCf and 
the Volga route^ of I'ourse, is cut off in winter. Hence the impera¬ 
tive necessity for pushing the homo network down to Petrovskp 
and although (as I ienni toniay from St. Petersburg f the Minister of 
Railways has wiretf to the capital, stopping the passage of the 
Vladikavkaa Petrtvak liailway i^roject through the committee of 
MinisterSn uatil his return^ 1 am still of opinion that this will ha the 
route chosen At any rate either from Vludikavkaz qr from Tsarit- 
xlu the railway network will bo pu’?liod down to Petrovsk without 
much further delay. Sira til tiineously with this, one of th^eo other 
lines will be started;^(i) an extension from Pctrovsk to Baku and 
Beshtp to meet the Teheran line and connect the"' Persian capital 
with Europe ; (2) a new railway from Gaz and Astcrabad to Meslied ; 
f3) ft line from the Askabad smtlon of the Tmnscaspiaa Railway to 
Meshed. Do^^pite all that is said by the 1 should not b« 

surprised if the choice of the Emperor fell upon the third railway— 
the one from Askabad to .Meshed. It would i>e only a short lino -- 
less than 150 inile^ ; but it would give liussia predominance lu 
Hborassaii, and threaten Herat and India from a uew quartc'^-^two 
circumstauces that would jnsiify the construction id' the line, quite 
apart from the trattic considerations ari>ing from the joining 
of so important a city as Meshed with the Transcaspian Bailivaj. 
General .Komaroff is most anxious to have the line constructed, 
and exeroiaes all tho influcnco he can to secure ^the Emperor's 
consent for the aoheme. After this the Gcz*Meshed Hallway 
stands tho best chance of being adopted—as affording a second 
line of advance upon India ; then follows the PeLrovitk^Teheraii 
and Teheran-Gcs achemes. Although a cessation of Alikhanoff^s 
intrgues in Afghanistan is hardly to be expected, it is highly 

f robftble Russia will endeavour to coinpleto all the railways 
have TTiontioned, before eiic lea von ring to come to any arrange¬ 
ment with England, with regard to a junction of the Jtiis&ian 
ftud Indiah syitems. Such a junction cannot well tukc place without 
Russia specifying tho limits of her advance—for although a caravan 
road can be easily acmeied, it is not so easy for the Cossacks to 
grab a railway. If Russia asked England to 'extend the Indlftn 
system to Herat, this would be a frank avowal of her relinquishment 
of territorial designs on Afghanistan. Uussia is not likely to do this, 
for once her railway communication with Meshed are ^complete, aha 
will be able to render Herat difficult for either Amir or Viceroj" to 
control, unless England wisely pushed on a railway to Herat, while 
Russians hands are, to a certain extent, tied in Europe, and levertl 
links tn the Mosoow-^Moshed line of eommumcitiont remaui 
incomplete. 
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'PHAmCASPIAJf RAILWAY AND TSM 
TIMES** CORRESPONDENT. 

Lowdow, AvguU 17th^ 188S. 

rpHE Raaaian Gavernment seems determiaecfto i^eep the Trans- 
X Caspian Railway before the eyes of EuropOr Among those 
who attended the opening of the line was Gospodin N, W. 
Karas luc^ the Russian artistj and lie has rettiraed with a portfolio of 
sketches winch are to be n^produced in Paris by tiie Gonpil firm 
(now Boussod Vfladon ami Co-), under the atispices of the Russian 
Govern meat, at the cost of £3,000 or £10,000, Ko doobt the 
sketches urn well wortli reproduction, for Karuzino is a w^onderfuUy 
clever artist, and in Ids lime must have turned out thousands of 
admirable skrtE-fics (if Central Asian life ; but it is curious to con¬ 
trast the reaiiiiicss vritfi which Rnsi^fa, at a moment when she is sup¬ 
posed to be fitiancially cnihurrassod, puts down £1(>,OUO OD top of 
the heavy cost of f he Transcaspian line, while England in a sneaking 
sort of way^ is raidiii^ a little money hy the sale of the remnants of 
the Suakin-Bcrlier Ifailway and desert water pipe line rnsting under 
the shanties in PJurnstcad marclies. As an engineering exploit there 
never was anything reinarkayo about the Transcaspian Railway^ 
Oidy vunity^^caii cause Geiicral Aiinenkotf to consider 4iimscir a 
flccoad Les^ei^a, But he certainly deserves the fullest credit as the 
originator of the short overland route U> India tlirough Nussia. The 
idea was &<dely iitd eicliisivclj’' his own, and he received nothing 
but ridicule and ahuso when he first nia<le it known to Iho Russian 
Govenmietih and ])ubiic. Even SkobelcfT attached no value to it at 
the outset, and when [ disciissed the future of the railway with him 
in 1832, he icfcrred to Aunciikoff in terms which I thought had 
better not bo published^ Ho would liardly allow him any credit in 
connection with the Gcok Tape campaign. All the ^tne, ^nnenkoff 
fought on. As Director of Military Transport tn tRussia. and a 
wealthy man aa well, ho possessed considerablo influence, w^hich ho 
exercised to ilie utmost on behalf of his pet sehbme. Yet a pamphlet 
he wrote on the matter fell flat in Russia, and I myself incurred 
ridicule w'hen i drew attention to his ideas in a puuiphlet, The 
Hussian Railway to Herat and India/’ and issued Id 00 copies, with 
AnnenkoflTs map, to Parliament and the Press, The discovery by 
Leasar of the easy rood to Herat gave the idea a fresh impulse, and, 
aa soon as Merv was annexed, the future of the line was assured, 
Annenkoff rereived orders to extend it from Kizil Arvat to Askabad, 
and thence to Merv; after >frh]ch be bod to set on foot a fresli official 
agitation, resalting, in spite of the opposition of the Mmister of 
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Finincef m the permission to carry it on to Samarkhand. It u 
true that his chiof idea—that of pushing tbo line down to Qaetta—^ 
hu not jot been realised ; but, sooner or later^ it is certain that a 
junotion will take place of the liussian and Indian lines, and in the 
meanwhile General Annenkotf has done his best to bring this about 
bj hit success in persuading the iiussian Government, after much 
pressure and argumeht, to put down the line from the Caspian to 
Samarkhand. 

This week the General has been gazetted *' Director^’ of the 
Railway. As the Gazette specified that he is to ** retadia his present 
appointments,^' which are, of course, of considerably greater impor¬ 
tance, the decree is oyikionbly intended to keep the Jine under his 
ciiarge until the Government makes up its mmJ whether to place it 
under ^tate control or not. The bulk of the railways in Russia are 
managed by pubic GOmpaiiiee. There are, however, several thousand 
miles of line managed by the State, and the present tendency is to 
place all weak railwa}'^ under tlie State, and ulthnat^dy to render 
the railway system a Government monopoly. The Trunscaspiau 
Railway belongs to neither category It Wiis not constructed by 
the Ministry of Hallways but by tlie War ati.l the latter is 

not disposeJ| at the Inmr of triumpli, to lian.J il over to a department 
which always cavilled at and pooli-pooheJ the uinfertaking. Jn time, 
no doubt, tho Minister of War will get tired of tho burden. In the 
meanwhile there obviously could no^ be a better controller of tho 
admmistrat ve atfairi of the line at Petersburg ttiau General 
Annenkoff, its constructor The selection of tlie loc.il oflicialjj will 
fall to him, and ho will doubtless make Ids inliiience felt on the 
discussions that will arise in time as to the extension of the lino, 
whether to Tashkent, Meshed, or Herat, 

Somcwh.at tardily, the Times has begun to pubUah this week 
tho series of letters it mu^t have received some time ago from tho 
epeeiul corrospondent it detailed off to Jesertbo the opening of tho 
Samarkhand i^ihvay. These promise to be valuable, the author 
being no Vthor than Mr. Dobson, long the accurate and onergetio 
correspondent of tho 7tmes at St. Petersburg. Sir West EiJga- 
way, in his Ninctesnlh Centtir^ article of last October, was ill- 
mannerly and unfair cnon;.'h to describe Mr. D^ynson as a Ro 
iian and a ‘‘ boy/' Mr^ Dobson is nt^ither. Ho already possess^ 
ed journalistic knowledge when he went to Russia many years ago 
a youth, and after learning Russian proved of great aBsistance 
to Mr. Schuyler in preparing his well-known *'* Tarkiatana.'' 
Subsequently, having acied as correspondent of several papers 
he became the representative of the Timet. When the war of 1876 
broke out, Mr. Dobson asked permission to go to Bulgaria as 
special" with the Rnomaii army, Thti was refused, the Timet 
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piniiLLig it^ faitli upon mflitiiry oorrcspcnulfiiits, upon ^bicL ho 
ihretw n]> his appointment nntJ went to the JUantih^as b free hmee. 
It \ra9 tbis evaoimtion of the St, Pet^rshurp; po^t that IaeI to Siv 
Donald Mnekons^io WalJacn Ijoiiig s(±iit ihithor, and pi'.vod the way 
for the lournalistk: career of thi? latter in liiaHstsi, Turkey, and JiJgypt* 
After a while the carrcfiponilonts at the s^Eit of >var getting 

diaahled or diaperstod, tlio 7 ’tm/^i was only too glsui to avail ihsc-Ji'of' 
Mr* Dobson again, mid lie re[>refietited tlie ]aipcr thronghoot the 
T^leviia and oMier stirriiTg cpiwiiles of the war, J'omiiiig a freinlahip 
with Skobeleff which lasloEl iinf il the Inttcr ^ideatli^ anti inruiy ue^piaiiit- 
ances willi 5 ie leading jtnssiitn luilirnry tnen, wlufdi have proved 
invaluablefiinrm. The war over, Mi\ J )ol>*on w ^^3 rc-up|joinied 7 fWa’ 
oorre.iffondcnt nf Ht, fh tci-shnrg^ and has ]>artU!i}iatoJ in all the iiii- 
portaut iKolIticftI events there up to tlic pref^tmt time, When the 
inaugural ion of ihn Trun^cuvpijjii Uaiiway was niiiioiiuced, he was 
■ipecialfy oivlcred off to dcj^criho tlie undertaking. 

Tho iKJ'ihion of corre‘!]>onilent at St, Pcter>!mrg is not an easy 
one* In nmit oiin-r capitals news agencies exist for the eolloetioii 
i>f luforjitniticii, uiii] tlie piess is alvA'iiys on tlic (fui rh'^. A eorros- 
pondciit at. Paris, Herliiu Vienna^ ami eien t'onslaTilinoplei thGr 4 i- 
iore^ is wuroely ever canglif najiping, Tho vase U i[uite different 
at St. Petorslnirg DerTos]K>m!eni< there have t{i fnmt for their 
own news, atid iniiHl be always, day and nighi, on tlie fllert. For 
iniSlance, a Nilidifil pint is siiddinily iliscovi:red,i or aii aMaok is made 
upon lliH life of au cdhckd on Sundav* TJie Ijoiirlnn Pres■ wants tile 
:iHwa, cf course* for Monday morning* l?iit. the St* Peterslmrg 
newspapers aro ipiiUs eoisLeni to juil.lislL it on Wedncjiday, ThurSilay 
nr Friday, and their reatjevfi are not iu Ihe least imjanienl, even if it 
is held over for a week, iMeniiwhile, nidcs^s a correppondent hap- 
jiPD to knc.v nil ofKoial conno ted with the discovery of the plot, or 
i^hauco to pass the spot wliere die attempt w'us ina<lo n]Eon the life of 
T.hft functionary, lie remains in iitUw ignorance mitjl ho 00111054 in 
routacL with tfie hiiKziiig nf a rninour* Then iie liii^ to track tlio 
rumour to its source, and ctilleet all the detiiils, ^ which in 
a less harharouii oouiiti y would he collected hy* the reporters of 
the great papers or the cuiissories of tho news ugcucies* No 
ono nan realise^ what a trying life this i^nplies. The Unglisli 
f'.orrespoudenta at St* PetersIjtirg have i/j be always on the move* 
Morning, noon, mid night they rinist be dodging about the Capital 
vtftiting ibis and the other persons, and loitering in the feeiling- 
rooms of cafis and hotels, and are uover eertaiu, the moment they 
slacken their iiotivity, tliat somctlihig will not occur concent siting 
the eyes of Eurojjo upon Ku^^^ia* As niight he nxiiectcd in a capi¬ 
tal where tbe collect ion of iimvs h in such a medisevul condition, 
mmour is rampant and loads the oorres]ioui)entfl inensstmtiy on a 
wild goose chEise* Then when tlie news is bngged, n fresh difficulty 

5 
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arisen ia sondin^ it over the wires. The teloj^rapli aathoritieb wlH 
thiak nothing of keeping over a despatch two or throe daya^ or the 
oensor of cutting thirty lines down to three, or even, indeed^ of 
falalfying the message altogether^ Finally, after the news has 
reached England and has been ]yiibHshed, the Minister of this, that, 
or the other in Russia may bo offctided when ho sees it in print, 
and may administer the correspondent a ** wigging,' If one adds 
to this the impatiei^oe of a British editor, who ignoring all the con- 
ditiona T have cited, demands the fullet^t details to he sent immediately 
over the wire, and throws into the witste-paper basket any written 
accounts subsequently sent falthough the latter really contains the 
reliable version), it will bo seen that the life of a SSL Petersburg 
correspondent is a dreadfully huraasing one. It U, in fact, the life of 
a dog, and I wouldn't occupy it for tho salary of ^the Viceroy of 
India, 

All the more credit, therefore, attaclies to Mr. Dobson for having 
held his own against all obstacles so long, and managed to be un- 
awetvingly patriotic while retaining the resiiect of the Russians. It 
is notorious, for instance, that Mr. Lowe, the Time^' correspondent at 
Berlin, only maintains his pobt by always kuding the Teutons. The 
Germans wdl allow no hostile foreign journalistic critics at Be din. 
Unfortunately it so happens that Mr. Lowe i;* a rabid German, so 
that British interests are aacrifiocd to the advocacy of German inter¬ 
ests, and great harm is dono^to English policy. Prince Bismarck 
literally controls tho Berlin section of"tho Twines. Quite tho reverse 
is the case with Mr. Dobson at SL Petersljurg, llj ifj neither a 
Russdphobic fanatic of the Ashmead-Bitrtiott description, nor an 
ignorant Russophiie of the T^ansilcll tyf>e. He Has a wide circle 
of Russian friends by whom he is beloved, and ho never telegraphs 
anything that might he constructed into a watUou attack on their 
feelings. All the same, he watches vigilantly J^nglamTs interests, 
and if more telegrams, and longer ones, do not ap[n^ar in tlio 
it ifl simply due to the censor conditions I have referred to and to 
the refusal of t^e TVWi to publish any Hussion nowrf except of s|>e- 
ciol interest, pEiery year the Times wastes more of its Rassian te¬ 
legrams than It InsertSi, 

Renter's supply of newi from St. Petersburg is meagre, man¬ 
aged by Rns&laa officials, and not to be defended upon. All 
the more value, therefore, attaches to the carefully collected 
news which Mr, Dobson sends home, and which is the only 
reliable supply at the present juncture. During my visits to 
Russia, 1 have had many opportunities of seeing him at work, 
and my regret has always been that the capacity and energy 
he posaeBses shouhl have been wasted on the thankless task of collect¬ 
ing news the bulk of which never sees the light. Up to now ho 
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has not turQQcl hU atlentioEi to poUtical literatare, but has rec«atl^ 
coaiVl6n(^ed a Life of Friaoe Gortschakofif” for Messrs* Aliena 
JUmitieTii Siatifstti^n series. This promises to be an important and 
interesting work, as Mr. Dobson uot only knew the Chaacellor, but 
U acquatatei with memberd of ins family, ofhoial friends and oflSoial 
foes, and be twee u them and the information placed at his disposi¬ 
tion by the liusiinn Government ho wiU be able to turn out a 
a capital book. The chief diihcuLty will be to cgjiipress the matter 
into a couple of hundred pages, and it is by no moans improbable 
that a larger biof^rapby will appear in due course^ or else the but- 
}ilus materials will be incorporated in a history of the Eastern 
QuestioUj which has occupied Mr. Dobsufi^s mind some time. 

Tlic work just brought out by General IJoulanger^s brother, 
‘'Voyaga a Merif; les liusscs daud rAsic Uentrale etlo Ohemin de 
fer traiist*:ispieii,' is ailv'crscly re viewed by the /Vbtfu? Vrem^a this 
week. While admitting that it is well got np and is veryoompli- 
mentarv to Itussia, the iVi>iv/? yremt/a says that it will “only interest 
the ordmary reader,From a soientidc point of view it is most 
uasatiabicLory, and anybody who was uot an engineer could have 
written it just a:^ well. 

Whether Azouu Ada or Krasnovod^k shall be the Caspian start¬ 
ing of the Transcaspian Railway is still being deliberated by the 
coJiiinUsiou aiipointed at St. Petersburg a few months ago, and its 
decision is uot expected until the middle of September. 

-- ^ - 

TEE " TIMES^’ AMD THE TEAMSCASPIAM 

RAIL WA Y. 


London, August Slst, 188S. 

T he Thnes has continnod publishing this week the admirable 
letters of its St Petersburg correspondent oii tht^ Transcas¬ 
pian Railway, which shed a flood of light upon the* recent operas 
tjons of Hussia in the Turcoman region, lu this respect they differ 
from those which the llev. J, Lausdell has Ween publishing in the 
Maticfiester Guardiafi. The author of “Through aiberia” is utter¬ 
ly ignorant of Russ; he is never well served liy his interpreters, who 
get bored to death by his interminable questioning and become careless 
or indilferent after a while ; aud for the most part he mixes o^^ly with 
Kussian ofliciuls of inHuence, the soamy side of whose character he 
never describes in his books. If one can imagine a Frenchman 
coming to Loudon ignorant of English and writing a book on Eag- 
land, without rending a single English book or neirspaper, without 
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witli tlie ar living witli Uii^ni in their hamesi m\d 

without iu the? trying to phioo liifiiself on u, footing with their 
feeliog?!* boing content to tiiko liis of English life from % 

flcoro, or a coufile of score, of Frcnoh-speiiking peraona of tlie ofii- 
chil or iu‘i?it(JCTuUo ciicles lio will hiivis :l yat-y good idea of Mr, 
Tjnnsdoirs metboii-i id' r^tinlying Kn^stii, TlniJi hia description of the 
TraDscatpiiin lliiiiwiiy tliat of t\ iiioro co.^^niopolitan touriat, aoitoua 
not to say aiiyihlng disagreouhlo idimif; oftiL-ials yvho liave given 
him u eheup rUlo aivd u djea|t feed to-i[ny, and whom ho may per- 
liapa rtHiuiro to give him iiuother ohcnp riJe and oheap feei to-mor¬ 
row. His h'ttcvH only adnnl ono thing and admit it tersely—tho 
Transcaspian line is not ihorougldy" iniilr ; but wliy tho thorough¬ 
ness is absent is either purpo^dy coneciih-d hy him, or becattse, is 
more prolvably the OE\?e, his ignorance of Itus^ia provhntoil liim from 
iLscertiuning the causes from those who knew tfie local liistory of the 
line. This ii-rnl other blanks Mr, Dobsou fills in, Justcad of ^tick- 
iug to some bigh personage like a leech, ami adboring until i^ojito 
other prey loomed in siglit, as is a ciiaracU'rLsI u: of Mr* Lansdidl, 
the Times' correspondent travelled and miied with ali maimer of 
Hnssiunson tho way to Sniniu'khand ; ho iliscnsscd the ruiiway witli 
the enemies an<I the friends of General Aunonkoil'as well ih vith 
that personage bitnself; and tho result i^ a sflrieH of interesting let¬ 
ters tlmt remind one of f:>elnivlt*r, and will cause tlio rotersburg 
censor a goad deal of anx!ory us to what ougbt or ongln not to bu 
suppressed: 


At first sight it might senin that Mr, Ihjhson's eiposoro would 
do ban’ll to Guneral Annenkoff* With the caiidnur tliui was ;i 
cliaructerisiic of Mr. Schuyler (Mr* Dcihson paidly rttccivod his lit^ 
erary trsduing at the liandih of tho autlior of "‘Turkistaif'), the Times* 
coiTospondeut shows t!io TransiaspiEiii Itailway to be very budly 
built, to bo more or less acinnped tbroUgboTit^ and to ho, in ojio word. 


(]uite an engineering farco iu regard to jiermauent-way, stations, ami 
ruliing-stotii,. Fe ttdls iH of a vcist, or two-tliinls ot a mile, of rails 
being laid in tlrirfy minutes, of granililoquoiitly named railway sta¬ 
tions of the sisfio of gentry-boxes, and of railway carriages compared 
with wjiich the gipsy oafavaiis of obi England are FulmoJi curs* 
Thanks to fhecficup and rapid eohstriiciion, so little sound work is 
|>iil; into tho lino tliat streams am allowed to bo/o their own culverts 
through the embankments ; and this they do iii Audi a suinmary 
fashion sometimes that a mtli} or two of rails disappear iit the desertt 
to puzzle perhaps the ai'chicolegist of the 2f>th century^ who may 
eotistrue on their diseovery tlion that tile Turcomans know about 
railroads long before the llussiitii couquost* Meanwhile, upon Mr* 
DobsuiTs description* some of tho “masterly iuactivity scotfera” in 
India may also buiM the theory that the Tmuscaspiau Railway iii a 
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very poor thiu^ Bnd iL failure, aiiJ that Kii^luud iioed eiitertaiii no 
foar of ita beijj^ tho slightetst value to Itussiu in any niarcli tipoti 
Herat auil Uaridaliar. Iroin what I know of Mr, Dobaoii's snati- 
lueul^f x\iU would be the very last view Uo wouhl desiro to encourage, 
1 will attempt; to exphuu a litUo more fully wliut he cleseriheH 
**l>eliiuij tbo seeueii'* withrespoct to the iueepliou and oousjtmetioii of 
the railway, and indieale tliu li<niudt he iuiij eouferred on Genorul 
Auueukod' by oxpOMug its* dofectd. * * 

liL the first place, the railway is hy no iiiunns a faivo liko the 
Feraiati lino at TeheraJi. By starting ifip Beshb-Teheran Imc at the 
(J;ispiaii itisleiui of conveying the laile on eameU' backn two hundred 
iniles to TelieraTi in order to start at the capiiahtho Sliah luighfchavo 
built the iiiiloago already of^enod at i!4,OUO or iiistooil of 

£LU,000 a mile. This was simply fooling the dtd'orenco away, iu 
tlio cswo of Ituisia, Ii^iwever, tlie 'rransoaspian itiiilway, is all badly 
huilb, not heeause there IjrtH l>eiiii any loni[oolcry, or any particular 
waste Or eorruption, bitt I localise Aiinenkoli' has not s[ioni upon it 
that time and tnotiHy wjf.liont wliiidv uo lino can bo [iroporiy laid. 
Unlesa war oariy iriforvenes, both time aiul money will bo I'ortU- 
c^oming, anri the pro^eut rotigh line will hecomo a tliorougli-huilt 
railway. Most piuiKibiy this eventnaIffy will bo aecOmplUhed ill a 
couple of 3"yar3, pei hajH eiii lier. Then, when as iiiueh has been 
spent on it aa on other Russian lines, it will Ijecomo as good as 
they are. * • 

lint wouhl if not. hav'u hecu ehoaper and better to haTo con- 
structoil a sound solid, duitror Imo at the outset ? Xo, most decided¬ 
ly not—from the standpoint of General Aniioiikoff. Other projec- 
torzt hiul pnuJOaotl tying (hnilriil Asia to Hnssia by railway, hut the 
vustness of Uui oiitltiy bad alwayn frighf/onoil tho Government* An¬ 
ne nko 6 :iaw the cvcelleJico of the Merv-Uluii’djiu route* He joined 
tlio uohio army of projoot jts. His idea was to connci^t tlie Cauca- 
sus, tlio tjaspiim base, T"ansc;isp[a, and Turkiatau at a st^kc, and at 
tile same tiiiio threaten ilcrat and open up u new European route to 
India. Tlio Ministry of it nil ways leluctaiitlj^ do voted its attention 
ti> the iuvestiguUon of Uiis idea, and drow' ifp a plan of a railway 
whicli frightouod Elio Government into fits, so groat was the oxpen- 
ciitiare of time ami Jiiouoy involved. Had Auneiikofi:' beeu leaa 
hrllliaut and more *Hborough,^" the locomotive might yet have been 
stick lug at A^kubud, But he know that his idea was a good one; 
ftndj wnat was moi'o, ho know tliat tho only way to shove it through 
was to impress the Emperor with what be could do personally in the 
way of speed and cheapness. So he put in an estimate that would 
have amazed tho smartest jorry builder in England; and he oflferocl, 
with soldiers alone^ to coustruot the lluo with a rapidity that should 
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Atftrtle not only Ea^sia but Europe A9 welU Thank b to this auJacIty 
he gained the T*ar's coasent. Of couraej hia enemies were enraged, 
and all the railway engiaeera were against him ; but he carried the 
thing through and secured Russia such prestige, by linking Samar^ 
khand with Europe, that the Emperor is now quite ready to advance 
any further sums that may be required to put the railway in prO[>er 
trim. So far* therefore, from the Times" letters do-ng Anneu* 
kotf harm, they will*probably do him good, for the Emperor—who 
reads the ZiWj—will make it a point of honour (the Tsar is deeply 
patr otic) on the part of Russia to improve the line ; and ©von if thU 
involved taking it from Under military control (superTfsed by An* 
nenkoffjand placing it under the charge of tiie lilmistry of Kailway 
the prestige of the idea atid its realisation would always rest, with 
Aaneukoti, Sooner or later, as I explamed tho otlier day, the line 
is bound to come under the control of the Minister of Railways, 
Admiral Possietta, aud no one knows this better than Anneukoff 
himself. Odee Possietto takes it over, the very enmity that exists 
between him and Anueukoff will cause him to mahe the line a good 
one, if only to show Russia how superior the supervisioii of the Rail¬ 
way Department is to that of the War Office, In this manner the 
TrauscaspLan Railway will become a proparly equifii>ed liuci shed¬ 
ding by degrees all the defects so well described by the gnipiue pen 
of Mr* Dobson, 

Th^ chief impulse to improvementjhowever, will not come from 
AnnenkoRJ; or from the Rill way Department, but frJm liussian 
commerce* If the line wore purely a military one, I shtuld sido with 
those who are laughing at It, tiut there is no fact I iiav^c tried ttiora 
to hty stress on in my writings than tho fact that the Russian 
advance is a material as well as a military one, Uussta is expanding 
towards India just as ICugland in South Africa is expanding towards 
the Zambesi, or in Uanada towards Manitoba and the North-West, 
One hoars a good deal from military men about the tens of tliouaanda 
of Russian soldiers Russia sends as recruits to the Caucasus and 
Turkistan, ^ut nothing of tho tens of thousands of peasants who 
migrate thither*©Very summer* Politicians talk of the revolution in 
the Russian advance accomplished by Skobaleff against Geok Tepe ; 
but the development of Russia's petroleum indastry at Baku is 
ignoredj although it has done more to expand and consolidate Russians 
material power in the Caspian than all the triumphs over tho 
Turcomans, {Similarly 1 look to the trade of Central Asia to bring 
about those improvements in tbe TranscaspiaD Railwny which I have 
affirmed will be efibeted within a couple of years. Central Asian trade 
formerly went through Orenburg* It now flows from Tashkent* 
Samarkoand, Khiva aud Bokhara to the Caspian Sea. The obstaclea to 
the traffic occasioned by the defecta of tho line to which Mr. Dobson 
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refers have alretidy led to many complaints addressed to the Govern- 
luont, and the Government is already taking steps to remedy them. 
binceMr. Dobson*s return, a ship load of rolirng-stock has arrived at 
Azoun Ada, and other consignments of locomotives and carriages arc 
arrivings It should not be forgotten that any dedeiencies in regard to 
rolling-stock cnn be rapidly remedied whenever the Government takes 
the matter well in band. In two or three weeks as many additional 
trains could be phiced on the line as the GovcMinient wished—all 
that would be needed would be to place the surplus rolling-atock of 
the Tzaritzin, Saratofi:'^ and other railways touching the Volga on 
barges (and targes of from 1,000 to 5,000 tons capacity are obtain¬ 
able by hundreds on that river) and floaf tliem down to the Oanipian 
t^ea. At prestmt the Russian n tor chants in Geulral Asia are not 
clmiiourijig about tlie exjjense and delay in sending goods by the 
Transcaspian Railway as nmeh as they will in a few numths'' time, be¬ 
cause tlie railway, bad as it is, is bolter than the camel, to which they 
have been so long accustomed, and for the moment tiiey are thank¬ 
ful for any small mertues. But before long, odious coin pari sons will 
he instituted, not between the canjcl and the railway, but botweea 
the Transcaspian Badw^ay and other Russian lines; and then the 
agitation will swell until the Government takes the railway out of 
the olxarge of c^oloncJs utid tnajors and captains and lauiids it over to 
the traineil ofHciuls of the Ministry of Railways, Five years ago I 
traversed the Trunscaucusiuji Railway just after the section from 
Tiflis to Baku was ojiencil. Tiicrc was then hardly any roliing-stock 
on the line, flje t rathe was con fined to a dozen or twenty passengers^ 
and although the line was better built than the one across the Cas¬ 
pian, still a very nitiusing article could have heoD written about its 
desolation and other defects. Yet within three years the trnMo was 
ao groat that, the railway could not cope vritb it in spite of incessant 
additions to its rolling-stock, and although last year over one thou¬ 
sand trains were again added and seventy locomotivea, my Russian 
papers mention this moruiug that tlie sum of one-and-a-half million 
roubles has Just been assigned for additional rolling-stock. On the 
Iflt January next the State will tak? over the whgJh liuff from Ea^ 
tonm to Bakut and the Transcaucasfiaii Railway Coinpany as a pri¬ 
vate concern will cease to exist. The Transcaspian Railway, from 
Azoun Ada to S^umarcuud, is a natural continuation of the Trani^ 
Caucasian line, I have a conviction that the moment the State con¬ 
trol of the Caucasus Railway is organized, the War Office will hand 

over the Central Asian section to uie Railway Department abo. 

1 

Thus the Tirws^ letters, while exposing to the fullest the weaker 
]poiuts of the Transcaspian Railway, do not in the least detract 
iroHk its Bignifioance, Mr, Dobson does full justice to the impor¬ 
tance of the railway in abridging the distance between Central Asia 
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and Europe ^ and if the loaat attempt should be made to twlat him 
remarks into the opinion that he deem!) the concentratian of a groat 
Rnssiim annv tii Afghaiuataii iiii]>09sible, I take advantage of the 
opporttinitj^ to mentLon tluit, sty far from holding this he enter* 

tains the most ixjasimist opinion respecting our ability U> resist 
Hussia at alL 

The Kavhaz is publishing n series of energetic leadersj urging 
that Krasiiovodsk sliould )>c made ihe starting j»uint of the line 
instead of Azoun Adn, o wing to the deep water excellouoc of the 
former port* This would involvf^tlie ocm^itruetiou of id^fity miles of 
udditiomdline from KrasnoTodsk to MuUa Kari. There is every 
pr(jl*ability that the hlt-a \\ ill be adopted in due conrpe» In the mean¬ 
while, it is announced that a rojiious s!up]dy of drinking water has 
been detained at Krasuovodsk by sinking artesian w<dls. 

N, Konshin wrii.es to ilie Vrfimji/u, ilcnying tlie report 

that he had ahamloned Ins intention of holding a itns.^ian <^x1iIbition 
at Teheran. The opeuiu-g liaa been postponed goods liavo 

boon delayed ou the road. Aithongli receiving no pecuniary aid 
from llie Kussiaii tiovoruiueut, he is snpporLed iiy the Mission ai 
Teheran, 

It is reported that negotiations aro in progrois hetwoen Russia 
and Persia wdth n view to dchniug wbicli shiill r:{eivisc suzerainty 
over the Yon^ud Turcomans roaming from <'Tie side of tho Aslcraliad 
frontier io the other. Russia w ishes to make subjects of tlioin alL 
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]juniio:*i OcAoher 5/A, 

T he 7*Wj‘ is'blowing its trumpet a little too lustilv over Mr. 

Dobsonletters on the Transcaspian Railway, fevery other 
letter liaa a laudatory leader tacked on to it, ami ^yesterday's might 
have fitly been applied to some fiuoh ojiploit as ArmljiiuH Vanibery s 
dervish w'amlerings to Hamarkliand instead of to an ordinary journey 
to Central Asia in a railway caiTUlge. ** If/’ said the VVm^a, among 
other ihingSj our Petersburg corresnondoiit liaxl the amiatile 
desire of provoking onvy by his account, ho may Ixj congratulated 
on complete success* A large number of Kiiglishmeii will have 
followed his course on paper with the keeuesL regret that they 
could not have put themselves in his place. Legations, (jonsulates, 
and Mioistries have been hefleiged’" {«<;—iiboiit half-ft-dozeu 
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applicjLtians all told) “ witli flappHcatfoiis for leave to make the tour. 
VVhen, if ever, the petitions will be granted nobody knows^ and least 
of ull they to whom they are addressed*” This is very prettyi but it 
is chiefly gas. It conveys the impression that Mr. Dobson is the Ma^co 
Polo of the Titnes ; and that the llussian Govemmenti huving 
speeiallyopened the doors of Oentral Asia for a Times'^ correspondent 
to walk in, has specially closed them again to keep all other oom- 
peting intruders out. Mr. Dobson has in reality seen nothing 
(barring a bit here and there of the railway) that badnot been soon 
before, and so far from beirig the only Engnslintan present, three 
or four performed the jouriioy about the same time, and thirty or 
forty might haveei^ually obtained perinissron had they been on the spot 
at St Poter-ibnrg or Hakn, The whole affair of thp refusals to Mr, Cur- 
iton. Colonel and others omae from General AnoeukoiTs un* 

authorised and imlUcreot atf'^mpl. to SE'Curo iiiternatinnai oototioty by 
running a sort of swell Cook's excursloy from ParU to Samarkhund. 
AnnenkofF has only managed to luakr h s railway by" making many 
euonilos in tlje Riisslati iLi)iiiinjstralio!f and lieijco they sat upon 
him liy profossiag ignoraiieo of i.Uc Tivihs affair mid withholding 
permits from all to proceed to f'enIrul As:a* No (jutisLiou of deeji 
policy w-aa involved. It wa^^ simply a matter of personal spite, and 
to gratify Lhutspite the ItiUsiau olh^daU cared no more for the watl-^ 
iugs of Mr. Curzon, M* P.. and the stormiugs of Colonel Talbot, 
tluiu they did for the exposf ulalion> acid maledictions of General 
Anueiikoff himself. So fur M>m there Udng uTiy special priviJego in 
tho case of tho TTiW^, any other paper could have I^een ropresented 
had it cured flic ion tly^ for the topic. The Russian Goveromont 

dawdled in giving permission to Mr. Dobson io cross tlio Caspian, 
because for ton yours a prohihitiGn hud existed against allowing 
Englhhmon to cuter Ccntnil Asia withoiil special leave {ix. prohibition 
readily understood if one tries to ronlise a Russian's views Burna¬ 
by's pranks in Khiva)j and the Hnssiim Government had not made 
up its mind whether^ with the opening of tho Transcaspian routo, lo 
rescind the prohibition or not* Tliis statu of iudt'cisitPii still exists, 
and explains the dawdling in tlio cs^^o of Mr. Dc/bson'i would-bo 
successors* Mr* Dobson, fearful of being too late, sEiirted without 
a permission, trusting to his many Russian fripuds to get it for him 
before he arrived*at the point where a permit would be recjuired— 
Asoun Ada* Had a score or two other applications been 
made about tho same t,ini<i they would have been consitlered 
together, and in all probability a free peniiission granted in 
every ease. But when Annonkuff began to invite all the world to 
go to Central Asia, and Mr. Dobson began exposing in the Time* 
the shams of the Transcaspian line, the Kiissiafl Govern men t 
bound^to consider the expediency of iotting into Turklshiu a ssyarm 

6 
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of pryin", critjeisin^ foroignera* Hence it U by no tneuns untikely 
that it will enforce the use of ft ^pe(5ial j^erjuit to tvuvel m Tranactta- 
pia for ft year or two longer ; above all in the cose of cuustio 
crities like Mr. Dob'iou, 

The uttempi of tho Thiifs to plant laurels upon its own Irrow 
hecaupo, at the oilt'iidtv'slunate, it has spent about £100 in sending 
its Bt. Potorshiirg cor respond tnU to 8ani;jrkliaii(h glvc?^ ono an idea 
of what tho organ of rrinllng House Bipiare considers journali'itlc 
enterprise. If oius looks buck upcii Un' durk pmotl of Transciispiatt 
llistory IVoni lb78 lo I88i>, wlicri the dcihirt^lbr reliahio 

news ft ho lit the Hu-^lao opcmfioii.s in ilio Tun-onian regions wufl 
inteiiso, it is inijiossiEdc not to tliat on lunny an occasion Iho 
presence of such a man ns 3Mi\ Dobson cni flic Perso-Turcoman 
coiiCnes would have been invuluulilc* The at that lime^ 

hosyever, never eoiicerucii itself about news iVoni that region In tho 
least. It was icf'i. for a iu?W:i]jftpor which did not Ixdicvo in tho 
Russian adyance-^the Ni'trs-^io spend i.liousanils of potmih 

in maintahiinga special corn'spoiideut in that ^[uarter. The ser¬ 
vices Mr, O'Donovati rendered by Lis famous riilc to Merv wero 
invaluable, Yoi the Datlii made le^s fuss oreriLs own ou- 

torprLe in sending Mr, O’Donovan to Merv at tlio of 

ihonsands of pounds than the TAwrs is making over Mr, Dobson’s 
touri^jt trip at the cost of alitindrcJ pound note. Even when tho 
Lmrisden Jlissioii proceeded to the Afghan frontier, tlio Tinted sent 
*io “spotittl,” contenting itself w ith a fi'w oceasioniil JetterSi- **on 
tho cheap,” from the mymbora of*the IViission, One has only to 
compare ihose letters with Mr. Dobson*s to rcftlij-e tho diflbrotico 
between tho work of a trained iourn!ili4, paid well to work we 11, 
ftnd lUe amateur conti'il^utious, of officials fearful of revealing too 
much, imahlo to critic iso the operatious in lunid, and making up for 
these aud other shortcomings liy apjdying niiliniiUfd laudation all 
round. Major J'b E, Yutc and otherii travelled from tho Ojeu^^ to 
the {.hispiiVU by the now railway, and llio Jbnuer *Slc.'icribcd it in 
his recently isi^ned work Aon horn ATgliaiiLtan,” Whothor he 
was refilly inoapubb of describiug it, or felt h(jui;Kilf precluded from 
doing 50, I w'ill not attempt to discuss t but it is certainly a lact 
that Major Yale’s^ account of tlie line bears tho /;ame projiortioa to 
Mr, Dobson's as an empty egg >shell to a full grown clLLckcUi 

The corre^j^OTident in describing AUkhanodTs homo At 

Merv, raeuiJons the ti-\ij?tencc there fd' a troj^hy in tlio shape of a 
good breoeh-londing fowling piece which had belonged to Major 
Yttte or Major Peacock/' ho vtah “^not certain which, taken after 
the disastrous and flight of the British represeriativos 

ftt the battle of tho Kooshk,” He also meutious the trophy at 
Aflkftbad—the Afglmn cannon captured at Peujdch, placed round 
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base of the StobololT niQuument at Askabad—atid the article* 
txbibitei by Genoral Komaroff, such a& an ludiau helmet, etc. 
Major Yate^ w-ho has much to say about the good feeding he roceived 
at thehand^of Alikliauoif and Komar off, makes no mention in Ids 
book of these unj^easant trophies, I don’t think a hero of the 
Burnaby, MacGregor, Napier, or other web-known English tyjM 
would havo wanted mneli dinner w ith such skeletons at the feast* 


Batter a Jong march and aLi OJiipty stomach lliaii a chaiupague 
dinner with the reminder of an ignominious defeat. Kind aa 
Alikhanoff aiid Komaroff were to 5fr* Dobson one sight of 
those trophies made him winen, Thbi feeling will bfl all the 
more readily umlorstood hy tliose who have happened to live 
much lu liussLa. The cathedrals, churches, and military museums 
of Rt. Pelcrriburg aud Mo-scow aro crowded with flags taken 
from the enemy. Ji'here imi^st he some thonsauib of them displayed 
in the two capiLats^ French^ Polish, (Jerman, Austrian, pungartaii, 
Turkish, Tarkir, etc., etc. Iluudreds of guns alnio decorate tho 
public squares and tlioroughfarcs. Out among fbe guns not a single 
English one is to he found, aihl among the flags only two-^oiie, 
a boat flag eapluroil during the massjicrn nt Elaaglio, and i he other 
a boa-- flag that Heated adioru witli the Tiger on tlio Oriiucan Coast. 
English n’isidenis Lu Jtu^^-^ia are proud of this abi^nce of English 
trophies, and thereroro it galls tlicin to road of the gnus exposed at 
Asfeabad. Of course the two Vutei have prol'est^cd to treat in their 
books tho TVujrlrh iUl'air as a pTircly Afgliari defeat; and tliffir liappy 
ignorance of l^U'^siau has, periiap.s, centriljtiled to esliiblLsh this tell¬ 
ing of oqiiEinimity in Ilnur miud ; Inu it is eorimuly a fact tlial in 
lius^ia the Pcnjdeh shiuipcdo is looked upon as an English defeat, 
and when tlie correspouilent uses the words “ di^a^fti'Oiis and 

di sc redittiblo flight of the Eiiglisli repi-oscniativcs,’* ho simply siatoa 
without disgniso what Alikhnnotf aiit] Komaroffiu Trans-caspia and 
Russian officials Uiiiik and say in reganl to tlic coudiicL of those 
English officers wdio were present at Pmijdeh* Whether Major 
Yato acted rightly or w'rotigly at Ppiijdeh is a matter mttsido tlieir 
remarks, but it is siuinlv a juitLcr of onlinarv# notoriety in 
Russia that his conduct tlierc regarded by Uiissiau military 
men as weak and ignoble, aud tliil., in* a word, they look 
npon him us haviifg complcUdy left the pcor Afghans in tJm lurch. 
Had Xiussiun officers ijoeii in the place of Yale ami Ins companions, 
they would either have managed that no Gglding ti»ok place ai all, 
or would have lioadod the Af^iaiis. Tito cold, nnpassionate! survey 
of the fight from the safe spot, aiul, when all was lost, the stampede 
with dry sabres—these aro features of the Poujtieh affdr which 
BuHian officers, without seeking to cast any slur on the bravery 
and hot ipirit of English JulUlary men generally, candidly confess 
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their iimb'ilitj to undcirstaud* The Kussiau press comments 
affair are never pleasimt reudhjj^. ‘'A coople more J'onjdehft 
and jMaiwuudSr and where 'would bo Britisli rule in India de¬ 
manded a ISt, Potorsbury iiewp}iapur the otiiev day. 

It is inttreflUng Umoie that, while the Kngli>li prese for the 
most part treat tlve ^Vanist-nFijiiini line as a purely local railway, 
the Rtis'jiau press look upon it as the future highway to JtidiH. 
For iustaucc, tho AVtM, an c^xtreinoly f^opnlar non-political weekly 
illustrated pajK^r, is publishing u whole series of exeelleni sketches 
of the line and country by the arti'ft Kara^iue, who has just 
returned from tliere, under the llLle of “ On the Boad to 
India" A Hussophobitst would doubtless dotoct in this one 
more piece of evkienee of Uussia^s itislorical detenu in atioii 
to invade India ; but it really simply shows how more clearly 
Ruaaians appreciate tho progress of <‘veuts in CeJitrwl Asia than w« 
do. Unsiiiaiis generally assirnilate new ideris (kr uioro rapidly than 
Rnglishmeu* In spite of all that has been wriileu on the suldeci 
few Englishmon have got as far yet us to expect, that India will be 
joined to Europe by a ralUvay in their lifetime. Ou the oilier hand, 
the Russians look uj>on it as simply a matter of two or three years. 
While the British public still mixes and muddles the vast st.eitp("; and 
deserts of Turkestan and iho lolly parses of tho Hindu Koosh with 
tho short routes and easy rotuU of tho region berwocn Merv and 
Quetta, the Russians thoroughly iintici'Etand the iiir^igniflcaiice of 
the Afghan barrier, and arc convijickd that at di^Uul date tho 
overland trade of India must again tt a verso the t ksphui (jii ifft way 
to FurO)>e. 

A curious piece of inrorniafcion mndic?* me from Baku, The 
Russian authorities Ijuvo oiih^red four fUiebrcs from India, at 
present in Bokhara, to bo Hout by tlio iie\v railway to Ihiku, in order 
that they may revive tho wors hip of llie “ ch-rnal lires" thore. It 
U a weli'kiiown fact that in distant Baku was ibo Mecca of tho 
fire-worslupiter'i, and, until a h-w years ago, there Wiis still a solit.ary 
Guebre to bo seen tending ut Surakhaui the sacrod hce that had 
boon imrfimg, at an almr for couulless generations* This iire- 
worshipjier was murdcrod for the suviags he was hclicvod to possess, 
and tlio altar was idlowod to i’all to pieces. Whether the Russian 
Government is sim}>ly inviting the four Guebres- from Bokhara to 
amuse the Tzar while ut Baku, or moans iLstutcly to permanently 
revive the fire worship, in order to attract tho Parsoes from Bombay 
and establish useful political relation with ludiaix subjects, I am un¬ 
able for the moment to say, but the iueidont is one that is well worth 
watching. 

It IB probably not quite forgotten that Alikhanoff made hii first 
iurvey of Kerr disguised as a cterk^ accompanying a earavau whioli 
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Goipodin Kosikh conducted tbitlier fro in Askabad* Ko&ikh tiiiide 
IV pile of money in TraiiBcaspia dtiring tills period, and iii at St. 
l^etorsjbiir|T cndeavouriDg to aocnre the support of the Aiinister ot 
I'^inauce for a scheme for eshiblishing commercial relations between 
Eamarkhaod, Tehorflu, Batoum, Ooustantmople, lioiiib^Ly^aiid Calcnt^, 

1 hear also of a movement on tho purt of several liussian mercantile 

houses at Odessa to open offices at Bombtiy. Tlie desputch of Hussian 
kero&ine from Batouin to Bombay and the increiwo in the eiport of 
tea from India to Odessa are causing Kussiun nu^reliants to discuss 
the possibilities of a trade with India direct, \vitbout the intervention 
of England. 

With regard to the conflict in Afghau-Turkistanj very little 
that isnotowortl^y lias been published this week by the Hussiaii press. 
Of course Hussiaiis are very pleaded at the conflict which teiiiJs to 
weaken Afghanistan, but few newspapers advocate any open inter¬ 
ference in the affair. That it will cuii without any coinplicidiou is, 
however, not eipeoted at 8t. Petersburg, whore it is poiuiod out that 
even it Ishak Khan be tljoroiighly defeated a swarm of refugees 
art) likely to cross the froiiiior to seek an asylum in Russia ami the 
internment of tUefti' U Ijouiid to bo a sub ject, for the diplomatists. 
Rome of these fngitixes may prove excellent fools for Alikbauolf' 
to pluy with. Hitherto be Ills only liad Turcoman*# for pawns, hut 
a few Afghan notables would bo hotter jneoos for that clever intri¬ 
guer, and uules'4 they were interned far away from the frontier, 
there is very little doubt tliat he would make an eflectlvo Tim 
of them, , 

A frieuJ who ha.^ just eomo back from Merv, after ample oppor¬ 
tunities of seeing the private side of Alikhaivnff s cliaructer, assures 
itui that he is decidedly tlie strongerit and the cleverest Russian in 
the whole Triwi^easpian territory. Ho is a man of great atnbidoD, 
and ho is determined to make a career for himself if ho can. As 
a career can only he made at the expense of Afghanistan and 
Portiia—a fact which Aliklianolf takes no pains to conceal—it is 
clear tliat his prfi3onc.e at Alerv is a very unsatisfactory feature 
of tho present situatiou in Uentral Asia* lComaro^,«iu fomparison, 
is looked upon as altogether out of the runuing. He may come 
tho frout in connection with Meshed ; but *the rising sun of tho 
Transcaspian woHd is Alikanufl\ and that farourite is rapidly render¬ 
ing bin position all-powerful at Merv, and extending nis influeneo 
outside it os far as ho can. 





44 


0SARLB3 UARVtMT. 


THE TZAR JJf THE CAUCASUS AJ^D 
LUMSDEJf OM PEmBEH 




LoNDi'lfj Otioher t2ih^ 

flUlE Ticar has arrived Hiis wack at Tiflia, and accomplished half 
L Ills journey in the The tele;rrarn.>5 in the Kassian 

papers describe his progress us l>ein(T a briiiiant suecons, Procced- 
irtif iVom the Crimea to ItostofF, on tlie Hon, he travelled hy rail to 
Vladikavkaz, where he I'Cfcived de]ndaUons fioin fJie various cij*- 
Caueusiaii h ihos, ;inil aee^*pleLi hreud and salt from the represontu- 
tivys ol It'is^iui pM>uin coiajutinlTies hi thts Shivropal plains, 
who iioAV ([nilo oiii.rjuniher tlie old Ablatio trihal population* From 
VJadikuvkuz :i ^liorl joui Jev (hrutii^li lIio i>ariel F iss would have 
taken the ImpiudEil ]rirty tuTillis ; hut the T/.ur chose a different and 
inoro roundahour route* returniiij^ raila^ far as MkatpTiuotlar, the 
aLlinliiiatrativo oontro of the Iviihuii tHi-siieks ; riieii j)rfieauHlie» uver 
the New railway tu the now pim. of Xovorossj^ik Tlerehe emliurk* 
el on the Moskva, urn I, estottod by l he first sfjuailron Kussiu has 
placed on the Black ^oa slnco the Cnnjean War, iiuele his way to 
Bulonni, fioni which point lac joiirnt'yf J by rail aijEun to ihe capital 
the (Caucasus* At Ekati^dnoJur Uie Kuban Cossa^jliS turned out 
In fovet'r iitul tlNjdayed ci.^hty stundurds, all rcprcseiitutivc of the 
triumphs the Kiiban tlof^sucks have acliieved since thev were first 
formed to keep llae Caucasus In order, Crjuiblniiig the best elemants 
of the Slav with tliose of the Caucasian (tlje tjosaaeks tor gcuefations 
mated with Caucasian wive.^J^ tho Kitban Cossacks ui o perlmijs the 
fiooat men in tho [{ns^hiu Empire, The Emperor was greatly pleased 
with the variety of in lores ting relies displayed. At NovorosaUk, 
which w'as u intyefisliiug village, unheard of during the lust war, ho 
inspected the ucvv mwt, wliieh in time is to be rendored a fip:it-cla^J3 
naval station, and reviewed the local battalion and twenty-eight 
sotu3^ of various Go.'isack regiments. Thanks to the now railway 
Russia can throw any forco she chooses into thisedmer of the Black 
>Sea, where it would prove an awkard factor for those vainglorious 
English strategists who, quite unmindful of the complete swamping 
of £0 old hostile tribal elements by the swarming Rusaiau settlers, 
fltill talk in a Bip Van Winkle strain of u rising m tihe Caucasus” 
next time England 'and Russia go to war. Sneh heediuBS Trochui 
are apparently quite ignorant of the great military wagon road 
the Russiaiia have cut from Ekateriuodar to Soukham Kale, 
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tbaohs to which fuiy future landing in Trans-Cuncasia would bo a 
mky mutter for on Jovader. 

Tlie squadron assembled in Xororossitk Bay to conToy the 
Emperor to Batouni must laivo brought lioine to him bow nipidly 
ltu 9 sia*a power ih rhtug in the Blucl^ l^sca. It coTU]u'ised, in the first 
place, the two new heavy ironclads ('alh^rht^ tfu^ Second and 
j^/te$niej vessels vvitli incljos of nnncuir and six lii-iDch guns, 
engines of 11,500 borse-power, steuudng ut 15 iftiots. and cupablo, 
as calculations go* of overtaking auil sinkiug Ihc whole Turki>li fleet. 
Then there were five new oorveLtes—the h\<hu/tefZt fJmii'ts, 
2'choroiiotnm'ez, and j^af^ti^njf'/n—aU rupid steaming vesf^eis 

and earrj’iag guns not only tiiore ^mwcrlul than any TurkisJi cor- 
vetks but also tliati most of llm Ttirkish ironclads* Thesu seven 
vos^sels have all* been construoted wil!iiii l.lie lu^it few years. Thft 
remaining fbreo w^re llie oruisers J/umur, the J^afuiat and 

Thii wliolo ttui niaiiiiged to find iiuiple roo^ni in lltaL 
part of Baton 111 which Lonl.Boacoii^lieid, in bis itiemoruldo apology 
for snrrciahTitig it to dei‘lar<‘d could only iieo ommodalo 

“ seven irouelads*'* The Emperor, duriii;i his stay, examinod ihe 
extensive works in [l^ogl■e^s for eularging ihi^ ]fort. ilic new l^altf r)es 
defending Batoum, and the large J'erics of re.-st^rv ihib which now 
often coubin more Jhaii StkOOOd-00 gallon^i of oil nf one time. Tho 
took over the pbic(; as a niiset'ahle ilchiphiated TnrkiBli jiort 
of tw o or Ihrec thousand inbabitaiils* There are now 15,(100 in 
the place, which lias been inmost enl fivly and its coni- 

mereiul ju'ogr^ss will probably be e\rii more nijiid than 1 hatofOdessa, 
U great city, seemingly old* ranking fourth in the. Empire, and 
yet which bus only just celeh/aird its bund ret h Idithday. TUn 
ns we may against liusMu's inilitary j^rogros hi Ihe soutli and 
east, we caiuiot. hope to make the ;-ligliiteft. beadivay against tbo 
material progress the Emperor lias witnessed everywbeve in bis 
tour* Tho laying of the found at ion of a new orthodox eathedval at 
Batoum was one more reinin<lej' to Europe of (be advance of the 
Rusflo-Greek religion Into a region only a few years ago tho hot¬ 
bed of fanntic Mahomed an ism* *, • 

The news of the defeat of Ishak Khan is very di^iappoiDling 
for the Russians. Tho Novcb Frrmyu, ofth5 (itb, Low'ever, which 
1 have just received, seeks coiisolution In tho fuco that tbo Aniir 
is in bad health and in bad odour with many tribes, and can hardly 
hope to transmit a quiet heritage to his successor. ‘‘Sooner or 
later/* the artjcle concludes “tbo India a (jovernment will recognize 
that the political bnfTer it has raided is both unreliable and costly. 
The proaent condition of the country is detrimental not only to 
the trade of Russia but of England also* Would it not be hotter 
to seriously thiuk a little about tlie pacification of AfghanisfaHj 
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even though hj ineana of u- partition, the more ao since a clear 
ethnographical as well as a geographical one can perhaps be 
defined ? 

General Annonkoff has boen entertained at a splendid banquet 
by the merchants of Moscow this week. In a brief speech he dilated 
ou the commerciiLl adviyitages of the Ti'anscaspian railway. Accord¬ 
ing to a Tiflis paper-Stato Councillor Zabagin, Vice-Director of tho 
Department of Customs Receipts, has arrived at Askabad to 
organize the frontier reveufto service in the Transcaspian territory. 

I referred last week to tbe Time/ correspondent's description 
of tho Penjdeh ‘ troplites" at Jlei v and Askabad. In yesterday's 
I'lines appeapd a hsttcr from Sir Peter Lunisdcn poohpoohing the 
trophies, and "emphatically contradict Lug the inipatatiott£$ ou the 
character of the British officers at.Liclicd to the Afghan Pooudary 
Commission'* contiunod. in the wonls of the cci-rospoiident—tro¬ 
phies taken after the disastrou-^ and ditiOrcclitaldc flight of tho 
British roprosontatives at the batUe of Kou'shk/' 

It is a matter of common notoriety to thos*) wlio reail iny 
“ Russians at the Gates of Ilerat/^ and followed my press and 
platform C 4 unpaign in 1885, that I did ray utmost to snstair the 
reputation of the Lumsdun Mission, and dciVnLlcd it from the 
lying attacks of 0. K., Mr* Stead, and the Russian party in Jjoudon, 
Ko one therefore can ncouse me, from my writings or lectures* 
of any animus against ^ir Peter Ijumsdcn in the remarks I am 
going tomako. So far as the trophies are conceriiod, they evidently, 
from tho Russian illustrations 1 have of them, belonged more 
to the Afghan than British Ceramission; but tliis does not in 
the least deprive them of their character as unquestionable 
memorials of an affiiir which will, I believe, always stink in the 
nostrlis of English posterity, notwitlistaniling the attempts of 
Captain Yate, etc., to treat it as a purely “Afghan” defeat. When, 
however. Sir Peter Lurasden touenes upon tlie flight of the Com¬ 
mission he deals with an hi^tarical hict, TeS]^ecting wliich not 
only Ruse Ian Evidence, but English also, is at total variaucc vrrth 
his statemenls. 

He says ! “So fair from ; Captain Yatc retired with hU 
baggage in the most orderly manner.” The distincHon seems to 
me quite Gladstonian, and will be certainly accepted as such hi 
Rus^. Colonel Alikhanoflf happens to have a very complete library 
of the latest English .books on the Husso-Indian quefiiion ; among 
them, 1 believe, the book written by f'aptain Yato’s own brother, 
“The Afghan Boundary Commission, ” containing an account of tho 
battle written a few days after the affair. In this Lieuteuant A. tJ* 
Yate speaks of “commissariat stores and one or two tents'* being left 
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behinrl, i.ogether wiUi a poor wretch of a ‘^cook belonging to Cap¬ 
tain do LaesjHOH, who was stripped by the Cossacks and he apolo- 
giaes for this ubaudomnoDt on the groonds that it was ^*very litto uso 
uavlng kit at tlioHsk of ** Giving oot that they were going to 

Maruehak,'* the party seven miles from Penjdch quitted the 

road, iiQd took quito tlio oppositi’! direelioii across the hills towards 
Kalah-i^maur, passing a inostmisorablo night in ihf‘ wot, and hruTy- 
ing on at daylight to Chiunan-i-htjJ, w'hich was rfincfml after thirty 
hours of ahiiu.jl eoutjntiuus niari'liing^ piuiii epoken man^ after 
reading Lieuteiiard Yale's aconuiiL, woubi term this a flight. But 
this is only thn lirsLact of flio aflair* As soon the Peajdeh party 
rcividiecl Gulran, Sir JVte'r fjiinisden cIuL'rMcJ on falling buck ou 


Tirpnk I'hiri movcinnnt hiiiis«df heads wlfh tlio title, "The 

of the iliindred to Tirpui/' On tlie way the Mission 

got iMlight in a snow storni. Thoro was a regular stampedo, and 
for iniic^i tlio snow was strewn with almidoued baggage, miiloi?, and 
(lead IjoiJios of wrotohed camp followers^ Tbc baggage ’rt'as looted, 
twcnly-fimi' <^aiiip followers pi^rislicd in Ihn snow, and a hundred 
bjiggagi^ unimals wore lost* Sir iVtcr LumsduTi may deny as mttch 
as Ik* likes that Uieso two movements—Y:iU3\ hnrrici racing in a 
JhUe direction across country^ and his own rusli frorn Gulran—did 
not ogiisliLuto wliat the corrt.iS}iiondcut lull Is a "dlH^istrous 

flight*’ from Pcnjdoh, but he will iicvt^r get eIk' general }iuhhc in 
this couiiLry, loi alone the Russian^, to bidievo him. iL iq mere 
GLulstoiiimi juggling with words iu tonn it au "" orderly rctiremont 
iiistoad of fltgiit. 


Ap for tho'uLhor adfwt ive, " di^^cr^dtlable*’ flight, of oonrse^ is 
a pure matter of opinion* The Jtussiaus Ihhik ’wc k-ft the Afghans in 
the lurch in the most ignoble manner ; and I caunot lioip confess¬ 
ing that I f.harc this opinion of i,he aflair, IVnjdch bemg the 
most iiionaccil point of the frontier, just then Sir Tclcr Lumsden^s 
proper place was tliore, not in tho rtiiir at Gulran, and most of my 
Husriiau foilitary friends maintain that luul he been [.hero with his 
mis’-ioiij Alikhauoff would have never been tempted to make th« 
aitat'k. It was a uiidlakc to tlnow the whole blunt dt^ th^ respoii- 
Mbilily on a young officer of limited wciglit and experience, and 
if Yatc followed his chief in not rising to tlia occasion it was a 
millful reiniudor England that not all her sous are cast in a 

heroic mould. Sir IVtcr Liiin^deu i^poaks with disgnst of the 
whole afltair as *‘wrotchoil business/' and thi^ow^ the entire blame 
upon Mr* Gladstone. That is poor comfort for England* The 
Duke of Wdlirigton when in Spain was harassed for years by the po¬ 
litical inhccility ami the mi liUry antagoiiisni of thu authorities ni 
homo. Yet the Poninsnlar lV«r is one wc can roiid with pride. Had 
other men been on the spot, animated hy the firm conviction that the 
frontier attacked was not merely an Afghan frontier but the frontier 
7 
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of tlio Empire* atiii tl^^h^rniinonl tii |ut-rlot;ievilly lUMonil it with their 
lives* tha Fi'iifLleh -Liril r ^ni^ht Imve ka-l :i vi'^r}^ iliflertiut A:3 

itwita, P<?iij,leh wEi'j siruifly 11. Kbar!onni without UovdoiL 

A RussiEiii cormppondoiiL in ilcscribintr ihc pro imitation of the 
Turcoman (JopuLiition to tho Knipin'or ivt Ihiku, s:iys that tlio IVkkos 
gnve the Huir Appaicnt^ :i-> a fium tJnj irilio, tho sword 

taken from tho ill-rateJ commiiruloi of the Per:fli:iTi Ejcfmdifion ia 
ISflL In that yr. u' lIib +Shah fhi';pi:]t(‘!ii'd Lrooji^j ii^aiiiMi. the 

Tekkos ol' Merv, i ho foicotvouipri'iiu;^ inriiiilrvj lUdKlO cavaTry, 

and 3^1 guns* Throu gh cowanlioo am I lin:;ipacity Iho Pcrshais wero 
overcomo, aEni thoMi wh'> c-!r.'iipe'l di-atli were sohMnro 'jlavory iti 
Bokhara. Tho gold sword of tht„' GE.meial, ciicru:?tcd whLiijewel', liar- 
ing rcmEunotl a tro]div at to now, and ('-sctiyod rho cupiditv of 

the ItusrfLm oftlchU ihero, has ih#w hi^-oine lli^' propcirv of tlio Heir 
ApparonL Tlio Empress was prosesiiod witlt cigltt eo'ily Tniv.onaa 
carpets the JhnpcE’nr wi'h a 'ilvor ^Eilvr-i maile af 

The celchruied chhdYsiinfri-' (ni! Pjanif!, iTiliiirnco (OJitri- 

buted largely to lUo of tlio ini rigim- uf f'oloin.'] AiiklKiiiotT 

iu semiring ;\!orv for Uh'-Ih. wrn pn’^inl v*i(b hiT two 
one a IknUenant-eoloTK I and the udi- r a lEJtj-tELMi in ^ho 
servico* wew covered whli of wliioh m'voi.iI Wi ; jne- 

fieritcd bv llie b'/iir af^'i- the iiniiL\-:nion. TJji-y \u ro ^'aliK d at 
S0*0fl0 ronljle>* aiy.inoro lijun Soiieo oI iho Tun oinaii 

depntaLu n liroeerdoil fo and h\o ur thr-‘o wore []ro]ui‘^< d :iid 

to vidL fi-U'^'iiEL, Til'" whfiie jnEjy Ipo i' i'Jed 1 o g t dcitli to MiU's’ 
thoroiiL^ldv ti'iEierfc ’ inn. su- h Hip v-in Wuikh'' a- toeier.il t^jr ffolm 
Alive will Tioito Lh.* if ''- ^tili Iioiiri !i ;h-'h dh'f t!'-J. il’Ha-nt uont to 
war with Kiiglutiii h>*inorrow^ tlj ' Tiiteomans would wolcoitio any 
force sent to lit-lp rlieui rise a;ja!n:'' ih< ir ns.i'U r*?* 




SIR PETER LUMSDE.Y OJY PJCyJDErL 


A* 




LonlpOS* OHohn' 755S, 

fc" 

G E^^ERAL Sir Forer Lnmsdon is blUerly ammyr-d at iny letter in 
t.ho rlfiaonstraiing, on ihc evid+moe suJ^J^lK"d by Lieut* 

A. C* Yatc, iliat thn Timf^^ cori’o.siJOinJonL was eorrcfd in tlescribiDg 
the di^appearauoo of the British rf‘pro;^euhitivo,s (rom the hattl® of 
Kushk a di.saHrom flight*” lii tills week’s 7 >Wj ho fires m 
an "TV rejoiadur* cihargiug me with Irnaditcirig tlie Gomimssioti, 
Rn3 ckimicig fo have doiio his duty* This charge is neither coiu- 
teoURDor gratefulga the part of blr Peter Lum&dom When I baafc 
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him ^or>.l-hyf* on hi’4 (Vom TjoiilIoii fur tho Afghan frontiar, 

I proini^od I avouM the JioEniin' of tUo (.-utoniHsion fioin tlie 

atuioks of Uii; pro-Kii-f^kiit parly^ ami I hdiove I am :^tirL]>ly f^tatiag 
what id a of cuniiooii noloriutv wln'ii i ;tf^irro iliut in book, iu 


piiuiphlo^ tw'l ui [ fnllilbid uiy ]iroiiiiM'‘ lot.ljis Jot,for Ahovo 

all, ill iny ** ui tlus U lA' HoniL/' of vvliioU tJ:j,000 

eopio^ worn m\d^ I did my i;i mod. iu dedoud Lho iJoiniiii^stOU trom 
tlio daiiiloroud ;iEfao-^ of rlu! MaH il, Lossur* and 0* 


K., and 11 wrjs itof rill Sir Wi^^t riid;:^^\v:ty (“onoydod an impOL’tant 
parL of lUi" iCii-lik ouiijfli'o tu R Li '--la that L hdl vtmijxdicul play 
nic part, of tidoor-^'oi'iUi'. ljv<ai J !t])pli''^il inv (■riikd‘iin s^dtdy 

to iha: [ui'tJr'iiLir inoidoat : an 1 il Wni-iiol until Sir Potter Luca^idtju 


aLl.aoko i in th j mu-t arrij;;anl. aiifl mii-alioH 


[or maujif^r what I i'OnA* 


dory i ,4 di.pn^d Hfliafo aoarxitj! of Alorv by tli'-. 'rriiu / fEii'rospoudout 
iliEil. [ joioi'iMn a a I (a itii-iii'iL E Poni lols ailair tw widU Divinities 
of llm d'sk i]i any ons[Eiit-y am oa-t in Hio same mould, So ItniiX as 
tao prtj^-i padk tJr.ua, tiny ary rca !v fo ;:ivo fhotr ^rat ious.*]ja.tvoiiago 
Ini* now^papm- writor.^ \\< jo^ioga.iiii and valuably otlm ator'i of pnbiiG 
ofiimoa. Tla.‘ iriotiioift lliov aro oriliol-iiil, bttwovor* ovfjiii flioagh 
tlia ori[ifa-.tn by a> mild a- a /( [d-yr, tb^v r^d m tlin iaco* 

Idn’ilvr, rotort u il.li !nToirrj,ii^ javoylivy. and vviudd clat> fliooritio in a 
jailor pank bijn ofl to Siljcria'i llioy 1i td i ho isetu-iT- In oo';poiio 
Coiiiiirii^- itio a r .ruin -a! uldbi- jd i aaiiriiyily lakos tac" form of 

£iipjiiO'i-it>[i ut 3 Ir iniiviiiiiEl nonv,-!-;) -'i\ la fliydaail, IjOwi^yor* 
‘"olork^ i:w jia tin : a- S-.i b :e' u yd to ocaromj?; inuL-ly lorin 

gaiioraU whu'ha 1 p.i I mu a i n fail It^O'r :d. iho ilf'-k, iiave to 
moot lliuir crit^-- in pvi hi i and ua-iaf r-tv fur tliy uf tlio 

p^rniaaanf a EniiuUrra!loll ofhbr ooLiiili'y^ lin^y aio moMlj' ablo to 
m^iko out II bvHor oa^u lhaa >ir Jb lor Lani-i.joa, 


Sir i^otor IjKni'dpm hio-* to pnjv-* (fiat bit own rctroat had 
notliiiiy to do wiffi (-aptaiii Yiiiy's, auJ Uial Jia ]i:ul arranged 
own iloparliMri- n Wh^t'k b(‘rnE'pdi;md, If sn^ it ti mot^L uufor- 
tuiiabi coiiuddoiua' that Iso ‘'Uotibl not luvo lallra bark iiaul CapliUU 
Yatft jpiiiied liis }jiirty. Do wlrtr hu ran, Sir lb ;or PmiH.lon oatiniit 
disprovo tlie primary fay[ lisat Da]>i:iiii Vato lall bV^k iljicn him, 
and he at op mo fell ImcL npaij Tii'pa]^ On tlu'S ]>uint Hie cvidcnco 
ot Lieiitonsml; A,(k i i-i vnm'ltisivo t—“'rowanls tho end of 


Mil roll a farther rifitrisat Ui Tirpal win mooiad, /'Ar af ir,? <if (he 
at PapA/eA, uidyh reuelir I ns Maroh 01 sf, di'ridc'd the ques¬ 
tion. Oil the tf^t April ilia ;iifnitty and liesivy baggage moved 

Afghau Hoimdiiry Oonnni;?sii)ii/’ J^agy I-ili.) Unless 
Captiain \:ito >5‘tuvii brother, wlio- was on i bo spot- and Mrolo tlio 
above Wurds* a few days laLer, to he wholly dishLlioverl, the two 
movemoats wove certainly eoniiooLod, Tlin sooond point of Sir i'eter 
LamsJon s roply is with regard to wind I paid about Captain Yate'a 
flight in^ fidso directionr He >iays The route to Kalwh-i'^MAur 
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trarerseJ roaJ for i^oiae iiiile^, stuJ thU is thft 

ODly foundation for Mr* Marvinstatement; that * thojr gave out 
thoy were going to Muruchak/” Now* here again Sir Peter 
LumsJen simply rloiues not myself but Lieutenani Yate, fot tho 
words he quotas nro not mi no but Lveutonarit Yato's The passage 
I referred to runs as follows r—“ It was afternoou when the British 
camjj got under weigh. The ijaide^ gave oHt they were goitig Ui Maru- 
dhak. As soon as*the imriy was clear of the S^irukhainleiSt leave was 
taken of the headmen* Aliout seven miles from i'enjdoh the British 
party the road, and rode straight across the hills towards Kalali-i- 
Maiir,*" quite the opposite? direction to Marachak-**(‘* The Afghan 
Boundary Ooinmission/' page 357J Then foilow's Captain Vote's 
account of the miscralple night in the hills, and the hurried 

movement at daylight, persisted in until the party'reached iU desti- 
nation dead beat after 1 hirty hours' almost continuous travelling. 
Surely Sir Peter Lumsden cannot be surprised at tlie lluf^hians 
legarding the whole att'air as a disastrous flight instead of the 
‘'orderly movement coolly carried out” chiimed by Sir Put+ir 
Lumsden, My putlisiied writings bear anqde testimony that 1 
have ever defended the honour of England and England's soldiers 
agabist tho'mis-statements of Uussiau^ and the lie;i« of the pro- 
Jiu&sian party at home ; but at the same time \ have a deep 
reverence for InstoHcal truth, and do not tlunk it fait tbut a nation 
which prides itself on its accuracy, and rhlioulcs other countries 
when they call a retreat a stratuglt niuv'emcni to tho rear/' should 
deisignate by the term of orderly retirement ooollj^ carried out'' 
what was simply, iu plain English, a floundering'flight, through 
mire and snoWj of the Briusli rcprcsentuliveiS from l^enjdeh to 
Tirpul, 

In my opinion, the worst feature of Sir Poter Lumsden's reply 
is his attempt to throw the whole blarno upon the poor Afghans, 
In his previous letter lie threw the discredit for the wretclicd 
business’' upon Mr, (BadsionG. It did not seem to mo that this 
was faifj and I saifl so I’he conduct of Mr* GladHtonc waa dis¬ 
graceful enough : the negotiations with lius^hi at tliut [period must 
ever stink in the nostrils of Englishmen* But all the samcj seeing 
that Alikhanoff ond'KoinaroflF w^ert^ in sight of IVnjJeh, and were 
trying to manoouvro the Afghans out of the place, it has always 
boen my cojiviction that the whole British Oommisisioix should have 
been there, not at Gulrai*, far to tlio rear, where its presence wua 
of no value at alL Private letters from the (Jornmissiem sent home 
at the time ascribed the whole aflair to thid fatal blunder of ISir 
Peter Lumsdeu, In my first letter to the 'Times L cKprosserl my 
belief—^wiiich is a belief shared also in ituasia'—that had Sir Peter 
Luinsden been at Penjdeb, A) i khan off find Komaro^ would have 
oerer been tempted to attack the place. On this point the evidence 
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of Liauteuaiit Y^tte nmy be ag:uQ advantageoQBly qaoteil agmust 
liis arrogaat iDa^ter :—It mut/ be reanonfibly sarmised that the 
itus^Lana would not liiive dared lo atlaok and ooou]>y Fenjdeli when 
uudor tho fx^U of the British Oonmii$sIon ; and if they hud done eo, 
they would hure hud to calouluto^ uot ivIlIi a weak force of Afghaus 
only, but with the open hoedlity of 3,0JO or 4,000 ESarak Turko^ 
iiiajis’'—('‘The Afghan Boundary UommissLon," 37S2,) This is 
practically an iiuputatioii agaiiist Sir Peter Lmm^den for rusticating 
at Guirau when ho ought to have been safeguarding Fenjdeh, 

Bat, to the doligljt of the Pall Mall Gazelle^ ^^^r Peter 
Lumidon ignores this charge of mine aitogetlior, and throws 
the blanie, not upon tho Jiu-ssians,' bat upon the Afghans. 

The Afghans wore itilormedH'^ he saysi, ** not once but many 
time? that if they ontorod into conflict with the itussians, they 
must do so Oil tlroly ot> their own responsibility, and would 
receive no assistance from us- Their arrogance however decided 
thetn, against advice, to await a thick and to try concliisibna, with the 
weJI'kiiown disastrous nisult,” Now, considering it was entirely 
through, our influence that the Afghans occupied Fenjdeh and tried 
to preserve it and other menaced points iVoin fLussian seizure, it 
seems to me both inraii and cowardly to throw the blame of the 
** wretched business at Pcnjdeh,” as Sir Peter Lumsden terms it, 
upon tiio poor Afghans, who bravely attempted to hold the place. 
Wliat tliey themselves thought of Bir Peter Lumsden ia recorded 
by Captain ^Yata himself He says, after describing the extravagant 
pretentious of the itussians in demandiug the evacuation of the 
place Ki^i Saiid'ud-diu is said to have openly declared that 
wo had no right to egg them on to flght the Hussians, and then 
neither joiu in the fight nor give the Afghans good rifles to fight 
with/’—(‘‘The Afghan boundary Commission/* puge 330J 8ir 
Fetor Lumsden say wo advised them to retire, but who were the 
“ we ?*' Not the Chief of the Mission, nor tfio bulk of the Mission, 
but a young snhaltern who had Just put on a captain^s coat, had no 
great exi'herience, possessed no force of character, and was to the 
Afghan General a mere minor, of uo particular Voight or rank, 
who had boon left behind after aJl the majors and colonels of the 
British Com mission had gone away. Advice from such a quarter 
simply begged tke whole question : it threw the whole weight of 
responsibility upon tlio Afghan General himself, because had the 
Amir been angry with the evacuation, it would have been no ex- 
tenuation for him to have pleaded that such a nonentity as a re¬ 
cently-fledged young captain had advised him, the old and matured 
General, to Bouttle from Penjdeb. Had the advice however been 
given on the spot, at the height of the crisis, by General Sir Peter 
Lumsden, Chief of the Briti^ Commission, himself, it would have 
had a very different effect on the Afghan General, because the 
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respon?^ilijlii-y woiiM Jiiivo IjHtm by the entire British Commia- 

siou iUcb", jind Iv:ik 1 iSaivl-u^i-iliii could have safely risked the Atniri 
displeasure* But, apparently tu evu lo all re^pousibility^ Sir Fetor 
Lu tiis.leu kept away from Feujdeh, and tlio Afglians had to deal 
wllJi the Russians t hey migliL Sir Fetar Luinsden claims 

ill lofty laiigaiige to have *Motia ids duty but there are many 
Wiiy.s of doing one's ihity, ami I am afraid, if most roprosenhitiyea 
of Groat Brifcain dI^^i thidr^s after the style of Sir Feter Lumaden, the 
Empire would very sooci go Ln piores* Sir Peter Lumsdeu suys lie 
had 10 rogai d ihe iu.sLr net loos of the Govei imiont but EJugland 

liLs always ojipootod that wlion her systooi of party ^joveniinont 
renders her poiiey weak aoj dishonourahlo tlioso who carry it out 
will do ill such a niainier as to at any rate corrooL the evil hidu- 
011003 at work. ITad the Oidte of Welliiigbon rigidly “ rogardod 
the instructions of (ho (Toverniiicnt/ the Peninsular War would 
hnave liarl a very dill'‘rent emling* Had General Gordon been so 
precise aiiiJ "proper in ob<‘ying the insLrueLions of a Government 
ivhicii never know its own mind two miuutea together* ho might 
ha VO sai'tdy returned homo from Khartoum and boon decorated 
wirdi a K*(.kB», but 1 don’t think ho would have stood tnucH olianco 
of getting that statue Pariiament has jnst crech^d in Trafalgar 
Square, Tho dislionotjr of Kharloum is relieved by Gordon’s glo- 
rioiH defence. ILis heroism wiped away the stain of that tragedy. 
The dishonour of reel] ieh has no such redceniiiig feature, it was a 
“ wretched biisiiiesit " wltfiout a singte^bit of individual bravery lo 
palliate it. Sir Peter L'jiuelcTi was unquestionably pretise^ proper, 
and prudent through mt : ijiit there h a prudence th:rt. borders on 
poltroonery. He admits that everything was sacrificed to main tain 
telegiajdiic and jKjstal coinmuiiications with tho Governrnent at 
home ”—lienee ihe retreat lie w:i^ iiol happy unless ho was playing 
the part of dork at the end of tho wire*’' It is not an admission 
that will iTicr"asi! his ropututi<in. or render the pnidio more contont 
with tlio Peu jdfdi JitFair, Any parish clerk would have done just as 
well on tho spot a-? Oeneral Hir Peter Lninsden, G. C* B,, 'V'icc-Pre¬ 
sident of CJrr.mcil at the India Gfiice^ etc** oLc*j etc 

Hiissianff will oomparo with a sneer and a sinllo big letter, 
throwing the blame of I hij Penj loh alT, dr upon the Afghans, with 
lileutonant; A* 0 Yato’s own Jjook, wherein tho Uamo is laid in a 
mo:jt elaborate manner on the hacks of the Russians* On page 413 
the brother of Captfiin Ynte, who has been understood to give 
the latter's own account of tho aflfair, says Capiaiu Yate consi¬ 
dered it his duly, and that of tfie Afghan iroopg to roaist Russian 
aggression* * If that be a correct statement of facts wherein were 
tbe Afghani? to blame ? If Captain Yate really believed it was the 
duty of the Afghans to resist, is not the inference fair that there 
existed groundi for the complaint of the Amir’s agent at Fenjdebp 
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Kazi 8aad-iid-din, that the Britifih represenffttivea on " Ihe 

Afghan to resist and then deserted them, for Uaptuin Yate acted aa 
go-between the RusHmns and Afghans in the negotiations that con¬ 
tinued down to withiu a lew hours of the iiglit ? Really Russians 
have a clear cause of complaint against tiio British Commission for 
enoouraging the public to believe they were tlie instigators of the 
Ponjdch allair, when im Sir Peter Luinsden now ciphiius, the con« 
flbt was due to the “ arrogance ’* of the AfghuifB. It h ioleresting 
to note, by the w'ay that Kussiaus asset 1 f.hat half the personal feeling 
that existed on tho frontier between their r^^prescjimtives and the 
British Commission was due to the urrogiince and want of cordiality 
of Sir Peter Lutnsden himsielf 

1 should lihe to have settled in the Times whctlier tlie Afghans 
roaily wore so liiiich in the wrong as ^Sir l^^Ltir Liiuisden pretends, 
UufoituTiatcly hist week a better of tniiie in tlie sMiie paper on tho 
explosion ou board tho Ville de Caluis Jed io a eonlrov^-isy en pe¬ 
troleum steaniorii and dangerouB lamps, and ah the 'Times docs not hke 
a person to run two coutTovcrsieii at tlte j^ame Uiiio in its coiumus^ I 
had to submit to one being dropfsed, t Uh'rcforo decided nut to 
extend tJia Peiijdoh diMiiis>iun, uiiJcSJ ilio desired it, and this 

resolution was ulenclied wliilo i was weighing the matter ia my mind 
on Momhiy iiioriiing last, day tiijr Peior Ijiiinsdcifii letter a^ijicar- 
ed, by tho visit ot a poor follow who came to tid] mo that on Warair- 
day night hLs brother had been liilled by a paruQiti lamji under most: 
hoiTihle auil inclancliuly eiremnstaueesH At present between two 
buudrud or tjireo liimdruJ j^ersons arc roasted aJi\e e>ery year in tho 
United Kiiigdoin alone through d 'ngcrutis parailiii lamps Two 
years ago 1 atiirtod a crusade against tlioni, and tlio aghuiioii has 
only led to improvements iu lamps, but has prepared public opinion 
for the passing of a law to put down dangerou;! uTie.f* t^uriousfy, 
the young fellow in question, Mr, Pirio, is leaving WuoUvicli Arsenal 
in a few weot;s for OakuLta to iiikd up a Guverniueiit jip])uiut- 
meat there* Ou a future occatiion I will deal with llie huiip ques¬ 
tion in your columns* Meanwhile 1 heljuve most of yuur roailers 
will agreo with me that it was better, wbilo one Ju*d tli^ chance, to 
advocate in the 2mt^s siaw to save two hundred or three Juindrcd 
persons from an agonizing death every year? Hiau to drop Jho con¬ 
troversy iu support of it for the sake of a piueiy academical discus*- 
sion (not worth a snap of Hie lingers to uiaukind at large) as to 
wbother th© liussiaus or Afgluans or Sir Peter Lumsdon himself, 
was tho primary cauito of the Prittali disgrace at Peajdeh. 





OHARLEa HARVIH. 


fii 


EJ^GLISH PLAJ<rS FOR IMVADmG THE 

CA UCASUS. 
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IjOndOE^i JSove^^r 2ndy IBBS, 

■ 

T HJEj Times sifber'an d«icided tltat imrely question., 

to who was resjwusiblo for the wretched buaiDoas" at Penjdeh, 
wns of more iiiiportatico than the prcssinj^ t^ooial question of parid'' 
iog a law to put down the ^three hundred deaths from danifcroua 
paraffin lamps occurring in the United Kingdom every year, niid 
this week published my reply to Sir Peter Lumsdenf the tenor of 
which wus indicated in iny letter to you of last Priday. Whether 
Sir Peter Ltimsden will reply to it or. not remains to bo seen. 
Moan while I find inj'solf involved in u second controversy ia your 
London namesakct the Morniag PosU with Uolonel Maurice, 
author of the “Balance of Military Power in Europe/' How tlio 
controversy originated possesses sufficient iutorest to warrant a 
few remarks. In 1885, when w'ar with liussia seemed inevitable, 
plans were prepared at the "War Office lor an Anglo-Turklsa 
expedition to tlie Caucasus, the idea being to efiect a descent, raise 
the tribes against tho Hussians, and insueh to Baku, where Ku^^sia% 
conimnuieatious wdth Turku mania wore to be sev'ered. Tlie selumio 
was a mad one, and must have resuKcd iu disaster ' but it was 
favoured in high places, and even, 1 ivos assured at*tlio tinio by 
Hobart Pasha, who was averse to it, by Lord W'olSoley' liimsidf. 
The scheme was mad, because It based on the belief that the 
Caucasus would ^^risc ugainst tbo Husslans and clmek them into 
the Black Sea and Caspian 8ea^* (as one officer described it to mo 
at the lime) ; but, as 1 shall directly show, there is nothing in 
the f^aucaaus to rise against Hussia ; therefore the oxpeditiou, being 
pitted against ovorwholniing numbers, must infallibly Jiavc come 
to grief During the war scare ]Jcriod, tho plan was tiover Miffi- 
ciently before the public to require extended criticiHiu ; bui I resolVfed 
afterwards that 1 would apply my energie'^ to educutmg England 
out of the belief that she could accompliish anytliingin the Caucasus, 
and have made a point since of contoi$ting llio matter' with every mili¬ 
tary man who has supported the idea in print. JMuch to my regret my 
first encounter Lad to come off with Colonel M illeson, a writer for 
whom 1 have the highest respoct, but who, in advocating an attack 
on the Caucasus two years ago in the National Re^w^ based hit 
arguments, not upon the latest Rnsstan returns of the population, 
etc., bat upon data of the Crimean War period. Thus ne spoke 
of a '■* million tribesmen” helping us who were in reality simply a 
million ghosts^ for the bulk had been killed or expelled the country by the 
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Ruaaiana while a new purely population one-^and-a^-b^lf mil¬ 

lions stroufrhml grown up that Colonel Mallcson completely iffnored- 
Oolonel Malleson took my criticiem very frooJ-naturedljr, being a 
thoroughly patriotic man nud no ^*faddiat^^* uud suggested instead an 
athtck upon tho Russfuu lino of communications through Persia^ 
Iinter on the subject cropped up in the Arroic, in which I 

puhlLshed several articles; and still later 1 dealt with it in the ^‘lllufl- 
tribted Naval ami Military Magassine/* The latter’article was written 
under curious circuinatances. One dny, while at my publiahera, 
t ran against tho editor. Major EUiot (now, poor fellow, 
in a lunatic asylum >, who began a vigorgus tirade against the Hus- 
siauH, whicii he dnished by declaring that in tlio Caucasus Ejoglond 
held a trump card that would upset the whole Russian game in 
Central Asia, it the sarue liiiio L-epeating tfic principal points of 
Coioued MallcsoD's article. * When he hat?done 1 said; 

‘■My dear sir* you are like tho bulk of officers of tbe4iome army 
who served in the Oiiuean Wur. You think the Caucasus still remains 
as it was then. You forget everything has changed since; even in 
the last ten yeurs the trailsforniution has been enormous; yet you 
plan your c:iin[ Aligns u|>ou the dusty facts of a quarter of century ago 
instead of upon the fresli and living information of to-day. Now just 
come hack your room and we will fight it out on the inap^'* So we 
went back andliad half an liour*s discussion, over the map, and the 
result was a com}ueto conversion from the idea and a request to attack 
it in an article for the magazine. 

t mention this incident* not to ri joieo at having replaced the 
opinions in Major Billiot's mind by my own (there was nothing interest¬ 
ing in that), but to show that his case was a typical one of that largo 
number of officers who studied the subject in lii55, believiug then 
q^uito rightly in the chance of h access> but who, while rottiming 
the idea, fiave omitted to take stock of the gradual transformation that 
has since taken pliieo in the thtucasus, rendering its realisation to-day 
imposHihle Uoutine beliefs of this kind die hard, and it is only by 
oonstint controversy that they can ho extirpated from fhe public 
mind. Last winter S^ir John Adye published an article in the Cont€m~ 
jiorar^ RevieWj which showed that ho still bcNeved in attack upon 
tho (Caucasus. Tho^irticlo was of curiously Uip Van Winkle character, 
there being many pass^tgos which seemed to favour the impreasipii 
that Sir John Adye had not read the newspapers for years. He spt^o 
of the Cauoasua being UusslVs bnse of operations against India, vAich 
it IB not, the Ousptoa Soa being the base of troops assembled there 
from Russia proper, tho <J!aucuans being simply on amiliary base; 
and he displayed a curious ignorance of the geographical character 
of the Russian position, by dbclaring that a rising in Armenia would 
soYor tho Ruaaian lino of communicationfi to Herat, Altl^gli 
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0r6i)l>erg h now an obsolete military post, be also seemed to think 
that Russia would still have to inarch troops thence acrosg ** great 
deserts*' to the I ad tan border* These and other evidences of old 
fogeyUm 1 determined to deal with on a anitable oc<^aioQ, which did 
not occur until ten days ago, when I discussed the whole subject of 
an Anglo-Tnrkish expedition to the Caucasus in the colnmna of the 
London Morninp Patt^ under the heading of *' Would the fhmeasus 
rise against the C^sar P'* There being in Colonel Maurice’s recently 
published ** JJalance of Military Power in Europe certain remarks 
tending to favour the inmpression that he also believed in the 
possibility of such an expedition succeeding, 1 expressed my regret 
that a professor of military art at the Staff College could not take 
the trouble to educate himself in this question before implanting 
wrong ideas in the heads of the staff oiHeers receiving their training 
from him. This led to' a challenge froin Ooionel Maurice to 
mention any j^assages in his book that favoured such an idea. I 

Q uoted page 233j where he speaks of England with two €crp$ 

* armie and Turkish aid " preventing Rnssia attacking ns at Herat;*' 
and another passage page 52 where he states that In India itself our 
whole advantage lies in forcing Russia to act as far as possible from 
her base, and striking her line of couimunications through Persia/' 
Now, it so happens that, owing to the Great Salt Desert of Persia, the 
Russian lino of attack from tho (Caspian to Herat can onl^^ be approach¬ 
ed from tho Persian Gulf in two directions, namely, Te lie ran, upon 
the Caspian Uttoral, or vid tho Afghan side of the desert vid Kbaf. 
If, therefore, Oolonel Maurice did not mean one, jie must mean 
the other; and If, owing to the difficulties of the second, iliereaclor 
assumed he meant the first (the uae of the Turks favouring this view), 
the ambiguous language of Colonel Maurice woa to be blamed for 
the misconception. At this Colonel Maurice wrote a very long, 
very angry, and very personal reply, betraying great warmth that 
I should have fancioil be did not believe in an attack on the Cauca^ 
BUS- Whether he did or did not believe, however, be did not pre¬ 
cisely say^ and,his whole letter generally was so full of irrelevant 
and ambiguocs mutter that, after reading it through several times 
without being able to find out what be was really driving at, I put 
it on one side as beinj^ one of those puzi&les in verbosity Mr. Glad" 
stone delights in, aud wrote in plain terse langutige to ask whether 
Colonel Maurice really did or did hot believe in an EngUsh attack 
on the Caucasus. Thla is the condition of affiiira at the preaent mo- 
menL In the meanwhile it has led to one unexpected result. The 
Committee of the Royal Artillery Institution hare invited mo this 
morning to deliver a lecture before the officers of the garrison on the 
Russian military position, present and prospective, in the Trans- 
Caspian region, and 1 trust to see the subject therefore fairly fought 
outanything can be done agaiust Bussia in the quarter, no 
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one will be better pleased than my self to assist in famisHiug any 
facts that favor ii The belief that the Maseow-^Krasnovodsk- 
Herat line of attack is practically nnassaiiable is no fad of miiio ; 
and personally I cannot understand that doctrinaire condition of 
mind which impels a man like CJolonol Maurice to acrimoniously 
defend a T outraafle any ojaniononoe expressed as a matter of per- 
ftonal honour and consistency- If Colonel Maurice could make 
out a good case on behalf ufun aLtack on the \Caucasus, I should 
only ba too ready to throw overboard any previously expressed 
opinions of mine and stip[iort him ; for any one who can diminish 
the diiheulties ol Indian defciK'o, )>y pr<vniilgrating sound plans for 
attacking Itussin, is a juiblic beoefnetorj and is entitled to every 
assistance 05 sneh, 

A successfnl rising is impossible in the Caucasus, because 
tbove are no powerlnl dements to rise there on our ^ehalf* The 
population oJ tlie Caiicusns amounts to 5,7i>0,i000 soulsi divided 
thus: Cis-Oiiucasiu, 2 000,QUO ; Trans-(Caucasia, 3,2*^0,000 ; and 
in the Daghisbin highlands, on the Giispian side, 500,000 more* 
Of this number 3,550,000 are Christums and 2,200,000 Mm- 
sulmans. Thus, if \va went in for u Mussulman rising, wo should 
find oursolvos in tho minority* AmilyiKid othnographically, the 
total ^is made up of l,5OUj000 Russians (rather a large number for 
an Jllaglish army to conr|uer) anfl 751),000 Christian Armenians, 
who, like L^pris Melikoffj form ]mrt of tho administration and are 
more or le^ss Kussianised* This makes 2,350,000 thoroughly loyal 
people to conquer. Then come 1,0^0.000 Georgians and Mingielians, 

eneniios of a Mussulman revolt, who, however 
they may occasioually express personal discontent, are in tho main 
Satisned with Russian rule, and indignantly repudiate any idea of siding 
against^ her with the foroignei". Then there are over ono-aiid>a- 
half milUon Tartars, a quiet people, dwelling for the most part 
between Tiflis and the Caspian, who are quite satisfied with Russian, 
rule, + and have quit© ignored prevLoua attempts on tho part of 
Turkey to stir thorn. Alter these, there are 110,OrfO Osfetis, nomi* 
nal Christians, devoted to Russia, 60,000 Germans and Greeks 
and 30,000 Jews, making a total of five millions against ns. Of 

remaining WO,000 souls, the only elements we could in any 
^ould be the 138,000 men, women, and children of 
j t other tribes of the Black Sea'side^ 

and 150,000 men, women, and children of Tcbctchenz, Le&ghian, and 
other tribes eft the eastern or Caspian aide. Reckaniug the extreme 
L III five as a fighting man. the former could provide 
27,000 tribesmen and th© latter 30,000, I question whether any large 
number of theae would fight so thoroughly had the weeding proo^ 
been carried out i but odmittiDg all dia, we could only hp^ for 
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27,000 tribal irregulars on knrliug uni 30,000 more after we had 
passed Tiflia, having on tho otlior liani to do feat the rei^lur Bussiun 
Army of tho Caucasus^ 150^000 strong, aud crush flio five million 
Ila^sian and pro-Kassian iiibabitjvots of tlio Oaucasns, With these 
facts staring one in the £iw.e it is uma^siug there should be a single 
oftieer in the Briiiptb Army huidiiig to the belief, that we could 
accomplish anyth! [ig in" the (.litncustis by the aid of the tribes. 

Since the Russians founded Yladikavkax a century ago, they 
Iiave increased in numbers by 1,001^0^0, and are now rapidly becom¬ 
ing tho chief racial element in the Caucasus, The-C^aucasua is 
no longer Asia ; it is ot Kussia proper. On the otlier band 
the fur-fan led Uircussians, who numbered 500,000 at the time 
of the fCrimean War had been vemoriMde^Bly ]i^-iinod down to 
50,000 ftt the time of the last ri.n>4so-Turkish conflict, und now 
number only 2:1,000, Tlie Turki^ih landing of 1877 rendered a 
Useful Bi^rvico to liussiut for it showeil whut disaflbeted elmcenU 
stilt prevailed in spite of twenty ycKirs persistent paciiication, and 
enabled her after the vrar to root them out so thorouglily that a 
new expedition would now be only greeted by the riff-raif that; 
infests all part^ of tbe world But a .sensible general would no more 
think of counting on the ahi of the oceasioaal !>rigauJs that flit al out 
tho Ciiucasus than a French eoinmaiuler would think of being 
helped, in the event of ivu invasion of Kugland by iUo tramps that 
rob p^estrians and pilfer fUnn-hoii^os na the high rom\ Irom 
Dover to Louilon. In one word, a rising in tlie (laucasu^ on u largo 
scale is no longer ptisaible, because tli'^ro is notldng left there 
to rise. 

Rucli being th^ case, could any Anglo-Turkish Army, without 
local hclp, houo to crush the Jiuwian lurces in the lluncasus and 
comfiet the ohedionce of the pojnihtiiun. I do not helleve it. But 
admit we crushed the army, tho occn[iatloji of Tiflis would no more 
influence the movement of troops befw'oeti Itussia proper and 
Herat, vid tho Volga and Ouspiun, tiiun the oecupatiori of Timbiictoo. 
Admit evc/ij the occii|]atiuii of Baku, what elfoct W'ould ihut have on 
the operations of the Kussians twenty hours distant froni Us, on tha 
opposite side of the Gaspiau? In 1885 the War Ofhee ^ wIUi wbat little 
wisdom is the world governed ?} seriously thougbi^ of biking steajir- 
ers iu sections to Baku, and flitting those penny stcuimsrs against the 
eight or nine hundred powerful steamers Russsu has on tlio Volga 
aud CaspiaiL, and the torpedo lioats that could be sent by rail and 
river to the Oaspiau from Oronstadt in a fortnight. Such a contest of 
mole-hill vs. mountain could have only resulted in disaster, and it is 
a good job for England that the fight of 1885 never came off. Other¬ 
wise Wolseley would have found the grave of his reputation iu tbo 
Caucasus. 
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Ooloatil Manrieo hns notyf^t iakoti np the ahall^Dge J^threw 
down to him in tho Morning Pi>ai to ilomonstrute with liard facta 
tho statoiiient, in liia " l^tilunoo of Military Power in Europe,” 
ihiit Euiilaiui with two carps if armies and Turkish levies could 
cut Uussia's road to India and cause her lo fall buck Iroin Herat* 
I um nfruid lie found the task of provinf!; u sueecasful cain- 

paigu til the OuncasuH to be possibly a little to hard for liitii wben 
he began to overliaul the musty facts Ufion whiob the plan of 
1883 was biLsed In bis book and in his Uisi letter the professor 
claims for the Intelligence branch oE Uio * War Office superiority in 
knowledge over the Intelligence bmnch of Indiu^ Possibly ; but jfc 
ia not the of knowloilge, hut the use u man makes of 

it, that demonstrates his capiunty* The Wur Office hud abun¬ 
dance of knowledge as to the iirt of making gowl bayonets, bat it 
turned out some of the greatest nifjbish the world has over scon* 1 
am afraid the plans fJolonel Maurice talks so grandiloquently about 
are uot much bettor* 


PUSSLYG THE CdSPMJ>r JiJlIL^VAYS. 


* IjONjJON, Jannarp 

T WO intci esting items of news have reached mo from Russia this 
week. One is that the Trauscaspimi authorities have applied to 
the I in per taUr 0 vem 1 non t for 1,6 oOiDOO roubles (,tl60,000) tohe es- 
pemhsd iaimprovingand perfectiuii the Transcaspian Itailway, and 
the other that the Committt*o of Ministers have given their consent to the 
construction this year of the railway from VladikuYkajs to Petrovsk* 
which will complete the rail wav communication Between St. Peters¬ 
burg and the CiLspian Sea. With regain! to the Ibrmcf^ theft is very 
little doubt as to the granting of fclio sum Jetnanded* the new Minister 
of Railways, General Pauckor, being in favour of the application. 
Indeed, he could hurdly Itave ojiposod it, Booing that last spring the 
commission, of which ho wjis presidoutj rofiortod, tiftor a close oxamin-* 
atiou of the line from Uiun Ada to Samurcjind, that a large oxpeh* 
diture would be needed to bring the railway into a proper working 
conditton^ Sonle time ago I expressed the opinion that the T'lW? 
correspondent hod given a too pessimist view of the line in his articles 
from Central A#ia» General Annenkoff did not facilitate the corres¬ 
pondent's journey as he might have don e, and hence Mr. Dobson arriv¬ 
ed too late for the inaugural ceremony. A little personal pique lyas, 
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therefore, at the bock of the slash in" attacks on the line» Recently 
I haJ the pleasure of meeting at a dinner the Hon, peorge Carzon, 
M, P., who went to Samarkhand a month later than Mr* Dobaon* He 
spontaneously expressed the opinion, in the course of conrersationf 
that the Times* correspondent had been a little too severe on the Iraa, 
and that the defects were being remedied even while he was 
there. This 1 prognosticated would be the ease for two reasons; 
first, the rapidlj/ increasing goods traffic from Bokhara to the 
Caspian would, unless properly managed. Load to a mercautile outcry, 
and thus to a reform; anii, seconiily, the very attacks in the Times 
being read by tho miiustcts and officials coucernod, would put the 
latter on their mottle and enforce improvement If the Times is 
not so powerful in thia country as it used to bo, ^its infiuQuce in 
Enssia is still undimiulshed. Every public department of importance 
at St< Petersburg takes in the papbr, ;^nd some departments 
several copies ; and what is of more iinportaace tlie paper is 
diligently read** by the powers that be,*' commencing with the 
Emperor and running through a series of Grand Dakes, ministers, 
high officials and professors attaciidl to the departments. On this 
account Mr. Dobson’s exposure was boimJ to leail to inquiry and 
inquiry to reform^ As 1 poititcd out at the time, had Ge.iccal 
Annenkoffi opened ills month too wide the construction of the line 
might have been delayed for years. He asked for just onongh 
mcii'i'y to carry a line of metals tbio^ugh to Sainarkhand shrewdly 
assumed that once the line was ojieti for tr^iffic the*^opposition to 
its construction would be und plenty of rnjt>noy bo forth¬ 

coming for couvertiug the affair into a regular railway. Ministers 
and offidaU might oppose liis attempt to realise the idea of a Cas¬ 
pian railway to +SiiTn irkliaiid, but none would oppose the granting of 
lands for improvements once the idea had been realised. This view 
hu'? been ju-tideLl by events. Aimeukoff lias received repeated 
assistance since the liue was inaugurated, and the Ministry of Rail¬ 
ways, which opposed the construction of the line lust ycar^ now 
approves of the undertaking, and would like to take it over com¬ 
pletely fPom tie War Office, 

“ Mr, Curzon is a*3'oung politician of great ability. The letters ho 
has been contributing to a syndicate of provincial papers on his trip 
to Central Asia arc admirably writtoUj and I am glad to learn that 
there is some prospect of their appearing, at no distant date, in book 
form. Some of his views, 1 believe, would have been altered or ripentd 
by a longer stay in Russia; but he certainly used his'eyes well while 
there, and the trip will enable him to discuss Russian af^rs in the 
future with considerablo advantage over those Conservative M, P/s 
of the veft£4‘yman type, who are content to illnminate their speeches 
with such will-o-the-wispsas Peter the Great's will, and the fading 
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flparklti-a of the Earl of BeftoousCeld’a speeches. To me it is a 
aoiiTce of grout satisfaction that more aod more Englitihmen visit 
Huhsiq every year. If over a modus vivendi is to Be established 
between the two conntriea, it will not bo aocomjilisbed by a policy 
of lick spittle, nor by such unscrupulous Itussophilism as that adopt¬ 
ed by tlio Pail Mali Gazette; but by increased intorconrse between 
the two peoples, and a greater iippreoiutiou of each otber^s good 
qualities. If Russia can learn much from Euglftud, tbe latter, on 
her part, cau learn a good deal fj'oiu Russia, aud 1 repeat, what I 
have before declared, that the national cbaractcristics of the two 

a les are more in favour of iVicudsbip than of enmity. 1 look 
e time whoji the same rehitions wilf subsist between England 
and Rnasiu that pro'^oil botweisu England anil Frauee, that ia 
to sjty, suftieiofit po}>ular kjiowlcdge to tolerate each otheFa 
peculiarities, coupled witlk a clear appreciation of the rival 
aims of the two cmtiftricsj wliicli, while preventing an alliancOp 
will admit <d' efibrts being niiido on both sides to * mmimi^o 
the chances of actual colli slot]. When 1 came from linssia to settle 
in England, in L called on Mr* Jolm (Jciok, on behalf of a friend 
at St Petersburg^ toproj^ose the c^teusioii of the tourist system to 
Russia. Mr. (Jouk mcnlienod that the mutter had been ia his 
miuil some time, and he went into ilic subject again with my 
friend ; but in iJic end dociiled to droji the idea, owing to the diffi^ 
culticri of roukmg suitable urrang<Hneiits in Rufj.'^iu and the indifi'croDCO 
to Russia on^ the part of tlid Rt itisli public* Now-a-days every 
comer of Russia is infected with tourists, and whole streams of 
English pee pi 5 porforni the ciivsular tour of Vienna, Constantinople, 
Baioum, the ("aspian, the Volga, Moscow, and St. Petersburg 
under tho guardianship of (look and Gaxe. The Caucasus, 
moreover, has become a favoiiritij field for the operations of the 
Alpine Club, a scorn of tneitiboi-ii of winch luivc climbed the peata 
there of late years. In 1875, hardly an officer sj-Kike Rusaiau 
and teachers oJ' Uussiim in London starved in their attempts to 
secure p^ils At present probably over a hundred officers are 
excellent Rassian scholarsj twenty passing at tho last 0ctehftr exami¬ 
nation alone. Meanwliile^ Russian novels by Tolstoi are the rage, 
and many Englishmen are hegiuning to devote themselves to 
rich and varied stores of native literature existing in Russia un¬ 
known to Europe. Among those I may mention a son of the aotor 
Irving, who has just arrvml at St. Fotersburg with this end in view. 
This activity on the part of tho army and general public ia in 
marked contrast with the apathy of commercial men, who do not 
take the slightest trouble to learn Enssiau or to improve oar trade 
with Russia. While the Ohambera of Commerce are taking no 
notioe at all of the Government's attempt to improve our commer* 
cul hold on Southern Persia, the innuential Bnssian Society for 
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the Devobpinont of Traile has been agitating with eaccesB 6>r the 
extension of the Russian railwiiy system from VlodikaTkaE to^ 
Petrovsk. £^ome of the members wished for the completion of the 
Russian railway system from VladikavkivB to Tiflis, but this would 
cost thirty million ronldea (£ 3,00C^j00UJ and five years to construct, 
whereas the othur cuu be finished in two. at an exiienditure of five 
milHon roublea ; cou^i^iuuutly the majority supportwl t.lio Petrovsk 
scheme, which in^ turn hits lieeii approved of by the (’ommittoc of 
the Minif^ter. I have ropeatrdly dinwu attention to the ptrntegicnl 
value of this line, whieh will give Russia a railway route to the 
Oaspium when the River Volga is closed by ice, and a railway north 
of the Caucjisos. tying togetlier the Caspian and Black Seas, (Pet-^ 
rovsk and Novorossisk i parallcd with the similar railway, south of 
ik mnaing from Batoum to Baku. ' 

.—— 4 -. - * 
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London, Janudrtf 4ih^ 1SS9^ 

I N' one of yaMr recent issues I ohsorvo that Ufiptain A. (\ Yato lias 
hoi|u wTiting to the IndiuD press ^complaining that I “deliberate- 
iy niifi<fiioted'’ his wonis in my Jotter to the Time^ the*other day on 
Penfdem The passage In question was this ;—“OnR a few eoni- 
inissariut stores and Clio or two teats were left behind. However 
it was very little use saving kit ut the risk of life, only to lose it in a 
miserable hurrieaue a few 4 ]ays laterIt Sf^enkcd to me on perusal 
that the$e wonls were of an apologetic character, and IsaidBo^ I 
atill thi^^the same, and any average reader, apart from the gram- 
tnarian^ will lionbtlcss bhare iny view. Captain Yate, however did 
notmieBin a plain interprepation to l^ placed on his and foams 

at the mouththe “dishonourable misuse” I have made of them. 
'Nay, he goes''farther: 1 have not only dishonourably misiuterprelCM 
what he meant to ^ay, but I have “Bbjoped to a shady artifice” 
iwhyPJ “arguing that the standard of Mr. Mur#!literary mur-> 
ality is a low one.” Being thus a sort of ^>olitical Guy Fawkes, eons- 
piring to blow up the reputation, of the Afghan Bgun<lary Com* 
mifision, I am (simply beanse [ understood Captain Yate'^s woMa to 
have a meaning he £ays he did not mean to convey); to be henecH 
forth treated as a liar, or, us he puts it, “the public may decide for 
the future whether any statements of such a writer aro deservihg of 
credence.”^ ^ In other words, hecauso Captain Yato cannot write 
pin in Bnglish, that will load to no misinterprotatioij, tborefortf tho 
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BriiUli pnblio is requested not to listen for the fhtare to 

saying I may say. if^lly this attempt of small beer to tarn 
tbonderdat is so amusingly infantile that 1 would ignore it were 
there not in his letter an aocnsatign which requires an answer in 
Ihe interests of historical accuracy, l^o far from being filled with 
pemonal animvt against any member or members of Commis- 
sioa, I know not a single member who belonged it, and have only 
met two in my life^lS^ir Feter Luinsden and Captain Barrow, 
both at an interview that took place at the India Office, at the 
request of the former, before the departure of the Oommission^ The 
rest are absolute strangers to me, and *but for this inter view, i 
might declare all to be bUch^ Of Sir Peter Lumbden i always spoke 
in the warmost^rmB to the time of the Punjdeh a^air, and 1 
did not criticise that anair until camj>e)ted to do m> recently in the 
27mej^ With regard to Hir Webi Ridgeway, 1 wrote nothing against 
him until he ceded the Kousbk district to RussUi whed 1 publicly 
denounced tlte arrangement as inimleal to the safety of Herat. To 
one of the protests i pabli'jhed^ C>aptaln A (?. Yate made a reply/ 
and this was the first time 1 felt called noon to take notice of his 
books, Ttierefore^ never having met Hiogeway, Yate and other 
members of the (Commission, I liave not that bias which sometimes 
arises when one meets individuals and is charmed by their manners 
or affronted by intentional or nnintentional slights. In one word 
I have all along discussed irsthe press the operations of Imtnjdes, 
Ridgeway, and Yate as disp^sionatcly as I have discusBed the 
operations of Jack the Ripper in Whitechapel. I have no Interest in 
writing up or writing down Jack the Kipper, and, siinila^, 1 have 
no interest iu writing up or writing down Oaptain A. C, Yate. Sir 
Feter Lurasden himself described the Fenjden affair as a “ wretched 
business/* Ttutt has always been my view, but because 1 have 
sought, iu the interest of historical accuracy, to ascertalQ v^tth whom 
the olame rests for this “ wretched buiuness,” I am constantly assail¬ 
ed by Captain A. i). Yale as conspiring to undermine the reputa^ 
tion of the British officers concerned. 

Against finch an accusation I have but ;one reply to make. 
Had Lninsden, Ridgeway, and Yate been as anxious ibr the honour 
*of Rugland On the Afghan frontier os they have been for the^ 
own reputations since their return from it, 1 am oonvinoed tbm 
would nave been no wretched business** to complain of. Theee 
men forget ihsLt a public writer, like myself, U oonatantly called 
upon, whether he Uke it or not, to dtscusB the Feajdeh afiUr ; and 
cannot^ therefore, relegate to posterity the settlement of the 
turn who was to blame ? If confusion exists on that soor% LuinadeQ« 
Ridgeway and Yate are to blame fur it. Everybody ramemben 
bow the blame at the time was saddled upon Alikhanoff and, 
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Komarofi^ ^ho w&tb accn^d by tbe BnHih officets of die CommkBion 
of a1;tacking Fenjdeh like freebooters. Xhis had become quite a 
fixed belief with the public, when suddenly last October Sir Peter 
Lumsden put the blame upon the Gladeiona GoYcrnment fint and 
the poor Afghans afterwards^ 

On October 9 th Sk Fetor Lumsden wrote s—*‘However much 
the wretched businoss at Kousbk is to be deplored, the responsibi¬ 
lity of it rested not with the British officers of the Commission, 
but on those responsible for the position in which they were 
Ijlacod.” 

When I ^inted out that in my opinion the bkme ought to 
be shared by Lumsdon eiIso for not having been at Penjdeh at the 
time^ he wrote on October 19th to the Timet as follows;'^ 

“Ky duty And that of my officers was to oboy orders, Porlmps 
1 may be allowed to ask what would have been tlie comments of Mr. 
Marvin if these same officers had disregarded the instructions of the 
Government, and by joining the Afghans precipitated a war with 
Bnssia. The Afghans were informed, not onco but many times, 
that if they entered into the conflict they must do so on their own 
responsibility, and would receive no assistance from ua. Their 
orroganoe, however, decided them, against advice, to await attack 
imd to try conclusions with the well-known disastrous result,*' Cap¬ 
tain A, Yate, on the other hand, solemnly decluros that the 
Afghani ainiply did their duty in resisting the ftusfiiang. In 
summing up the results of the Commission'* in* his “ Afghan 
Boundary Oominisaion/* he says (p^go 443) 

** In deflance of the agreement General KotnarofT advanced 
with ft foroe three thousand strong, and forced a combat on the 
Afghans* Inconsequence of the Governmental attitude, blame has 
been attached to the British officer at Fenjdeh (Major Yate), who, 
oogoisant only of the agreement of the Idth of March, considered 
that it was kit dut^ and that of ths A/ghun tro<^s to resist Htiisian 
aggression'’ 

, Now, if Yate believed it was the duty of the Afghans to reaipt 
the Eussians, and the 'Afjghans beEeved it also, I ask, m the name of 
Bngliah manliness, if it is honourable for Sir Petbr Lumsden to pnt- 
tbe whole tdame on their shoulders P 

The Russians, on their part pnt the blame on Sir Peter 
Lnmflden, who, they declare, ought to have been at Ponjdeh, As for 
the Afghans themselves they considered at the time they had been 
. betrayed by the Commission* The Naib Salar, who oommatided 
at Penjdehi said (page 369 of Yate*fl book) ; ** I am glad ^at wO 
fought the EusBianB, for now we know who are our frauds and 
^who our foes. Those at least who bade ns fight and loft tia to ho 
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fumihilAtdd, who gave ns advioe and not annj}, are not ear real ^ 
friends/' ' i 

Having to chose, in common with other Englishmen, between 
these condioUng statements, I have arrived at the opinion that Sir 
Peter Lumaden was to blame for not having been on the spot^ and 
that the condnct of Major Yate throoghont the affair was what might 
be expected from a weak joung subordinate, of n(^force of character, 
and possessing a keen appreciation neither of bis own honor nor of 
that of England, After watching the battle afar off Alikbanoff sent 
. him a pair orboots to run away in, an insult which hie own brother'' 
descritras as a gross act of dastardly inadlence, showing that neither 
courtesy nor generosity was to be expected from so ignoble a foe/* 
Yet Major Yate afterwards dined with the man ^o had thnd 
insnlted him before alt Central Asia, and did not mind the trophies 
of Penjdeh on the wall. What a picture of the poacher and the 
licked spaniel feeding together t Imagine a Pottinger leaving the 
Afghans in the lurch in the £r3t place, and dining iq. the deccnd 
with “so ignoble a foe,’' as Yate’s brother calls Alikhanoff Truly' 
u wretched business ” altogether, and to be mentioned only in the 
same breath with Majnba Hill, Sinkat* and Mai wand, Whotbor Yate 
should not have challenged Aliklianoff to fight a duel on receipt 
of the boots is a matter admitting of argument, because Yate repre- 
sontod a Govornmont as well as himself; but I imagine no manly. 
Englishman will consider tlAt ho acted rightly in accepting bread 
from a man who, in the words of his own brother, had treated him 
with such “ dastardly insolence’' before receiving an apology from 
AlikhauoffiL Had the affair been reversed 1 believe Alikhanoff 
would have shot or whippet Yate before he would have dined 
with him ; and I am persuaded that the Tzar would bare approved 
of the aoti 

However, this is a purely personal matter, aud need not be 
discussed any farther* What, however, cannot but crop up from 
time to time is the question,—who was to blame at^ Pemdohr the 
Bnasians, the Afghans, Mr, Gladstone, or Sir Peter Cumsden ? 

. This is a question that cannot be shelved, because at any moment 
' dTcumstances may revive it in iiie press, Now an answer to 
question I am bound to give, and I would put this demand to those 
ooDcernod t Am I for the sake of the reputation of Lmnsden and 
Yate to lie against the reputation of Homoroif and Alikhanoff.? 
ToEns^ \ their good name is as precious oa it is to EngUshmeo^ 
and I flee no reaeon why they should be falsely assailed, simply 
because they did their duty to tho^ Empire whoae interests th^ 
were representing. As for saddling it upon the Afghans, unkes' 
Lomsden refutes Yate's statement tMt his brother and the AfghiQfl 
felt it their duty ” to resist the BunUns, it would appear ^ 
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an odious act to defanne medi who wore at Fenjdehj beoauso Enc^ 
land wished them to bo tbere» who were defonding not purefy 
Afghan iatereets (if we cleor our minds of cant) but the interesU of 
our Empire, and who^ whatever their errors, fought gallantlv 
for the sake of thoee interesta, and behaved in a maimer of which 
Afghans have a right to^ proud, Hy books bear record that I 
am a warm admirer of *aJI officers and officials who patriotically 
further the interest of the Empire with their whole heart; but £ 
will be no parfy to the propagation of historical shams. If Lumsden 

f ives two widely varying versions of the cause of -the Penjdeb 
ght, and Yate a third diSertng totally from both, it is preposter¬ 
ous to charge a public critic with being a liar and traduce r becauAO 
he electa to nave an independent opinion of his owt\^ That opinion 
1 am quite ready to change when the proper evidence is fnrthcom^ 
ing. Of the two I would rather see' Komaroff and Alikhanoff 
proved to be in the wrong than Lumsden and Yale ; but the latter 
must compose their own differences first us to the causes of the a£&ir 
before they can hope the pnblic to side witfi them trustfully against 
the true delinquent. It is their own fault that their confficting 
exeusos have carried with them accusations to which a plain reply 
must now be made. But for those excuses, casually blurted ont, the 
world might have gone on erroneously thiDbing liusBia to be wholly 
in the wrong, 

r 
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London, Fehruary 5/A, 7559* 

I N one of your issues to hand you publish an extract from the 
Stat^Mmarif in which Mr, Knight accuses me of being an ** Invete¬ 
rate jMi&monger/’ On a subsequent date you kindly point out that 
Mr. Knight w&i wholly in the wrong in his statement as to my 
opinions with regard to cutting Russia’s road to India ; and there¬ 
fore I do not need to deal with the particular point giving rise to 
the charge. But 1 would like, with your permission, to say some- 
iJung about the charge itself. In the first place, the statements in the 
SiaU*man generally reveal such ignorance of the policy 1 have inoul- 
cated nnee 1 first oegan writing on the Eusso-Jndian question that 
1 would be prepared to stake a subatantial wager that, if Mr. Knight 
tried to define my views in a three or four column article, nineteen- 
twentiethi of what he publieheff would be found to be quite the con¬ 
trary to what 1 have always maintained ou the j^tfonn and in print, 
potitton 1 have occupied in regard to the Russo-lndian qnestioii 
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Yaa alwaji been an independent one* It bae rarely been^ that of 
advocate, but that of jud^e, I have ^pKed the laeh of onticiam to 
Huaaopbobe and Bnsaopnile, to Mr. Gladstone and Lord Saliebury, 
to Lnmaden and Ridjraway, as ivell as to Alikhanoff and Komaroff, to^ 
the political cheats ofFarliament as well as to the dlplnmatin deceivers 
of autocracy^ and to the neople of my own country as well as to the 
people of we country wiiicn, after my own, 1 love most. At the 
same time, while 1 ever seek to strike straight ano strike fair, I have 
always had a detestatiou of that sneeriDg, nagging criticism which 
makes a cevtain section of Radicalism as odious as the dimg- 
hei^ that fouls the kudscape* Ko doubt there is good in that fom 
of Radicalism, just as there js good in the dong-heapj but ibr mankind 
who may be enjoying the Bun^ine and the landscape, the unnecesflary 
e^orts of the dung-heap to pervade the whole firmament, and reduco 
the delight^l scente of hern and dower to its own stinking level, 
savonr much of self-conceit and impertinence. This mnn of 
ItadioalisTTi h not so popular in this country as it was some ten yeata 
ago, although it seems to still hohl its ground in India. Thanks to 
the manly example of such rising Radicals as Lord Rosebery, politi¬ 
cians at home are beginning to find that it does not do for a man 
who wishes to carry weight with the masBes to have the eyes of a 
mole and the heart of a coney. PoliticianB have discovered tb&t it is 
possible for a Itudica] to be an lni])erialist without being a Jingo, and 
to be a patriot witliout having to BUrrender his demooratio aspira¬ 
tions* The nagging, sneering, canting Radicalism which grew out 
of the teaching of (Jarlyle and others received a severe blow when 
Froude revealed what a brute Carlyle had been to his wife; and if it 
lingers in the vicinity of Home Buie oirolcs, it is only a character^ 
istic of the rump of the Radical party—a ramp that would disappear 
at once into insignificance with tne death of Mr, Gladstone. 

My works bear witness that I can eulogise as well as apply 
the lash ; that 1 can praise a Russian whom I consider to 
have acted honcBily, as well as denounce an Ei^lislypaii for 
acting the reverse* To me the Kusaian advance has' been like a 
game of ohesB. My frequent visits to Ruseia and of my daily 
receipt of the HussioD newspapers have enabled me to watch the 
game from the Russian side of me board as well as Irani the English, 
and 1 have never been able to wholly suppress applamo when 
Russia has niade a good move, although 1 have been fmwd at the 
some time very often to denounoe the deceit of the Russiaii players 
on the one hand and the stumdily of the Englieh on oui^. 
The annexation of Khol^cL Bokhara^ and Suva 1 never 
tested against. If we did not intend to hold them and put down (he 
misrule that seethed in those khanates, 1 could not bhu^ Rumla 
for including them in her ipbera ; and this was also my opbion 
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wiUi re^rd to Turkomanio, eicindiag onlj which might, 1 

alwajs mlievtd, have been made a forepost of Herat, and prevented 
a janctioii of the Turkestan and Caepian commnmcationg. At an 
early period of my political career, I urged that the military on^’ 
thontiee of India should secretly define the best fighting line in 
Aighanbtan, and that should work up by degrees to that linO 
and the best front^r be rend, leaving all beyond Siat frontier to be 
annexed by Russia. That was no more a policy of panic than the 
noUcy of the householder who puts holts on his doors and insures 
ids honse against fire con be called a policy of punier Instead of 
nagging at Russia as she made each advance, and then in the end 
be compelled to take any leavings of a frontier she chose to 
chuck to ns, I recommended that we should phoose our own 
frontier in good time, while she was yet afar ; then calmly 
await her approach. Such a course would have prevented the 
humiliatioi!ts of Sarakhs, Fenjdeb, and Badgheis, and saved the tax¬ 
payer many millions sterling, without in any way impairing the 
relations of England and Russia. I do not believe In any great 
ache me for the conquest of India handed down in Russia from 
^eneia^on to generation ; but I do believe that it is sinning 
in the face of Providence to l^ave the defences of India in such a 
condition that Russia may be tempted, in a moment of neediness or 
political rage, to attempt to drive us out of India The cant view, of 
coarse, is that God Almighty gave us India to rule, and that if Russia 
advanced, she would have to contend not only with the British 
Army but with the British Army plus God Aimigbty, as though 
there were no divinity shaping the ends of Russia, and no features 
in Russian rule that might not be more acceptable to certain classes 
in India than onr own methods of governments By all means let 
ua hold to the belief that God did give ua India to rule, and let us 
act prayerfully and manfully up to that belief; but at the same time 
let us take care that the Afghan frontier be well spiked with the 
British bayonet. And for this reason, that Russia does not believe 
that Frottdence placed us in charge of India, but looks upon Eng¬ 
land oa a com!inorcial vampire, sucking the blood out of the country, 
to eject whom from I^dta might, under certain circumstances, be 

thought worthy of the' patronage of heaven, ^ 

>■ . 

do not like men who delight in the success of their prophesieis, 
or I might compile a very interesting book under the title, say, of ** I 
told you so/* in which might be arranged my predictions that have 
come tme« Take an early instance—the pamphlet, Russia** Raiituay 
to JSeratj. of which I circulated, in ISfil, one tbousand copies to 
Farlianieui «id the press, containing General Anneukoffs map 
of his Tra^ucaspiati Eulway, then hardly known in England, 
ihld ridienled as something that would not occur before anotW 
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century* Uven Sir Henry BawIidsoq tbongbt that Bnasia 
had not enough to pay for a Transcaspian line. & that pamphlet 
I pointed out the probabUity that the line would be in escietence 
in a few yeara^ and urged the Gavemment to start afresh 
on the Bitspcuded Qaetta Railway* What was there of the panio^ 
monger in that ? The Transcaspian line U now an apoommiahed 
fact; it could be completed to Herat in a few months if Russia 
seisised the place ; aud tliero is hardly a politician* of any party in 
BiUglaud who does not wish our own Quetta Railway were Mulshed 
to Kandahar. * 


Take another case: the njaps lu Merv^ the Qicren of the Worlds 
published in 1^181, above all the one on pa^e 33S, on which is 
written : The dbiK^ucst of Akhal exU 5 uds Russian rule to uijaoare ; 
the conquest of Merv will v;£tend k to Penjdeh At that time 
Penjdoh wa^ unknown in England, and Foliticians of the mole-eyed 
coney-hoart^-.d type were declaring that if Russia went to ^err, fthe 
'would go to orV only., and would iind at Merv only a few mud 
huts not worth annexation* Who 'was right ? They or I ? Evan 
■whou Morv was annexewb and tlie annexation 'was debated in the 
House of Commons, 'what did 1 'write in the pamphlet Tfie Bvs$mn 
Annexation of Merv^ which was distributed to the members as 
they wont into the House, and was seen in most of their hands 
during the debate ?—‘‘that the annexation of Merv, being inevitably 
attended with the incorporaliou of the Sarifeh Turcomans, will 
extend Russii^ rule one hundred miles up the Murghab to Penj- 
deh» at the foot of the Paropaminus^ or witldn one hundred and forty 
miles of Herat*" This was not deemed poaeible at the time i but did 
it not come true t 

One more quotation from Merv in 18SI :^'‘If we wait till 
Russia enters Merv and posts Cossacks on the Poropamisiis 
range, we shall have to accept, at the dictation of Huissa^ her 
deUmitation of the two Empires, with the diahonontahlo drawback 
of having to cede the best of Indio^menacing le her u 

the power in possession. Is it, therefore, too much to*ask that our 
border lino be arranged without delay V* * 

Was not this 1m accurate forecast of what actuaUr did occur 
four years later F When I first began to write about Antral Asia, 
it was not believed, even by Busso^obists like Rawlinson, that any 
easy roads existed for a Russian Army to march, above all with artil¬ 
lery, upon India, The whole of Bugland^a Btatesmen And whole 
of Englaod^s generals kept their eyes fixed ^on Orenburg, and from 
Orenburg looked across the deserts of the Euhgl^ tribes to the lofty 
barrier > ^ the Hindu RuBh, oftezing insupersmle diffioultieB to- the 
advonoe of a great armyi It took me fire ye«n’ incesiaffib writinf, 
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dmy ftfler d«Ly, wwk afl;«r week, month a/tor month, to drag John 
Bnira head round from Orenburg to the ('afpiun, and make him took 
at the etisy road extsting between the Caepian and Kandahar, it 
was duri^ this period tiiat Sir Henry tiawlison proved such a 
traitor to English interests. He more than any other had Exed the 
gate of England upon the Turkestan $ui ranee. He more than any 
other realised the greatness of the chaise whoa Russia, in 1879, 
shifted the aggressive movemeut to the Caspian^ But he was in 
a huff with lus own country, because the class of men of which Mr. 
Kikight is a forlorn and lingering representative to-day, had assailed 
and insulted him during the period he was proclaiiiib^the dangers 
of the Turkestan advance from the house-top. Bo he held bis toufj^ne, 
and the^^uhlic hna^ioiM from bis silence that there was nothing 
dangerous in the new !^nscaspian movement alto wed it to goon 
unchecked, uatil the sudden saiaure hf Merv aroused it from iU 
lethargy*. But the mieebtef was done, and whatever clftims to 
oondderation Bir Henry Rawlinson possesses as a patriotio sen¬ 
tinel daring the Russian advance upon Bokhara and Khiva, they 
are outweighed by the fact that his deliberate silence during the 
oonquest of the Turcomans facilitated the Hussiau advance as much 
as the indiffereuce gf the Gladstone Government. He cried Wolf I 
wolf t" when the wolf was afar off; and because the public did 
not give him sufEoient heed he held his tongue, and would not cry 
wolf at all when he saw the wolf getting over a watt, unsuspected by 
the public, into the sheepfold. It was because the sentinel turned 
traitor^ out of pique, that 1 feel that 1 can never give any honour 
to Bir Henry nawlinson in regard to the Russo-lndian question* 
How different his couiuot from that of Sir Charles Maegregor, who 
deliberately risked hU career, in 1885, in order to awaken England 
to a sense of her danger 1 


A public writer who calls attention lo political dangers until 
he catches the ear of the public, and is trustfully regaroed as the 

g uardian of i^B interests in the direction menaced, is surely in duty 
onnd to sing out when be sees fresh rocks ahead, if only for the 
sake of that public he Las educated into reposing confidence in him. 
And if be does not,, and deliberately does not, is he not a traitor 
to the intereet* he had previously watched oVer with such zeal ? 
Such a charge oonld never be brought a^uat Arminius Yambery, 
whatever may be said about his Kussopnobub From the point of 
view of hard mh, he ^^onld have done far better 1^ he preached 
on behalf of Eussia instead of England, because Russia would have 
paid him well for his advocacy ; whereas he has reoeived nothing 
from Bnghmd, except what have epnmg from meagre peou- 
niOT lerati oi his writing But while 1 cannot travel as far as 
h* ioeB, and do not share nis hatred of Buuia, 1 should be lorry, 
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even if 1 were a survivor of that Radical school to whioh 1 have 
referred, to apply to one who had been snob a true and warm-heart¬ 
ed friend of my country the epithet of ** panic-monger.*' 

So far as I am personally concernod, I can claim that I have, 
on more than one occasion, allayed a panic caused by those foan 
which a mole-eyed policy is apt to engender among ite devotees. 
In J 885 !, while the Gladstone Government was in power, there 
suddenly arose a scare over the delimiLition of the Atrek frontier* 
A convention had been signed by Persia and llussia without the 
knowledge of England; and there were no louder denouncers of 
the compact than the affrighted Hudicbls of the hour. Having 
received a copy of tlio treaty from Russia, and found no serious 
anneimtions of Persian territory had been made, 1 prepored a map, 
of which I circulated some hundred copies among members of 
the House aiul the princi|mt newspapers, and put a stop to the rising 
tide of feeling against Russia so effectually that when a 'little while 
later 1 happened to proceed to 8t, Petersburg, 1 was heartily thanked 
by M. do Gfers for what I had <lDne« That was not the action of an 

inveterate panic-monger,*' 1 think ; but one cannot expect men who 
are content to grovel in ignorance to have any sympathy with, and 
respect for, those who from the Plsgah heights of knowledge sur¬ 
vey the progross of mankind and note tho march of erapiroa. '‘"Little 
minds and great empires go ill together/' wrote llarke long ago. 
Until recently there was too groat a tendency in this country to 
allow the littfo minds to monopolise the platform, and because they 
threw a deal* of mud about and made a loud noise to leave them in 
charge of Imperial interests. At present a policy of vigorous ex¬ 
pulsion prevails among tho educated public; and if uie blows 
delivered back are harder than those delivered, the "Httle minds" 
are uloue to blame for liavbg invited the castigation. 

— »- 
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Lonihdn, Fthrmity 2555* 

I P it were not that the provalonco of bad weather in Central Asia 
precludes the idea of immediate military oporations on a largo 
scale, the news from Chnrdjui about tho concentration of troops, 
and the ffltting hither and thither of generals, might be considered 
exoeedingly ominous* Aa it b, tho amval of the Amir, with a large 
force in proximity to the Qxus, has evidently either rendered 
10 
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RoBuans uneasy in regard to their military positioii tberOi or has 
been eeifed upon bj them as a pretext for a demonatration against 
Abdurrahman Khan* There can bo no donbt that hie presence there 
at all 19 not very agreeable to the fiussians, Afghan Turkestan has 
been looked upon by them for years as a rotten branch that mnld 
readily drop oS the Afghan tree. If the truth were known, Ishak 
Khan did not break out In rerolt against the Amir without the 
knowledge of AlikhanofiTs sentiments^ and perhaps at hie aotual 
instigatioa* To AlikhanofiT restlessneBS is a necessity* Unless he 
keeps Btirring the Afghan ppt, his career will stagnate and undergo 
no development. Now, U is no secret to the world, any more than 
it is to his friends, that he is a very energetic man and exceedingly 
ambitions* His ^ture, os the Russians say, in the palm of his 
hand ” If he chooses to stagnate, he will live die a simple 
colonel, for the position at lUerv is no' stepping-stone to anything 
else in the Russian service* This is wall known to Alikhanoff, and 
if he does not become Russian Governor of Qerat within the next 


five years, it will not be for want of energetic plotting* I roust say 
that I watch his opemtions with the deepest interest* I watch for 
his next move with os much curiosity as I await the next murder 
of Mr, Jack-the-Kipper* I know perfectly well what I should do 
if 1 were in Alikhanovs place ; and i am waiting to see whether he 
will adopt the course that is in my mind, or wiU follow any other 
policy. For the moment, he is looked upon in Russia as a little 
nonplussed. Instead oflshak Khan succeeding as was expected, his 
following has been scattered like chaff, and the Amir decapitatii^ 
wholesale the friends of the traitor and^—the friends of Aliiibanom 


Hence much annoyance and an unpleasant end to the honeymoon of 
the gallant Russian. From dalliance with the fair daughter (or 
possibly "dark” daughter—I am not sure as to her colour) of the 
Khan of Nakhietehevan, Alikhanoff has had to apply himself afresh 
to “ war’s alarms*” The interruption may bo but passing ; but, on 
the other hand, how great the temptation to take the scalp of the 
Amir, now he is so close to the Cossacks, and let Afghanistan welter 
once mdre in anarchy. 


But these are merely fipeculations, and it is a waste of time 
to indulge much further in them. The only Uiing that is really 
certain is, that neither the officials at 131. Petersburg nor those on 
the frontier are pleased at the presence of the Amir in Afghan Tur¬ 
kestan* The worst is that Abdurrahman Khan knowa the Bussians 
of old, and they teel that he is able to penetrate their plans, what¬ 
ever they may be. On a famous occasion they let mm slip from 
Bamarkhand to upset things in Afghan Tarkestan, and make matters 
warm for tis at Kabul. Why should they not reneat the game 
with lihah KhaaP Henoe probably the demana for the aafe 
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idtarom^nt of Ibe reb^l, wbiob htis boen construoJfperbapi pur- 
poftolr, into iiire&ts of a war with Bokhara. If Rnssia wanted 
■maah the Amir, this demand could be readily manafactured into 
a pretext* Cut ofT aa he is by the enow from Kabul, a Bnasiaii 
attack, accompanied by a fomented Ussbeg riaing might aettle thB 
Afghan question at a blow. We, of course, would occupy Kabul 
and Kandahar; but General Roaenbach would be master of Afghan 
Turkestan, AlikbonofF would be inside Herat, lind the Busaiana 
would posaosa all that they are aiming at just now* And they 
would get wlyit they want under circumstances that would abnost 
preclude the possibility of an Anglo-RuBgian war, because Abdurrah^ 
man would be proved to have contemplated invading Bokhara, etc*, 
etc*, etc*| in the usual Russian diplomatic style* 

I cannot but repeat that England is guilty of gross supineness 
in allowing tl^e Amir to lie in Afgiian Turkestan, cut off from 
Kaljol, and faco to face with the Husslaus, without a good Englis-h 
ofBccr at hid side to give him moral support and prevent the Bui- 
sinus having all their own way in fabricating a diplomatic case 
against him. Of course, it would not do to ]^ace with him such 
nervous, irresolute creatures as Yate and Ridgeway, or a pleaae^lon't- 
-cut-me-oflF-from-the-wire sort of clerk as Lumsden, but a resolute 
and stalwart Envoy of the Lopel Griffi^a typo, able to make up his 
mind in a moment on delicate points of pohey, and not keep crying 
home for comfort and counsel like a little boy just sovored from 
hla mamma* ^ To thoso who would demur, on the ground that the 
officer'‘s life nyght bo in danger, 1 would suggest an hour^s study 
of Indian history. There they would find hundreds of cases where 
English representatives liave been placed in far more perilous- 
positions without either England or her Envoy suffioring minor 
concern from the danger* To me it haji always appeared a fatal 
policy to close Afghanistan to Englishmen, because we play into 
Russia’s hands by leaving the country open for her secret operations. 
The more EngUshuieu circulated about the country, the more the 
Afghans would get to regard ns as their friends and protectors, and 
the less easy it would bo for Alithanoff and KomaroJBF to Tarry on 
their plots* The ice of Afghan reserve was broken when the Boun¬ 
dary Commission passed through the country ; and the aim of the 
indian Government should be to encourage English officers and 
traders to roam about it on the one hand and enoourage the 
Afghan notables ^ to p^ frequent visits to India on the other* 1 
wo^d have English ofiuserg constantly moving about the Herat 
distrioti so aa to moke Russia feel that the recently drawn frontier 
is the frontier of India and not of Afghanistan only. 

The current number of the J^ortni^htl^ contains two artiolea on 
Indian defence—one by an ^ tndian oScert'^ and the otlieri in the 
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form of a critique, bj Colonel Maurice* If the former represents 
the prevalent official view in India, 1 cannot share its optimist tone* 
Id one respect the article is sound^tho writer does not believe in a 
Caucasus or Asia Minor campaign: he believes the fighting business 
can como offi and will come off only in Afghanistan and Central Asia, 
But we must not stand oji the defensive* That would be fatal* On 
that point almost every military writer seems agreed. But when 
the proposed offensive operations are discussed, the article is not so 
satisfactory. The plan seems to be to raise Afghanistan, and sweep 
the Russians back from Turkestan aa<l Turkmenia to the 
Caspian Sea* And then 7, *'Oue des(>erate campaign would shatter 
(on the shores of the Caspian) the power of Russia, both in Asia 
and in Europe {sic) for many long years to oome,'^ And again, 
** Greater Britain has then only to make up her niind to nee tho 
business through at any cost, and the war would close with tlio 
cession of.every Russian vessel on the Caspian (how F); together 
with tho port of Krnanovwlsk, which by the time would bo 
connected with India f^y rail,^’ 

Now, I am ready to admit tho possibility of licking Russia in 
C^entral Asia, and sweeping her back to tho Caspian—1 admit it for 
the sake of argument; but I ask what then ? Russia is no more 
▼ulnerablo at Krasnovodsk iban she is at Vladivostok* Licked on 
land, with the whole of her TurkoabLni and Turkmenian armies— 
prisoners if you like—she would still remain snprerpo mistress on 
the Caspian Sea, with its hundreds of steamers an(^ sailing ships 
and its enormous reservo of steamers on the Volga, in the rear; and 
I aak what could tho successful English general at Krasnovodsk do 
against these? The submission of Bi>3cnbach and Komar off could not 
necessarily involve the surrender of a single steamer or soldier be¬ 
yond the East Caspian shore. How would the liussian power in the 
Caucasus he “shattered,*' let alone the Russian power in Euroi>c, 
which would still remain fresh and intact, and os formidable as ever ? 
The English general, by fighting his way to Krnsnovodsk, could no 
more ctAnjwt/tlie surrender of every Hussian vessel on the Caspian 
than he could compel the surrender of the fleet at Cronstadt* It 
would be a repetition of tiger verttii shark for the moment ; then 
would pour down tho hordes of fresh troops from the Volga, with 
gun-boats and torpedo-boats froiA the Baltic, as 1 described last 
week, and tbe British commander, I am afraid, would have a 
develtfh bad time of it* And for this reason, that while his extend¬ 
ed* line of communications with India would be by a-single railmy, 
with perhaps only a si^le line, the Bussian line of communica¬ 
tions would be by tbe V^ga, the' Caspian waterway giving the 
Hussledb power to pour swarms of troops against the ^ force at¬ 
tempting to bold KVasnovodsk. The result^ 1 am afraid, would 
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be A heavy amash at KraanevoUak, and a retreat again upon Merv 
and Herat* 

When I challenged Colonel Maurice last autamn in the Mutjw 
in^ Po»i to come out of foglaml and say in downright plain English 
w^i be did believe and what ho did not believe in regard to Indian 
defence (i had read one of his letters very carefully aeveral times^ 
with the result tliat 1 was very much iu the effodition of Harr^ 
Fumiss, to whom I onco scuta Russian journal that had copied his 
sketches—borote back that ho had “ stood on hia head half an- 
hour in the comer, but could not make anything of the Huss”—1 
was much in this jireplexed condition aftef*reiwUng Colonel Maurice’s 
letter) and, in reply, ho said, with a porniwsity worthy of a professor, 
that if ho do.^lt with the subject at all, it w^ould have to be in a book 
of great magnitudcj not iu a newspaper hdtor. However, tjolonel 
Maurice lius managed to say wliat he lias to say in tlie limits of a 
short article in the FotlnighUtjj and the result iu 'almost os 
unsatisfiictory as on the lost rccasioiu There is much boizing iu a 
quart pet, but on examination the pot ia found to he practically 
empty. When a man h discursive, woitly, and wanders front his 
text he is apt to be surprised and furious at being asked to preach, 
as I once heard a Yankee e:K.pr(*ss it, GotT Almighty's truth 
straight from the sliouhlerl ’’ That iu wimt the professor cannot do, 
and he is uncommonly angry at being called upon iu consequence to 
explain his explanation, rittting the plainest mterprebation on 
'what he a;iya*—it is equally open to anybody else to put other in- 
torpretations &n his obsorvatiojis—lie would appear to he convinced 
that salvation is only to bo found for Hughmd by an alliance with 
Germany, Austria, and ilaly against Russia. Add thereto Turkey^ 
and I am willing to agree that wo could march into St. Petersburg 
and Moscow and dictate terms to Utissia. But 1 hold—and think 
every right-minded Englishman will hold—that the defence of India 
onght not to be b^Lsed upon a j^por compact, the treacherous failure 
of which by one or more of the allies might cause onr dowefall. 
German diplomacy ia not so pure and honest that vre ca^ afford to 
stake our Imperial existeuoo on so frail a foundation, *We must have 
something better than that. The Imperial foyces of England, and 
the plans of Imperial defeace, must bo so arranged and organised 
that England may bo always a match for Russia single-^handed. 
The Indian * OflEcer'' attempts to solve this ; hut Colonel Maurice 
begs the question altogether by exclusively advocating the alliauce 
wiUi the Central Eutopeon powers—a matter upon which politician* 
and the public need no guidance from a professor of military 
art. He travels over a good deal of other ground, and indul^ 
in personal criticism of the Indian - Officer f' but I hud nothing 
else in the article which I can seize upon and pass on to the public* 
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Granted tlie ffreat combinatioa of Ungland, plus Germany, 
pins Auatria, ^ns Turkey, plus Italy, and plus India agai&st 
Hnssia, and tbe allies would be a poor lot if they did not maroh to 
Moscow, traverse the Caucasus, and perform other valiant deeds 
otherwise impossible ; but would it be to EagLand's general interests 
to cripple Russia, and set u[i close to her doors a predominant 
Germany, who might tPy to serve her afterwards aa Prussia served 
Austria after the Danish War P 1, for one, think not. Meanwlule 
surely it would be better if, instc^ad of railing at the press and public 
for being so ignorant, Colonel Man rice woi-e to stick to his trade a^it 
professor of military art, and, leaving politics alone, show England 
now India ia to be defended by military means against Eussiai if 
Russia single-handed try to upset her authority between Qaetta and 
Calcutta, * 
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Lokdom, Pebruary 

T he opinion prevalent among a large number of tbinking men, not 
fanatically attached to any party, that it would he a wise thing 
to grant some sort of sclieine of Homa Rule to Ireland, if only for 
the flake of shunting and sliolving a question aflFecting*oiily a very 
small BBotion of the Empire, and thereby enabling praper attention 
to be given to other maiters of a far more important character, 
cannot but be strengthened liy such circnmstancea as the present, 
when the forces of the Amir and the Ciar are confronting each 
other, almost within hitting distance, and a state of things which 
might not impossibly involve England and Russia in war, and shake 
the fabric of Indian rule to its foundation, is relegated to obscure 
comera of the daily newspapers. Given a choice of two things, 
the loss ^ Ireymd and the toss of India, and there are few educated 
Englishmen who (apart from the question of propinquity) would 
not agree that wa could better aiford to lose a dozen Irelands thou 
A single India* Yet fiessiou after session is devoted to interiuiaabla 
discussions of Irish afairs, withoi^t any prospect of a settlement 
looming in sight, and in the meanwhile not ouIt is hope le^slfttion 
blocked, but a^ra of Imperial importance are left for the Colonial 
and Eoreign 0£oes to muddle in the most approved parochial st^e* 
If, four years ago, the Afghan situation was considerBd grave wnea 
a mere handful of Coasacks and Afghans faced each other at Penj- 
deh, it surely cannot be regarded as wholly free from danger at the 
present moment when the Amir himself on one side of the River 
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Oins, and General Komaroff on the other» command large forces in 
person, the defeat of either of ’which would he followed oy anarchy 
in Turkeatan or Afghanistan. The Czar himself may not contem¬ 
plate a waFi and easy-going minds detect a certainty of this in hii 
attendance at Sir Robert Morier's boll this week (as if the Czar did 
not attend similar balls at the leading embassies at St. Petersburg 
©Terr season), but it is not difl&c’oit to imacino a state of things 
whicti might cause Alexander I IK, with allhis good intentions, to 
embark on ’undertakings oflccxsive to this country. ]^or instance, 
it is a simple matter of fact that both AlikhanofF and Komaro^ 
look upon Afghanistan ns a State to bo to piecoa, and not to 

be infused with strongtli by an}- acta by Russia. Up to now, the 
weapon they have had to rely upon exclusively has been simply 
intrigue-^a weapon in the use of which tlie liussians are adapt, 
but which cannot be always* successful, or Ishak Khan would be 
still kadi tig the revolt at Mazar-i-Shorif Now, however, they 
command forces able (in tlicir estimation) to overcome the Amir, 
and which, if hut slightly increased by troops from the Caucasus, 
could easily conquer and hold the whole country north of the Hindu 
Kush? Who will seriously contend that this possession of force, ripe 
for action within almost hitting distance of the Amir, does not consti¬ 
tute a powerful temptation to toe Russian Generals in command ? 
They have it in their poiver to work up any number of pretexts for 
attacking the Amir, and they ^now that if they do attack him he can 
receive no succour from India. A better opjiortun^ for attacking 
bim there coukl not bo. At Kabul ho is close to English aid : at 
Mazar-i-Sherif, while the snows block tho Hindu Kuah passes, he 
is at Russia’s mercy. What a cliauco for the men who organized 
the seizure of 3ierv by a sudden blow that tnrued the Turoomana 
out of their iudepeudcuce I What an opportunity for the repetition 
of Penjdeb. Decidedly the Amir is in deadly peril, and if the 
Russians take no advantago of the situation, it will not be out of 
consideration for Abdurrahman Khan, or England, but because 
adverse ctrcnmsiances in Europe have mterventd. 


It U interesting as showing the negative part the Caucasus » 
laying in the matter, that the Governor-General, Prince DondukoST 
Korsakoff^ is at Sti Petersburg with several prominent members of 
his staS^ and troubles very little about the afEair. A few troops 
have been sent from the Oaucasue, but in general toe authorities of 
Turkestan and Turkmenia have the matter entirely in their own 
hands, receiviAgtoeir instructions direct from General Vatmoosky, 
the Minister of War. The Chief of the Staff of too army of ohsar- 
vation at Kerki is General Grodekoff, who years ago performed a 
oelehrated ride through Afghan-Turkestan to Herat, and afterwards 
Beryedj as Chief of the Staff to Scobeleff, when the latter attaoked 
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Geok Tepe, It may be Tomembered tliat in tlie accouat of hia ride 
he 3aid ^at stress oa tlte hatred of the U^begs towards the 
Afghans and tbeir desire for indopendenoe* To promote that has 
since been the aim of Turkestan officials, who recognise that the 
severed province would naturally gravitate towards Knsala« If the 
Amir be left onmoleBteJ Jie will stamp out disaffection so thoroughly 
that there will be no such favourable elements of revolt left in 
another month as'existed a year ago. For the Rnssians in Turkes¬ 
tan, it must be gulling to see the Amir crushing the embers of the 
fire the^ had done tbeir best to ignite* Their only,consolation is 
the belief tliev uU entertain tliat the Amir is not destined to be 
long-lived, and if anything happens to him the country will at once 
be given over to anarchy* To prevent this, England ought to keep 
in touch with all the elameuts of a tranquilisihg character in 
Afghanistan, and this, as 1 insisted lust weoK, cun only be uccom- 

E lished by having officials on tlie spot. 1 am not ono of those who 
elieve in a partition of Afghanistaii between England and Kussiu, 
Military men are against sacrifieiug any portion of it to Russia, 
and our policy ongiit to be to endeavour to prevent any such parti- 
tioiii by gradually renderiug the Uusso-Afghan frontier the fron¬ 
tier of Russia and Indiui Uussia will never shrink from encroach¬ 
ing on an Afghan frontier, but she will always hesitato before 
crossing the frontier of tho Indian Empire. The task is a difficult 
one, but it is not impossible. ludia^ indeed, is not the place for 
men who have such a word in their vocabulary, yut nothing 
whatever has been done to build up this frontier. ^ 

It is with this policy that I am dissatisfied, and am convinced 
that the country will one of these days bo dissatisfied with Lord 
Salisbury in regard to his negative policy in a nianuor that tho 
Conservativos will probably regret for Jiiany a year. The plan I 
recommend u one t^t 1 have repeatedly insisted on during the last 
four years. We should begin first with our own dominions, and 
then gradnally pass on to those of the Amir* Baluchistan, on the 
Fersiai^ido,J%tiU remains unorganised. Starting from the Persian 
Gulf a frontier cordon should be extended to the Helmund, and even 
if this were limited to a few peats, the presence of English officers 
along the border would render the frontier something more than 
those stupid paper frontiers which are still worshipped in Dowuing- 
streetj iu imite of the innumerable lessons us to their usaleasness 
taught to ^l^glaud in the past, Balucllisten organised, and a hold 
established on the Helmund, the neixt step should be to induce the 
Amir to allow the cordon to he extended to the Hari Rud, and 
thence to the Oxns. At the outsat Indian native officers might be 
employed on this task ; but it is useless to expect Bussians to give 
anything Eke the respect to a frontier euperyiaed by AsiE^tics ebe 
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Uroald to 0Q6 cvontrolled hy Eutope^uft* There is no necessity to 
hold iho frontier in force. A aozen English officers extending 
from Seistan to the Oxus would form s. European chain of anffioient 
moral strength to accomplish the great object in view—the education 
of Russia into realising that the recently delimited frontier is not 
simplj the frontier of Afghanistan but the frontier of the British 
Empire. There is no rea<;on why this should iio| he dono in such 
a manner as to leave the Amir's rule absolutely intact. Th© objeo- 
tions to the presence of a British Resident at Herat» Kahuh and 
Mftjsar*i-3herif do not apply iu this case. These frontier officials 
would not need to enter those towns at all, or take any part in 
Afghan affairs. Tliey would h©, in the majority of instancesi posted 
in places where ihe population is scanty and non-fanatical^ while they 
would proceed on their cluty and return hv the nearest road along 
the frontier running from Koistan to the Oiu». 

Such a cordon is tho only easy and inexpensive method I can 
suggest for safeguarding the Afglian frontier from encroachment. 
It would impose a moral check the moment it was established, and 
could ho gratlually fitreiigtheueJ other tno:\sures for promoting 
familiar rslat-ious between Afghanistan and India. If Afghanistan 
fell into anarchy* one section of officers as far as the Huri Bud would 
only have to cross the frontier to hud an asylum iu Fersia, and the 
other section from Kuslik to tho Oxus, would be equally safe on 
entering Ru^ia, I mention* these contingencies, not because 1 
believe we ought to bo iiuduly iDflueneed by them* but because tho 
authorities at home and in Imlia seem to have a pusillanimous fear 
(not shared by officers themselves) of placing any Englishmen tn 
Afghanistan **l©st there should be a rising.” Tliia Kink of the 
Afghans is not a creditable feeling, and wants to bo well purged 
from the official mind. If officials generally at home and Inaia, 
would only drink more beer and imbibe less tea, a little more 
manliness might be infused into the management of the Empire. 
There is far too much nervousness rampant in high places nowa¬ 
days. Whftt with a want of pluck on the part of S^r rfflera and 
the prevalence of corroding pessimism among her public writers^ 
England hardly seems tlio same country to-dny she was a century 
ago. If we do not dare something in Afghanistan we may make 

our minds to lose a great deal. For my part I think that, 
ti^mg the worst at the worst, it would be cheaper to lose two or 
three doBen frontier officers than to lose Herat, The one loss could 
be readily made up ; the other never. 

It is amazing the time and money English statesmen are eontent 
to expend on the manufacturo and preservation of a mere paper 
frontier, while refusing to make a single effort to establish the pro¬ 
per article. The energy wasted in the one direction would be 
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BiiffioieBt io create & dozen frontiei^ if ex-pended in the otliet< Id 
thia respect we differ ctnioiiBl^ from the liusBianB, who cannol bear 
having any part of their Empire lying outside tlieir beloved Cofl- 
saek frontier cordon* They were never htippy till they had enciTcIed 
and encloacd Bokharu^ and the Embassy that is now on its way to St* 
Petersburg is probably ^lo last that will be sent from tl^it Kbanate. 
According to the best advices the Jlussians intend to purine a steady 
policy of stultifying the Amir and by degrees reduce him and the 
foian of Khiva to the insignificant condition of the Tartar and Per* 
sian Khans in Truns-Cuneagia* The constant flow of Russians and 
Hussiau trade along the Transcaspian Railway, from the Caspian 
Sea to Samarkhand, will enable them without much difficulty to gra¬ 
dually wear down the indepouilenro of Bokhara. Meanwhile the 
letting down process is not being unduly hastened. The Asiatic 
Brani^ of the general staff has this Tveek hired the whole of the 
Grand Hotel at St, Potorshiirg for the iLse of fho Bokharan Embassy. 
The hotel is conveniently situated iti sight of the Ministry of War, 
and within a few minutes walk of the principal public departments 
and palaces of the Kussian capital. The Embassy is c^cpected to 
atop at St. Petersburg several weeks. 

General Kolpakovsky, Govern or* General of the Govcniment 
of the Steppe, is also expected to arrive at St. l^etersburg to-day or 
lo-morrow. He has l>een summoned in connection with fresh 
schemes of reorganization for the Central Asian possessions of Hus- 
fiia. General Annenkoff is likewise at St. Petersburg trying to get 
the Czar's sanction for the extension of the Transcaspian Railway to 
Tashkent, He is arranging for more rolling stock to ho sent to 
Azoun Ada as Foon as the ice breaks upon the River Volga next 
tnontli. The valuable services the railway has rendered in enabling 
troopa and stores to be rapidly concentrated on the Oxus have greaU 
ly enhanced his prestige. At the same time the military movement 
to Kerki has been useful in revealing further defects of the line 
which are to be immediately remedied, tho money being readily 
forthcociing rndor tho cirenmsUnccs from tho Russian oxchequer. 
This, even if tho political ferment subside in Afghan-Turkestan, will 
result in HrUssia being considerably strengthened on the frontier* I 
think 1 have more than once mentioned tliat the defects of the Trans^ 
Caspian Railway revealed by tho Tim^s wore principally due to the 
difficulty Annenkoff exporienced in getting a proper snm for the 
constrnction of the lino. It was a case of a very cheap railway or 
no railway at all Tlianks to tho scare (how far affepted or real it is 
impossible io say) of an Afghan irruption into Bokhara, Annenkoff 
has been able to get alt the extra money ho needed to make the line 
a thoroughly sound one, 
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RUSSIANS LAST SHIFT SOUTHWARDS. 


Lonbok, Afew-cft 28th, 1889, 

T he Russian pryss conMones to publish vaj^uo rnmgnra of a dangor- 
cus on tbo Afj^ban tVontior, and all manner of 


reports are circulating ut tSL Petersburg ; but nothing definite is 
known of ai^"thing serious, and tlioso in anthority scout the idea 
of further complications. I am, howover* informed that the Rug&ian 
Governmont, in spite of it?: pacitie assurances, is by no means dis^ 
posed to recur to a policy of mustorly inactivity in that quarter* 
Farther frontier*organi/atLon has boon decided upon in the upper 
portion of ilic River Oxus/ und tho time is rapidly approacning 
when fro.sh dtplomatic wrangles will commence over thatiBectioa of 
the Afghan Ijordor line* On this account, the Amir canuot put his 
house in pro]Kir order in that cjuartor too a 00 n, and it would be of 
utHpoakablc l>euefifc if lio could be persnadod to allow two or three 
British officers to take Uji their stay in the more menaced positions 
until the Russian organization is aocoinplisbed* I am of opinion 
that ver 3 * little pressure would he needed to induce tlio Atnir to 
accede to such a course : but in rcoom men ding it^ I naturally imply 
that wo should not repeat the J^cnjdeh misadventure and send weak¬ 
lings, such ast Yute, who would meridy flatter in tho Ruasian breeze, 
hut men with strong headjii, strong hands, and strong hearts« There 
la far too much timidity in our Afghan policy. iSo long as Russia 
has simply to deal with Afghan^ north of the Hindu Kush, she will 
contlnuo to regard it us an Asiatic province and not as a bulwark 
of the British Em pi re. 1 am aware that pessimist poltroons—'mon- 
grel Euglishmcn who arc unworthy to possess a vote in the man- 
agemont of tliat great Empire which was founded by stout-hearted 
adventurers who carod nothing for long odds—I am aware that 
these poor whiflvof-wind look upon He rat aad Af|ghan-Turkestan 
as lost before the Russians have oven infracted tho new Trontier ; 
but that is not the view of those possessing tho old English quality' 
of firmly eon fronting the gravest disadvautagdb and fighting cheer¬ 
fully for victory, no matter how hard the tide of battle may rage 
agomst them. For niy part, I hold to the conviction that there is 
not the least necessity tor being down in the mouth about Afghan- 
Turkestan, Very little planning would be needed to erect tbei 9 
such a moral harrier to Russian encroachments as would, at any 
rate, stave ofif tho period of annexation. I hesitate to go into details 
of a plan of action I would suggest, being reminded of a ramark 
made by Sir Peter Lumsden to myaolf in 1885. The worst of 
your books is that, in pointing out the dangers of the BnasiaQ 
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advance, you show the Ruagians preciBelj how to advance.” I am 
quite aware of that,” I replied* But what other course is open 
to me* unless f become an adviser to the Crown, and point out the 
same dangers to our statesmen in private 

The Russians have a good plan of meotiug cases of riiia kind, 
The moment a writer 'distinguishes himself in dealing with any 
topic of utility to the State ho is attached to a public department 
in the capacity of a sort of outdoor or exterior adviser ; and when¬ 
ever his services are deemed necessory, be is called upon to adriae 
the Minister or the bureacratio chief concerned. In return for thia 
he receives a fee and an occasional decoratioxi or title; and when¬ 
ever departmental oommitteea are formed to discuss any knotty 
question, from the rectification of a frontier to tbo suppresGion of 
swine fever, these authorities are summoned to assist, and reoeive 
special pay while in attendance. Thanks to this system* the Rus¬ 
sian Government has at its command the cream of iutellectj and is 
not compelled to found its policy on tho skim milk of clerical in- 
competence. At the same time, an embargo is laid upon inconve¬ 
nient discussions, and the Government can curry out its plans 
without any warning being given to the enemy in advance. In 
this country there is no such system at work. When a question 
arises at tho Foreign or Colonial Ofihoas, a clerk is set to work to 
collect in the library materials bearing upon it; and as ho is mostly 
ignorant of the question, and possesses no personal interest in it^ it 
can be readily imagined what sort of caea is finally put before the 
Minister for huu to base his decision upon. Up to now, it baa 
never seemed to occur to the statesmen of England that they might 
utilise the resources of knowledge lying outside their c£&ees« Yet 
the Russian system has been in vogue since the time of Peter the 
Great, and has been attended with admirable result. It is true 
that in thia country a statesman can pick plenty of information out 
of the presB—a plan imjjossibla in Russia. On the other hand, 
this leaves intact the evil to which JSir Peter Lumsden referred, 
that, in foreca^^ting, on a basis of hard fact, the future advance of an 
enemy, a writer tends to simply the enemy with ideas enoonraging 
him te make the advance. Xnus the more cogently one demonstratea 
the necessity for retaining Herat , to safeguard India, and proves 
how easily Bnsjiia con mask it and rush on to the Helmund, the 
more oue tempts Russia to take advantage of our tupineness to 
rush u^n that point. 

Still, things being as they are, no other course b left open to 
me eaeept to keep tho public fully interested in tho question, and I 
imagine that things would go hard with Lord Saliihnry'^s Minist^ 
if anything happened to Herat and Afghan-Turkestan. Meanwhile 
General Bosoimach has returned to Turkefltan^ and it ii expected 
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thut bifl arriT&I wtU be followed by Gome changes in 

regard to the disposition of the Tnrhestau army . Kerki it is pToposed 
to make a permanent military ataiion, and a Hussian cordon tvUl he 
establishea along the course of the Hirer Oxns. Under ordinary 
circumstances, some hesitation might have been felt at thus fringing 
South Bokhara with Eosaian troops* and depriving it of an independ¬ 
ent frontier of her own alongside Afghan-Turkestan; but the 
recent scare having (as it is alleged) caused Bokhara to appeal to 
Russia to protect her with troops against the Amir* she can hardly 
complain if, iipder the pretext of further defence* Knsaia keeps a 

f ortion of those troops permanently installed in the same positions* 
n this manner, Bokhara will become os completely incorporated as 
Khiva ; and Russia will not only secure what she has long wished 
for—a strong mintary position on the Oxus^but will be able to 
take in hand encroachments hi Afghan-Turkestan should she desire 
to do so* Unless* therefore, the Rnssianft retire from the Pxus line 
they occupied a short while ago under the inSuence of the scare, a 
a very important Russian advance will have been consumniated 
without attracting the notice of English statesmen ; and perhaps 
some justification will be found for the contention of those observ¬ 
ers who from the outset believed that the scare was purposely 
fomented in order that Russia might shift her military ^igntuent 
from the northern frontier of Bokhara to the southern* 

Prince Mpsbohersky^s paper* the Grajdanin^ has published a 
long and rathep sensational article this week under the title of “The 
Turcomans of the Transcaspian Terrifory as a Military Material/' 
In this the author recites at length all that is known alwut the bra^ 
very of the Tnroamans and the excellence of their steeds, and 
recommends the adoption of a measure that would compel every 
male to pass though the ranks, and enable Russia, “ at the end of 
ten years* to laun^ one of the finest hordes of warriors the world has 
over seen against her enemies, whether in the East or West*" Perhaps 
because the author did not print it in the Nov<m Vremyat^ that paper 
falls foul of it as a fantastic notion calculated to “ load^ RuAla with 
a swarm of Asiatic mffians hut all the same, the St. Petersburg 
press generally speaks well of the idea of using the Turcomans as 
irre^Tar horse ; and in so doiu^ they ore simply supporting what 
Ski^elefiF, in Euseia, and Valentine £^er, in Englani^ recommend¬ 
ed yean ago. Hitherto Eussta has refrained from organizing the 
Turoomana to any extent, because she wished to consolidate first 
her position in the Transcaspian territory. It would be obviously 
a danger for Rusata to drill thousands of Tekkes so soon after their 
conquest, and before the identical character of their interests had 
been absolutely established. A little later on it will be possible to 
do this, aikd T^iroemans will be doubUeoa largely employed in the 



a* 


OHARIiBS lUKVlK. 


next advance; but the men being born warriors and good riders to 
boot, there ie no need of rushing too rapidly into grandiose enter¬ 
prises of the description publisned by the Cnauyiniat Grajdanin. 

The fuller report of General Annenkovs lecture, jast published, 
mentions that the attempts to grow Ibreign trees and shrubs along 
the course of the Tran 3 (^spian railway have not been a auccesa, in 
consequence of which the Eassian authorities are planting in bare 
places saxaul and other local trees. To protect saxaul from des¬ 
truction for purposes of fuel, the existing forests are being placed 
under Government super vision^ and no one is allowe^U to cut down 
any tree or shrub within * fire miles of the Transcaspian railway. 
In the ICavkaz I farther note that General AnuenkofF has made 
large purchases of seeds of trees, vegetables, and flowers for the 
Transcaspian territory. These will be,plan ted wherever a Itussiau 
is permanently established on duty. 

- ^ * - 
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« London, Aprii 5tht 1S89. 

S IR CHARLES DILKE has failed to finish hie aooount of Indian 
defence in the current issue of the FcrtTU^htii/ Review^ and pro- 
miaes the most interesting part—the part dealing with the power 
of Russia to attack India—^in a future number^ In the meanwhile 
he mokes one or two observations which ore worth discussion, 1 
was under the impression that he bad returned to England disabused 
of that eccentric idea of hia that we could bleed Rnasia to death at 
Vladivostock, hut he still appeara to stick to it. It is a pity the 
many military men he met in India did not tackle him on that point, 
and demonstiate to him the &.llacy of hia proposal. Some time ago 
1 mentioned that Sir Charles Dilko took uie idea (without a<£- 
nowledgmcat) from fhy writings ou Fort Hamilton; hut like Hr. 
Pecksniff and Martin Ohuzzlewii’s plan for a grammar school, he 
*'ha 9 stuck a window in and spoilt it,’* My idea was simply this* 
In the event of a war with Russia, England would expect tne fleet 
to do something. In the White it could do practically nothing, 
as Russia no longer maintaina a docl^rd at Archangel, ^d her 
littoral commerce there hardly invitee the attack of a ^tinboat* In 
the Baltic it would he useless for blockading purpoMR, since Russmil 
oorui ete., would simply take the German K^igsberg route—a 
route it aiready largely adopta-^while if the fleet penekiUed to Um 
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QnJf of Fml&tid to attack impregnable Cronetadt, it would ^robablj 
atiffar more from Raasia^e torp&doea nod torpedo boats than it would 
effect damage in return. As to the Black Se^i the atrougeat 
blockade there would not prevent Russia from sending whatever 
troops ahe wanted from her home provinces across the Caspian to 
Afghaxkistant Deprived, therefore, of any good work in the White^ 
Baltic^ and Black Seas, there would remain for the fleet only the 
distant target of the Faciflc, and flve ^ears ago I repeatedly advocat¬ 
ed that we should^ in the event of a war, take poasession of VLadivos- 

tockt • 


Sir Charles Dilke baa not up to now gone into any details aa 
f 0 what the fleet could do in the Pacific against Bnseia and what 
Hnsfia could do*agatn3t the fleet; but this was what I actually did, 
pointing out in the articles dh the question in the Arm^ and Nav^ 
Magazine (“The value of Port Hamilton ** and *' Could we take 
VJadivostoct ? where the Hussian population was the thinnest^ 
how the ©listing settlementa could be cut off, how w© could utilize 
the (jhinese population of the Usuri region, and so forth. These 
articles were translated into Ruasian, and provoked a rejoiuder 
from General Tcheriiayeff, The hero of Tashkent had a fit of the 
blues on at the time—one of those fits that smashed np his second 
career in TurkestAn in J883^—and he not only admitted all I had 
said about Russia’s weakness jn that quarter, hut even went so far 
as to say that Russia had failed so completely in establishing her¬ 
self in the pacific that Vladivostock waa not worth defending 
against an English attack. This led io onslaughts from those Rush 
siaus who were interested in the Racitio, aud General Tchernayeff 
had a very bad time of it* However, so far us I was concerned, 
the controversy was very uscftil in supplying me witli additional 
data for iny idea. 1 do not know whether 1 have mentioned the 
fact before ; but often in the course of my political career, when I 
have wanted data about a disputed point, 1 have published a strong 
and striking article in an English magazine or newspaper, and, 
distributing it broadcast among the Russian press, ahav^awaited 
with confidence the growth of a controversy which would provide 
me with the facts I wanted. This is one tif the advantages of 
knowing RuasUn ways, aa well as knowing the Russian language. 
From first to last the Tiflie semi-official newspaper, Kavka*, has 
published some sixty or seventy articles on my “Russia's power of 
attacking India,^' and aa might have been expected has divulged, 
in so doing, fftets and opinions about the Russian ]^tion in the 
Caucasus, Russians aims in Persia, her transport power in the Gaapian, 
of very considerable value to myaelf. In the caae of Vladivoatock, I 
was similarly aucceasfuh The Hussian Govemment^ however, took 
the alarm, and pressed on defensive preparations at VUdiveitock 
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wiili anch rapidity that the taak of attackiag would be ten timaa 
more difficalt tHaa five years ago. All the same^ 1 still believe we 
could sponge Bnasia out of the Pacific. 

In that case I poiniei out in IfiSd, although we should nott by 
the seizure of YladiToatook, infiuenoe in the least the moTement of 
a single soldier from*Moscow to Merv, we should have somethitig 
to use as a diploniatic set-off the moment Russia began to tire of 
ottacking us on the Indian frontier. To me it seemed quite obvious 
that if the British Army failed to keep Russia out of ludia^ the 
success of the British fieet at VJadivostoek would lose much of its 
value^ since Russia^ in dictating terms in India^ would simply have 
to demand our departure from the Pacific as one of the terms of 
peace to compel our acquiescence. Now Sir Charles l>ilke, who 
is too much given to doctrinaire viewsj'has seized upon the idea of 
attacking Boasia at Vlodivostock, and carried it to lengths which 
arc abfioliitely preposterons, Russia has not got a single vein of 
any sisa running to the Pacific. 7et he sraaks of saving India by 
** bleeding Russia to death at VladivostooK.*' One might just as 
well talk of bleeding a powerful, healthy man to death by amputa¬ 
ting his little toe. The occupation of the whole of Siberia, from 
Vladivostock to Tobolsk, wouhl not have the slightest effect on the 
fighting in Afghanistan, Ilussia would fight on grimly smiling, 
knowing full well that the capture of Quetta would he worth a 
hundred Vladivoatocks, Sir Charles Dilke makes the great mis¬ 
take of mixing up Russia's sentimental interest in the Pacific with 
her assumed material interest. Material interest she has hardly any 
at all. She could afford to be wiped out of tbe Pacific coast for ten, 
twenty, or forty years* It would not diminish by a single jot or 
tittle the nourishment which the moujiks of Russia proper provide 
for the vermin that infest them. I mean by this that not a single 
Russian peasant would be in any respect the worse off in substance 
for the loss of the Pacific. So far os the Russian Government is 
concerned, it would look upon the loss of VloJivostock with the 
-utmost taerenity, providing things were going on tolerably well in 
Afghamstanj mcause it would know that, by dint of constant pe^- 
^g away at the Indian defences, it could hope to smash ua m 
time, and then Vlodivostock would come back again to Russia with¬ 
out a single shot being fired on thb TJsuri of Amoor< 

This, which is dear enough to every Russian with whom I 
have discussed the subject, and to every English military man I 
have met os well, is either not apparent to Sir Gharles Dilke, or 
else, for sake of consistency, he refuses to see it. Sir Charles Dilkci, 

1 am af^d, belongs to that large class of men who, having once 
expressed an opinion in print, feel it a matter of honour and repnta** 
tuii to itiok to it| no matter how erroneotis or stupid they may 
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subsequently 6nd it to be* For iny part I have a contempt for 
consisteDcy of this sort, Wliat wo feufflbh nlJ aim at^ or profess to 
aim atf is the proper safeguarding oi India from Hiiasian attack ; 
and in order that this may be accomplished by some simple and 
certain method, wo onght to do onr utmost to atmplify the problem, 
and not clog the road of discussion with fads or fossiliaed opinion* 
If Sir Charles Dilke really does believe that we can bleed Russia to 
death at Vladivostooki nc should sbow in detail bow this is to be 
done* If the opinion U no longer tenable, he should throw it over¬ 
board and not stick to it simply because Colonel Maurice exposed 
its fallacy when first pronounced. Wheir Sir Charles Dilko talks 
of Russia fighting *‘as tenaciously for Vladivostook as for Petersburg 
itself,be betrays on ignorance of the views of Russian military and 
naval men out of place in,an article insisting so repeatedly on lua 
knowledge of Russia and Hussian politics. In tho event of snob a 
seizure, Russia would not dofiect from the Volga a singM man she 
hod previously ordered to march to India; and there is absolutely 
nothing in common between Sebastopol and Vladivostock, as be 
tries to make out* The material prosperity of Russia would imme- 
rltately suffer if she were expunged from the Black 8ea ; but one 
has only got to look at the list of Russian oxj)ort3 from tho Pacific 
littoral to sec how little the loss of Vladivostock would injure tho 
sum and total of ^Siberian trade. 

t 

Bui in oho of the opinions expressed in the current ibbuo of tho 
Fortni^hth, I* certainly find rnyaolf in accord with Sir Charles 
Dilko, Tho latter does not believe that either Conaervativos or 
Liberala would consiimmato that alliance, olfonsivo and defensive, 
with Gormany, Austria, and Italy, which Colonel Maurice would 
have ns stake tho defence of India npon^ If, in spito of the utmost 
pressure. Lord Salisbury has felt himself unable to propose such an 
alliance to the public, it is not likely that tho Liberals, who are 
averao to foreign alliances altogether, will over attempt to do what 
Lord Salisbury cannot do. The attitode Colonel Maurice ftkea up 
is this““ India can only be defended if England signs the treaty of 
oUianco with the Central Powers. If England refnscH, her hl^d 
must be on her head for her stupidity.^' But this is tlio attitude of a 
faddist* “ Wo may have the alliancoa of the powers or wo may 
not,'' observe Sir Charles Dilke. “ If we have thorn, our task will 
bo comparatively easy; but that which is worth discussion and 
worth preparation is the more likely future in which w© shall have 
to struggle with Russia without receiving aid.*' Quite so ; but 
althongh it Is iwinteJ out to such men as Oolouel Maurice that 
there are cogent reasons against joining unreservedly any alltanee 
against Russia (the danger for certain of Germany using it for her 
European and Colonial sohemes), they continue to fiance like 

n • 
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hovling Deirvish upon ihe topic, uid »fase to deal with ibe reallj 
military asp^ of the problem io the BenBo Bir Cbarlee Dilke tmd 
the poblio with him desire. 

The new Amir of Bokhara, Seyid Abhnl, has engaged a Rnssian 
electrioiEui, named Haiaroff, to fit np faU palace with the electric 
light. It ia noteworthy that the Bokharan misrion at St. Petera^ 
burg has been more struck with electricity than anything else the 
members have yet eeen. Perhaps, howeyer, this is not remarkable, 
-emce civilised man is just as moch impressed by electric novelties 
as the inhabitants of Central Asia^ 1 bad the plea surd of witnessing 
the University boat race Ikat week from one of the numerous elect¬ 
ric launches now plying on the Thames, and, as far as 1 could see, 
these launcliefi provoked more interest than anylhiug during the 
weary period of waiting for tbe race^ There is something very 
nnoanny in tbe sight of a pleasure launch proceeding through the 
water without any assistance from oars, soals, and steam. The crowd 
was very much impressed by these vessels, which ranged in siae 
from the ordinary boat to the full-grown pleasure launch, Vis- 
oouutess having nearly a hundred jpasscugers on board. 

Messrs. Immiscdi and Company, who have brought them to great 
perfection, have established charging stations on the Thames ip 
charge the motors, and owners therefore esperienoe no difGcuUy in 
procuring power when they need it. In appearauoe the launches 
liave nothing to indicate their source of power, the motors being 
placed out of sight under the seats running down tbe side of the 
vessel. Three small handles at the end are all that have to be mani- 

S ulated, and the result is a rapid easy pace, without smell or smokoi 
eat or dust^ or any of the other obnoxious features of steamers. 
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Lckpok, April lltht 

1 -h- 

I T is ^uite clear now from the Ohardjni telegrams pubJished by the 
Knssiaii press during the ptiat wew that we must lock upon tbe 
JLusBians 08 finally estAliabw at Korki, Kerki the ph^ has 
hitherto been spelt in Bngland and India; but the Russians long ago 
in their maps aubb^ it Karki, and as the place is now theirs, and 
is united by a wire with the Hi^opeon telegraph system, Karki is 
perhape the form that bod better w used in the future. In genial 
I am not in favour of special or pedantic methods of epelling 
geographic^ mames. The J)Mly T^ii^aph has latierly attempted a 
reymu&n in a smaU way by spellmg Yienni **" Wien,’ and Cologne 
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Kbin,*' but the (Kmntry is not ripe for 4 sweeping improFaflient 
of the kind jet, end 1 am not Barptised at seeing the umovetion 
denounoed generally by the press, day, when everybody takes 

to travelling, and sphool geographies are prepared eminent 
bands'' instead of by the conceited rifif-iuff of the educational world, 
a wboleeale revision may take place—and take place very appro* 
priately ; but the present moment is a little too ptemature for aticb 
a change, no matter how glaring may be the anomalies that exist* 
Differences in the method of spelling foreign places are the bane of 
every author Who atten^ts to write a book on strange oonntriee. In 
preparing some of my Central Asian workfi^ I experienced constant 
trouble of this kind. Central Asian names being often spelt half a 
dozen different mys by different authors. The mie 1 adopted was 
to always follow tl^ current ipelling of the English press, except in 
the ease of absolutely fresh words, when I felt that I might perhaps 
lead the fashicoi myself* In delivering lectures I have alAo always 
followed the popular pronunciatioii, for a simple rcaaon* In lector* 
ing to people, the main object is to keep tnem to one's ohain of 
ideas and allow nothing to divert them from it if possible. To put 
the matter in the concrete, a lecturer wishes, say, to impress u^n 
the audience the strategic value of OabuL Instead of concentrating 
theip whole attention upon the strategic value by allowing nothing 
peculiar to intervene between his mind and theirs, be inaiats, just 
to show off his knowledge of ^he oountry or to please a lot of 
pedants, on calling Cahnf ^ Caubul,*' and calls it a handred timoA 
“Caubul** in the course of bis lecture* What is the natural result ? 
Stand at the door and listen to the romorka as the people dock out* 
** Interesting lecture t<Miight T* ** Very/* '* Didn’t know it was 
called Caubul before. IVe always called it Cabnl*'' ** So every* 
body calls It, but 1 suppose the Afghans sound the word that way; 
be ought tokoow ; he says he's been there/’ etc., etc. And so 
everbMy goes home remembermg vividly that Cabul has been caU* 
ed Canbnl, while the chief atm of the lecture—the insistanoe on the 
strategic value of Oabul—is relegated to a lower level of Ihe me¬ 
mory and is ^rhaps forgotten altoother. Therefore, to prevent 
anything of the kind occurring, I always call «places what the an* 
dieace hap^ns to call them; and so long as they go away with the 
aim and object of my lecture driven to the hilt into their memo^, 
I do not oaro a button-shank what offence I may have given to tbo 
ptdante preBaut. Besides the very persons who would insist on prg^ 
noanoing Oabul ^^Canhul” at a lecture would heidtate to pronounoa 
Paris as the French pwple pronounca their capital for fear of being 
laughed at by the aumenoe as affected ninnies* 

But where a word is young in the language, and Eerki fans 
not been used many times yet, on attempt may judiciously he made 
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to {enforce the cmplorment of tho right rondering. Korki b pro¬ 
bably the proper Bokharan term; but the Kryissiana are going 
to make the place a Russian locality, and as the inhabitants are to 
be Rusaian, and will follow the official deaignation of the new 
settlement, I think that an eifort should be mane to cal! it Karki for 
the future. The case is a little different with Ponjdob, which the 
Russians always <£all ''Pendeh/’ minus the j, Ry rights, I suppose, 
we ought also to follow the Russians and call the spot **■ Fendeh 
but Penjdeh Loa been so impressed fay a certain humiliation and 
shame into English speech and Englisn history that it would not be 
an easy matter to replaoe^it by the current Russian term. It is to 
Penjdeh that Qeuend Komaroff has just gone on a tour of inspec-^ 
tion, calling at Sarakbs on the wny» Karki lies outside the spnero 
ofTranBcaepia, and baa been visit^ instead by General HoeenWdi, 
who made the voyage to the place in tho steamer Tzar. Karki is 
practically the navigable beau of tho Oxns. Once or twice erro¬ 
neous paragraphs have appeared in the English press to the effect 
that steamers have failed in penetrating to tho point. As a matter 
of fact^ tho journey ia constantly aud regularly being done by tho 
Tzar and Tzaritza, two shallow draught stern-wheel steamers which 
manage the trip between the railway bridge at Chardjui and the 
new settlement at Karki without any special difficulty. Onoa or 
twice they have grounded ; but this is nothing to speak of on a 
river which has not yet been propcrlj surveyed and staked, and the 
shoals of which, like those of tho southern section 'of the Volga, 
chai^ every 6ood. Tho Russians are only now gctA.ing a grip on 
the Oxus^ By degrees they will organ iso and control the nver, 
and, while confining the course to its proper channel, will utilize 
the extensive surplus during tho fioods to fill jm the basin and irri¬ 
gate the country lying in the direction of tho Caspian, 

The Russian Society for tho Development of Trade—a Soeietj 
which docs as much real business as the whole of our Chambers 
of Oonvnerce put together—has just appointed a Committee to 
report upon various scoemes for irrigating the country between tho 
Oxus and Caspian^ .General Ignatieff, who in spite of living in 
official retirement, b still a weighty political pBrsouage, is the pre¬ 
sident of this Society, and takes a great interest in these irrigation 
schemes, A long, and I am afraid a tedious, article mi^t be 
written upon tho different projects under investigation i but the aim 
and purport of most of them is to carry off the sarplns waters of 
the Oxus during the flood season and store them for irrigation 
purposes in the Transcaspian desert daring the autnmor heats. 
The general idoa> it will be seen, is quite different from the older 
project—a project going back to tho time of Feter the Great—of 
diverting tho Oxus actually into the Caspian and extending the 
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Volga-CiLflpuia waterway to Bokhara. This waterway project is 
no longer so popular as it was some ton or twelve years ago* 
Fewer people believe in the possibility of steamers running from 
Krasnovodsk to Karki and Kdiiva. Cm the other lutnd, it has been 
tolerably well demonstratecl that a considerable area of land lying 
between Chardmi and Merr can bo oonvorted from a desert into 
a smiling oasis oy diverting the spare water of thg Oxns eastward. 
There are those who even nope—and 1 am one of the number ^ 
that what with this diversion of the Oxus and the fuller utilisation 
of the waters/of the Murghab and Tejend, it will be possible to 
establish in time a bond of cultivated country tlie whole distance 
from the Caspian to the OxnSi with perhaps even a shallow stream 
mnnitig the whoJe of the way. This is wnat, at any rate, the Rus¬ 
sians seem disp^ed to create; and it requires no veiy greatdiscem- 
ment to recoEnise the important effect the establishment of this 
irrigated highway will have upon the military positioDf as well os 
upon the growth of European civilisation in the country. 

Beyond the announcement of the formation of the new Russian 
settlement of Karki, the Russian press has furnished no details as yet 
of the pkoo. These however may be expected before long, and there 
is every reason to believe that the place will figure pretty frequently 
in the newspaper telegrams of the future* Askabad, Sarakhs, 
Peujdch, Karki—Karki dopiinafcs tho final point of ^e new 
Rusao-Afghau frontier; and if Aakabad is a stepping-stone to 
Meshed and fenjdeh to Herat, Karki may be regarded as the ate^ 
ping-atone to Andhhoi and Mazar*i'8herif. In the meanwhile, it 
controls the intercourse between Bokhara and Afghanistan, extends 
the Cossack cordon along most of the Southern frontier of Bokhara, 
and opens up the highway between the Oxns end of the new fron* 
tier and Samarkhatid* The development of the place cannot but 
endanger the security of the Afghan district of Kham i-ab; and the 
sooner a British oihdal is placed iu charge of that menaced comer 
of Afghanistan the better. Besides tho troops located there, the 
Russians mean to provide the place with pea sent inhabitAis, and 
cdso stimulate the silk industry* The commercial value of the 
place, however, is relatively lusiguidcant couf^red with the poli¬ 
tical and military significance of the estabUsnmeiit of a ro^Iar 
^riison dominating the whole of Southern Bokhara u well as 
AfghaU'^Turkestam Yet the move hoa been hardly noticed at all 
in this country. 

Other items of news from Transcospia testify to the energy of 
Russia in that quarter* Locomotive-repairing shops have been 
o^ned during the past week at Kixil Arvat, which for the future 
iimL serve os uie building and repairing point of the rollingHitock 
of the Transcaspian railway. At Axoun Ada three times as much 
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fiokbaiui ootton ia awaiting Bhipmeiit ihia apring aa last jmr ; and 
the Canouns and Meioury Oomponj is putting on five neweteamjere 
to meet the inoraased Caspian traffic ihit seaaoit- Aioon Ada hat 
been erected Into a firat-olass customs station, and an order has 
been issued imposing a general duty ot 2| per cent, ad tufeivwt 
on all European, Anglo-Indian, and Pefsian goods crossing the 
frontier of the Tr^caspian territoiy.,, As might haTC been eapect- 
ed, a onstom-house has been established at Earki, From Tashkent 
comes the news that a Cotton Con^r^ will assemble there this 
month to discuss the development of the cotton industry in Central 
Asia, At Askabad an orldiMoi: oatbedral is being ere<]^, and not 
£sr from the Hussian town 300 acres of ground have been laid ont 
for the cnltivation of tobacco*. According to Askabad advices, the 
new Russian Consul-General, YJa^oS^ has been well received 

by the neople and officials at Hesheti Trade between Askabad 
and ]a rapidly on the increase, and caravans can pM 

between the two places without the slightest fear of thieves« Ex¬ 
tensive progress is being made with the irrigation; works in oonnec- 
tioQ with tne Tsar'e domain on the Murgnab, Chinese labourers 
to the extent of several hundreds having been imported by the 
Russians from Kuidja. The Chinese and the Turcoman on 
very well together ; but it ia not contemplated to retain the Geles* 
tisJs permanently on the spot^ the intention being to colonise the 
million acres of reclaimed land with peasants from Russia as soon 
as the place is ready to reoelve them. General Annehkoff, as well 
as the Controller of the irrigation works, Colonel Koztil Poklevsky, 
is B^ongly in favour of the EusBian colonization of the Murghab 
ragion, and it ia no secret that the Emperor fully shares their news 
in the matter. The settlement of several thousand Russian Runilies 
will sti^en the frontier considerably at this point, which is the main 
object in view. 


-- ^ * m 

TBE POLITICAL JVIGffTIJmALE SIJmS 

TBE CITY. 


LoHDOtf, 1889 ^ 

E verybody baa been charmed with the deHghtfol speech IiOfd 
Doffierin delivered in the c% on Wednesday* The Uto Tioe- 
roy of India painted eveiything in pretty coloon, and his piotaree 
of Engliiii rule in the Bast not only hieouiated tike fnUrfed and 
wine-floiiiidandianoe at the Mimion Henue at nighty but sntafidfd 
the dty-bgdnd newspaper nadets the next meraing. The speech 
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wu fe model after-dinner epeeolL iniere was not a djepeptic note 
in it. Bncb sweet singing by a BtateBman, who owes mnoh of bis 
encceea to his ttmeMness os a political nightingale^ b not often 
heard in ibis oonntrjf where, outside tbe ranks of tbe bawling 
bagmen of the two parties of tbe State who cry no their Consenra- 
tm or Liberal Wares in their own coarse fasnion, the general 
tendency is to pipe teariblly to Peasitnism. ClimatidsUy, existence 
is dull enough in England witbout people going out of tnair way to 
make it duller. However, of late years the cro^erB baTc been in tbe 
ascendant, and, notwithstanding tne sweet singing of Lord Dnfferin, 
the confession must be made that tbey»haTe a deal to croak for* 
Speaking generally, the Empire ia flonriBhing enough. The Colonies 
ore racing ahea^ in a manner that provokes the en*^ of every 
Enropeazi Fowef. But while the people (with a big P) who are 
governed are vigorous and lostj cnongh, it cannot but be gainsaid 
inat the pe^^le (with a little p) who govem them hare become in- 
creosingly afflicted wjth the puay of irresolntion and mbnnify of 
purpose. It would not do to have too many nightingales, 
the diplomatic standpoint, it is well that conntries should sing 
sweetly to each other; but John Bull is drowsy enough at the best 
of timca without neei^ng tuneful lullabies to render him still more 
inactive and supine in putting bis Empire in a proper condition of 
defence. The references of the late Viceroy to the friendly attitude 
■of Russia were in the highest degree judicious. It is unwise for 
England to keep on nagging at her northern neighbour. Her pro¬ 
per course is* to pursue the even tenor of her way in building up 
a defensive barrier in Afghanistan, accepting with a smiling face 
the protestations of the Uussiana, while her sons keep well burnished. 
bayonets on the Indian frontier. But tbe very optimism of Lord 
Dufierin in regard to Russia's pacific intentious rendered all the 
more significant his insisiance that she should not be allowed, even 
at the risk of war, to cross the new frontier defined by Sir Peter 
Lumsden and Sir West Ridgeway. My Gbneervatiye readers will 
at once say—*-Well, she will n^ do so. so long as Lprd Sglisbuiy 
remains PHme Minister; but if Mr. Gladstone comes into office 


a^n, then the new frontier will not be worth six months* |mr- 
cEase I On the contrary, it ia Lord Salisbury himself who requires 
to be stifiTened by the storoh of public vigilance. It is no secret 
that be is actually endangering the integrity of the frontier by his 
wavering tone. He may not proolaitn nis pessimistic view that we 
have lost Hera^ from the poUtioal hous^tops^ but he certainly does 
not hold his ton^e in private. Such an lujudioious attitude is one 
ookokted to invue that infraotton which it should be the aim of all 
En^ish statesmen, in public or in private, to sternly prohibit. Lord 
DuSBrin'i resolute words in this retpect carried witn them a rigni* 
fioaaoi that ww 1^ upon those who were sot behind tte soenot. 
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It 10 not for me to devote this letter to oomments t^t con bo 
more fltlv supplied by Indian themBelves | but bis. speodb 

ooiitainea one statement to whieh I liave beeb compelled to take 
oxoeption in very plain language tn tlie English press. Thai states 
ment was this The absurd rumours propagated by the press as 
to tbe hostile intentions of the Amir of Afghnul^n against Hussia, 
which were never for a* moment credited by the Bnssian Government, 
have been shorn to be eomnletely imaginary^ the Amir himself 
acknowledging that he had ncthing to complain of id the conduct 
of the Rushan ofBciuls, and that his only desire is to remain at pe^e 
withinhiaown bordors*^^ To this I have made the following reply:— 

Lord DufTeriii^s statement reflecting on the press is so little 
in accordance with actual facts that it most have been uttered in an^ 
inadvertent moment The rumours hd refers to wei>e published first 
in the St. Petersbnrff papers in the shape of telegrams from 
Chardjui on the Oxus, r rom Chardjui they conld only have been 
aent by some Rnasian official, the Russian press having no res¬ 
pondents there^ and at any rate were subjected to the censorship of 
the local military chief* Tbe rumours, therefore, were not propa¬ 
gated by the press, os Lord DufPerin states, but by the Russian atltho- 
rities in Oentml Asia. 

“If Lord Duffisrin is correct th^t these * absurd rumours^ were 
never for a mo men t credited by the Ltussian Governmont, why did 
the Russian Government send to Chardjui Colonel Alikhanoff, 
from Merv, and Genera) Komaroff, from Askabad; and wW was a 
considerable body of troops marched from Samarkhand to Karki on’ 
tbe Oxus to resist the alleged intention of the Amir to invade 
Bokhara? These things were openly reported by the Rusaian official 
press, and their accuracy in beyond controversy. 

“ If Lord Bufierin had attempted to solve the enigma why, if 
the Russian Qovemmont * never for a moment credited tbe absnrd 
rumouh pro^gated by the press,* regarding the Amir’s contemplat¬ 
ed invasion of Bokhara, they nevertheless, three months ago, massed 
a large force at Karki close to the new frontier, his siveecli, I fear, 
woola have lost some of ite optimist ring ; for the real answer is thia— 
that the Russian Government, never believing rumours which its 
own servants bad set on foot, utilised this purposely manufactured 
pretext to shift its Turkestan frontier forces from the north border 
of Bokhara to the south, from the Bamarkband line to the Oxns line. 
In other words, Russia advanced the frontier guards of the Turkestaii 
army 200 miles nearer India, 

‘'Karki, a Bokharan ferry, osteUBibly occupied to defend 
Bokhara against Afghanistan, nos since been declared by General 
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Roseabooh fu^/Eossidn offlckl tekgrama) to be * a Russian Battle^ 
ment^ ' and is held bj a military force, Hussia now mans the South 
Bokharan frontier iustaad of the northf was the case before she 
propagated the ' absurd rumours* Lord Duffer in ascribes to the 
uresa ; her Turkestan army haa been brought ia closer contact with 
her TransOftS plan''army, tlireatenmg equally Ma^r-^i-Sherif and 
Herat, and, hy tho opening up of a new military rjad from Somar- 
kband to Karki, the khanate of Bokhara, already split in two by the 
Transcaspian railway, has boon divided afresh, and her trade with 
Afghanistan placed under Uussian controL^’ 

If to this be aiided that 5,000 Uibog ftimilieSt numbering 15,000 
sOulfl subject to tlio Amir, have also, according to tho Russian official 
journab crossed the O^us tind joined the Russiung in their new posi¬ 
tion, Lti will bo soon that, i;^o far from there having been recently 
some * absurd rumours nropagatoJ by the press,* there has been, iu 
point of fact, uii actual Russian milibiry advanue of great politicai 
signihcauce* placing the Sarnarkhand troops in convenient propinquity 
to the disturbed Afghan territory north of the llindu-Koosh and 
fourteen days march closer to Kabul*"’ 

' Such was the letter 1 forwarded yesterilay to the TimeB, with 
a sketch map for the editor (to stivn him the trouble of roferring 
to an atlas), tho Times leaving prominently propagated more than 
oDCb the rumours referred to* However, it is crowded out this 
morning by the interruinablo Irieli question. For the sake of Ire^ 
land, to whicU is assigned aiiteon coin runs, the Times has cut down 
this morning ik own foreign telegrams to one and>a^half columns 
and Reuter*s to half a column. Everything else, of course, has 
suffered in proportion. If this ongrossing attention to Irish affairs 
seemed calculated to lead to a solution of the Irish question satis¬ 
factory to the Irish and honourable to ourselves, I should be the last 
to complain at the Times reiidortug itself a mere Irish parish muga- 
iine ; but, as I said last week, nothing substantial os yet has oorao 
of this excessive devotion to Irish matters ; and, in t^e meyawhile, 
the jfVnws begrudges Imperial affairs tho smallest 'space iu its 
columns. One hoars on all aides the complaint—*'Oh* w hat’s the 
use of writing to tho Titnes on any other topic except Ireland; 
your letters won’t be inserted On myself tnis exorcises no dis- 
Gouragament, b^ause 1 have become hardened against failure; but 
it eerUinlv disco urnoes more sensitive students of Indian and 
Colonial affairs, and they nubmit tamely to be shoved off tho 
platform of tho Times by a lot of wfld Irishmen skirmishing 
with the editor and the Government. Well did Lord Dufferm 
deolare that, compared with the problems India provides for solu¬ 
tion, *' the questions for the most part occupying the attention of 
the House of Commons are the merest child’s play/* 

IS 
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The Htiasian papers this Tveek contain an important telegram 
from Chardfni to the effect that General ItoBonbach, Governor** 
Genera! of Turkestan, in closing the Congress of Cotton-growers at 
Tashkent, announced that tbeltussian Government had decided in 
principle to extend the Samarkhand line to Tashkent* The line, ho 
added, will not ran direct, but make a bend towards Ferghana* 

- m. - 

WILL RUSSM RESPECT TEE 4FGHAJf 

FBOJ^IEB ? 


London, Jurw 5ih^ 18^. 

L ord Salisbury would do a good thing if he employed one 
of the thirty-one officers w ho Imvo just passed an examination 
In the Russian language to translate for him the comments of the 
Russian press on Jjord Dufferin’s speech. Repeatedly I have drawn 
attention to the fact that Uusdia looks upon the Afgltan frontier 
with totally different eyes from our own* Years ago the Hussion 
Government frequent]y declared that it hail no intention of going 
to Merv* In jSugland, the construotion put upon this was that 
Russia would never have an intention to go to Merv; Mid therefore 
Merv would never be occupied hy Russia, But this wns on assump- 
UoQ altogether uncalled for. It docs not necessarily follow th^ 
because one has no intention to-day, therefore he will have no inten¬ 
tion to-morrow. To put the case in another form, 1 meet Jones 
to'day, and he says tome; '^jDoyon intend to over visit the Bur¬ 
mese oilfields ? I reply; ‘^No; 1 have no intention whatever, I 
was once nearly stnnk to death by the oil fumes ut Baku, and that 
ifl enough for a life-time/’ To-morrow, however* I meet Brown^ 
and circumstances having changotl in the meantime, 1 find myself 
in the p:>sitior of intending to go to Burma at once, and tell him so. 
Would Jones‘'in that case be justified in saying; ‘‘Marvin is not a 
man of his word ; he,told me yesterday he no intention at all 
of proceeding to Burma ?’* Certainly not 1 Well, that was very 
much the case with Merv, Instead of the English Government en¬ 
deavouring to protect Merv, by bringing it within the Afghan fold^ 
it adopted the cheap and useless existent of incessantly sending 
messengers to M, de Giers to ask wnat Russia was doing in Centrtd 
Asia, and whether she intended occupying Merv* The bland answer, 
always forthcoming, was that Russia was up to no games at all in the 
East, and that the^mperor had no intontion at all of annexing Merv* 
However, there came at last a time when the Emperor did have an 
mtentionj end Merv was suddenly occupied one morning to the 
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rexation and conaternatioD of DQwnmg-'Strwt. Then tha stetesmen 
and politicians of England who hud tempted Providence and Kuasia 
by leaving Morv open to seizure unanimously agreed, m ftoteinn 
conclave, tLkt the Russians were given to lying and could not be 
trusted any nkore. 

Pive years have barely elapsed since the his^ric Merv deb^e 
took place, and, in spite of Rnssia’s constant protestations that she 
doos not regard, and never has regarded, the now Afghan Frontier as 
a permanent one, the authorities at home act on the assumption thw 
the f rontior is tolerably safe from infraction. What they may tmnk 
is perhaps a different matter* Rut they seem to bo ail agreed on 
one thing—that,Russia could not cross the new frontier without 
exposing herself to the Iresh taunt of being u barbarous non-rc^ector 
of treaties. Certainly, Lord Dufferin holds this view* In nis 
speech of May th he said 1 desire to seize this opportunity 
of publicly recognising the loyal and honourable manner in which 
the Govemmontof Russia has observed and maintained its obliga¬ 
tions arising out of the Afghan Demarcation Convention—(cheew*) 
Before assuming the Viceroyalty, 1 ventured to prophesy that this 
would be the case, for I had the utmost confidence in the wisdom 
and moderation of the Russian Foreign Minister, and, above all, in 
the high sense of honour and couscientiousness of His Majesty the 

Emperor—- (cheers.>.There is no doubt that had the Ru^ian 

Government Condesccuded to falsify its engagements and to intrigue 
against AbJnr Rahman Klian, the affairs of AijghaQlstan nii^lR 
have been thrown into the utmost confusion—a circumstance ^ which 
could not fail to bo productive of the most critical com plications as 
botween ourselves and Russia ; for I hold it to be an essential prin^ 
cipal that, under no conceivable circumstance, would it be oompa^ 
tible either with the good faith of tliocontracting parties or the safe¬ 
ty of the Empire, that the agreement come to by us with Russia, on 
behalf of tiie Amir, in rega^ to the northern bonn^ry of Afghan- 
latan, should ever be modified or ignored.'* Here, it jwill seen, 
Lord Dnfferin first extols the good faith of Russia i then decLuw 
that Russia could never infract tiio new frontier without^ violating 
that good faith ; and finally warns us that, if Russia did vioUta that 
good faith, the Empire would be immediately in danger* This warn¬ 
ing was given in the plainest language, for he went on to say that 
Any further approach of a great foreign military power towards 
the oonfinea of, India would entail upon the latter country such an 
intolarabb amount of expense, in the shape of additional fortifica¬ 
tions and other measures of defence, os would become absolutely 
intolerable, and would be less preferable than any other alternative 
however serious/' So that, if Russia wore to occupy Herati for 
insUnoe, it would be better to gu to war with her lor the place 
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than to allow Iter to on tail intolerable defensive burdens upon m 
by approaching so close to the Indian coniines. 

Well, I do not know what niay^e thought in Indiu of this ; but 
it seems to jne that, if the safety of the Empire would be endangered 
by the infraction of the new frontier, tlie security of that frontier 
ought not to depend upon the good faith of Russia only hut upon 
the glitter of English steel, Trust is a good dog/^ says an old 
adage but Holdfast is better.” That is what I say. By all 
means trust Russia* “ Eiil your glasses gentlemcni and let all 
drink to the health of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias; but ahem I don't forget to keep your left band fixed 
upon your revolvers.’' Lord Dufferin speaks of the Afghan fron¬ 
tier treaty as one to be never broken, or even modi lied, by Russia. 
On the other hand, the Notrw Vr^jn^a of June Jst, with et^ual plain¬ 
ness, says :—The Afghan convention is notliing more than a tem¬ 
porary coinpromiae, and Lord Dufferin would have done hotter to 
have admitted it when, under the guise of a pufl’ of the ttuSsiau 
Sovereign and his Minister for Foreign Affairs, ho uttered a warn¬ 
ing against Russia/’ 

It cannot be too clearly understood that this is not a new position 
Russia is taking up. Before a single word of the treaty vras put to 
paper; Russia declared again and again tliat slic looked on the 
arrangement as only a temporary one* Slie declared this again on 
the morrow of the signatures, and has candidly mid s^o at frequent 
intervals since, so that there is no deception ahout^ her attituilc. 

The new Afghan frontier,” continues the Vremyat “ does 

not in the least represent a line which Russia must never cross. 
Afghanistan, on the contrary, constitutes an intermediate ground 
on which, at many points, new Anglo-Russian agreements may be 
raised,” This surely is plain enough* If Russia incessantly tells 
us that she does not intend to always observe the new frontier, on 
what ground ought wc to t4ike it for granted, as Jjord Dufferin does 
that she doe^ intend to always observe it F To do so is both illo¬ 
gical and uutvise* Diploinaticallyf the speech of Lord Dufferin's 
was most judicious* i^ud his Lordship meant his observations to be 
taken in a diplomatic sense ; but the question that arises is tins— 
Does not England act as though ^be really believed the frontier to 
be safe from infraction ? What is she doing ti> safeguard the Hel- 
mund-»8eistan region, so close to her doors, let alone Herat and 
Maiar-i-Sherif, more distant f Absolutely notbiug 1 A powerful 
Russian raiding party could be down on the Helmtind line of 
defence before our Quetta troops had half provided for its seenritv. 
1 am ready to agree that the frontier of India requires to be solidly 
built up ; that it is uecossary to oomplete the consoltdation of the 
Quetta stronghold before going ahead in force rashly ; hut, surely, if 
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Lord Bufferia*s statement be true^ that the new frontier is aa essen¬ 
tial to tbe security of India as Quetta, it is trnwise to give our whole 
attention to Quotta and none to Herat. What we ought to do is 
to imitate General Todleben at Sovastopol. That clever officer, 
when he saw the allied troops preparing to liein in and attack Se- 
vestopol, went out and occupied all the good positions he could. Many 
were obviously too fur out to be at once properly defended, but his 
object was sufficiently served if he managed to keep the enemy from 
ocxjnpying those advantageous positions. Had no not occupied 
them, the allies w'oulil have occupied them ; therefore it was better 
to rif^k being turned out of them than iucur the certainty of hostile 
occupation if his men did not put in an appearance, Now this is 
prcoiscly a policy which 1 have recoitimonded for years should be 
adopted in rogurii to the Afghan iron tier. I have been always ready 
to admit that we could not* at once dofonJ the Herat camping- 
ground, and that if Uiissia went to war, we should incur the risk of 
being driven back ; btil, on the other hand, L have always asserted 
that it was better to incur this minor risk than incur the major risk 
of loosing Herat altogether, since the mere fact of our being in ac¬ 
tual possession wouhl diminlah the keenness of the temptation on 
the part of Russia unoccupied territory Lord Dufferin 

gays we must not, ni any cosit, oven at the cost of war, lose the new 
frODtiar* If, therefore, we ought to go to war to recover it, why 
not do something to protect it lx?fore it is actually lost? fcihouldthis 
not bo clear enough to the dullest comprehension! 

ft 

It is a to itiiagiuc that Herat can only be protected by 

inarching 10,000 id on to the spot. There are moral barriers that 
serve their purpose very well until material ones can be erected. 
Russia will never rcs^iect iudefiuitely the Asiatic khalat^ but she will 
hesitate before t he scarlet tunic of the British soldier. Ten Briti^ 
officers and 100 British soldiers, distributed at points between 
Knhsan, on the Herat-Meshed road, and Kham-i-Ab, on the Oxus, 
would do more to keep Russia iVom infracting the frontier ^an any 
amount of diplomatio expostulation at St. Petersburg. Their lives 
would bo safe enough; and even if every man wiis liable to be mur¬ 
dered, it wo aid surely be better to risk the loss of lOQ men than by 
a war for the purpose of recovering a lost frontier^ risk the loss of 
100,000. I must frankly confess that I do noth uudersiand, 
and have only a limited eoaddeuce iu, the present military plans 
far defending India. If Herat and Fur rah were of no value, I 
could understand the Metzifying of Quetta ; but Lord Du&rln, 
who, I presume^ was acquainted with these plans, declares that 
the loss of those outer points, as well as Quetta, would endanger 
India, and that we must fight to recover them if Rusm occupies 
them, When I question officers as to what they would do if 
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Hossia '^raahed*' Herat^ they reply; should immediately 

march from Quetta to Kandahar and &ght them somewhere oa the 
Helmund*” “ Then the Plevna basinces, °I enquirct ** would not be 
at Quetta which we are elaborately fortifying, but would be on the 
river Helraund “Yes,” is the usual answer. **Then,” I replyt 
** Uie matter resolves itself into this ; Both England and Russia 
would race to the Helmund, and you risk a life-und-death conflict 
on the chance of getting there Orst* But suppose Russia^ by the 
swiftness of her swoop, gets there first and occupies your proposed 
Flevna, of what avail will be on the Helmund the massive fortifica¬ 
tions you have reared at Quetta and left behind you r* This is 
usually a poser. If the fighting is to take place on the Helmund, why 
not take up a position in good time, instead of trying to breast the 
flowing tide of invasion with harum-scarum earthworks thrown up 
when the Cossacks are already in sight'? We are taking monstrone 
care of Qnetta ; but X do not gather that the great game for the 
possession of India is to be played at Quetta, but “somewhere in 
seistan or on the Helmund.*' Yet we are as indifferent to that 


fighting spot os if it were as safe from Russian seizure asTimbuctoo 
or Terra del Fuego^ That is not sound policy, in my opinion* If 
the A^ban frontier is as indispensible to the security of India os 
Lord Dufierin declares it to be, then either £ most charge Lord 
Dufiferin with criminal neglect for not providing for the adequate 
safeguarding of that frontier white Viceroy, or 1 must lay the charge 
at the door of Lord Salisbury* Until evidence is forthcoming to 
the contrary, 1 must insist on what X have repeatedly insisted 
before—that there was no sound reason for withdrawing the British 
oKiccrs from the Afghan Frontier when the delimitation was fidished. 
On some pretext or other, they should have been fixed to the froi^ 
tier permanently ; and this could have been done, I believe, in such 
a fashion os to altogether meet the wishes of the Amirp Perhaps 
Lord DaSerin did not feel as strongly on the point then as he does 
now. It Is a lamentable feature of English political life that atatesmen 
are commonly only vigorous when out of offioep Their snpineneaa 
when they rtfally have power must make the gods sick. What Lord 
Lansdowne may think of the frontier is at present unknown to me; 
but if he shares the Views of the late Viceroy, is it not fair to put to 
him the question which Lord Duflenn’s apMch presses home to the 
heortcore of every patriotic EnglUihman—What is to be done, and 
done imme^atoly to, prevent Qie Bunions from infractiiig the new 
frontier ? Evasion of this vital question may mean for ns m a year 
or two on Afghan Sedan. 




SVRVlOK BETWEEN Qt. PETBRSBUEa ft SAHABKEANB* tOl 


SEUyjCE BETWEEJfST. EETEBSSVBa 

AJfD SAMABKHAm, 


LoNDoK, J^une IZih^ 1889* 

L ong before the Rusaiao^ occupied Merv, I painted out that 
aUhoueh^im consequence of our oominutiicatioiis witb India 
entirdy of a marine character, we cannot appreciablj abridge 
the distance between London and Karachi, our northern rivds 
nre able to shorteu the period required for attacking Herat and 
Kandftbir by every improvement they make with their railways-. 
This shortening process is 'always going on. Ten years ago 
the Caspian was a sort of Dead 8ea r now it is altvc ,with the 
bustle and activity of a Canadian lake* Even five years a^o the 
Russian Government ordered a committee of naval and military 
Tueij to sit in solainn conclave to decide wlietlier four transports 
should bo built for military purposes in the Caspian Sea or not. 
Now there are so many private E^teamers running that the Russian 
Government does not concern itself about transport at all, it 
knows that it can assemble 20Q steamers at Baku in less than a week, 
if not more than that numl>er, by drawing on the resources of the 
Lower Volga, and is able in consequence to withdraw for the Black 
Sea Fleet navaii funds that otherwise would have been needed in 
the Asiatic quarter* 1 mentioned the other day that the Caucasos 
and Mercury Company was placing this season five new passenger 
steamers on its Yolga-Transcaspian service* The Company now 
publishes its new through-booking from St. Petersburg to Samar- 
khond* Leaving the Russian capital on Monday, the passenger 
reaches (uii Moscow' and Gria^i) the town of TsariUin, on the 
Tolga^ on Friday, at 8 a*m< The steamer leaves Tsaritzin at 10 
a*m,, and arrives at Axoun Ada on Monday, at 8 a, m. The traiu 
leaves at a quarter to four in the afternoon, and arrives at iS^ar- 
khond on Thnrsday, at seven in the morning; thus the entire journey 
from Bt. Petersburg to Samarkhand occupies nihe days and ten-ond- 
hours* This must not be looked upon os an express service| 
it is simply a through ordinary service established for the first time 
between Bt* Petersburg and Bamarkbond* Hitherto passengers 
have had to make their own arrangements;for catching the steamers 
and trains in route* now they are able to travel through with all 
the arrangements mode for them. This is an injportant innovatian^ 
^ause ^eu through traffic is established between great centres, 
is gives an impulse to intercourse between them, and this increased 
intercourse leads to constant shortening of the time required for 
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transiti From lha briaf programma I have given of the journey, 
it will bo soon that tho traveller has to waste seven and throe 
quarter hours at A^oun Ada, This will'bo reduced by six hours 
before long, and so by degrees tile service will be improved until 
Rassians will be able to go. from St, Petersburg to Merv in six 
days and to Samarkband in sev^n- 

We may thus say thrit if we let Russhi occupy Herat and 
extend her railway service thither, she will l^e able to deposit a 
train-loal of St X'etersburg soiidier^ in tluiL city befure a troopship 
from Portsmouth, laden with reLrifbri^enieLiLs, has got^even half the 
way to Karachi. Those' St, Petersburg troops again would bo 
well on their way to the llelinun 1 befure the Portsmouth troops 
had sighted India, and tliey would be on the Hidniund ami rest¬ 
ing there before the Ports mouth troops iiad reiuilujii tliat strategical 
river. It is not simply that Herat is unsafe, but Kandahar is shaky 
also. This'is afattt that needs to he blown into the deaf ears of Tllug^ 
lish statesmen—ears deaf with the everlasting Irish bawling—with tlie 
sound and energy of a steam roarer. I suppose there must be sotue^ 
thing about the training of EtigUsh statesmen that causes deadening 
of their perceptive powers, Russian i^tatesinon, (jlennuu statesmen, and 
French statesmen grasp new ideas readily. Tljcy are susooptiblo ovou 
to a whisper. Butjjarty goveriviiicnt in tliL*) cotintry not only trains 
tnon to ptirpoHcly placo facts in bilse lights, in order to gaiuepfieinerul 
advaatages over each oilier and deciuvc the public, bii^it makes them 
callous to everything tfuit is not w^itlun tlio political pajty-ring of the 
hour. Had the Oonservatives been in opposition, wo should have 
heard a deal of the waiinng convoyed by Lord Datlerin, that the pre¬ 
sent Afghan Frontier must be ilefended at any cost. But tb^ are in 
office, and the warning falls fiat upon them The Ashmead-Bartletts 
are too anxious to retain their sinecures to imperil it by a display of 
tliat Imjierial uEeasIness tlioy mamfosted when Iningry for oflico—an 
uneasiness which might be astutely taken advantage of by their poli¬ 
tical adversaries. Thus the improvements in thi^ iliHsiau advance, re- 
cordo(Ffrotn time to time, disragardod, and Lord Salisbury is 

allowed to bo as apathetic m any Liberal statesman of parochiul 
proclivities. * ^ 

An interesting and effective article might bo written upon the 
fate of the positive predictions of tho master^ inactivity school ten 
years ago that India was perfectly safe from Russian attack. Sir Henry 
Norman, for instance, declared that the probability of our having to 
struggle for Herat, or to defend India from Kandafiat, is so remote 
that its probability is hardly worth considering,'’ Hardly worth consi¬ 
dering I How curious to read sneh prediction by the light of present 
circnmsteinoesj when we might hear any morning of Cossaohs in the 
Herat Valley and English troops marching from Quetta to defend 



TH£ TZAR'S 1NT£E£ST IK UERV. 


103 


KaDclahar frooi an overwhelming attJick dolivored in a few weeks' 
time. The authoriiios were content then with the state of affairs ; they 
are equally content now, uotwitlistancling that in the interval the 
Rnssiau cloud ha.^ rison above the Afghan horizon^ and can be 
diacornotl by all but the short-sighted from India. 

The reports from St. Petersburg and Berlin confirm what I prog¬ 
nosticated two months ago would be the chiei' re^lt of the ohan s 
visit to the Russian capitaL The Russian Government has infarmed 
him in pretty plain tei*jns that it regards him in the light of apolitical 
feudatory, and ho will be unwise if he fails to pay hoed to the warn¬ 
ing. The only wiiy wo can (shock Russia’s-nil ns in Persia is to build 
up n trading position in the Persian Gulf* Merc diplomatic action at 
Teheran ia usolcs^ ; and unless, while the 8hah is hero, we porsnado 
him to seek aomo sort of salVnatioHr hy giving us the fnllost licenao in 
the Persian Gulf quarter, w<i migliL Just its well save the thousanda 
that are about to be ‘^pent iu fciistiug the Persian monarch in London. 

According lo letters received from 5Iorv at St* Potorsbnrg, the 
irrigation works there are uiakiiig gr<sat progresa arid promise to bo 
completed this year* The cclobrati'd Sulmc Bend has boon put m 
orJor^ and canals arc being cleared out *arid restored in every diroc- 
tion. Timber, ccjneut^ and other materia Is rcfjnired have neon im¬ 
ported for the most part from Russia^ The doitium is to be do- 

voted entirely to the cultivation of cotfon, and the irrigation works 
are being carrjpJ out to prouioti; the success iiiaiuly ol' this species of 
crop, from winch a great rovonuc is eiiiectuJ* The first plantiition 
has been already laid out and sown wifli American cotton-scod* Tho 
Caar tako^ gnsiLt interest in Ibo piogrus.s of the under taking, and 
re<X)ive3 fortnightly roports from Colonel Koscl-Poklcvsky. 

— - > - 

TSE TZAR’S INTEREST m MERY, 


Loupon* 47ujm 2 Stlt , 1 BB 9 , 

* 

A lthough the Tzar is understood to have abandoned hia 
contemplated journey to Central Asia this year, he still takes a 
deep interest in what is going on in that quarter* With a view of 
acquainting himself with the econotnical condition of the conntry^ he 
has eelocted Gospodin N,A* Yaganolfto proceed thitlter and report 
to him personally the progress observable at Askabad, Merv, 
Bokhara, and Tashkent, Gospodiu VagunofF is a well-known Rus- 
Euan politioal economist, who, on ucoouni of Ins wide knowledge of 
men and things^ its well as liis deep acMinaintance with the working 

U 



104 


OHARUeS ItARTlK. 


of tihe institutions of BitBsia, ha a been repeatedly employed by the 
present Emperor to act as his private Commissioner in afFaim of a 
momentous or delicate character, Durtti^ the coronation festivities 
at Moscow he acted ns Censor^ and fulfilled those functions in a 
manner which gave the utmost satis facti on to the correspondents 
present* On that occasion he amplified the functions assigned hinif 
until from being merefy a revising official, ho became the guide, 
phltosopher, and friend of those who had dealings with him* Ho 
fbaiid lodgings for the correspondents, arranged money matters, 
secured for them the best seats to view the best sights^ shielded them 
from the suspicion of the police, and night and day was to bo always 
found in tho press bureau or in the bed-room he had fitted up along* 
aide it* As regards his special function^tliat of revising^lie hardly 
eiercised it at all, “I trustyou, Mr Marvin,” hu said,on the first 
occasion I toot Iiirn a telegram, “to rjcr.J off nothing that will get me 
into a row/' and he never road niy telegrams afterwards. Although 
a Censor/ho was a man of exceedingly liberal views, and if all censors 
acted 03 he did, even under trying circunishmces, the office lie filkd 
would no longer excite disfavour, fciomolimes a correspondent 
would spend the night in dissipiition, and instead of calling before 
midnight to get his message countersigned would hammer at Vaga- 
noff’a Ded-room door at two or three o'clock in the morning, tin such 
occasions ho would appear with a smiling face, and perform his funo- 
tionawith an nnfailmg good humour hardly to bo expected under the 
ciroutnstancas. Thanks to his geniality the bureau t>eoamc a dab, 
where the correspondents assembled daily to discuss operations and 
aeek onfightenment and counsel During the three weeks' festivities, 
1 had many opportunities of not only discussing affairs with Vagauoff, 
but also of hearing him discuss them with Hussion journalisii and 
meu of letters, who were keen critics in some cases, and in others 
possessed a fund of information wliich enabled them to render the 
conversatioa of real value to anyone iin<lcrstanding their language 
In geDcrol, the Russian administrator is looked upon in this country 
as ignoraut and corrupt, Vagauoff', on the contrary, was of the ideed 
type that wo^lovc to sec in pablie life and in Parliament. This coho 
is by no means a rare one. I have met many a Hussian official 
who would rule India as well as our best offieialp, and perhaps give 
more satisfaction* It is sheer insular cant that causes us to suppose 
that wa English alone possess a monopoly of administrative skill 
iuitable for the government of India* If ever we lose our hold 
bn that country, we Voganoffs that Russia will send thither will 
disillusionise both us and the world in this matter* Meanwhile^ 
N. A, Vagauoff is to display his abilities mainly at Morv, where ‘ 
he'is to set in order the Tzar’s domain, plan the orgamsation^ of 
the Emperor's own cotton pJontation there, and formulate meAsurea 
for pteiDg the agrioultuj^ pursitits of the Tekke TnreonuuDit 
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upon a sound and hoaltliy basis. If I uiistalvo not his kindly, wise 
wny, and his sympathetic interest in the progress of all with whom 
he conies into contact, will impresii the Orientals in that region 
quite as much in regard to Uussia^s civil administrators as Colonel 
Alikhano^ has impressed them in rcspoct to what Hnssian warriors 
can do. 

Yaganoff is an illustration of some remarks 1 Inade a short time 
ago about Ruspia's happy method of pioking out good men. from the 
general public; to infuse with rich and ruddy blood the professional 
civil service sorun], Ke was never educated for the public service of 
Rus.sia, and never passed any exam I nation A landowner of wide 

&n{l s^igiLcious views ir^ regard to the progress of the peasant, some 
articles he published in a rnview attracted the notice of the Emperor^ 
who sent for liim and attiich&d him to tile Ministry of tlie Interior* 
By degrees the special commissioris ho was entrusted b^y the Em¬ 
peror to carry out 3cciir<id him not only the confidence of his Sove¬ 
reign but the general respect of the Kussian Government, Now he 
is always in haruuris. working at something or other for the benefit 
of ItuHsia ; whereas had he heon in England, he would have remained 
unnoticed by the Stale, unless ho had prostituted his impartiality by 
joining a party, told tlio upusd number of political lies, and penetra¬ 
ted the iwaal jobs to snatch an admimsirative |iost for himself* 
Talent of the aggressive, arrogant or blatcnt description so successful 
in getfing iutiJ Ihirliament is not commonly the quality that makes 
a man a gocHiadininif^trator, Hcnco much of the bad government 
charactoristic of modern H"n»land, whatever party Ifl in power* 
Some day I hofie some English writer, following in the footsteps of 
Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace, will write a sound and lucid hook 
on tho history and character of the adminiistrative institutions of 
Ilussia* Wiien this is done, 1 believe it will be found that there is 
much that is admirable in them, and, even if not in all cases suitable 
for copying, they will be found to harmoniae with the peculiarities 
of the Slav character. To me there is nothing more intoler a^de 
than the modern Radical cra^iO to reduce every col out to bI36k and 
white and plane every human development down to one dead 
level, The existing Parliaments of Europe constitute a snfficient 
miisanoe withont covering the whole world with similar abomina* 
tions [ hone that Russia may long be spared such an infiiction, 
and will find some other way of properly ruling her Empire besido^ 
the Eagliah plan of splitting the nation into two halves, each 
H more anxious*for its own sordid party interests than for the 
iatereyts of the people. In this country emancipation of the nstioa 
^from the intolerable defects of Parliamentary inBtitutions wilt bo 
probably accomplished the press, which, in spite of a back current 

mthe Boape ^ a mere stringent libel hw, is rapidly securing to itself 
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a prepoDcloranoG af influence in the Rfate» In Russia 1 look for the 
^owih of institutioDB out of the present ones wliich will secure good 
government without the intervention of si paper Constitution confer¬ 
ring on Russia a Parliament at a stroke* It has always struck me as 
extremely atnusing that the English people, who are incessantly 
preaching to the Tstir Uf give a Parliament to his people, are quite 
content to ignore, that they govern India witiiout any Parliament at 
all. True, our own I’arliament is supposed to exorcise a certain amonnt 
of supervision over Indian affairs; hut it is notorious that it does not 
attempt carry it out, leaving the administration of India pretty 
well to itself* If India :jan rub along without a Parliament of her 
own, why call the Tzar a “ despot/' a *'fcyrnnt,” and other opprobrious 
names because he hapjiens to see liow restive Europe is becoming 
against Parliamenhiry Go vcrnnjcnt and^ wisely hesitates lo force oa 
hia people insiilutious whitsh fail to give satislaetion elsewhere* 

A number of Moscow cnpittilists arc rorming a banking corpora;^ 
tion for the Caspian region, to be culled tlie “ Caspian Bank.” Tl^o 
headquarters will be at Moscow, and brunches will be established at 
Baku, Butoum, Tashkent, Smuarkliaud, Bokliuro, and Teheran. The 
liussian UoverEment is encouraging the scluune, which will remove 
one of the j»rincipul imped!incuts lo the growth of trade in the 
centres cvncorncd* At Baku and BaLouin in particular bauks have 
long been needed, and muoh ineonvomcnco wll be prevented by the 
cstabJishmout of the one proposed* 

1 hear that several Riifsiaii staff officers have been selected to 
survey Khoriissauin tho autumn, ami should not be surprised if one 
of them puts in an appearance in tho Seistan district. A sharp look 
out should be kept for prowling Russians in that quarter, 

-^ 

WAR-TIME m PEACE. 


, . Losdon, Jul^ lltlu 1SB9. 

T he departure of the Tsar for a holiday trip in Finland may be ac¬ 
cepted as a sign that dosnite tho political restlessness in Servia, 
there will be no serious diaturoanoo in Europe for a little while to 
come* By a sort of general agreement, the potentates of Europe 
hKvo arranged not to fight this year, if they can posaibly avoid it, 
ani while this tacit truce prevails, we may look with a eertaia 
amount of .indifference upon tho " rumours of war** that keep com¬ 
ing from'4fie Balkan peninsula* Aa for next y^r, that ia buried 
deep infuneml clouds, roliticiaufl are wondering what will occur* 
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when tho Exhibition ia ovor, and France begins afresh to think of 
businesSi If France gooa " on tho raixipage/^ ItuBSiu will asanred- 
ly follow suit in the E^t, and we may witness anew a reonrrenoo 
of those sharp exciting war-soares of tho last five years which are 
GO disagroeablo a feuture of tnodorn European politics* Theise war- 
Gcartis of tho future will bo more dangerous than tho previous ones, 
because every one of tho last found some power or^other unprepared 
for imniodiato hostilities * whereas tho next will bo ushered in with 
the troops of every oonutry massed on tho frontier, and ready for 
a Waterloo within a week of tho doclarution of war* 1 think I 
pointed out some time ago that tho present condition of affairs on 
the Continent possesses all ihe features of a war, save the actual 
sliedding of Every movement of troops on one side of tho 

frontier is followed by a corijjsponJIng movement on tho other, and 
provokes in turn fresh offensive and ilefonsive cievoloproents aa 
harassing as in tlie old wars, when Gonerals manceuvrod for months 
against each other without coming to blows, Such operations in 
those tinK^s wore only carried out after u declaration of war ; now 
they are earriod on duriug tlu^ provalonexi of wliat is called peace. 
In like manner new fortifications in ono country begot new defences 
in another ; one strategical railwiiy is immediately opposed by a 
second ; ft^osli weapons am suddenly and secretly adopted, at an 
enormous outlay»to suatch a brief advantage over an adversary who " 
is found to be unexpectedly prompt in retorting ; tho press is used 
to depress an opponent tjy attacks on his financial crodit ; and in 
a variety of vwiys, and with a vast oxfHjndituro, the great powers 
of Europe show how mistrustful they ure of one anothei, and how 
conscious they all arc tlmt tho nest war will be a war to tho knifOi 
accompanied with that nicat blanching*^ process of the weakest 
to which PriiuMS Bismarck grimly referred on a famous occasion. 
Tho “ silver streak" saves us much of tho anxiety ineeparable from 
such a state of inilitavy restloasness, and enables us to look with a 
certain amount of calmness upon it; but for Germany, menaced on 
each side by an implacable foe^ the position is dreadfjjiliy i^plea- 
sant, and involves an amount of sharpness, promptness/ and swift¬ 
ness of decision which reacts favourably upon the diplomacy of tho 
country. 


From the Etuseian standpoint, things arc going on very favour¬ 
ably in the Balkan peninsula* Servia is looked Upon us 

C 'ty well won over ; and it is hoped that Bulgaria will 
me more accommodating as the differences between Princft 
Ferdinand and the clergy develop* Against Turkey there 
is no hostile aim for the moment * the eyes of the Gossans are 
directed not upon Constantinople but Vienna, Russian staie«nien at 
last clearly understand that^ so long os Austria rentains intact^ they 
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have-to oontt^mi Gf^rm^ny and Auatrla in the Balkan peamanla 

as w^iJ ad the forooa of the jSnltaa, Thereibro Vieniia must be 
eonquored in atlvance ot' Constantinople^ This is a policy entirely 
satLsiactory for England. Were Turkey menaced by worryifig 
intriguos und tlw madsinc; of troops, out statesman would have their 
hands full in looking after the si^fety of Armenia and the Bosphorus. 
In that ease the Austrians could sleep in peace As it is, Austria 
and Cermiiuy have to keep on the alert, aui Ea^lund entertains no 
immediate COQoeni fur the safety of Turkey* Such a state of things 
13 surely to our intero^t to soo midnhitueLl, yeL certain* short-sighted 
faddists would have U'» rtK^h into a paper alliance with Austria 
against Ltussb, and in cousequeiice bring down upon us the 
aggressiveness of Elus^iia in tht^ Armenian or Afghan quarter* We 
are not vitally interested in the safeguarding of Vienna or Con- 
stantinople- We are vitally interested in keepiUj^ the Russians 
out of Herat ami Persia, until w>> have rendored India impregnable 
to a llussian attacks Anything that staved a further UussLan 
advance in Afghanistan and Persia should be encouraged, and 
not replaced liy a policy noedossly withdrawing Russians offensive 
action from the Balkan peninsula towards India* 

The .UoAcow G^zeUa ridicules Sir Lcpcl Griffin's project for 
establishing what it calls a '^(Uassat^kJoni in Kashmir/* The best 
way for England to safeguard India, it says is for Kuglaud to be ou 
her good behaviour towards Russia* If India were ^loat, England 
would be reduced to the condition of a second Belgium and Switzer'* 
land. Russia could easily turn bor out of India if she chose to do 
flo* Sentiments of tbl-s character are by no means new* They are 
held by the majority of military men in Russia. They cannot but 
grow in strength as Russia waxes more vigorous in the Oaspiaa 
Sea and Persia. 1 have repeatedly insisted that England does not 
attach adequate weight to Russians material development in that 
quarter* A correspondent, writing from Baku, states that trade 
between the Persian ports and the Volga is iu^^reasing so rapidly 
that ftrearly ^twenty Russian steumers are now on the constant 
service existing between Astrakhan and the South Caspian ports 
The Persian littoral *ef the (Jaspiau Sea is rapidly falling under the 
dominance of RuaaUn traders, consuls, and agents; and as the 
Persupis on the spot are unable to oppose any resistance to this 
commercial and political press are, no other future seems open to 
the country than to fall completely under Russian sway. 

Another correspondent at Baku, referring to* the petroleum 
tr^c, observes tbAt this season has been remarkable for the uuia^ 
ber of Urge tank steamors added to the Baku oil fleet,^ Upwardi 
of twenty new steamers have been added siuoe the opening of the 
navigation season* A tpecial one ia the Votka Works, a tank 
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steamer of over 1,300 tons cargo capacity, interKled eicJufliveJy for 
the conveyance of Imnicl fuel. It belongs to a Pakn syndicate^ 
composed of Toomaen DadashcfF and others.*^ I Lave repeatedly 
remarked that the growth of the Caspian marino, thanks to the 
development of the oil trade, is really more worthy of the attention 
of English statesmen than any passing mlitical intrigue on the part 
of Russia in Persia or Afghanistan, Twenty new oil ateamei s on 
the (^pian meane an adtlition to the transport^ptwer of liussiain 
that quarter of the greatest value to the military authorities, while 
involving no qost to the State. 

A report just issued by the Russiaif Government states that 
last year over 6f^O,OllO,tJOl^ gallons of crude petrolemn were extract¬ 
ed iroin the ear that Baku, Tl^e es[>ort« of oil from Russia com] trised 
kerosine, million gallojis. lubricating oil, XI million gallonSj 
and distdlatOj &c,« milHon gallons, making a total of 150 mil-^ 
lion gallons. The Minister of Finau^^c refers with a certaib amount 
of pride to the rapid tticr case of the trade, audits favourable in¬ 
fluence on Russia revenue ; ami no wonder, for it was tfie £600,000 
he derived in 1888 from the keroPiuo tax that enabled him to an¬ 
nounce to Russia the gratifying circumstance of having a real sur¬ 
plus for the first time for many years. 

When the Tim£s* correspoiulcut last j'ear, from personal pique, 
^‘slated'* the Transcaspian railway, 1 pointed out that it would 
speedily ju&tity its cxigt-enco by promoting intercouree between 
Central Asia and Europe, and establishing intimate trade relations 
between the newly acquired region and Jtussia Froper, This view 
has been justified by ovent^. The Tiflis Kavktiz states that almost 
every steamer arriving at Azotiii Adii lauds one or morn foreigners 
4:ound bjr the Transcaspian railwy for Hamarkhand. Many English 
are visiting Central Asia, and many F reneh, W ith resjiect to trade, 
flotne of the items of nows uro very interesting. For instance^ be¬ 
tween January and June the railway transported nearly 50,000 
sheep from Central Alia to Uie Cui^pian. Most of these were 
bonnd for the provinces of Baku and Daghestan, whei^ lust gear's 
MVere winter destroyed many sheep and led to large purohases 
being made in the Turooman region to replace them. Then the 
line carried during the samo mriod KtjOOO tons of Central Asia 
■com, muoh of it intended for Transcaucasia, where there hai;,. been 
a loarcity A large quantity of raw silk was also exported from 
Central Asia, a deu of it for Franco. Among manufactured goods 
figured cotton, materials Bpecially prepared at Bamarkhand to tho 
order of a Russian merchant at in the Crimea, who finds that 

the Samarkhand patterns enjoy a better sale in South Hugsia ahd 
Turkey than the designs current in the Turkish trade. The Yalta 
merohont is probably only one among many Russians who are 
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^ckly building up commorcial intercourse between East and 
Wofit; while England continues to regard Central A^ia ae aunk 
in the aands of irremovable lethargy* 

From Askabod the new^ comes that the Persians ore really at 
lust mnking the waggon road between the Hussion frontier and 
Meahed, At least a contractor has appeared on the seene with a 
few hundred meu. and something is being done—probably gufficient 
to supply a rejoinder to Russia, should she renew her diplomatic 
preasure of last winter, although it is doubtful whether the Persian 
authorities are in the least anxious to facilitn-te intercourse between the 
Russians and the capital of Khorassan- A largo quantity of Hnssian 
flugiir is being sent from Askiibad to Meshed* At Merv a pluntantiou 
is being established from which trees, shrubs, and speds will for the 
future he distributed throughout Ccutnd Ask* From tho Afghan 
frontier the Hussian press publishes no inforiniition whatever. 

The hero of the recent conflict between Russia and France, 
Ashinoff, has now finally dtaappoarod from tho scene of politics. A 
short time ago he arrived at Sara toff under a gendarme escort, and 
is now awaiting there die notifloation of the lmi>erial authorities as 
to where ho is to set' ^Mown in exile in Liberia* The afihir in 
which ho figured 30 pTommoutly was ono ot those dubious under¬ 
takings of a speculative character of which the Russian Government 
is undaly fond, A needy adventiiror who had wandered from 
Saratoif to CoDstaniinopfe, Ashfnofi' conceived the idea of re¬ 
establishing religious relations between the churches of Russia and 
Abyssinia which have much in common, Tiiu KussiaVi press at first 
did not think highly of the scheme ; but it was taken, up with zeal 
by Katko^, in the Mosfio^jo Gazetu^ and Aijhinoff returned from a 
trip to the Red Sea witli an Abyssinian doputation and glowing ae- 
counts of the readiness of the natives to proinoto the establishment 
of a Russian religious settlement. Then the Utom Vremya and 
other enthusiastic Panslavist papers pain tod in glowing terms tho 
achievements in the post of Free Cossacks’’ of the Ashinofl' typo, 
and predicted that another Siberia would ho won by tbis modem 
Yermak Timof<]eif, So funds flowed in, the church took up the 
matter zealously, a gojuple of hundred people enrollod themselves 
under AshinofiT, and the expedition set out tor the Red Sea* Had 
Russia been dealing with England, Ashinofl would have made good 
his footing, just os the audacious German traders were allowed by 
our poltroon statesmen to make good their footing at Zanzibar, and 
turn out of East Africa 10,000 Indian subjects, whose ruin is a 
disgrace to the present Oonservative udmintatratiou. Fortunately 
Russia had to deal with the French, and the French were represent* 
ed by a di$sreat sort of man from the jelly-fish Yate or Lumsden 
type, unable to do anything unless in touch with resolute, ocurageoua 
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superiors. Before the audacioiis settlement of the Coaaacki on ter^ 
ritory protectwi by Franoo could take root by the aid of procraa* 
tinating diplomacy, the French naval commander tamed his gnus 
oil to the colony aud blew AHhinaffinto aii intmediate sarrender. It 
tiieD fell to Kussia to yield to aecomplishod facia| which she did 
with a far better grace than we displayed after Fenjdeh, Asbinoff 
and his Coasaoks were promptly disavowed and ordered into police 
quarantine at ^:iebastepol, from wliich they aro now being sent by 
adiniriistiiiti\''ts jiroccss” to Siberia. Had events gone the other 
way, and Aslduuif beeu able to hold out long enough agmnst the 
diplomatic requests of France to depart, tlio Kussiau Government 
would Iiavo formally reco^inised his cxistonco as representing HusslAj 
and it coaling sti^tioo might have boon won on the shores of the 
Itea Sou in UTlp^^!^l«lnllt proximity to Ailen, The Huasian Qovem- 
ineot dill not altogether rensh the rebuff; but co-operation With 
France is too good a card to play against Germany to be thrown 
aside over avtau a gambling incident ns the Ashinofif fiaseo« 
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Londok, August 28th^ 1889^ 

O F late several educated natives of India have forwarded me the 
published prod net inns of their pons. Some of these are loyal; 
others of a decidedly IvaiCorous tcmlency. Not being your Indian 
reviewer, I cannot gratify the probublo desire of the senders of those 
books and pamphieLs aiul favour them with a critical notice of 
their works* But, with j’^our ijeruiission, ] will avail myself of the 
opporf.nnity to say a few wortls about the aspirations of Xouug 
India, As a writer myself, I naturally syrmpathise l^dth the idea 
that India should bo governed by tlie Pei^ rather than by the 
Sword* For this reason 1 have always watched fcho progress of 
wliat a Hussiaii would call the *‘Iiitelhgeuce’' of India—^*, the 
development of Iho thoughtful classes—with intense interest. 
Having lived among tlie revolutionary students of Hassia, and 
sympauiised with them in their conflict with the superstitions of 
Govornmeut and religion tlieve, 1 can perhaps put myself in 
thought more readily alongside the students of India than the 
average officer or official. It is impossible for me to close my eyei 
to the exttuvagaace of ideas, the exuberance of fancy, and the 
wildness of aspiration of many of the leaders of Hducatod India; 
15 
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but 1 urti able at lea&t to mako nn allowanco—a cbaritablo 
allowaDoe—for much tbat excites horror in the irtinds of men who 
live the life of well-Tegri]ate<i moohines liibricntcd bj the bard caah 
of India, and cannot realigo that diffcreot eirciimstancefl from 
their own must produce difTerent results* The point of view of 
the Indian official^ whether on active service or retired, cannot 
but bo quite opposed to that of the non-offioial native. The one 
has his career nianufacturod for him: the other must manufacture 
his own career* '*What shall I bo—what shall I do?'* These aro 
qaestions that tho educated native Ln:3 to think out for him self j 
unaided by well-to-do mammas and paf>aSi by Messrs. Wren and 
Gurney, and by tho well-greased mauhinory vf the Indian Govern¬ 
ment, which, gripping tho raw lad on his arrival from home, posses 
him on with little exertion on his own part through the varioua 
stages of admioistrative development until, in prooesa of time, it 
propels hhn bock to London a pensioned old bufTer, tbe bore of 
everybody and tho horror of his cltib* To such a being the thought 
probably never crosses his mind—“ What is my place in the 
KmpiroF** Ilis place is found for him* Oircumstances not of his 
own seeking or makin^ place him at tlie bottom of tbe ladder, and 
he simply has to spend a well-regulated life climbing to tlm top* 
The future of England troubles him little, because the Empire is 
in the hands of his own country men, and he is quite content to 
leave its guidance to their strung hands and stout hearts. As for 
the future of India, ho is for the most part quite content that thin^ 
should fashion. One point, at any rate, he has re;:oli]tely made 
up his mind upon—India ought to continue to be ruled for an 
indefinite period by the manufactured products of Messrs, Wren 
and Gurney. The ardent aspirations of certain educated natives of 
India that India should rule herself, ho can hardly bo expected to 
sympathise with* Hence he sunteiimee talks of r^ression, and 
oven of suppressiont However, pnblic opinion in England looks 
with a kindly eye on Indian progress, and, in tbe words of a 
reforwr, tempers the wind to the shorn lamb of Asia,’* 

What ia my place in the Empire F How can a native of 
India put that question to himself without fceliag a corUtn 
amount of discontent, India is ji^ovemed, but she is not represented. 
Her sous have not that consolation of conquest that tho natlyeB of 
Asia, subjugated by Eussia, have; for whereas the moment a Eussiui 
Asiatic is conquered a career lies open to him up to the very steps 
of the White xaar’s throne, tho career of a native Indian is blocked 
not only in England but in India, by a variety of obstacles^ oven 
though he may be native of a provinco that has been under Eng¬ 
lish control before the time of Peter the Great* Only a few 
years ago an Axmenion was Prime Minister of Ruseia, Has India 
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erer hud the coimtorparfe of Loris Melikoff ? We dnim to he better 
Tuleta thau the Kassians; but hew many of India'^a sona occupy 
aeata iaour so-called ‘imperial FarliamonI:/' When the budget 
of India conies on at tho fag end of tho sosbloii^ before a thtu and 
jaded tlonso, how many of tho iml roprcsontatiTOS of India take 
part in the discussion of ludian policy? Those are queetiona that 
cannot hut occur to tho cducuted Indian, and al^ who sympathise 
with tho real :iTid vital progress of tho Empiro at largo must fael a 
Bincore regret that a sati&Tactory answer cannot bo returned to thorn. 
Posing us we do as the host govornod nation in tho world, India 
has a fair claim for demanding a removal many of tho anomaliea 
which prevent her from tokiug her proper place in the Empire, and 
■eenring an adoquato represeuiation of her interests, 

1 suppose it is bocauso oduoated native^) of India get so little 
sympathy from the average retired Indian official—in"himself a 
not very sympathetic crenturo—that tho bulk of them “catch on’' 
to tho tai! of the Kadicnl party. This is a pity, boenuse it excites a 
projndico against Indian jirogress—a projndice so grounded during 
tho unfortunate tenure of Lord Ripon in India that a largo section 
of the Eng Li ah public regards odueatod India and discontented Indie 
as synonyjnous tcrina. If Lord Ripon took the real and heartfelt 
interest in India ho pretended when Viceroy,he boa dt^Iayed very 
little of it since he rotarned to his own country. Wnat has he 
done for India" the last four years ? He has a seat iu the House 
of Lords ; lie^ njoys poUticuf induoucfl; but nltbougb his old ad^ 
mirers still soniotimes term him the Friend of India, the cleverest 
political auctioneer would have a hard job to make out a catalogue 
of his efforts on hohiilf of Induin progress since ho oxebauged 
Viceregal Simla for the metropolis of the Empire, What ia true 
of ffipon is for the most part true of other Liberal and Radical 
sympathisers of India. It is not simply that nothing comes of their 
speechifying about India ; 1 charge them with not talking enough, 
India is sim|)ly a secondary interest to them. They make ise of 
her for political ends only so far as it suits their purpose. Speaking 

g enerally, the Radical party in England does shuttle for Inaia, and 
oes even that little so badly, that tho intelligent classes of India 
p{raitively lose by the alliance which their leaders have struck up 
with it» m the hope of realising the ospirattous of Riling Ind^, 
This atikneo, to mr view, has done India a deal of harm, I am 
quite willing to .admit that the Oonservatiyes hav& not done much 
io attract Young India ; but to ffy from the polar regions of English ' 
ConserratLsm to the sandy shoals of Rodietdiam has not been a wise 
polu^* How little it is approved of in England is shown by the 
ill-luck that has attended the efforts of natives of India to get into 
the House, With the aspiratiou to bo properly represented in the 
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AjSiembJj of th.o Empiro £ fully sympatliiao ; bnt 1 do uot. believe 
timt any. f^reat Booceas will "attend the efforts to woo Eogtuh 
ooaatitiieticloB^ English voters like to be represented by EngUsln 
men* It is a natural feeling, and it is a waste of foixie to nm 
it,' A few years ago there was a proposal to run a nattye of 
l4dia ■OB ft Eadiciil candidate tor Plainstoad* I waa detul against 
thfi^ proposal, ^ivl had ilio atteinjit l»cen made I should have 
oertfimly voted against hini, no mutter how good a man he was 
or how great a s<!anip his opponeut* I would never qousent, oal 
of mere sentkneutalisin, to bo reprosonteJ in PnrliJMianit by any 
other than an Engjishntan* Eut %liilo I hold tlwit an Engli^ti 
Pajcliament should bo Jiliod by Englishmen, 1 am stronglj^ of 
Qpinion that the people of India ought to claim 4 to presentation, 
lami a ropresentatiou on a large scale , in an Imperial Parliainent 
fiere is a projter jxiili for persistoni agitation, and one w'hich I 
ftiTi prepared to support to the fidleut extent ipi my influeD^. 
Every edacatod Indian ought to bo an ardent advocate of Imperial 
Federation, hocanse it is only through some such scheme tliat 
India can emoy thatafiare in the representation of the Empire to which 
flhe is eatitlra by virtue of her population, her vast commercLil 
interests, her political position in Asia, and the loyalty she haa 
difiplayed the last thirty years, 

1 'am all the more dissatisEed with the present attempts to 
enter Parliament by wooing English voters m a Radical g^rb, 
because they savour too much of entering Parliament ^ by the nock 
doorl. India is entitled to greater consideration thiin"' this, and it 
would be bettor if her sons stood more on their dignity and agitated 
fof a full representation iu an Assembly of the whole Empire than 
the beggarly representation by means of one or two natives in on 
English local Parliament (for that is what our present Parliau^pent 
really is) containing ten times as many Indian ox-officiab to gnU 
weigh their inffuenco. If the present Conservative Qovemmeutj in ‘ 
the-persons of Lord Salisbury and Mr. Balfour, is not particularly 
well dSposod towards Imperial Federation, there ia no gainsaying the 
fact that a very large proportion of the general public of Sin inland 
look upon the idea with considerable favour, while in the colonies 
the movement in suppo'rt of it becomes more powerful every 
year* A powerful agitation in India would osorciao a 
healthy inEaenoe in turn on t!ie mother conn try and the colonies, 
and would tend to hasten the timo when all throe will be properly 
represented in a r#al Imperial Parliamout ai Westminster, offfl not 
by the pment effete parochial institution which considers it dof>s 
full Justice to the Empire at large when it gives per cent, of 
ita time to the miserable little island of Ireland, and assigns the other 
10 to India and the colonies only when the House is nearly empty* 
An agitation to remedy this unwholesome state of affairs would 
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Empeal not simply to tho Biidiital tnil of ILe £ngliBli^ pobple^ bui to 
toe general pnblio of tho whole Empire, ’. , ^ ^ 

1 hare said that Russia in aone^ng Asiatics throws opeii to 
them a career that extends to the vctj foot of the throne; whjl«. 
England has deliberately closed many aveDoes of advanceiti^t t^ 
people of India. At the some time^ it should bu clearly bomO- in 
mind that Hnssia favours the Sword more than, tho Pen, ^an4 ' 
under her rule mostol' the native refomiors of India who ? aspire" for 
St, Btepheu's wonld probtibly find their way to Siberia. ThoAa 
who have doulfts on this point should read George Kennan's masterly 
articles on Bnssian political (SHminals aftd. exiles in the Ceniw^'^ 
magazine, Tliose have been running through sOvoral volunjes, 
of that admirable* American publicalion, and give a better Account o|. 
the opposition movoinciit agiUnst Autocra<y in Russia than any work 
extant, I ti'HHt that in process of time tno energetic publisher in 
this gonntry, Mr, T. Fisher Unwinj will see bis way to rd^issue tha 
articles in a volume form, when a large sale may safely be predicted 
for a work which in many respects transcends Bir Donald hlac^nzie 
Wallace*® well-known book on Rnsfjia. Mr, Konnan's invoatigatioos 
bear out what I Iiave always held to be the case, that in tberer 

10 no room for the non-go vommentiil reformer. One must either wear 
a tniform and try and effect reforTn in an official capacity, or, under 
pain of imprisonment or exile, one must regard in silence the otUs 
that afflict the country. This is not simply the ease with Bussi* 
propefj but if is true of every part of the Empire; as many, an 
Anuouian bafiu in tho Caucasus has found to his cost, tburist 

seamperii^ across Bussia from one ond to the other, and toadying 
to highomcials after the manner of the Rev, H, Lansdell, m^ not 
f&el the stress of despotic rule; but tho moment one dives below 
official life into literary, journalistic and scholastic spheres, one 
rapidly becomes aware of the evils and abuses described with such 
eluAmesfi, accuracy and truthfulness by Mr, George Kennan. 

Now that the Government of India has promised a prenuum to' 
those officials who master tho Russian language, wo riiay hope that 
come of them may in time study the ao^mistrative methods 
in vogue in Russia, and endeavour to introduce whatever features 
are good into India, 1 have more than once pointed out that 
there is a good side to Russian govommeutal methods as well as an 
evil; end if the adoption of any of them would improve the admiuh^ 
trativ# machineoy of India it would be well to adopt them. It is uote- 
wortl^ that the Transcaspian Railway, which is now being extended^ 
from ^markhand toToshkent^a to bo pushed on afterwords to Siberia,' 
00 that should India fall under Russian rule immediately after tho 
junction of the Russian and Indian railway system^ now simply 
a matter of a few years—complete railway communieation will exist 
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for diflcontonifli ludia&roFormors between tliaprineipal goals of'India 
and tho priacipal ixile dojftte in tEo'^frozon waatoa of ^Siborm* .Thd 
mines of Kara wonid than be found less pleasant than tho lobbied of 
Stephen's, and the odnoated native of India who canJiow print anj 
publish what ho likos, however disloyal or scurrilous, would have to 
get, under puin of exiln,police sanction for every item poss^ through 
the printing iiress, whether a political article or a aouuat, or auch 
innooent tradesmen’s ])lacards as “Pgultvy is cheap to-day,** and 
*' Roga and Bonos bought here/’ Educated India haa its grtevanoee, 
but it oiu at least think, speak, write and print pretty well wluit it 
likes; whereas, in ftuEjsiaf a death's head grins into every autlior’ii 
ink-pot^ 

^- 

■p 

EJ^GLISM BUMBLEDOM AMD THE 

IMDIAM BUDGET 


Loudon, AvguH 30ih^ 1889. 

T SE 260 million people of India cannot but ho delighted onco more 
with that marvoLlous manifestation of Providence by virtue of 
which the revision of British rulo for the past yoar was accomplished 
at the fag end of the Parliamentary session by a llou^o consisting at 
no period of the three hours’ debate of more than. 20 meinbors, of 
whom half wero officials, and fifteen oflioiaTs and ox-officiata, the 
remaining five alone representing the independent and unofficial 
judgment of the country* To give the fragment of a weary evening 
to taking stocli of the progress of an Empire containing fifty times 
the population of Ireland may soani a sound and satisfactory policy 
to a so-called Imperial Parliament, whieh has spent the lust^ six 
months in incessant jaw about Ireland and nothing else; but out- 
Biders^n the^Continontund elsewhere must be excused for thinkings 
03 they sometimes do, that a country which seta so little atoro by 
an Empire entrusted to its care by a miraculous suceeasion of 
happy eyents does not deserve to keep it« Once, more, for 
oue-do©s-not*know-how-many-timo3, the wholo press on the morrow 
of the Budget, has denounced the Government and the House of 
Commons for immlting India by keeping over the Budget until the 
dosing hours of the session* Ereryb(^y condemns the practice, 
but the force will be repeated next session, and the session after, 
^aud innumerable sessions after that, unless a determined and 
continued outcry be organized by India. Canting politicians, and 
there are few politicians in this country who do not cant, often 
dilate on the blessedness of India being under a Parliament of free 
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people I but the question may h& pertinently |hit^ that if only five 
non-official mem tiers of that l^alhiiineuV devote tJie fraction of the 
369th fraction of a year to rovising British rule in lndia> wherein 
lies tho superiority of that rule (in ro'^pect te I’afliamenttiry revision) 
over tho Ion;; ami animated dehato& that would take place in the 
Huaaion (k^inniittcc of Mimsieis, if Hn^isia were inistrc'bs of Indiaf 
rarJiamentary snjmrvision of India, as at present exercised.^is really 
nothing more than a screaming farce, anu tho fsolemn owls of tho 
Treasury and opposite benches who jilny the farce, must be toInJly 
devoid of Immour,' or they would rifec on their legs every session, 
and rush off roaring with laughter, as b<-iiig a Ihrce too funny to 
bo played before the 260 milhonb of India any longer. 

Between the two imrties of tho JTouso of Comnions there 
ta not a pin to clioo^e ns to tKo gnill of liurking tho Indian Budget, 
The Uadioals nro jusl as mu<ih to blamo as the Conservatives, 
and tho re form of India make a huge mi stake in toadying to 
the former to gel an alteration, iustead of odilrcssing the whole 
British public. Plenty of energy and plent}" of money could bo 
forUicoming on bclisilf of ^^uch a relatively insignificant measure 
os the Ilbcrt Bill, but when it coincfi to conducUng an efficient 
crxnsiide iu this country to eon^pcl Parliament to diacubs tho Indian 
Budget early in the f,e*^hJon 1 see India herself doing notliiiig. 
And unless India moves England will not move. Probably among 
native public men iu ln<ha there is a deal of discoumgoment at the 
■way they have been so often dished hy j’lrofessional poliUoians, 
lladical members rush out to I^dil^ excite a formcnhition in order 
to get whibkod about on tho Iroth at tho expense of ardent admirers, 
then, having had a holiday on tho clieap, and said sufficient about 
India to atrongthen their position witli tlicir constituents, they do as 
little for India as they possibly can, Mon of this stamp, as a rii^e, 
arc more indoioni reformers when they enter uffieo than tho most 
stick-in-the-mud Tory, Of a Jifierent type, but equally unreliable, 
are Radicals like Sir Oliarles Dilkc* Before he atlqined Minis¬ 
terial power ho was an ardent Imperialist ns regards die dcvelojK 
ment of tho colonies, and was strongly opposed to the finsaian 
advance. The momont he secured power he adopted atone of 
Jack-in-Offico brusqneness to all who ventured to question him as 
to how things ■were going, and proveti so weak and incompetent 
■thathe conMnted to tho evacuation of Kandahar and tho tearing 
up of the Pishin Railway, he clieated the public ip to a false sense 
of security by protending the Hussians liad bound themselves to 
evacuate Askabad, when they had absolutely refused to do any such 
thmg, and ho allowed them to occupy Morv, and prepare for thef*' 
raid on Ponjdob without insisting on a single solitary measure to 
pTevent thom« Bo ignorant did he allow Iiliueelf to romaiii a# 
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to wliat the were doing In Central that even after 

quitting office ho still imagined (as shown in the £rst of the Fort¬ 
nightly RevUtfi articles) the Tronsojispian railroad to be a mere 
ephemeral tramway. If cvor a life bo pnbUalied of Dilte his 
biographer will be unable to lay Ids huger on a single movement 
in indiaUi colonial, foreign aifiiirs and say, ^^here the author 
of 6rrea(^ iiW/u/ndid good.” In poiut of fact Sir Charles Dilke’s 
official career may bo summed op in two items, the Hedfstribution Bill 
and Fanny* 1 would readily iV^rgive his sins of commission on the 
principle that in this selfish world good men make the worst rulers ; 
but 1 can never forgive him his sins of omission in regard to the 
Empire while he was at the Foreign Office. To rohabilttate himself 
Sir Charles has recently rushed to India, and on his return rushed 
afresh into print with the discovery that India is in the deepest peril 
from the Russians being in possession of certain menacing points, 
which h^ himself was lustrumcutal in allowing them to obtain. On 
the agitation he has started he no doubt hopes to ride back into office : 
but up to now the results have not been encoiiragingt Even his 
wannest friends have deserted him, in consequeuce of his having 
ceased to cleanse hLs character. “To think,” said a well known 
politician and intimate friend of Dilke’s the other day, should 
have honestly devoted day after day to serious study of foreign and 
Indian affiiirs, believing Dllko was doing his best to keep back the 
Russian advauco, and ho all tho while amusing hi in self with women/' 
It is Dilke*s misfortune that he has offended not ^nly the good 
but the wicked. Had he displayed Bismarckian capacity while 
in office, instead of contenting liimsclf with being the double of 
ihatinano and weak little inuffi Earl Qronvlllo, he would have 
hod around him to-day a ring of i^owcrfii! sytnpathisers in spite of 
all the revelations of the divorce court. 

No, Sir Charles Dilko^s ncime must ho crossod off. Ho has 
had his innings and pfoved a waster. Life is toe short to allow too 
mucl\dimB to be given np to men wb<i faiL Otlier and hotter men 
must ho allowed to occupy the platfonn, (Jannot India look out 
for more powerful and poptihn' ropreselltativos than Dilke and 
Bradlaugh. 01' Brildlaiigh this can at least be said that he h as 
certainly proved an ex.Gollcnt moinbor of Part Lament, I do 
not admire him as a public tuau, and I detest many of his 
views, yet (speaking as a Church of England man) 1 am hound to 
confess that sinco be entered tho House he has done more good 
work than the whole bench of bishop.s put together. All the same 
the admission must be made that lie is not a man having the ear of 
the nation. No matter liow softly or sweetly lie may attune his 
appeal there are whole sections of tho nation, and tho most powerfal 
sections of tho nation, too, who will never listen to his singing. 
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Politieal faddists of the Caine type are even Tefia inHuentia! not with¬ 
stand mg the nobe they make. They are Like biee bottles in a qiiart 
pot—they make so much noise that one would ima^^ine an ocean to 
□$ seething inside the vessel, but when you look ia all that is seen 
is a fussy notohor of pntrefiiciion knocking itself against the sides, 
damaging itself more than the sturdy not impervious to its banging. 
Nor yet again does India require to bo represented solely by men 
like Fawcett—men who deal exclusively with tho'economical aapeot 
of Indian life, neglecting tho wider political issues altogether. What 
India wants ore mon who are not simply Euglisbmenj or simply 
Indians ; but whoso hearts beat for the whole Empire, Such men 
cannot bo content at ilic second ary and subjugated r6le played by 
India at tho present moment, Tlioy must foeb if they Ttnow the 
Empiro well, an5 love it with an intensity of patriotism still possible 
in inis world of GUI's in sjdte of the sordul life led by most English¬ 
men, that India ought to stand side by side in equal Kcnk with 
Cannda and Aa^tralia, It is im|jossiblo for such men not to regard 
with scorn the paltry cmnmeroial vision which snoa in India only a 
market for caliooc.'i and harti wiu e. They cannot i>iit bo disgusted at 
those who look npou liuliii as a tiiero spawning grovmd of career a 
for young men with maehino-m:ide minds of the most approved Wren 
ami Gurney ivattcrn- They earnestly sympathise with the efforts of 
India to secure tlie place which is hers by right in tho compositiou 
of tlie Ernpire, They recognisto that tho suji of India warma and 
invigorates a commereo which otherwise would die away on this 
damp and uiacongenial island. Such men, when confronted with 
die cant phraso about tho Blessing of Britjah nilo in India/'' de¬ 
mand with indignant mien—** And what about the Blessing of Indian 
trade ill England ?” The gain ia not uU one-sided. If England has 
rendoroii India orderly and safe India has rondored England prosper¬ 
ous, To put in plain language the warnings of political economislie 
and fitatesmon millions would liavo to clear out of the country like 
fltarved rata if Englan<l were to lose India, If that be so, India has 
a right, as a purveyor of prosperity to the English jjeople^.to de- 
inand tluit aho shall not he stultified and insulted before all the world 
by having only throe paltry hours at tho fag ond of a faded Bessiou 
itBsigaed for uio conaidoratzon of a whole year’s rule of the officiala 
who govern her 260 millions, 

Tho homo press had hardly commenced to discuss Br. Noetlitig’i 
report “ Htrougly ** deprecating my ** wild ideas about beating or 
competing with American or Husaiau oil as being only too lik«ly 
to prove utterly illnsory,” when the mail brmgs the Phneet 
in which the Doctor com^etoly substantiates the soundnoaa' 
sanity of my statements, Dr, Noetling observea in his letter i— 
are,much better than they looked when my report was 

le 
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writteiii The oil* bearing etrata have Bincc been traced ever a targe 
am* only a amall part of which baa hitherto been explored, and 
that in a most unscientific way. It in mj report, calculated that 
under a reasonable sjstem of working one square mile conld pro- 
daoe less than 1,440,000 litres diem. This estimate may 
be a little too high, and 1 rather doubt whether the otl-boaring 
strata could stand the sWin for any length of time, but admit* 
ting, say, only hulf of the estimated production, 500,000 litres 
per diem per square mile, the production would be something 
enormous, as the oil-bearing strata are now knoifl^n to extend, 
rongbly speaking, over ap, area of not less than 100 square miles, 
a fact which was not known to me when 1 wroto tny report on the 
oil fields of Twingoung and Bene/’ 

Hero then Dr, Kootlmg declares the potential petroleum supply 
of Bnrma^tobo ^^Bometlilng enormous.’’ If that bo so, why should not 
Burma compete with or boat America and Russia P Dr, Noetling 
has no reply to this except the astonishingly lame ore that what ho 
meant about ^ Vild ideas'' was that Burma in her present condition 
could not hope to boat or compote with Russia and America. Of 
course not. No living man in this world, nor yet any dead men 
whose bones are numbered with the Doctor^s fossils, ever thought 
or said she could. What I have said, and 1 believe my speech is 
so plain that all men cun comprehend it, is that Burma possesses 
enmoiont deposits of oil to enable her, when thosp de^^osits are 
properly tapped by thousands of drill-wells, to hold her, own against 
America and Ru.3sia in the markets of Asia. Who but a poaantio 
German palceoutologist that had sj)cnt so much time among old 
fossils as to have acquired their characteristics himself, conld nave 
dreamed of comparing the infantile industry of Burma, as yet tm* 
developed, with the mature growth of 30 years duration in America, 
and then reporting that Burma cannot possibly hope to compote with 
that country. Of course it cannot nowt but that is no reason why it 
should not in ten years time. Had not tho Doctor been such an 
utter ignoranins in oil matters he would hiive known that time 
from Baku started from tho present native pit condition 
of Burma to the titnb she became a fully fledged Europeanized 
industrial power, competing with America everywhere on the con¬ 
tinent, was less than ten years. If this woa accomplished by a hand¬ 
ful of Swedes in barbarous Russia, m spite of immense transport 
difi&cultles such as have no existence in Burma, why should not 
the skill and capital of England render Burma a similar oompetiter 
of America within the same period. That is my view, and now that 
Dr. Noetling admits that I was right in my assumption that the supply 
of oil in Burma is enormous, I have good cause for complaint tnat 
the ludian authorities should have allowed a report to go forth with 
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anch an absurd and natruo possimb^ statemcut in it as tliat about 
“wild ideia/* &c. In England plenty of people will read tha 
report who will not see tlie Doctor's explanittion in tlie 
If after writing hi» report Dr, Noetlmg obtained information 
which canned him to modify his view and agree with me that the 
fiapply is roally “ enormous," why did he not get this alteraidon 
inserted at the last inotnont as a leaflet in the report ? He had au 
intorvat of souiO months apoaroutly to do thb. As it is^ ha and 
ihoso who have been instrumental in issuing thereport^ have inflicted 
a most nuwari^iitable damper on the Barma oil industry, for whicli 
they ought to be sevoroly censurod by tlnf Indian Government i 
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London, September 6ih^ 1S89* 

B etween ofliKialJom and the press there is a natural antipathy. 

The appoiiitmuiit of a man to any office, from the Promiership 
of England to the Inspectorship of NaisaDces, is always accepted by 
the leripiont as implyi that nature has fully endowed him with 
the ^iualitles necessary for the discharge of hi a functions. Until a 
man is an official, whether it be Cabinet Minister, company director, 
departmental chief, vestry man, or secretary of the society of 
amalgamated chinincy’swoops and scavengers, he is commonly oa 
the side of the press. He feeb that he is a nobody | hjs isolation as 
merely one of the puhlie distresses him; he craves for notice from 
other men, and is delighted beyond measure when ho sees his name 
printed for the first time. During this period of his e^stence he is 
proud of the presss ho ex.tols it as a safeguard of public liberty, he 
insists that it ought to know everything, critlciso everybody, and 
make everybody feel that groat though lie may be by ylitoe of^power, 
wealth or birth, he is, after all^ the servant of tho ^nblic^ which 
public is worthily represented by the Fourth tho press. If tho 

proiis does not find out everything, from the latest secret treaty to 
the latest device for adulterating the cat^s milk supplied to the local 
work houie, he vigorously urges it to be more energetic, and the 
more the Government and the eontractors for cats* milk fume and 
rage at the dbolosaro of their secrets, the more he cheers the editors 
onwards in the path of newspaper enterprise. Suddenly, however^ 
a revolution takes place. Providence provides him with an appoint- 
tnent. He becomes an official; and whether that ap^intmentbe so 
high as that of Cabinet Minister or so low as that of nupald taster 
of oats* milk at the local work house, he immediately changes his 
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depoi'tnioDt towards the press. He adopts a mysterious and dignified 
air. He denies the right of the press to pry into the secrets of hia 
defiortment, or to publish anytliiug about it oaeopt of a highly 
laudatory character, if anything of a highly laudatory cluii'ao* 
ter M piiblLahoElt lie does uot gratefally tliiink the editor^ but 
aooopts it without any norsomil acktiowleLlgmcut as being nothing 
moro that is due to hiiS on the part of the press. If he sends 
any news about his doporlmoiiL to the press, he expects it to he 
puhllshod entire, and tlio editor to be ver 3 '^ grutid'ul fur paying Tioth*^ 
iug for what is moiitJy advortisemont iiiattoi'. These ridatioua 
coiiUnue, until something u publisfied criticising him; then ho 
assumes an air of outraged ituthority, ami declares that the piTfif* 
ought to ho jnu^zlcil. It betannos a grievaneo wiUi him that the 
press has far too mneh license. Ho studios the law of libeL To 
syinpathetie friends he bewails tbe good ohl times wlion editor# were 
horae-whijiped and made to stand in a ]ullorv witli Ihoir nostrils 
slit open* Ho insisU that all men holding oftieo, whether as Prime 
Minister or as public hister of cats' milk ut the workhouse, ought to 
bo]»rotected against the libehuusand licentious criticismof irres^iousU 
bio frivolity. The attitude continues the \Nholfl tiiuo ho is a Jack 
in office. At length he drops out of it or U kicked from his posit ion, 
and becomes an iiiolatod and ttiiLickctlcd itvin of bunmtdty again, 
Then by degrees ho believes once movi'! In Lliu press ami is grateful 
for any crumb of recoguiliou that throws a gleam upon his obaicurity 
or enables him to wage controversial wurlare with tho&o who bavc 
replaced him in office. ' 

Human nature is pretty nnarly the Kamo all iho world tivcr, 
and if sufficient powder were given to onr (1 ladrilones and Bulis- 
burys, we should see in this country a t^imilar itjH^ctatde to that 
which occuri'ed at St* i^ehsrsburg a fi^w day?^ ago when tbo 
rag-tag and bob-tail of Kussian journali'^in I'ollowerl Kraevsky 
to the grave* Autocratic Governmeut and a iVeo ]>res3 cannot 
exist sftde by uide in the same country. It iminml for any man 
who cannot beat hts adversary ii[ pi'iiit^abovi* all if the enemy is 
publishing secrets—to wish to silence him by pupprossing the 
jicwspajter; and if ho possesses sufficient pow('r to do so, ho simply 
sjmb him up at a stroke. Then, if both Cilitor ami enemy protect 
and ’'show and ho happons to jjosscris stiflic lent power, ho 

disposals of Iheir resistauco once for all by packing Uiem both off 
tu prison or exile. All Lins is very natural, and 1 frankly declare 
that if 1 were a Hussiaii Minister I should niihesitatingiy close all 
coiitroverstos in this simple Eind summary fashion, Controvei^ies 
always are a nuisance. You never convince your oppouout, and it 
is alwayea matter of doubt whotlier you have succeeded in couviuc- 
ing the public. There is never any doubt about tlic result when 
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you suppreas a newspaper and paek off a critic to Siberia» All 
ar^uinCufc is ended at a stroke^jou are left in peace ; yon have 
the pleasure of feeling that yoor enemy has had the worst of it; 
tmd if there is any murmuring at all^ you have the satisfaction of 
knowing tliat the public fully appreciate and rocognise your power^ 
which b always a source of ple:isure c%^eii to a public taster of cats’ 
milk supervising hut a single purveyor, . 

When therefore any English ofhcial or politician shakes his 
head and hcinimns the existence of grinding tyranny in RuBsiut 
as witueas a gigged press^ I always tap liiTn on the shoulder and 
exclaim : My dear sir, if you wore a Itnssian tMnovnik you 

would keep dawn the proas iu a precisely similar fashion. 
Only it so happens that in, this country the press happens to be 
powerful enough to keep English ichinovnih in their proper place," 
No man fought harder tlian Kroevsky to eskthlish U^e frfeedom of 
the press in KussiUi His newspaper, the was suppresf?ed 

whhont uumberf tiiarted when liberal ideas (kindly see that 
tlio printer spells liberal with a litUo ** 1,’* as our Liberals have 
ever been most illiberal In their viewj^), were fashionable in Russia 
the Golt)$ rapidly became the leudlng St* Petersburg newspaper, 
as inucli by virtue of its excellent supply of news as by the publica¬ 
tion of admirable artioles. The paper was well pL'iiite(f, well edited, 
well subscribed to, aud was, in a word, a papier of which auy country 
might be proud* By playing off one Minister against the other, 
KjMfivsky always had acitiebody or other to help him out of a 
'^ci'Jipe, and lor lifteen yours enjoyed remarkable success, Whou 
the eouflict with Kihilif^m, commeuced, however, the authorities 
bceaine more rigorous and Kraovsky more restive, and at length 
the rouilict culminated in a shurp passage of arms, resulting in the 
fttial suppression of iho nowspa])er* An attempt was mado by re- 
]irinting it in the same Kt.yle, but with a differout editor, to evade 
the edict, The Govcruineut, however, was determined to have 
done with Kraevaky iu any form, and suppressed the new shee^also. 
Aficr this, Kraevsfky abandoned journalism, a soure^f aud ruined 
man, and devoted himself to oducfltion. Becoming a member of the 
Peteraburg School Board, ho infused such energy into that body 
that, wfiereas when he joined it, there were only Id schools, there aro 
now 250 at the Eussian eapitnl. By his will he ]iM bequeathed con- 
i»iderablc sums to tlio uDtversities and scientiSc societies; while 
his valuable collection of manuscripts are given to the Imperial 
Public Library. So terrorij^ed, however, is the press that in 
describing his career, no attempt has been made to discuss his 
many years' activity as an editor. It would be dangerous to do 
so; for if there is anything more calculated to depress an educated 
Russia, it is the miserable newspapers that have taken the place of 
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the Q 0 IO 0 and represent te-day the pregs of Russia It is enough to 
'make a man a revolutionary to look at these miserable rags* The two 
principal newspapers' at St. Petersburg—the Novoe Vremyct and 
iVowoit*—manage to live at all, because they novor oritidw the Gov¬ 
ernment, publi^ no nows in which any official is couoeraed, and 
serve up intelligence in the form of a dry calendar of events* The 
Motcoio is no bettor* Add the Odessa VestnOs and 

the Tifiis Vesinik, and one has eichausted the list of Bussian. 
newspapers worth opening at all, Frovinelol sheets such 
as the Saratof Vestnik are mere official gazettes with 0 few foreign 
telegrams thrown in* Jfi all Siberia, there is no newspaper beyond 
those official raga ; there h only one official rag in all Turkistan ; 
there is none at all in the new Transcaspian proyii^ce, nor yet again 
in the province of Kars, although, 10 years have elapsed since 
it was wrested from barbarous Turkish rule. If the contents of all 
the newiii>apers in the Bussian Empire were boiled down, there 
would be less news in the result at the end of the week than one 
would find in Lloyd’s, while the bniin matter ia all the articles 
would, if condensed, be found inferior to a single article in a third 
rate English provincial newspaper, written by some reporter just 
commencing his career. To one accustomed to the English press 
the inanity and imbecility of tbe Itussian }ircss is positively appall¬ 
ing. Autocrat^'' has been spl end idly successful in its conhict with 
the press, Order rotgus at Warsaw but to the non-official 
EngLishmon it would seem far better to bo Quooo-*Empress of the 
Jungle of the Native press of India^ however wild thA growth, than 
Czar over such a journalistic Desert of iSahara. 

It is because I have wandered among the ruins of the Eusaian 
press that I am dead foe to any attempt to clip, compress, or confine 
the Native preas of India. Far bettor any amount of open treason¬ 
able froth in print than secret plottings and dynajuite. Given a 
choice of a gagged press with the everbisting foar of assassination and 
a frA preset full of disaffection, but without auy fear of the knife or 
homb^ and I imagine that the Viceroy would iuSnitcly prefer the 
latter. When bnrcj^ucracy, however eulightened, begins to meddle 
with the liberty of the press, one can never tell where the interfer¬ 
ence will end- 1 am a great believer in allowing people to let off 
etoam* It is far better that a hundred howling orators should 
preach sedition, socialism and atheiatn on a 8an<iay to indifferent 
and unmoved crowds m the East End^ than that London should be 
cursed with a quiet, orderly Sunday, plus the lurking Nihilist 
assassin at every dark corner- Indeed, lost Sunday nighty after 
having heard six street preachers in snccesaion dilate gloatingly on 
the horrors of Hell-fire which a merciful God had prepared for all 
humanity not sharing their partiGulnr views of religion, it was rather 
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a pleasure and a relief te hear the seventh arjgiuti|f that there was 
no God at all, and no eternal puniahmnnt. One fait that after ail 
there was a chance of something else except perdition for the 100 
millions of Russia and the 3G0 millioDs of fndia^ who appeared to 
have no oxiatence in the comprehension of the bawling aii: evangel- 
iiibii. It does not necessarily follow that a newspaper of prim con¬ 
stitutional views ia always a hle^tng to a country^ or a disaffected 
one always a carsOi An illustralion, which may'appropriately be 
termed a ‘'striking*’ ono^ has occurred in connection with the great 
strike this When it commenced, that pattern of prudeneo 

and propriety* the sided with tlio men, and stronf^y urged 

tho dock director^ to yield to tiicir demands. Moro than this it 
did not attempt to do^ For days it left them uasapported hy any" 
other leading article, at a moment, too, when powerful persistent 
pressure might have stoppcii* the conflict ; and although its news 
colomns conbriined heart-reudlog accounts of tlio sufferings of tho 
women and chiMren of tho 100,000 men out of work—out of work in 
the city which the Titties reproseiits^it could only open its column 
to a long appeal (prmfced m large typo) for funds to “preserve 
the ancient moniimonts of Egypt ^itch a[>palling callousness for 
' the starving living, and solicitudo for the rubbish of tho de¬ 
parted deaf i, was htoidy for soLUL'I'agan rag published in China. 
On tho otiior hand tho half penny Irish evening paper—a paper 
reeking with disloyalty to an extent never surpassed hy any disaf¬ 
fected Babu pajaer in India ; a paper that an Indian censor would 
have suppress^yl over and over ugatn ; a pupor whose editor would 
in Russia, liavo been packed off to Sibcrhi long ago ; a paper whoao 
parochial sontimouts on foroijrn and coLonial affairs have mode rno 
many a time throw it out of the railway window in disgust—this 
traitorous sheet starteil a subsoription for tho wives and childran 
of tho poor English (not the poor Irish) strikers, and in a few days 
gathered £5,000 for tliom. When a disloyal Irish paper thus does for 
English people what a loyal English paper oinits to do, one feels 
grateful to God that there is no censorsnip in Englandf and,*that 
generous, if wrong-headed, publications can ffonrish, as well as Much 
organs of Fodsnappery as the TVm^r. Appreciating to the fullest the 
blessing of sneh freedom in this country, I am ^ relentless foe to 
every attempt to establisli a censorship of tho press in India. 

It is interesting to note that while Autocracy has asserted itself so 
thoroughly over discontent in Russia that the press hardly exists now 
at nlli press in this country has gained so muoh on PaTli ament 
and the Crown that it is rapidly becoming the most powerful factor 
in the realm. No one can have watched the recent disooBsiona 
in the press, of all shades of opinion, on the Royal grants^ 
without being struck with the remarkable froedotn of nttenmeo 
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aud oonaoioTiBnass of latent strength displayed b}r the editors* One 
felt in gluneing through the papers that if in Russia the people are 
the puppet of the sovereiga, in this country the sovereign is the 
puppet of the people. Towards Parllameut, the press ^opts an 
attitude wdiich is deeply interesting. It is not content with everlast¬ 
ingly writing it down, but it eserciaos functions of censorship which 
are increasingly gnllipg to M* F**s* In Russia if the (iovornmeat 
is displeased with a uewspu|ier, it supprosses it ; ami the matter 
that was lo have moved the public mind, perishes in the limbo of 
the Censor Oifico, In England, if a nowf^^mior is displeased with 
a Farlkiincutary debate, tlio be liter pitches the telogi'aphic report 
into the waste-i>apor basket^ and tlie wfsiioui of ilie legislatoi's [>er- 
ishes in a similar fashion in the limbo of the Editorial Uthco* Every 
year the nowspa^^ers devote and less spacer to Parliameiit. 
Once upon a time the press was not allowed in tlm House at. alb Dr. 
Jolmsott.had to suoak” the debates* Eroui listenicg at tho haok 
door, tho reporters wore allowed admittance by dogrees by way 
of the front eutrituce, but their uuniber was limltf^d. In time, they 
became so nuinerous that the the gallery had to be repeatedly enlavg- 
od* The climax was roacbod ten yecirs ago, when the mania fur 
publishing Parliamontary reports in full reached a head. Then the * 
press * To and out'" FarLiainent, and luiving become alJ powerful in, 
the Huuso, began to retort upon previous opjircssion by hustling 
M* P*'s out of tho newspaper column?* A policy of suppressiou 
set in. The editor of one of largest newspapears iu tbo provinces 
who was dining with me a few days ago, told me, in discussing this 
change, tliat whereas ten years ago he h;u[ his own reporters ia the 
house, and two special wires, spending £1,^ 00 a year on telegraph* 
ing tho debates, he does not now spend £.'>0* InstemJ of several 
commns of matter, only half-a-column or three-quarters is published, 
and thus a whole night's debate only filters to tlie public 
through the article of the leader-writer. The enormous power 
thus exercised by editors and leader-writers is obvious j for the moat 
powejrfal speech becomes of no avail if an editor makes np his mind 
not to print'dt* On the otlierhand while tho 9Utes^]na1l or politicipn" 
is allowed only a few lines or no space at all, the editor or the leodor- 
writer addresses th^ public in a whole colamn. lu this manner 
the editor is bound to exercise more influence tlian the M. P* 
Bach a transfer of power from Parliamout to the press, is not taking 
place without a deal of grumbling on tho part of politicians^ some 
of whom even print their own speeches and circulate thein gratia 
in the hope (rarely realised) that the editor wOl |pve them place ip 
their columns* This is inde^ a piteous change ^om the time when 
editors used to he thrown into prison if they dared print a speech at 
^1. What would become of Forliamont if the newspapers boycotted 
it altogether? 
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LondoNj Sep^mher 20th, 1889^ 

Jiiun^ iii6 other ni^ht at a club vrith a unmbor of pooplo, 
arnoii^ wJjiotii were a young officer from Queita and a young 
Kn‘?sium official IVoin Pcl-ftrsburg* The officer had recently lived iti 
Hudsiii, in order to learn the htuguage, and had made ibero iho 
uc<juaintance of the St, I'etorrihurg otHcia] who had boon sent ta 
Louiifjn on u ini^^lon on hehulf of the department to which he belong¬ 
ed* iJoth hatl come to tho <ntib to mmi me. Soup was served* and 
I had hardly plunged my spoon into it, when The Inevitable Subject 
WHS trotted ont^th;^ Hussiun advance upon Indian In this wretched 
country* it is iho eu^tom when a man has made a mme in any 
pariitMihr Kuhjeet, for everybody to prod him with it after they have 
done with t}ic> wt^atlier; the supposition being that tho subject must 
oc;cupy every eliauihcr of Iiis mind, ho care about no 

■ other. You write, for instiineu* n vohimo on. The Classical 
Nomonclaiuro of the Iky Mo,” imdiu due proeoss of time, find your¬ 
self him oils. Thereupon, havitig hoeomo an ornament to society, 
you uro invh^d here and invited there to meet people who do not 
care a r:i[j altfuit Iho Iky Mo, hut wlio do earo to bo able to &ay that 
they lisivG met a iiinious author, and whorovor you go, you are 
prodded and poked witli all manner of silly, idiotic* and Bometimofi 
ulTon^ivo (juctjljons anont the subject that baa made you a celebrity. 
To one jjcrsou who liiis xcally read your work and can talk about 
tlio subject in a rational manner there ai^o ninty-nine who are cither 
bores or chatterors, Wbat am you to do with the Lady Tippensee 
who ajjproaoli you with “ Delighted to meet the distingmshed 
author of tho ' fJatllc liunehes of tho Iky Mo must bayo takw yon 
an age to write a book of such profundity ; so ohanniflg too; really 
such a plciwure to meet the autlwr face la face,” or who put 

on a gushing air of ignorance, and frankly tiling you that they 
know notliiug about the book, rattle on with an artless api>eal to tell 
tbom whiit it s all about and bo Ibrth ? Ah f fume is a dead sea fruit* 
Ilow many a healthy, hearty, happy young fellow goes ant to India 
detomiinoJ to never return hoinn lor good until ho wears the Grand 
Gross of the Star of Indin an his breast. Years roll on, and ho eon^ 
httek with a j^cy head and the glitteriog bauble ; but under the 
fitter there lies n swollen liver as heavy as lead and tho owner finds 
that fame is a poor rocomponao for having parted witli the power of' 
being blithe aud happy* ISolomon know something about liteniry 

J-7 * 
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life ifh&n ho s^id: “ Wonld that name enemy would write a book )” 
He was well aware how a Ijon-huntine pubUc would boro his ©nomy 
beyond all ondurjmco as soon as tho book was out. In my oebo, I 
am doubly nnfortnnata. I have written a lot of books on the EnssO'' 
Indian jiuestion and a lot more on potrolenm; ao that wherever I e0 | 
in political, military, literary or commorcial circles, I am sure to w 
bntton-boled and laid dn the rack of interrogation» Personally 1 
hate both subject^: 1 feel a far keener interest in a hundred others ; 
but, no, X have been foolish enough to allow my name to bo branded 
with both, and 1 see no escape from being Lor^^d by everlasting ques- 
iioning about them until niy tongue gives its lost wag and faUa down 
silent in ita socket, Somo years ago when 1 was at Baku 1 was join¬ 
ed m a visit to the refineries there by an Englishman interested in 
the oil trtido. The smoll of a petroleum refinery is' not as delightful 
ns the heavenly odour that always gushfjs from Kimmeira when your 
nostrils pass that Lady's Paradise in the Btrand, 1 felt it so oppressive 
that! was on the point of gasping : What a confounded gtenchr* 
when iny companion threw open liia chest, snuffed in the smell with 
a glowing face, and e:s.claiined; This is a delightful odour; it puts 
new life in me I’' He loA^ed the odour because he scented gold in it. 
Years ago 1 knew a commercial traveller who had to call n^n 
manufacturers of manures. At first bo loathed the bnainosa, out 
Laving found it lucrative, his taste changed the other way, Oiv9 
evening 1 called upon liim. He was sitting at an open window, ouU 
side which were pots couLdning roses, mignonette, and other sweet* 
smelling fiowera. But the odour that greeted me '^'as not of the 
rose, but of decayed bone .and blood ^ nnd I wondered where on 
earth it came from, when the coitunercial traveller, removing his pipe 
from hia mouth and laughing heartily, replied to my enquiring eyes 
and the writhing handkerchief concealing my ofifended nostnla by 
pointing to tho pots, the surfaco of which were covered with a to^ 
dressing of somebody*& patent nianuro, and excloimod; “ I sprinkle 
it on Sundays inside the pots and like to sit within reach of the smell, 
It seems to J^ring mo luck/' 

■^j 

1 suppose, therefore, I ought to be equally fond of the subjects 
with wMch my name is identified, and loot obliged at evetybudy 
butting mo with them when I dlAe out; but if the confessiou must bio 
made, I prefer having nothing to do with them when 1 stir from my 
study- The French say that one gobs tired even of partridgea if one 
has them too often. But if the partridges pall upon the guests, how 
a^ut the poor cooks in the kitchen F Ilow donply hard their fate, 
th^ are made to eat their everlasting partridges as well as cook 
tiaem. Yet that is too often on author^s experience* Our friend, the 
Iky Mo man, for instance, spends all day cooking the classical 
nomenclature of the Iky Mo in his study, and on going out at night 
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to ilmo and enjoy lumself^ iinda himself compelled to eat Iky Mo 
with every dish eerved round the table. Xs it wonderful that bo 
many clever men turn pessimisU P Were it not for a stern datennina* 
tion to be jolly nndor any eircoinstances^ I should survey the world 
tbrouj|i[b an inky medium, so unutterably bored do I feel at times at 
having; my inovitablo Bobjecta everlastingly ladled over my nnofFend* 
ing bead. However, there are exceptions to eve^ rule, and in the 
particular case to which 1 refer, although we crossed the Caspian 
with our soup, examined Herv with the fish, discussed the defence 
of Herat during tho chose a fighting ground on the Helmund 

white eating uie roast, and partici pated* in tho smash np of the 
British defensive line during the interval between the sweets and 
cheesOi^the officei entered into tlio spirit of the question so vlgorons* 
ly ilut the conversation foi; oneo imparted a relish to the dinner. 
Bat there was one remark he made tliat struck me very much at the 
time. He confessed to me very frankly that, although ne had been a 
couple of years at Quetta and another in Russia, hehod mode no at¬ 
tempt at all bt> Btudy tlie qiiestioti of Indian defonco, My work,'* 
he said apologetically, '‘would bo to fight, not to plan—that would he 
the task of tho older hcodij of the army; but there are some things 
yon have montionod that have struck my fancy, and I should like to 
work them out and make them known when I get buck to India 
Thereupon 1 rocomm ended ho should do ibis in the form of a properly 
prepared pamphlet as being the quickest method of educatiiig military 
and press o[iinfon, and to encourage him I appealed to bis self-interest 
by pointing “out a powerful pamphlet might not ha without 
infiuoneo on his promotion. On wMcIi he remarked; /‘Excuse mo, Mr* 
Marvin, Haying it, bat 1 think you are putting this on rather a low 
and sordid level. I feel I ought to do what I proposed doing, not from 
nnyacLfiah personal motive, but out of shoor love for my count]^,” 
*'I am inexpressibly deliglitod to hoar you say so,” I replied, “If I had 
been discussing the matter witli our Russian friend across the table, I 
should have appealed to his patriotism to induce him to carry out 
what you proposed doing, and ho would have understood me.# You' 
hare mixed with Russians and know how intensely patrJbtic they are* 
But when you appeal to an Englishman on patriotic pounds, you 
speak a language that perished with his ancestors* The present 
generation has only a dim idea of what patriotism really is/^ 

The officer had done more than merely loam the laugnago by 

ra to Rtissia; he l»ad caught a little of that patriotic spirit whidi 
ielightful and refreshing after the shallow short-sighted sordid 
veiwa that predominate in London* When my Russian Menda talk 
to me about my books, they ask me how far I have been snocessf^ 
in exercising infiuence wiUi them. When my English friends talk 
about them, they enquire what 1 have made by the booksi inEuenoe 
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tJoTtnts for so long ils plenty of cuslv ha:3 como in, Jf, iti 

talking RussianH, I montlop ibid I publishotl Biioh and Bueh h 
book »t a ttud rflsolvod beibreliand to piibli&li it at any cost, 
tJvon at a becuudol folt iin]:te]led to do sofrom motiTos of patriot¬ 
ism, 1 Siiy BO frooly and frankly, l>eoaiHo 1 know that ninoty-nino 
out of oYcry hundred Hjirsjiiaus ^*ouUl do tho Siuno if in my jilaeoj 
and that there is nothing romarkuhle in their eyes in my explanation^ 
If, however, 1 am pressed in this country to explain why I Itavo 
j>or3btod in writing and publishing a hook at a loss, my tongue hosi- 
tateato reply with the vrord *' Tatriotism/' because to ninety-nino 
out of every hundred Englishmen, a man who wastes his time on 
patriotism instead of spending it in milking money is a lot Id is fc or a 
simpleton, Tho average Englishman cannot UJnlorsianJ such an 
explanation or he doesn’t believe it. The appreciation of patriotism 
whieh pervades Russian society, from the T/ar to tho poasnttt, and 
Dounifeste Itself in a thousand delightful forms in llussian literature, 
Iho press, and in every circle in the oa[dtitl, as tin iimyng higli 
and low in the provinces, is altogether non-oxbtciit in this coimlry. 
Wc can toacli India many things, hut she will have to apply to 
Uuijsia to learn how to ho patriotic. 

As a petroleum export^ I am brought in contact with all manner 
of commercial people, because ]>eti oleuin is an industry with rami' 
hontious in every direction aiid eaiLsen mo to be coiistilicd by finan*- 
ciers, abip-builders, railway engineers, mauufacttircr'^ of pjjjcri atul 
tanks, woil-borcrs, lampmaKia's, oil brokers, cheinists, ntanagerrt, 
and represeutatives of other trades and occu[jaUoiis. From petroleum 
the con vernation often turns to i>olitics, and tbe opinion I expresa ia 
not that ot a soured reel use but uf a iiioru or less man of the worhl 
when 1 assert that so little folding of genuine love of niy land exists 
among iho comincrcin-l tdasses of this country, thut^ wore our reiou- 
tion of Indlu simply and solely aii intt^Rst of thoso classes, and ntjt 
of tho nia^aes, ( would tioI lift, my little finger to prevent the llus- 
eiaus ^lickiug U3 out of onr Kastern Empire. Nojhc Rritish nior- 
chant and the British maiiufuctnrer are not ]jatrluti<;. They never 
turn iheir face towaivis the Almighty auJ ileclaini in the grand 
old passionate langoagc of the inspired Psalmist:—If 1 forget 
thftOf 0 Jerusalem, let my right liaud forgot ita cunning*** 
Such patriotic feeling as this is beyond their comprehouaion* 
They are merfl cosmopolitan money grubs* The notion that men 
of means are the safest gnardians of English honour h a sheer 
fallacy. Was there ever a Parliament in which tho capitaliat and 
tho ahopkotiper wore hotter represented than in tho Gladstone 
Govcrtmient of 1880-85? It was essentially a Parliament of the 
cotnmercial classefl, and distinguished itself by adding Maiwand, 
ili^uba Hill, Tokur, Sinkat, Khartoum and Penjdoh io the black roll 
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of Ji^D^lbh liliiniliatiilo* And who rolioved us of thu QuldatoDiau ia- 
Not tho commerolai cliisheij; but tho iniisaotj* ^ Tiio niuintiut 
tlio mosaics got a votcj thoy drove out iho (iludatooiiuis, bag mid 
baggage, and taught Euglish p^o^efi^^iunal politicUns a ieti&un wliioli 
has uot been forgotten since. 

In India, you have many Engjisli nicrciianls yho, ii the Una- 
siana broke through Quetta, and the people ro^o lu revolt, would bo 
totally mined. They have thcfeibi'o HuineUiing more than ii pure¬ 
ly platonic interest in the preservation of English riilo In India. 
Now the adoption of uilequato iiioiLsureJ for saieguarding India 
from Bussin by tlio ludirin Government is only ]tossible il' bimia 1 k> 
projtcrly supported by the authorities at Jioriio, and tbtt proper 
port in turn is only likely to^bo given if tlio lieiiie authorities l>e sup¬ 
ported and pressed hy public opinion. Whoever endeavours to edu- 
t:aUi Euglian public oinnioH to a keen scuso of the nocossity of sup- 
poitiug the llojue Government in any measures it may order Situlu 
to eseoiite to s:ifeguajd ludJa, ought, tlierel'ore, iu theory, to enjoy 
the sympathy of the commercial clieiscs out them, who fatten and 
batt<!n on India. Yet so far imm this beiug mally the cftso, 1 have 
mifortimatnly to admit that while I have received hundreds of letter^ 
I'rom working nieu thanking mo I'or what 1 have done on behalf of 
ludiiiu defenco, I have never y«t, in tlie whole course of my political 
career, received a Mnglu similar letter from auy Englishmau of busi¬ 
ness in thwKiL'4. Happening to mention this to ArmLuiua Vamb<Sry 
when last in Kugland, ho told me that lus experience was precisely 
the same* Yet theday iih/orhe told mo this, two ox*commander3- 
in-chiof pnhlicly tcstilind iu Exeter Hall to the invaluable 
Hcrviee Vanihdry !iaJ reudered by educating them, as 'wcU as the 
public, in the great question of Indian defenee. Had Viiinbcry 
dono for Ilussia what he has done for England, tho Muacovito 
triuJers in Bombay, t^aleuita and JVIadnis would not have forgotten 
the obligation. To have suitably acknowledged it vFould have been 
to them a matter of course—they would haro required no^hard 
proilding to render them gnitcfuh But it is diffei%nt with tho 
EngUsh commercial man at home and in India. Jle cannot understand 
n man doing anything and not making mouoy out of it, Tho 
light shlnotli In darkness and the darkness comprohendeth ft not.” 
The other day, I beckoned a porter at fjiinnon-street station to take 
my Qladstono.’* “ Excuse me, sir,” ha said, as he stood on tho 
step of tho carriagop'* but what might those papers be,” point¬ 
ing to luy usual litter in the corner. Russian chiefly,” J replied. 
** Re rejoined, WeVobeon wondering what they wore. I've often 
taken thoin out of the carriage.” When we reached the counter of 
the cloak-room ho ohserveii my name on the bottom of tho bag and 
oKcnsod liimsetf again fur askiiig tho quoa^^oii, but was I the Charles 
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Marvin who^ &c., running on into compliments, which 
1 out short oa qoiok ns I could, for If there h anything 1 dislike 
more than to be borod with talk about my boots, it is to 
be bored with talk about myself, Howcvcrj this (wrier was 
not a commercial footpad, Bpooning Qap-doodle down the threat 
of my vanity while stealing all ho could of my brains; but was 
an ox-soldier, wlio bad marched from Kabul to Kandahar 
and had taken a far more intelligent interest in what it was all 
about,'’ than tbo young officer 1 bivo referred to at the head of tliis 
letter. Ho told me the books ho had road—cnrifrusly compre¬ 
hensive list^and he referred at length to my popular three-peony 
pamphlet Russians I’owor of Attacking India," “I saw it at Stone- 
ham *s in Cheapsido oiio day,” ho said ‘‘and it pas just what I 
wanted, beoauae the chaps were alt arguing about India, and some¬ 
how authors don^t seem to be able to hii their lingo and go straight 
for Lhoir hearts like you do, sir, f bought four copies of that pjnn- 
plilet, and they wore all worn to rags* Here’s one of them," produo* 
lug a well-thumbed and dog-carcJ copy from his jacket pocket. 

And this was the kiud of niau, i1;c mau of the masses, the Con¬ 
servatives were afruiil to give tlio vote to, for fear ho should be unpa¬ 
triotic and lot the Kinjuro fall to pieces This man had spent a "hob” 
on tho dofcuce of India, What proj>orlion that '^bob” bore to his 
average incomo I cimuot say; hut 1 will ask this—has any Kngliidj 
merchant in India ever done !is much in proportion in his incouLO us 
that Gail non-street poricr, * 
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London, Octoher lUhy 

T ni? oiri JWjj of Printing Hoim-square has suddenly become 
conscious of iho existence of llnssia. During the past week it 
has publislied more telegrams frem correspondent at 0t, Petersburg 

than it had <loue the wlmlc of the previous six mouths, Por!ia()i 
tbe till] which was so empty a short time ago that the shaTeholders 
of the TinxGs liar! to bu Jeuted their current dividends, hag beau 
uncxpectodly replenished. Or may be, Mr. Buckle has gone on hia 
holidays^ and some other suckling of journalism has token Lis place, 
who considers tliat the universe contamg other countrieg besides 
Ireland, Whatever the cause, it is refreshing to read a little nou* 
Irish news in the and not have to wait for Kuaslon intelligence 

until the St, Petersburg japers arrive four days after the event* 
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Two iteiiia of dows this week are of particular im|K>rtancc. One ia 
the eularj^ement of the army of the Canea^iis; tlm other the projeclfd 
constraction of u Ra!5siaii railway to Meshed* Both have an impor-^ 
taut bearing on the defence of India and the future of Armenia, but 
this fact is apparently mknown to the V/mej, wli ch h»s not published 
tt line of comment on the intelligence, although it has managed to print 
eight leading articles oii Ireland in the last f^ix days. I do not knew 
how such assiduous cultivation of little iuterCEts, and scandalous 
neglect of great ones, may strike Indian readers ; but it seems to 
me that from the point of yiaw of puti iotistn the Ttm^s^ is quite as 

S ^reat an offoildcr against tlio welfare of the Empire as Messrs» 
Darnell, Bealy, O’ConDor, Oonnyla^aro aull Tanner. Jn its columns 
the Times allows no platform for anybody who hits not something 
to say uljout Ireland, IL charges the Ilomo Uulers with attempting 
to pull down the Em] a re, snd yet there is no paper which so 
ecamUlonsly neglects iho interests of that Emjnre as the I'itnes. If 
wo lost Irelaml, not iui English wo iking in an would he thrcfWn out of 
work : if we lost India, millions would bo involved m ruin. Yet 
while columns arc devoted to the consIJcraiion of some wild Ir^^h 
speech, calculah^d to do no real harm except to the raving orator 
wbo delivered it, the approach of the Uusriau locomotive to Meshed, 
wdthin easy disance of that new frontior which Lord Dufferin 
recently warned us we nmst 6ght lor, rather than permit it to bo 
pierced, is treated as a matter of not the slightci^t importance* How, 
after almost d*'iily insiaucos of similar neglect of En^and’s Imperial 
interests, tlio 'limes can bo pci'mitted to }iose as a saviour of tho 
Empire, is beyond my com prelum si on* fclpoakiug oa one wbo is fotally 
devoid of all feeling of synipathy oj liking for Mr. rarncU and 
his followers, 1 rand ally coiLlhsft that 1 hcj^c Llic 1-igott libel case will 
result in the vonioval of tlwj Tnnes from Ihe sphere of English jour- 
naJiein* JuJiiin xoaderss know only of tho j^crbihitonl negloct of India’s 
interests in tho Times or, what is worse, the incessant slanders of 
the Times' Ban goon corrospondcnt-*a scandal to journalism in gen¬ 
eral ; but they do not know, perhaps, that similar charges of neglect 
or gross unfuirucss cojnoa frojn ahnost every colony oyhe Erfl^ire, 
In its time the organ of middle-class cusseducss/'as a Yankee 
friend of miuo always terms the Times, has -done a considerabJe 
amount of good, but it bas also wrought on enormous amount 
of evil. Not the least of these has been the keeping open the sore 
between England and Iroljnd instead of trying to hoal it. 

The Rusaian railway to Meshed I forecasted in your columns 
some months ago* It has long been a pet idea of Prince Dondukoff 
Korsakoff, and the Prince mostly raanageB to got his pet ideas carried 
into effect. Tbe proposal, aa now put forward, is more important 
than it was in tho earlier stage. The original idea was to ntiliie 
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tlie military rotid lias GjiihIkj^I fram Askabad to the Persian 

frontierj and carry on tlio line in that direclion to Meshed. This is now 
im[)roveJ upon by the projtosal to not from Asknbad, but from 
Dushukj whero the Transcaspian Railway strikes off in tho opposite 
direotion* towards Merv* This would involve only ICO miles of 
lino Instead of SJOO ! it woiihl "ive Russia two roads to Meshed-^ 
nauiclj u railway and ^ military road ^instead of a railway only; 
it wouU enable troops from Turkestan and Merv to bo thrown wiih 
j^reater ease into J^lesbed, anti it would tie by a railway the f^rent 
natural fortress of Kolat-i-NaJiri with Meshed + and any future rail¬ 
way os to iision,s in tho direction of India. It does not reijuire inucli 
knowledge ofmilihiry iiAairsta recognise that such aline wonld im¬ 
mensely develop Ru^sia^s atUieking power on tho AfghiLH confines* 
A It] to ugh tho Russian flag might not for a tirnc wave ovcir Meshed* 
that city would ospand under the induonco of Russian trade and be¬ 
come more and more a magazine for the ultiiiiato bciiefiL of any 
anriy passing through it iu ih^ future, houml for Herat and the 
Helrnuud. 

While Russia in planning tins strategical extension of tho Trans¬ 
caspian Ihnlwuy tct Mushed, mid eons 1 rue ting beyond Smiiarkfund 
tho final motion of the lint* to Tasidicut, she is also devoting atUmLieii 
to file iniprovemouiof till* starting point on the Ca^piau. Tins matter 
lias been for some tune past on tlio <!!it[]ot* T!ie Port, of Axouii Ada* 
in CDinnion with the previous starting point of Mikluiil Uosk* has 
never given eoinplote salisEaction* and a partial decision has been 
arrived at to extend tlie railway from Mol la Jvari to Knisnovodsk, 
i) 1 miles further wc^t, and make use of that naturally cxta llenl har¬ 
bour* Regardiug the merits of Krosnovodsk* General AiincukolT 
has never had any serious doubts, hut it has always Ijcou bis poliey 
to push tho line onwards fo Sainarklmnd and Tashkent, radier t.limi 
to spend money on a substantial starting point; for, had lie obtained 
money fur the latter, Ibo extensious mlgbl liavc been put off for a 
long time for linaneial ^^ia’^ol^s, whereas now that Bokhara and 
t^anpirkbund are joined to the tCaspian, bis onciny tlio MiuisUir of 
Pinuucc IS xnuble to with stand the el amour of traders and generals 
to give so important a line a proper ^^ort. in this manner, outside 
clamour does for Aduenkoff what be would have hud to have dono 
Iduiself by jirivutc official pressure, had be mode tlie line from Mol- 
la Kari to Krasoovodsk first, instciMl of the sooUons from Merv to 
tho Oxur^ and from the Oxua to jijantarkhand* There has thus bccit 
a method iu the general s ijnpfjtiioaity and <1 is regard for solidity of 
construction which is wortliiy of the highest praise. 

With regard to the luorease In the army of the Caucasus, I 
would like to sec tlio fra^^j^annonneing tfie cfiungo before express* 
ing any opinion on its strategical sigip^cation. To a certain extent* 



TS£ DiSOOTERd RUSSIA, 


135 


it woultl appoar that Tlu^sia who deplotod tlio ^^arrison of tho Cau- 
ca:4U;^ Isist antuu>n to mass a powerful force od the Aastro-QorniaJi 
frontier, liiw a;f:uu expiLi^led the Oaiica^iaa army. The real momica, 
therefore, is more iti tUo direction of Vie ana than Eraeroum; 
hot at the same time when tho position of tho new roitiforcomentsi 
U known, a light will probably be tlirown upon Hn^aian aims in 
Annonia* It liJts boon a ootoworthy foatnrt> of Un^sian palioy, that 
ever since the Treaty of Borliii, the IV.ar dono nothing to 
disturb the Jilatns quo on the Asia Minor bonhjr* Turkey bos been 
left all tlieso ^oars unbara^sed by any luetiacing movuiiiants on ouo 
rildo of the lVo!itjer\ or insidious Letrigdeg on tho other. If she has 
not av.iiled herself of this eleven years of griiuo lo put her bouso in 
ordor, ^jlio alooo h to blantc. Latterly, Uio disorders in Arinonia 
iui Vo O'Wei ted a fjtrong feeling in Kni'O ]>0 against the Tt irk, mid it is 
not wonderful tli;it it ^lionhf s[)road also to Russia where Lheie h a 
largo ami influential Ariitenian painilatimi. At present, l^ussia may, 
or may not, b:tve decided upon hor future policy in that quarter ; 
but ouo thing 1F5 pretty certain I 11’^ Euglaiid ]iers>ists in doing as little 
;is she is doing now to protect the AnrieiiUius^ and ihe Kurds oontimio 
their niisdiajds^ the ground wall be pnqmrod for an Armenian re** 
volt, inwhieli ease tiiem would )a> a tlanger of Itussian military int^^r- 
ihrouce. iVo oiio would (ipjjoso such an intervoni ion more than my¬ 
self ; but the tael remains tiniT. by our cold and negative policy in 
Ash) Minor, we are doing our utiiu»st lo favour Kussia's iutnro for- 
ttiiuu The policy of PoJ.Huapprtu s pursued by England in the IHastsince 
Lord Dciicoirsfiebl died, is bound lobe productive of humiliation and 
bdliiro. Tlio Dtiiltf A/^ewft is doiiljtlo^'s trying to miiko party^capital 
outof tho atrocfilics in (Ircle ; luif ooneurreut tostliiiauy makes it 
(dear that coo rein a of a cruel chiirsudcr lias Ijcen employed by the 
Turks^ ai|il tho Tiin^^ and other (Tovormnoid- ]japors will not hide it 
from tho whom world dimply by boyeol ting tlio subject in their own 
itoUiinns. Knglisli politicians imagino that when they imitato Mr. 
Poilsuap and c:c;c1aim.' “ UotiT talk to me of Turkish atrooitles, tlie 
piibfic have had enough of thciu,that they sweep yio evi^^ut of 
c.\i>itoiico ; but the (xidWts and tho Arnicnians, to say tiotliing of tho 
ItnssiuQ^. take a very diiteront view of tho inisrute, and plot for tho 
JSiok j^r au"s dowiifalb Jlow can Salisbury, however, think out 
thonglitfully the Armenian ([iiostiou whou niiictiRon-twoTitiothg of 
his time U occupied in cogitating over the tricks and mancouvros of 
Parnell and Gladstone 1* 
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Londos, December 2Sth^ 1SB9* 

T he feiiaaian Minbtot of W;ir publishes every quarter a useful 
ah& interesting list of new books added to the splendid library 
of the 'General Staff* Whore navul and failitary matters aro concern-^ 
ed/the Kussiah Government is a generous spender of the public 
money, and is perhaps the most muniBeent patron of juilitarj libera- 
tnre'm 'Europe* For this reason* the list it publishes each quarter, 
of boohs purchased for the Goacral SUtff Library, is as comprehensive 
as any military student could desire, for it includes not only the 
best Kusaian books, but also the latest productions of Germany. Franco, 
Italy, England, Atherica and other countries. These bsts 1 have 
often held in my hand, and have rarely scanned them with out a certain 
feeling of humiliation that English military literature should occupy 
such an insignificant and paltry position side by side with that of 
otbor European ^tate^. It u hot simply that EnglaiKTis incompara¬ 
bly inferior to Germany, to Franco, and to Russia, blit she cuts a 
poor'figure even alongside Italy—a country of only yesterday^s 
creation, Onr officers turn out a fair amount of boohs on sport, 
and occasionally but at very rare interval a, a readable novel, but 
when'it conies to professional works dealing with the latest develop¬ 
ments of war, or histories of bygone operations, they di^lay a 
liunehiable‘want of energy and capacity* Informing our Empire 
jn yafions parts of the world, wc havo waged innumerable campaigns; 
yet'tdrlooli a^the meagre collection of mili^Ty histor es published 
during the'last ten yeafs* ono would fancy tnat tbo Empire was 
devoid of all military^^traditiona* The Russians, the Germans and 
’ffie French are always ’overhauling their old wars, and writing some* 
tiling fteah abontthem* In this country, our officers leave the task 
io OLviikh journalists, who ro-write them to omu&c little bdys and 
their nurses. To avoid going too far back into ancient history, if one 
wanted a good all-roond oritioal military hbtory of our wars in 
South Africa, or in Egypt, or in Burma or Afghanistan, where 
could one find it ? Mero bits of books, such as diaries, personal 
remiuiscences, and so forth, of ’each of our wars can be found by 
the carUIosd in second-hand bookshops, but where are tho general 
eurveys of the whole operations by the profeesional military critic F 
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Btigland ib constantly raonaoed by two poaaible —a ^laro- 

paan wa^ between the League of Peace on the one hat^d^ antf 
and France on the oth^r, in which h is hefi she would aimo^t 
suredly be involved; and an Asiatic war betwoeii Russia and Herself 
in regard to Pcmiu, Atghanistun or India. Theoretically tjie arniy 
should take a keen intcrost in both of these possible w&tBj but to 
jnJge from what military men have published j>n the subjeot^ a 
stranger might ituagiiie that they cared no mere for it than the dead 
warriors of Greooo and Romo whoso intere;it in mundane affairs 
passed away ago. Potalent military pedantSf likp Colonel 
Maurice, sometiiucs com[ilain of tho i^orance of tlie pnhlic Op; 
matters of Liiperial dofcuca. Wlioso fault is it ? What do military 
tuondo tooulig](,t(m Uh people ? Nothing. They complain thatthp 
public ii apathetic'^—about the Army ? Has tliore been a 
single dcccjit military work [mblishod tho bst ten years on the 
defence of ludiaP 1 don't moan mero incidental references tp 
Indian dcfeuco in ojcasional ijooks of travel; bnt a clear aU-rannd 
critical uf-count of tlio pu;jiUou of the two Poword in the East ? If 
there I have not scoti it. And if it haa not beonavaUuble for thp 
mstrmitioii of the public what right hive military pedants to abuse 
th^iL [mblie for being ignoniut, apathetic^ and devoid of patriotic 
spirit ? 


I am movei to a-ik those quasliioii'S by a work that has just been 
placed iu my BanJ.-t, It a Ijocjis written for tho public and nubiish^ 
eci by a popuTiir publi^sbcr (Li Lioutby and iSou) in order that the 
public may hoar of it, it, and buy It. it is culled Framl^ondm 
ti> Bokhara, aful a Hi fie throttyh Persia ; and the author is Colonel 
A, Lo Mesi^urior, K. E, wlu wrote ycarj ago a bald ucoouat of 
Kandahar lii79and afterwards a book on the water-birds ofindm. 
Colonel Le Mossmier had uccaslou to return to his duties in India 
iu 1887, and took iLie overlaml route vl^ Russia aud Persia as far 
as the Per-jiaa Gulf, branching off frotn the Caspian, while on the 
way. to hairo a look at the Trauscit'ipian railway and the tflty qf 
Bokhara. The book is a record of what he saw. 


I have headed this articloteen AnWs Dead, ora Journey 
ia Jerks to Bokhara,'^ because Colonel Lo Messuricr haa thought fit 
to adopt the immortal jerkey stylo of Mr. Jingle in Pickwick to 
convey to the public a l irgo amouutof information which the public 
already knows, and which would bo only fcosh to some duuc© of a 
country sc bool boy« What should we say if a Russian were to come 
to London and describe our Metropolis some thing after ihia 
B^le:—“Arrived in Loudon last night. Rail ways run into it, the 
nvermns out of it. The river is called the Thames, if runs Into the 
sea ; the sea into thaoceun, B jssej ply in the street, Penny fares 
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are cotniiipn: four farbhinge make a penny* Tlie houaeB are 'bnilt 
of brick—bricks are maTinlUctiired i>oni clays clay’s clajoy* Slept last 
night; had breakfast this rnorniDg—ham and eggs; cluckons ky 
eggs. Wont for u walk» Saw Trafalgar-sqiiare, with Nelson on a 
columnj Nelson k said to have beou killed at Trafalgar. lie was 
the son of his mother, filet Dr. B ■ Lunched at K's Then to 
the Tower* It is a- stone fortress, apjiurently an old ojie. They used 
to chop off ]:»eoplc s heotla there once. When they wore off they 
were not on. Dined at L’s, Bover.'il ludicii wore there. They ptll 
their food into their moutlis and chowcil 11 with their ttseth, l^ugh'sh 


ladies have thumbs on their Imnds, and lingers. M. poiuu^d out Wel¬ 
lington's monument we walked hack to the hotel. Wtlliogton is 
said to have won the battle oC Waterloo Waterkn is in Ihdgimiu 
The moon shone brightly. Boiiglit a box of luaLches in the street. 
It eontamed 67; when I had struck one there were 60 loft. All the 
rooms in Ihe hotel Imve doors, :ind the doors kindles. Tt ey have 
w indows us w'ell. M, told iiks that tlici'o aire scmietiuics fo^s in Lou- 


dau. Turned in at 12—twelve a'cl<^eki^ ndiinigliL Verv thvd atVr 


the oshrmsti VO survey of tiie dsiy* Fell ar^leep as soon as I ha{ilcrt 
off being awake. When 1 was aslecji my eyes vvero shut, and niy 
month upon, und 1 may luivc snored.” 


('olonel Lc Jlcs^uricr writes aThT this sora}>py ^lylc and j^jdns 
]>agc after page of short comi’imiiplnco iscnimcc?' svith^a coinphn^cjicy 
that requires to ho rudely awakutciL He Iravdlrd flirough iider- 
cfrt-ing conn tries and he saw iiitercsting sights^ yet Ih^ iviitcn as dull a 
hook as has probably ever ijeen written on I’eulral Asia. X o[iou 
the hook at random ami i'e]>rorluce a quarter of a page from page 
237— ** Visited some gardeiiH^ saw freseoe.s ir suTurncT-hoiiscS, Fatcli 
Ali Shah’s palace, etc* Dinner-pEirty a1 homo Wellses pretty 

Louse) tit wliich tlie Turkish Ainhiissador was prof^ent* Anotlier 
day devoted U^ writing English loiters for the mail-bag* ILmoivcd 
a l nice letter from Mr, Nieoj.son; he say.my mcnioraudom w ill 
go 1o-il,ay ‘liklled <m Mr. I'ratt, the American iiunisler. Break- 
fostotl with Prince Dolgorouki, meeting the ditlercnt othoors of the 
lliissiaii onikissy, V iMted some gardens of iho Shah.*' Take iho 
opposite l>age—‘*Princo Dolgorouki calk'd, also tlie Doloncl of the 
Kussiuii (JoSi^aoks. Went for a walk along the rampaiTs" hugo 
moimde of earth taken I'roin a vt^ry deep ditoh. Dined at Dr* 
(Idling's Jtud tliere mot- Dr* and Mrs. Torrens* of tile American 
31issiou. The next morning was spent at llio telegraph office* 
preparing notes of my ton to. LunenoJ with Captain Bin me r, of 
the Russian service, who is engaged to drill the Persians as gunners 
and Cossacks. Visited tlie Mo nob irk gardens and palace, and 
also a largo mosque/" and ho on page after pitge for 300 iimrtal 
pages* 
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Now what will the military critic in Bussia* Gterronny, or 
France say wlion ho takee up thin book, cipecting to hud it a study 
and a description of tho Ti'ansciis]iiaii railway and Persia and 
discovers it made up of a more jingle of note-book phrases. Fancy 
a tiolonel of the Eugiueera going idl the way to rdioran—a city 
where Ruissiiina and English may meet and fight aomo day—and 
sajdng al) he has to say about the defence of the jjapiUl of Persia 
in this Queen Atiue senteTicc: Went for a walk along the rampart 
—huge inoTuids of earth taken from a very deep ditch Why, a 
Volutit<^er drtmiincr boy^ iVesh from Idrt marbles could have written 
ti better account of the TeLcj'an Jeibiico Lifati that* 

Dr. Samuel (Johnson hihl it down as a prinetple that ** books 
of travel will Ui gootl in proi^ortioii to what a man has previously 
j]i lii-s mhuL As tho iSpanisli [irovcrlj : lie who would bring 
home the wealtli of iho Indies must carry tlic wealth of tho Indies 
wall him. So it h in iruvollhig ; a man nmi^t carry knowledge 
vvilli liiin if lie would bring hmno knowledge.” Judging from 
CColonel l*e Messiirier\^ vohano 1 shouhl say ihat ho was either not 
;i great reader or else that he sulferod from a singularly evaporo- 
tive inemorv* He hdls us \\hat lie carried in Ids trunk, but not 

•f * 

wliat, he fook in h\> head. The descrijdioiis of Kue^sui arc so bald 
anil meii.gro that 1 ijuestiou wJicther he has over road two hooks 
on the country. ^Vhcll^ ho got^ to the (Jaucasus, he copies a lot of 
fiKds from and tlio Sltiffmaa it Year B(fok\ to eke out 

iiin notes^ amf dovotea a chapter U> Baku, betraying an ignorance 
of all that has been puhlisliod on tlml idacc by a whole army of 
wiiLors that is siiujily culu:isab If au Aiucricau passing through 
j.undon just now wens to drive in a hansom to the South Motropo- 
lilan Gas Works in the old Kuni-road and after a few miuutos 
Tu^ll through the place, were to proceed to pen a chapter on tho 
(xreat Gas f^triko* willmut troubling ItirnsoU' in the least to rfad 
the smcouuts in tlie tuuvspapers of llio rise and progress of tlio affair 
pro|)ji.rcd by tiiaiiicd observers, what should wo exjojc^? A ^cro 
rough hearsay skckdi full of errors and iniseonce[dion3 all the more 
intoii^ified if he bitil never read any tiling dn Ids life about a 
workinau's Ftriko. This is precistdy what is cliiiractoristic of 
Colonel Le Mossuricr’a account of his travola* The reader sits 
down expecting, I will not siiy a banquet, but at least n juicy 
chop ; instead of which ho finds himself regaled with the weakest of 
water gruel. For instance, p^ngct b2 i “ The laily told me that 
hor grandsons had boon oducatod by an English governess. 1 uia^ 
a/lirwaffla laid that many of the children of the rich in Russia are 
taught English.” Every English boy who has read a single decent 
book of travel on Russia published within the last century knowa 
that Russian ehLltlvou learn foroign languages when young, among 
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them l yet we have this bit of A. Q. 0. of Aaiaiaa travel^ 

pat gravely forward aa 4 newly eoUeoted foot* Again^ page 118;— 
la paaaiag along tUo Akhol oasis towards Geok Tepe^ a uuLiibor 
of little towers were seen m vhich it Wfte said that Uio Ttirkomaas 
used to defend thouuelves agaiost the Periiatis riinaiag from ouo tp 
another when huril pressed- Now, within the lust few years, ut 
Least a snore of wrctere, English and Anssiau, have descrlb^i these 
rafago lowers, and Mr. Simpson published a fiae picture of them 
in the IllustraUd I^&rtdon Hfews. Vet we have the fact put forward 
as A new fact picked up in the train; uud even then put furward 
wrongly, for no F/ersian dared show his nose in Akhaij and so iar 
from tanning from “ one to aiiotfrer” wfien hard pry! 3 jie<.L by Kurds 
or rival Turkomans, the Tekko^ simply bolted bang into tlio nearest 
tower and stuck there tillthe enemy retired, Again, page 12^ 
Alikhanolf ia either a Le^Eghten or tin Avar of tue Caucasus, and a 
liossulm^.” Diii'ing the Feujdeh aHuir, how many tlioa^and 
times did tlie Press give AUkhauoifa biography (to bo found in T/ic 
^Msiaa* at the WcUes &f declaring him to be au Avar— 

" AiikhanoS^ Avar sky *' being his name in full ; yet this fact is pul 
forward as doubtful, ajid tiic t'aH of his beiug a Ma'^s^dinau inserted 
as Bomething ori^nul once more. Page 165 i —^‘*Tlio EuiLr of Bu¬ 
khara is suufto nave Iniun educated ia n.ii,>4^ia/' Everybody knows 
that he the newspaperii have said so ben tlioiHund tiiues siuee ho 
ascended the tlirona, Even in describing the TransenBpian railway, 
he won’t take the trouble to refer to the itiuumerablo books t lut 
state when it wi^ begun—fiict to f>a ascerhiined ns'rouiiLly as the 
day any mb way was begun in India—but say—as thougli tnu Ilns- 
alans veiled everytliiag >111 mystery—" appat^entl^ commenced in 
1880 by Anaenkorf t" If a Inzy leading-article writnr put together 
hb facU in this style^ haw sharp the editor would bo down on lutn t 
Uafortnoatoly. Colonel Lc Mo^surier did not fear anybody being 
down on him when he liau ied the public his improssjo/is o.' Eastern 
travel* 1 might go on citing similar pages till tlio reader was tired, 
bath^have s^id su licicnt, I cliink, to show that Colonel Le Mossurior 
did not rate very highly the intellectual capacity of the public ho 
WAS catering for* As for the illastrations, 1 feel huiniltEited that 
any Russian should over sea the outline a ketches of Ka/djek, Azoun 
Ada, and other places which rosOEDhle so closely in appearance and 
artutic merit, the outline sketches in penny transparent drawing- 
slates, that my little boy 'has just begged me to cut them oat fur 
him. ^Uonsldering the number of .splendid Russian photographs, 
en^nvlTm and newspaper, illus^tions of Oeatral Asia < to be ^ bod so 
easily «Da so oheaplydn Russia, it is an affront to dhe two countries 
to pQt^fomrArd suoh iilfaatile productioas as •‘‘^ pictLvree.^’ If this 
be'thought^strong, I would ask aay vaader to compare ^Colonel X«e 
tfessurior^a **{UustrAtLona" with tooie in Mr>-Cur£oii’ed>ook just 



FHOFSSSO^ HT^ISA dH INDIA. 


HI 


published. Both went ov r ^ha sama ttid bortibtbid 

same ch^nces^ biu the difference ii prodigious. 

In expressing tny utter inability to praise From Jjondon lo 
Bokhara^ t trust my remarks will not be misconstrued iatouper* 
8onal attack on the authoFf who is an absolute aud complete stranger 
to me. What 1 say and what 1 wish to insist on i« this: —That the 
Empire oxpQcts hetrer books from the army thsu tUb army has been 
giving the public of late, and rliat military men have no right to 
charge tbo pubjic with being apatlietioj unpatriotic^ and ignorant 
of the dei'cncelesBueH!^ of tlie Empire, whou» ihe^ content themselves 
with writing such liooks ("olonel Le Messnrier s. 1 do not ask that 
officers sliouM all wriLo bookei of travel like ** Eothen/* but on Utfe 
other Ii;md they*ought not to spin out pap to a public aooUfitomed 
to the food of aduUs, * 

- * m \ i '■ - 

mOFJSSSOR MJ.X M VLLEB OX JXiDU 


London, January 17th^ F889, 

1 1HE most. inttfrosMng event of tho week has been fli© admirable 
nddress delivered liy Professor Max Mtiller ui tho Royal Institu¬ 
tion on belialf of e.-^tablislung a School of Oriont;il Languages in coit- 
uccLlon with tholiiijierial institute. The presence in the audicndo df 
a large nuitibor of noblenum and persons of rank should be Uoted by 
those discontented nallvt^s in India who iubour under the erroueous 
belief that the I^Ttglish Rarlicals alone take any interest in the welfare 
of their country* If ilioso refoimers who aim at the wider participa¬ 
tion of natives in tlio ad niibi si ration of India appealed 'less to *1Jib 
farthing rushlight of the Hadical party^ and moroto tho men raiifc 
and culture who influence the governing classes, they woeld stand & 
better chance of fseeiug their dreams quickly r^liSed* The "Prince 
of Wales presided at the meeting and made one Of fais^ilsua! ^happy 
little speeches, Tliroughont tho odd rasa Of the learned PrufOdHOr, 
he set a good example to the audience by llateilin'g Well (by "no 
means a general rule with chairmen) and evinoeid hisUpprovdl 
whenever any sally wont straight hoAia, As might be "eipoct^, 
the Professor “kid it on thick/' Kiere'Vrtre 'no such people 
a^ the people of India; there were no such wondorfHrreligious, 
He knew no hero greater than Kesbufa ChUudCr Sen, no herointe 
greater than Bamabai,*' It would be easy to pi6k hdles in these 
and similar high flown statements. If tho PtofCasOrVtepertoiY 'df 
heroes and heroines contained no greater represent^tiyea' than th^ 
it must have been a very meagre one, for, with all cOUaidlMtlhli to 
Koshub Ghundor'Sen, he con'not surely be put^iipon srUCh^a'T^dektdl 
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OB Fatbor DamieD, or a hundred other names that will occur in a 
moment to the average reader’s memory* white .the trials iind trn 
bulations of Hamabai, bad as they have been, are but a trifle com¬ 
pared witli the sufferings of thouKan<ls of other heroines* If how- 
’*'i&ver the Professor indulged a little too much in superlative^ the 
address, taken as a wllC^le, was well adapted to romind insular Eng* 
lishmen that India is not a nier<* laud of “Niggers,” and that tho 
civilisatiuu, the Voitgions, and tho onstotiis of the country aro 
entitled to more consideration and respect tlian tlioy often receive 
at their Lands* 

The assumption that England is devoid of barbarism and India 
devoid of civilisation is a little too roailily asscrte^l and accepted Ijy 
the public of this country. Wo scud fiarbariLins to India ay well as 
civilised men of light and leading. It ia people of this cLlss who 
write down India as a land of lioathcu. They caro nothing for the 
suseeptihililios of tho poojdo, and regard mirinlsslun there purely as 
a proaelitizing one, every thing olsf' l»cing more or loss irnmaterhd. 
Only on 8imdaj, a few iuiunf.es af'tei- 1 had read IVofbssor Mftx 
Miillcr’a address in tho moroiujs pajier, I oanio across a case of the 
kiudin a little work issfed a Wf^ck or two ago at Palrjloyt UV^cii / auiw 
of Ivdiaand iu by the Hev, IL Ijilw.sou, prol'csscato give in 

a cheap and |K)pnlar form, ncto.^ of a tour in This re* 

turned tourbt speaks of the rcdig'ou of (ho Iliudns ae “dreamy 
nonsem^o.” It was to tliis type of writer that Professor ilas Miiller 
evidently refi,rred ivlieu he declared iliut we liave- no idea how 
often the feelings of the people of India are Imrir by tho free and 
easy, by tho ignorant way in w-hicb wo sp<M.k of what is sacred to 
them* No Hindu likes to hear religion called idolatory, no 
Mahoxnedan likes to hear liis religion iaillel Maliomodanisim, or 
Nlahomcd spoken of as an areh-iinpost.or,” Quite so, TUo religion 
of any maUf whatever its cliarjich^r may be, Is entitled tu respecil'iil 
troatment if you find it inllnmicing Jiim benrfirially. Wo have 
our^wn African fetishes in i\m antics and doctrines of many of our 
Christian sects, while the mill aal animosity of them all is hardly a 
ra commend at ion loan outniiler to join tlicin. I often dunk of tho 
Bpiritual tribuLations that an cilncated Hindu must undergo in 
wishing to bo Como a Uhristian* ^Ir, 1 lawsou is dispirited because the 
young men of India, when they arc eduouled, mostly refuse to join 
Christianity* There couhl hardly be any other result ospeetod* 
Education implies the training of tae reasoning faculty. Ho Hindu 
student worth his salt would join tho Ghistiau religion without 
invesligating the doctrines of the sect inviting him to join it* The 
investigation would probably lead to the examiuation of the doctrines 
of other 4vt9, and toe result could not but in many, ii notin most 
caaeSi t>e Ine decision to join none of thonii and join the very large 
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body of cultured men in Europe who stand outside uii religious and 
worship God In their own particnlarf privule way. 

The world is hoginniug fo find ont tliotthoro is no inhoreat ne- 
cesgityfor men to register tbemsclvoa in this or tho other sect, or 
march to Heaven in gangs, crowds, or unnios. Mr. Lawson is ot 
opinion that the reason why Native Christians are disliked is 
because thejr are invariably better Christians than tlieir masters* 
^^The sahib s prejudice arises from the sad fact that a true Christian 
servant is a standing rebuke to his own manner of life. For Clins* 
tianity to tlie native is a reiility ; to the Briton, too often it is a 
mere profession/’ Tlio more probable reason is that the narrow and 
childish Christianity of the native convert is as obvious to tho cul¬ 
tured and rednod tJliristianity of the master as tho rowdy pJoment of 
the Salvation Army isdisgus^^iug to those who worship their Maker 
with a *'quiat miml.” 1 was at an “ at hoine’^ tho other day, where a 
Presbyterian minister of acid aspect ieCil the assembly by Ins unrea^ 
trained iuslstanco on tho orthodojcy of John Calvin* For him there 
was but one religion in this world—that of his own sect, and ho 
talked of the remainder in a way that was as disagreeable to the 
hfiat as to several of the foreign guests present. Tourists often com* 
plain of the fanaticism of the jieople of India, but in what country 
will one find more fanatics^roligious and political—tlmu in tho 
British Isles f It is not jdeasant to sit alongside a man who, how¬ 
ever polite in other rospecLs, makes no secret of his conviction that 
when he dies, Re will bo saved, because ho lieloivgs to ii certain creed 
or sect, whiio*you, whatever yotir merits, will bo otorually tortured 
becauso you Ime not been brought up in his ]iarticnlar fold. At 
length the Prosbyterain minister put his listeners out of patience^ 
and havhig uttered the remark that lie hoped on© day to soo all 
India Prtvabytorian, whether tho Russians took it or not, or any- 
thing else happened, a well known scientific man stoo<l np, and with 
emphasis that was rendered all the inor© forcible hecaiLso ho was 
well known to bo a deeply religions man, exclaimed ; **Sooner 

than see all India Presbyterian, sir, I would go down qil my bended 
knees and pray to God to make it oil Mussalman I** 


Mr* Law'son, of Paisley, claims to have eomo bock from India with 
the following lessou impressed U 2 >oti his mind;—“I have learned to 
think less of patricflisni and more of the brotherhood of man* I havo 
learned to ihmk loss of Cfiiristiati. doctrine and mure of Christian life, 
for more doctrine falls Rut in a heathen land/’ It falls dat, lie might 
have added, because the people already i^ossess reUgioiia of a higher 
standard than the ** drean:iy nonsense ’ ho fancies the faith of the 
Hindus to he. If that ** dreamy nonsense turns out plenty of good 
men and women, do the people really want those Christiai doctrines 
at all ? Htill, in another place ho bewails they lack them and their 

ID 
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acceptance by the people he apparently ratea higher than the work 
of civitisation nccoinpliahed by the English during the tenure of In** 
dia. Bishop Hebor says: The Hindus are brave^ courteous^ 

intelligent^ most eager for knowledge anti improvemenl', sober, in^- 
dnBiriouSi dutiful to parents, offbctionate to their children, unlforinlj 
gentle and patient^ andnnorc easily aifected by kindness and atten¬ 
tion to their wants and feelings than any people I ever met withi’* 
It must be something more than dreamy nonsense" that can make 
people have such virtues os these,, 

c 

How little (Jbriatiouily is properly understood by those who 
profess to teach it, is strikingly ilinstrated in the Rev. K* LawMn*9 
book. Describing Bombay, he refers to the blowing away of the 
mutineoTa from tho guns. Bombay escaped the horrors of the 
mutiny, with tho exception of a number of Bengal seyoys 
who were caught spreading disaffectiou among the native soldiers, 
and were blown away from the cannon's mouth, A friend of mine, 
who witnessed the horrible sight, told mo that tho thing that ifji- 
pressed him moat was the thin red line of British soldiers and tho 
email blue company of Britleh tars, who held in check the vast dusky 
crowds who were out that day with scowling faces to see 
tho sight. Every European in Bombay, mitttonaries and a/f, were 
present, but they were a more handful as compared with the natives 
around. And yet there was not a cry uttered, or a hand uplifted. 
It was the old story of the hand of iron with tho glove of velvet/^ 
These words might have been written by some pagan ^f tho East in- 
Btead of a tourist minister, so unconsebus does the writer appear of 
the essence of Christianity. Jf the missLODurios, as re prosen tativea 
of a religion of forgiveness, saw nothing inappropriate tiiirty yeara 
SLgo, when men's passions were exoit^. in standing in a crowd of 
sightseers and giving encouragement thereW to tho spirit of revenge, 
surely one would have thought a minister of tho present times would 
have felt shocked at such a proceeding, nmjueedonably, as any 
righ^mindovl rel^ioas man will immedlately perceive, the only place 
for the tnisuonaries that day was ulougsido (unless they remained 
at home) the men who were be lug done to death. They lowered 
their religion and stultified Christ when they took their place among 
the Lord Tomnoddies of Bombay. Bat it is so difficult for men to 
act up to thoir religion, (bnvontionaHsm is a f tr stronger power than 
Chriit. ETerybody went to sec the sight, and tho nussionarieB 
went with them. Had the Rev. R. Lawson been there, he would 
have probably gone as well, and thought lightly of the agonies of 
the men awaiting death at the months of the cannon. Osn we 
imagine Christ or His disciples doing such a thing ? It is such oon# 
duot as thill callous and eonvenUonal, that prevents miAsionories in 
India reaping the results that the supporters of Exeter Hall long for. 
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Lokdow, Jamtaty 23rd J# 90 * 

C OLONEL ALIKHANOFF Udailj expected at SL Petersburg 
to meet tbe charges brought against him W the revising 
ofioer who recently visited the district of Morv- ' The charges aro 
of a varied character, bnt the vrorat alleged would appear to be the 
attempted matsaore of a party of Turcomans who started from 
Merv with the inteatien of lay In g oertain grievances before 
General Komaroff at Askabadi Years ago, acts of this sort could be 
perpetrated with iinpuidt^ in Turkestan, and even to^daj^ us the 
recent slaughter in Sihena has revealed, they can be openly com* 
mi tied in the distant Asiatic possessions of the Tzaf ; but Merv is 
now, to all intents and purposes, within the sphere of European 
inetho Is of admiuistration. The telegraph extends thither, and 
the locomotive carries to the spot officials in a very few days after 
quitting St, Petersburg, The eye of the Russian ministries is con¬ 
sequently on the oasis^ and it is impossible for that eye to wink at 
practices^ whlcli might not only afFront European civilisation, but 
also provoke discontent and disturbances on the Afghan frontier* 
Once, therefore, AHklianotF's allegetl misdeeds were reported homo 
by Genenal Komarofi, it becamu necessary to take immediate 
steps to disavow them* Tlio revising officer was in conaequenco 
dispatched ter the district, and, as a result of his inquiries, Alih- 
lianoif was ordered to repair to tho Russian capital* Meanwhile 
bis assistant, Gatonel Bebutoff, received instruction^j to roplace him 
in command. 

Alikhanoflf has always Ijccn a troubleaomo subject for officiab 
to deal with. Men of originality and darjn^ disdain the prime and 
prudent ways of the average bureaucrat. Everybody l^ows the 
oareer of the clever Russian Mussalinan* How, fromLoing a milt* 
tatty cadet at Baku, he became aide-de-camp to tho Grand l)ako 
Hiohaol, Russian. Viceroy of the Oaucaatts, How he tumbled 
from thia to the rank of private challenging superior officer ta 
fight a duel. How he joined Lomakin's disaiirous Expedition of 
1879 against the Turkomans, and distiugabhed himself os a firat- 
olaaa dragoon, a capital corres^ndent of the Moww GateUe^ and 
clever artist of the St Peterabnrg newspaper. International 
Illuitratod, How he went to Merv in diaguiae as a trader’s clerk 
and got raised to the position of officer again for bis pains* How 
he manipulated and manceuvred the Merv Tekkee into surrendering 
their oaels to Russia; and, on being appointed Governor, followed 
up this eiicoess by driving the Aigbons out of Peujdeh^ and causing 
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poor Yato and Lomsden to flee jgnomfnionsly aoross the Pnro- 
pamUus ridge and seek refuge in the valley of Heratt liaised to 
the rank of colonel, and made Governor of Peojdeh as if ell as 
Merv, ho flccmodto have before him a career as brilUant aa that of 
TchernayefF or Kaufmunu in Xurkestau^ Put a truce in Central 
Asia robbed him of Uiose golden o^ortuuities* Unlike twenty 
years earlier, when Kaufmann and Tellernayeff lud merely to 
deal with weak KhonateE^ having no defloite frontiers, the conquest 
of the Tarcointins brought up the Russian border flush with the 
picket lino of Afghanistan and Persia^ Itussift had then to pause 
at the risk of war with botli of those Powers, and perhaps England 
as well. After tho boundary was fixed on the map, Hufsia could 
only advance by fomenting insurrections inside Afghanistan and 
Persia and throwing a protectorate over the rebels, if successful. 
Before long an attempt was made in Afghan Turkestan, 
where Ishaak Khau with the secret moral BU]>port of Aliklianofl', 
rose aguLDst tho Amir. Iik aniicipation of the revolt j>roving suc¬ 
cessful tho RussiantiibHsumbled a force on the Os us to assist the rebel 
Governor. Tho Amir, bow'evor, crushed the insurrection so swdftiy 
and BO savagely that tho rleraenls of revolt w'ore nffoctually blotted 
out, and the llussiaas, fully occii[iied in Europe, thought it bettor 
not to start a war in Asia nuilcr such inauspicions cir cum stances. 
Thjg was Alihanoft'^s great clumco. lie never luid another. Wliilo 
waiting for the next opening to occur, ho amused himself by 
marrying the daughter of the Klian of Nakhietchevan. Since then 
the mobilisation of tlic Russian forces on the Auatriai^ frontier, and 
the desire to keep England apart from the League of Pcaoo, have 
caused the Emperor to rigorously interdict all ad ventures in Asia* 
The result has been a period of Irantjuility extremely distasteful 
no doubt to AlikhanofT. Merv ho hag probably found dull enough ; 
perhaps it has become duller since he married j for morriago 
can be a failure at Merv as well as elsewhere, it has been 
suggested in the Timts that his downfall is due to the lutrigues 
of rivals unjiaus for the post. As a matter-of-fact, the Governor- 
ahip of MerV is not in the least in request just now, the belief 
being that the next ^war will be in Austria rather than on the 
Afghan frontier. Aspiring military men, in consequence, prefer 
Warsaw or Kiofl' to Merv and Tashkent. Prince Debuion will 
probably hold the post until the question he i-ettled about joining 
Merv to Turkestan or the Transcaspia to Tashkent or Askahad; a 
question that has been raised again within the lost few weeks. 

Rome of the London papers have cited ■Alikhanoff'a recall ag 
a fresh illustration of the corruption and brutality of Russian ad, 
ministration in Central Asia* It is oaly fair to point out, however 
that the prompt disyowal of AlikhanoJOf by the Russian Government' 
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in a condones tire latter. If ilie Emperor were always 

as ready to try and punish a despotic functioBAry, as he has 
shown himself iii tho present cose, autocracy would gain immensely 
in the estimation of mankind. It mijrlit even happen that in pro¬ 
cess of time t!io administrative methods of England in India might 
made to compare unfavourably with those of Russia in Central 
Asia, But such rapid reparation is rare in Russia, George Ken- 
nan has i^hown up adtiiinistraiiTo iniquities comj^red with which 
the worst crimes of Alikbanoff are but a trifle* If the history could 
he written of R^issia'a liussifylng operations in tho Baltic provinc¬ 
es during tho last three years, Protestant JCuropc would bo appall¬ 
ed at tho record of the savage <lo.sfn)tism* It is true tliai tJio Rus¬ 
sians can allogo tho Gormans Lave boon nearly ns had in 
Poseiij where tlio Slavs have boon rooted up and cspelicd by 
thousands. But two blacks do not make a white, and at tbo 
woi^t, the Prussian gendarme is less feroeiops than tho Cossack. 
The recall of AliUmuoff is curious, as allowing that the liusBian 
Government studies tho sympathies of t,ho Merv Tekkes more than 
it does those of tlio Gcrmana, It is ready to sacrifice a favourite 
ofBcer to ]^lca«e the Mervs : it docs not mind how romorscloBsly its 
TOpresentatives grind down tho Germans at Kiga and Kevch 

Among tho many laudatory notice.^ of the late Lord Napier of 
MagdaTa, I have not scon one mentioning tlie fact that next to 
General 8ir Frederick Roberts he yvn^ perhaps the beet English 
niilitiiry authority on tho Russian advance. When the evacuation 
of Kandahar was discussed, ho wr,de a mnslorly incmorandum 
on the subject, which even now spociSes the real obarueter of the 
Russian advance more thoroughly than any military writer has done 
since* I am by no moans sure that Lord Napier did not grasp tho 
military situation in Afgliani^tan then, and subsequently, more com¬ 
pletely than oven Sir I^harlcs Maegrogor did. Certainly, the me- 
rooraudum to which I refer, was a bettor statement of the Russian 
position and Russian aims than anything 8ir Charles Maegregot 
ever wrote. Only a military man who nad thoroughly studied 
and sifted every side of the anbjoct, Russian, as well as English, 
could have penned snoh a memorandum* It was written as though 
the writer had laboured under tho impression that ho might have to 
command the army, Eind had therefore prepared himself thoroughly 
for the'posti It la a pity that there aro not more officers like him. 
The number of Englisn military men one meets, possessing an ade¬ 
quate knowledge of the Russian advance, is lamentably few. It is not 
much to the professional or patriotic credit of military men that 
they should nave to he tempted by special pay and extra grants to 
learii even the Russian language, 1 am afraid they will never take 
the tiouble to master the problem of ludiati defence as completely as 
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Lord Napier of Magdula did, uniil i^liey are tempted hj Elthj laere 
to do E 0 « 

The Batoum corres|^Qdont of a SL Fetershnrg newspaper gives 
a cnrioua item of news this week m regard to the views of BuBsiauR 
respecting Armenia. Y^hen Baton m was on the point of being 
annexed, more than one Turkish speculator bought up land from 
hia compatriots ftfl* a trifle, convinc^ that the rights of property 
would be respected by the liaBsians, and in consecjuence oi tbo 
development of the port, have realised in unearned a foremen t vast 
fortunes from his iRve5tiiv!nL Befleving that the day is not far 
distant when the Eussians will annex Trebizonde, several Odessa 
speculators are now buying up all the land and houses they can at 
that Turkish port. The future will show whether*the speculation 
is a good one. The current boltef at Butoum is that, if Trobixondo 
were annexed, the Russian naval station would be shifted thither, 
and the new port would be used exclusively for naval purposes, 
while Batoum would be resigned to commerce. Batonm is admit¬ 
tedly too small for the purposes of war and peace. In apite of the 
extension of tbs harbour, now pretty well complete, the accommo¬ 
dation for sliTppiog is very reatricted and encroaches on the rosorvo 
o^signod for men of-war. Hence the luinkoring forTrebizende. 


' 

THE RlSma TIDE OF POPtllAR 

FEELmO. 


London, Fd^ruar^ 2l8t^ IS90* 

T he success of the Socialists in Germany opens up a wide field 
of speculation. Li is fjulte clear from the elections that the anU^ 
despotic mo|ement in Germany lias developed to such an extent 
that the Emperor and Prince Btsmarok will have to change their 
old policy of crushpopular aspirations in the direction of in^ 
dividual freedom. The Prussian polteaman, only to bo surpassed in 
brutality by tho Siberian will have to be a little more 

amiable to the massen. Greater freedom will h^tve to be given to the 
liberty of the prOBS, the soldier will have to stand further away from 
the public pla^orm, and the bureaucrat will havo to tolerate political 
dubs at present under the van of the GovernmoQt. Fo^unatoly 
for progress, the confidence dodge of the Emperor has failed. The 
people have preferred to be represented by the men who really 
Know their wants aod aspirations, than by the boy monarcb whose 
tastes and feelings are those of the drill abed and barrack room* 
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llow the Emperor 'will toko the cifEront will be ibtoresticg to watch. 
He caunoi but feel that a repetition of tlie old policy of g&ggiog 
the Socialist!! will be a dangerotiB game to play. The Imperial 
Goyerninexit has bad its inningSt the socialistE will now hare theira* 
It is no secret tliat the hatred of France by German BtateEmen has 
been largely due to a dislike of RepobHcun institulioDs. and a fear that 
the movement might extend to Germany, In a similar manner Bnssia 
will not be pleased at this nprising of Socialist so close to her 
border. The success of the pen and the tongue ngnlnst the sword 
and tho bayonet la sure to encourage the Nihilists to renewed 
activity, ana the mere demonstraiioti alone of the populace triumph* 
ing over the bureaucracy and military w'ill exercise a powerful 
cfFcotoo tho llus^ian HiiiiJ, 

For years Germany and Russia have been pnrsumg a policy of 
keeping the fjifeiy* valve of public feeling screwed down. The same 
policy would bo purnuoU in India if the officials there had their own 
way. Liberty oi speech, freedom of the press, the right to priv ateJy 
associate for tho pursuance of imjI ideal ends—these i>nvilege3 would 
bo denied the people of India if the bureaucracy could keep them 
out of tho country. Officials do not understand that the beat way to 
keoji peoplo quiet is to allow tliem every opportunity for letting off 
their pol iiica 1 gas. Far better a Imndred NatioDal Indian Congresses 
than a single Cian-na-QacJ conspiracy. Better the foulest and moat 
offensive libels on the jiublic platform than malevolent lies whispered 
at secret meetings by fanatic dynamite conspirafors. Better the 
outspoken ta&nts of some clown of n newspaper critiCj. than the 
sliodow of tho knife dogging the offioiars footsteps. 

It is for this reason that I am in favour of tli© utmost liberty of 
the tongue and pen in India, and regard with fmproval the meetings 
of tho NationBi Congress every year. You haa one the other day. 
There wore, 1 forget, how many hundred delegates present,and every 
man w-as allowed to give full vent to his gab, Has there been any 
political earthquake since ? Tho delegates have dispersed, eacli man 
going on his way satisfied and rejoicingf and if Indht^is none the 
MttoF for the talk, can any official or hidebound Tory declare with 
a clear conscience that India ia oue whit the worse ? In Russia such 
n meeting would have never been iolcraW, The Congress delegates 
would iiave been all treated as Nlhiliete long ago. In Germany 
the Congress would have been an impossibility-^the a’athoriiiea 
would bavo never allowed the movement to ripen to such a point. 
In both cases the result would have been the same; angry feeling 
between rulers and ruled, popular tumults in Germany, and in 
Hussiu secret assassinations and an increase to the population of 
Siberia, From a political point of vie'w it ia a grave mistake, and a 
mistake iimi may some day lead to serious consequences^ for 
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boreaucrocy in luiia to treat vrifch contempt and ridicnlo the meet¬ 
ings of the Nat ioual Oougreas. The proper attiindo would be one of 
good-natured tolerance. That ie the attitude of publio opioion in 
this country, and it is a pity tliat it doe^ not prevail more gonerally 
in official ranke in India. 

I am quite profJa^od to bo told that these delegates do not really 
represent the pooplo of India; that many simply represent theniselves, 
but after all when one gets to the hard core of things, where ia 
there not imperfect representation, in every community^ old or 
youngn^ Any one who knows anything of the hoLc-in-tho-corner 
practices by which matiy an il* P. gets into Parliament will be 
inclinod to smile at the coju plaints ofthfiso who indignantly describe 
this or the other delegate to be merely the representative of some 
email political club; and may not a yooug enthusiast pressed to the 
front by the zoat of other ardont babas be a hotter ropresentative of 
India than some hoary-heodod old scamp of a capitalist, who has 
flwindiod his way into afRueiicej and by means of his gold got elected 
to represent a constituency in this country ? I he House of Parlia¬ 
ment is not composed of saints only* There are scoundrels there, 
whoso record is pretty well known in the Lobby, though it may 
he more or less unkaowa to their constituents. If this can he the 
case after a thousand prears* growth of representative rulcn^ we had 
better not be too fastidious about the National Congress of India, 

The allegation that the educated men of India dc not reprosout 
the people, is precisely the charge that the Tehinovuiks tnake against 
every reformer in Kussia. It is said that tho aristocracy and 
native bureaucrats do not send thoir sons to the uni^ersitios, there-' 
fore tho thonsauds of students manufactured hy the universities of 
India represent merely the com mere ial, professional or proletariat 
ttlosaeSi That is predisely the case in Russia. Tho nobility have 
never sent their sons to the universities, nor yet the well-to-do 
' bureaucrats. Culture is left to a lower class, and this lower class 
is thp class with which the Eusaian Government is ever warring, 
for it claims lie ropreaent the mtclligence of tho people, and demandB 
’those privileges of fnso speech and liberty of the press which tho 
similar class m India enjoys. Autocracy v, Intelligentsia'*—such 
is the battle that is being fought {n Russia to-day, the term Nihilism 
being applied as a convenient expression for the opposition, although 
scarcely any are Nihilists in the narrow sense of the term* Thanks to 
our poHcy, fair play is given to the inteillgeuco of India, despite its 
lucking rank and wealth ; and if tho aspirations of the Indian edu¬ 
cated classes may ha dangerous, a matter on which opinions uro 
divided, there is at least present peace in the land^. There are no 
constant riots at Indian universitiea ; the Cossacks are not called 
to drag off hundreds of yonng men to exile or ruBtication at a stroke ; 
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tho pror<js£jor.3 dollvor their Jocturoa without poUcemeu atandiuj^ at 
the door to keop thoir bonguo^ from too Iroely ; and the 

-atudeotado not go homo atixight to secretly plot how to aaaaasinate 
thin or the other fnnctionary and dynamite the Viceroy. This is 
a tranquil coudition of things^ of&eiakin [nJiu would change 

to a turbulent Itussiiaii aspect by “ checking the liconae of the preas^ * 
putting a atop to seditious meeting^/' exeroisiug control over 
^ ahrtrn congroSBeii ” and no fortii* If tliey would tate the trouble to 
road Air* George Kciimufs avlicloa oq Nihilism in the Csnf-ur^ 
magazine tliey" would thank God tliat tilings arc ua they are iu 
JudLEb, and leave well alouo. 


The buroiixicrat in ?iny country is no ]>ro|>er judge of what cou- 
stitutc^'diecQfloof tiic prusa,” seditiou at pidiiio inectiiig.s, audtho 
rcprescnliithm of LJlo piin]>!o: \ nun of vigorous bmiu although 
poor, youngs and strsiggHng^ inaj lio a hotl^r npresentatiye of the 
fH^oplo f.lciti the iiiusL oJaboratc prod net of the [lulling hook. The 
vestry oltjetbns of England arc carried out witli that systematic 
akill and imimiidty from innhie infiuonco, wliich a bureaucrat in 
India might take a modol t.o-iimrrow if callcil upon to devise a 
Ijcttcr means of forming a reprosoataLiv*^ congntss tWu the rough- 
aitd -roitily metliods al [itvsfmi in (He. Ainir>st everyhoJy hasavoli% 
and iiiero is iiothiug to prevent him ii-iui^ it frcoly. yet it is inaUer 
ofcuinmou ncUiriety chat the average veslrynian has a thick lunid, 
a thick skull, anjl the braying voice of tlie jackass. lOveu in America, 
it is well to rc^neiuhcr, tiro J louf^n of Jf.cjiroHtnitafives by no nieanij 
represent the cuthire of tho cotialrv. In ICngland it would Ijo 
tloomod an insult to ask a giaiLleniau using Llie in its spcelEtl 
social hKsns -) to lie ;i vc=ihym:(.m iu the iStatos, the social aristocracy 
loaves [lolit'cs to the ^‘Uanaus cuss 'mid caruol-hajrger. 


on 


Bcfildca, ropre-iftuhitimi may be forced upon a parson i rule pend- 
ontly ol Ids own ofllnrts. Any man wlio hikes up a topic and 
handles it until he commands attention, quixlihas himself to bo a 
represfuitutive at a congress, where that topic is fiitod to'bo 
discussed, uotwillistanding that he owns nothing besides what 
ho stamL? up iu, and has not gone through the proceas of red tape 
oleetiofi- Ho may not aiTive at. tlio coi3gre,^H the duly elected dole- 
gate of a great city, hut ho is there with brains lU his head, whatever 
bhe panel^ of cosh in his pockcti ioilL if llio process of election does 
not bring hraios to the fi ont^ ono ought t'J be gratified that uxiorior 
circomstanees exist onisido man^s olumay ciForts which enable the 
intellect of a country to bo reproaented, jis well ns the sword or the 
cash-box* In free couutrius mon who can vigorously use tongue and 
pen bocomo in time, evon if the most modest lu the matter of 
solf-atlvanoomottt, reprosentativos of the people, indepandorit of 
the ballot box or tho machinory of Goyerntuental adininiBtratioii. 

20 
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more amicable tbfl relations between such men and the burean- 
GT&ajt fcha better for the peace and progress of the conntries. la 
Oermanj the relations have been hostile, and repression has caused 
the people to send a larger number of opponeuts than over to con* 
front the Government. In India the dislike of the ofEcials has been 
held in ohook by English pablic opinioa, and tho Viceroy inconso- 

a nonce bos not ^pt arrayed agaioat him the hostile forces which 
ireoten the stability of Qertnany and make Russian rule a bye^word 
ioT cruelty, tempered by assassination. 

-t-- 

GEE AT WHALES ^ LITTLE FISHES. 

-tH#-*-- 


' Londok, A/arcA 2Ui^ 1B90, 

I SUPPOSE 1 ought to take aoino notice of the letter from a 
Presbyterian Missionary ” published inyour columns the other 
day, complaming that iu an article on Prof* Max MuDer and the Rev* 
R. IjawBon, 1 hod given too little attention to the whale and too much 
attention to tho whitebait* 1 ought to liave said less about Mr, 
Lawson, who was only a Preabytoriaii pa?^tar of an obscure parish 
in Scotland, and more about Prof. Ill ax Miiller, who hud dared 
to abuse a world-wide rcputati-oi to pulF tlio roltgions of tho 
people of India, Well, in the first place, staiidardst vary. What 
are sprats to some men are whales to others, and in spite of their 
insignificance, tho arrogance, intolerance and bigotry of the 
former may cause them to be more considered as fit subjects 
for criticism than the inflated mammal that rolls and spouts 
good-naturedly on the billowy aurl'ace of the ocean. An ad¬ 
dress, like a sermon, should always bo suitable to the occasion. 
One does not read a funeral service at a wedding, or the marriage 
service at a burial. In the case of the Professor ; the function ho 
was called* upon to fulfil, under tin presidency of Uie Prince of 
Wales, was for the purposes of the linperiil Institute, to present 
^esanay side of India to tho Britit^h public. This function ho 
fulfilled admirably, notwithstanding that there were plenty present 
no doubt who knew that much of the jbutter only margaiinc. 
For my part I saw plenty on thelFrofcasor's bread ; but in this 
world a man cannot be always on the nag, and 1 did not exactly see 
why Prof, Max Muller should bo punished for acting so admirably 
the advocate for India. Opinions differ so in some thLugs, What 
may seem admirable to one man may be disgusting to another, 
tfust imWf for instance, the Kirks ana congregations in Scotland 
ore gristly exoitod over the question whether an un baptized child 
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goes to HelL The houry orthodox cUng fiorcoly to the grim oldl 
d^otrino of the time of the witches. The party of reform wish to 
blot out aach a brutal aud bratolizing doctrine from the creed of 
the Church. The Presbytoriaiii Mr. Lawson, from Puialer, described 
the relighm of tho Hindus us dreamy nonsense.” Personally* 
1 could truTcl a long way witli Prof. Muller and find plenty to 
admire and embrace in the roligions of India, Iskqicand otherwise* 
before I could accept such a dreadful doctrine us that. Any rea^ 
soning and rca^onaldo man who possesses an exalted conception 
of the cliar^ietor of Clirist and the tendency of Hjs teaching, must 
feel that. Ho could never have bef^u what ke professed to be had he 
really in tented the external iinjiiolation of innocent children who 
hap|H!Ucd to die IjGlbro n few drops of water could bo sprinkled upon 
the 01 . 

In this country we htivo no pagans of the Indian sort, worship¬ 
ping carved or bniKcn images, but wc have plenty of pagflns of the 
spiritual sort, who exalt I'eiish opimous and doctrinea, and pros* 
trute the nisei yes faiiatioally hefci'c them. A groat ecclesiastical 
trial is in progress to settle the point whether tho Bishop of 
Lincoln shall be iillowed to place three lighted caudles ou the altar 
or not. For my [Niirt^ 1 should F^cay that if the Bishop cannot pray 
without the aid of liiiou lit cumllos, let him have ibeui; and for 
that matter thirty iHie lilies, but. how cau we charitably call the 
religions of Jiulia “dreamy nonsense** when we find a great 
gathering of Signatories of the Ghuroh of England wagging their 
tongues solotni:dy week after week over such a puerile and paltry 

! >oint in religion as to whether prayers should bo said by candlc- 
ight or not. When one rcllects on the misery and sorrow to be 
found in-all our cities, one feels tliat tho Bishop would be better 
employed among the poor of tho diocese than wasting thousands of 
pounds of hia own and other people's money over throe dollops of 
tullow or stearino 

“Presbyterian Minister” need have no fear that 1 shall 
imitate the Thoosophists and run after the strange ^religions of 
the East. Such fads are suitable only to mass of people 
who take them up, I have done my level best to understand 
Theosophy* bat so far it lias been all gammon and no spinach. 
When I get into my dotage 1 think 1 slrnll perhaps be able 
to understand the calt* bat for tlie moment my comprehen* 
sion cannot encompass it. Yet there are many who profess 
Theoiophy* and wnat is mors curious, among their number 
are persons who caonot be accused of having taken it up as a 
fashionable fad. 1 was travelling the other day in a thiraHsloas 
carriage on the South-Eastern Imlway when a young man, by no 
means a religioua noodle in aspect, but having a serious thoughtful 
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face, liaarTt^d every one a len^f aad clabera(o tract on Tbeosophy- 
1 read mine through very ourefully, und 1 diUMt confess that when 
1 liaii f;ot to tho end of tlie of words [ was about ns wise as 

when { rommencod. There was not a point in tho whole production 
which I crftild pLu my soul on, or wliioli seoiiicd caleiilati^d to draw 
it from tho fold of Christianitv to the ijarloiir of Madame Blavatsli^v* 

^ J h 

t^noh ajelly-fij?h fiiith can have no ftiniro, However luueli tho 
tracts distributiHf hv idirtsiiaii sects iu this couriti'v may oivasioiiidly 

V +> h » 

border Oil blasphenioiis alJ^iurdi1y, tliey at Icri.': iiivanaJily eujualu 
Bomethitij^ that the g^iniplest can understanfi, no^witlii^^hiiKiin^ ihat 
that somethiii^ uiay he wroii;f, 1 uiii (jiiii*" aware tho “r'inijiilcM,"' 
call also uivlersitautt Tjieosopliy bdl it Hlltc “tinijilc^-tin Hie 


narrow and not Lhc^eiierid seii-ic of titc l^irui. 
seems clear, and ihat is that iIk ic is notlnn;^ 
which eainiotlie found in a hnndivdfolir hettrr i\ 


One l]iin|^ alone 
;;ood in T[a‘eso[phy 
n in in i iirisiiainfy. 


Wliei] 1 pay tliut there nmy lie rioin< ihin^f ^oed in the cnJl, 1 ijir'iin 
what tho flisciples theinrieives lieM <uit a-^ fcatiTi'i'S ef tlani* 

doctrines wheimver they abaiidou the jui'^^un of llio (luciriuc'^ and 
use plain collof|Uial lan^uugu* 


The spirit of charity i 
world, tlio soul and c.-^senci 


iisToJ.dei iia-^ been reniindin;; Has 
i ol < Ihri.sf’ft liowtner litilo El 


may enter into Hie pruftlce of llio-'C uli'j pnifcss te rai’rvt>ii lliat 
leaching now. Looking at llie rnafUT liojn a Christiaji ?.(Eiiid}.oiid 1 
cannot nTiderslaniL an I'/n^^lish ini^'-ionary .'^tandioi^^ a emwd 

of sightseers and watching, u nighlsm, tlie d<Mi h * tei i ur-i ul' an 
Indian eoiulcmued to hehlovMi Ironi tlii'^ ^'oi. 1 am no sentinicnlalist 


jnysolf, 1 am alto cauvijiced that liad 1 hta^i in the tttick of 
tjie imitinj, the kid gloves would Imvii heeu oii my hands >harp 
and my urnis <|iiickly stecjiod Pj the ePiow in gore. WilJi tlie 
Jlnko of WoIiingloiJj 1 am a believer m prom|it pouiKling and liard 
pounding when a tight is on ; hut :itihi; same time, wliethi-r in the 
idothes of a mUsionary, or nol in the elct.jjes of a niis.domirVi 1 
could nut shnul in cold Idood in a crowd luid look ealloiislv on 
w liilu ft poW devil writhed at tlio end of a gntp or litlencd in 
aigony to the signal to belch him into space. 11 ow could u mis¬ 
sionary Jo ttudi a things nnd ufterwards fitly staD<l up aninrig the 
imtivcs, who hud seeu liijin in tho crowd, and exhoil. them tu ho 
Christtuus and forgive one another ? biiodj an acl stripped him of his 
caste as a Christian. Put if in the heat and cxcif/oment of tlie inutiny 
a uiissionary so far forgot w^hat was duo to Jus faith, and luokcnl ou 
the executiou of the WTolnhed nutivos with the eyes of a commuji 
sightsocr^ what are we to think of another miaaionary (Itcv. H,) 
Lawson^ who, thirty years afterwards, calmly records tho fact 
Aud sees nothing unusual or reprehensible iu ill^ Can w'e imagine 
Father Damien doing such a thing f He would Lave either heea 
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away from tho mob, liuuting up the poor wretclies’s wives auJ 
childroD, or olae, if presonl, would have boon alongside tho doom¬ 
ed, jirayiag for whether they cared lor his prayers or not. 


Tlio good -LI ah I rod tolorniioo of wludott liko Prof Ma3c: Muller 
dofsH's very liitlo liai'in* TJioir opinions do not uffeot one s daily lifo. 
It is dldoront wall our ^oobinnn lor ibiyr not only look 

with t:oi»tctii])t t>n tlio ivligionh uf ol!n:r poojdti abroad, but also 
strive to spirji itafly roJ^n►^^^i and rt-'itiMiji their oountryniun at home, 
J con Id toh»riijo hndr o r IntEhtn pagans, for nnid thrown at 

Ihaian-s does not much liariu to P]a]n^U^all (.Summon, but when 
i ttinl thoju ilrJ^iag n> noEjirv iiir iiuo >pending fSunday, say, 
in a way, infolriMirin to Iho and s)>Irit, lln^ii toy fUt goes 

torch against tin'V tiiliipiuiaa i tirtpivniadrii (u j>rolooL tuy personal 
liiaTty from barhaivin enrroiu.liiinnit. That ]ib<?rtv X baS'o uover 
<-\|)o,'t!d rcuhhsi-s asr-iinU hy spinuMiig a Suinliiy uorth of tho 

'Jhvoed. bill ovon in Idjeral Lund on it is only by hard lighting 
ii^aliiM tho pngaas of Phrisl aaiiity that it lias hticu iiossiblo for men 
1u liaU Miiiio other nn‘,jns {>/ sjuaiding Stinday olbvrwiao than at 
tiiu cinirt'h or ilto publiu-houso* No oue can iravorso Loudon 
streets on a f?iindiiy iiighi, iiinl waltdi lhc lon>. ui tliOTlsauds of men 
:md wo nun i walking hii.Fioi* and thither, with nothing to 

intciv^t or amuso lle^ui, w^itluinl liviinu gratolal lo the Salvation 
Anuy, who havi^, fy tiu ir t>aiuU of nuL^io, hrokcn the I’uritauic 
and jujved the uay for u hrigliter and Jirltcr method of spend¬ 
ing every st'^ondi day tlian llm d<j|nlut niid dirgc-liko manner 
ctunniou in many parts of Lti^^IuiuL No one likes to bo eoiitined before 
time, yot fheio powevliil sects wiio aim at serowiiig mau- 
k bid into a moral grave oii<‘-seveiitli lus natural e^istiiuce. Against 
ihis the Luinloii masses are rajudiy revolting, and, iti tlio tiieanilme 
i mast iiimdidly confess that I sluudd like those scetd to mellow 
a little moro hdbre tby oujoy too great a sliccoss in Indln, 
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London, April ISth^ 1890, 

T Jifj Gazette in the Russiaii olBoial journal this week annotinooa the 
appointj^iont of Konropatkin to bo Goveroor of Transoaspia, 
coupled with liis elevation by the Emperor to the rank of Lieut¬ 
enant General for eiceUence in service.” borne weeka ago I 
moutioiiod that Kouroputkin would probably prove the successor of 
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Komaroff in the reconitrnoted proviuce, imd tlio report now turnd 
out to be true. The chftnge is one of (treat imporUinco A tnili-p 
tury mediocrity aud admiDistrativ© failiuo replaced on the 
Af^hau frontier by one of Bu^:iia^s best goucralH Komaroff, tho 
Russians admit, naa uoi proved a succors. The *wo iinportaut 
events of bia adminiatraiioit^—the capture of Merv aiui the raid 
upon Ponjdeh^vior© the work of his subordinate, Alikhanoiti who 
followed hia own policy rather than that of his uhiof* Komaroff, 
in many respects, was like £min L*a:^Iia He was never happier 
than Wnea chasing a rare butterfly, or poking hU nose among 
old rains for msty Asiatih coins. Tlioro is uothing objectionable 
about tastes of this kind but tliey m^nd to be kept in ihoir place 
when a man is in charge of a aewly-act^uiresi couii/ry. the adminis¬ 
trative bailding up of wliudi remits o[iou his shoultlers, I was 
smoking the other day in a Mocca coffee houso in tlie city, when 
two stock'brokers alongside began discussing the crop prospecU 
of the present spring. After a winlo it came out that one of Ulcjii 
was an ardent grower of prbe potatoes ITis friend Jiitd done 
business with him twenty years witfioat Ixiing aware of the fact. 
As the confession proceeded it tsame out that tliis art and even 
foppishly dressed gentle man was accustouiod to ri-'^o ut daybreak 
and work hard at digging, mannriug, and other wi-ic roaring his 
beloved potatoes before coming to the etty. Of the luiny prizes ha 
had taken he s^oko with a pride and a retissh which (pilte swtKjtenod 
my cup of coffee. But he added at i-he close uf iioiifossiou I 
never allow potatoes to interfere with my biisiuoss/* That is 
precisely what Komaroff did not do. He thought more of toarls 
and scorpions and the rnbbLsfiy coppers" uf the ancients than ho 
did of the work be was set to do, and paid to do in the Transcaspian 
region« The result was a crop of misrule, and instead of making 
- fur himself a namCi like General KaufmauTi in Turkistan, ho has 
now got to come homo aad take a back seat iu tho affairs of tho 
Bnsaian Empire, 

Kouropatkin is quite a different type of tnuu. Bo has only one 
toste^war. Nothing interests him but lighting, and writing about 
fighting. He is a tlioro ugh professional. The iiietureswjiio side of 
war does not draw one drop of ink from his pon. Ho concerns 
himself entirely with the dry mathomatica of a fight. He likes to 
know, down to the last dpuinrner boy, how many men took part in 
the battle, where each man was posted, what each man fired, what 
were the theoretical atid actual effects of the firing, and what were 
the definite reanlta of the tactics ertiployed. Personally 1 am very 
fbnd of military Uteratui^. I love to steep myself in gore* Noth¬ 
ing delights Hie more tHatt a good bloody battle* But the battle 
mast' be descHbed os a Eitigkke or a IMstoi dosonbes battlee. 
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1 can't Eitand a meul af chuif. This is precisely what Kouropatluii 
starves up in his many volumiDoua hie tones* They are more of tho 
character of registers of military events than flesh and bloo4 descrip¬ 
tions. For the most part they are as dry as those arid histories of 
this or the other regiment which appear in this wretrhed country of 
ours from time to time. Wliat makea men write these ^inea 
“dreadfuls/* and what on earth inducts mei^ to buy fiiem ? 
1 have a lot in my library. It has fallen to, me to review 
many in my course, and never without a shudder. Arehi« 
deacon Denison, who is as bigoted a religtonist as any seoluded 
Buddhist priest in the llainisaries of Thibet, has been recommend-* 
ing ft short ajid easy way this w'eek for liealing with Bibl^ 
criticism* Rej^d the Bible,” he says, “and read nothing thftt 
flnyltody may write about jt*” This is ccvtamly a short way of 
darning with doubt, rrecisoly the same advice might be given to 
those who may have heai'd that Kouropatkin ia a great ^writer of 
military works—if you wish to enjoy war. tloij*t read Kouropatkin. 
Leave severely alone his luassivo tomes witli their interminablo 
statistics, goomuLrieaJ plans, and ulgcbraic fonnnlaa, and take down 
instead from the abelf Tolstoi*s War and Peace or some other de¬ 
lightful military novcL 

Kouropatkin is best known as SkobclefT’s right hand man# 
He waahis military '‘man Friday*'^ Excluding a brief term of youth 
in ouo of the Turkestan lino Imthdious. from the age of eighteen 
to twenty-tlfreo, and a trip to Algeria during hja ataff collegO' 
course I he w;u» always acting as the chief of Hkobeleff's staff, or was^ 
engaged in writing about the operations as f^oou as they were endedk 
The two were iusej>arabios* So mnoli did the qualities of the one 
fit in with ami aupjiort tile qualities of the other that iSkobelefTa^ 
officers used to quarrel as to which was the real loader of the two* 
When Skobolell' wafi buried in Iliaaan sovon years ago I was invited’ 
by the family to accoinjmny the mourners in the funeral train from 
Moscow. The train was one of the latest built in Russia,^ and consist¬ 
ed of spacious carriages of the American typo ftccommbdating about 
thirty officers in oacJi with free oommiinicatipn throughout. We 
were about fifteen hours doing the journey, and as at every big 
station there was a stoppago to allow the local magnatos to do 
honour to tlie deceased by a funeral mass on the platform^ there 
was very little stagnation and sleep for the officers, who had to bo 
present in full dress at each. While on the way I was very much 
interested in the discussian that took place about Kottropatkin. 
The offioera^^ wild harumcarum lot-^-were for the most pact mieiii 
who had served with Bkobeleff in most of his campaSguPi “fld adpred* 
their dead leader. Yet there ware among them a i^umlw who hf]4 
tbatiu the long run Kouropatkin would beat It 
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was admitted that Kuuro^atkfri had not the dare-devil dash of 
Skobeleff*, but while he was just as bravo aud twice ue cool he pos¬ 
sessed greater skill thau the hero of Plevna, Ou one polntj bciwever, 
all were agreed. After SkoheleSF, there was uo better general ia 
the whole Russian army than Houropatkiu, 

Of coarse pai;^onal iotimacy and enthusiasm had much to do 
widi this opinion^ but that Kouropatkin was a sort of second Skobe- 
leS was admitted at the time by the Russian Govornmont itself. It 
may be reniemborod that when SkobeloJT died be bad 'entered upon 
a political career, Hts personal infliieiico with the [iusslau people 
was enormous, and it was in his power to mould the foreign and 
home policy of Russia to an extent that excitod ft^ar nud disfavour 
at Court- Hb position was such that hi^d lie biren unjiutnotlc and 
self-seeking he could have made himself dangerous to the Romanoff 
dynasty. Hence when ho died suddenly in a queer maunor in 
queer quarters in Moscow—a hero struck down in tlie prime of hfO| 
with all his youthful vigour and beauty still fiTsJi upon iiiin—tiiero 
was an ugly murmur that arose in Moscow iiHtstmg that ho had 
been murdered by the Emjjoror or the Uraud J>ukcs« Had the 
report been true there would bivc unquostiouably ia^rn a rising iu 
Moscow, for the foBling of the pLU>[do for forry-eight hours was 
decidedly one of angry distrust towarils flic Ouurt- IJiiring this 
period all the sliglits put upon Skobulcrf Ijj Llio dead Emperor, tlio 
Grand Duksa, and the 1 Russian Govi'nimcnt wore froefy oominentcd 
npon in tho plainest terms,.in f the EinpL!ror hail to liasi.eji to fhow 
that he was not a party to ilic jealous iuinguos against the dead 
warrior. This weis done by despEiteliang :i Grand ihiko to Aiosoow 
and ordering an imposing funeral, and then a sop was thrown to 
tho RuBKian people by conterriug a dceonition on Kourojkiikin, 
him a command and inviting him to present himself ut 

Since then Kom-ojiatkin has had no opportunity of proving 
whether he a real auccesvSor of ^ikobelclf or not, but ho kis not 
been idle* Tho present (iofemsive arrange me nts on the Austro ^ 
German frontier aro lArgcly the work of the plauuiug, ami ho has 
also thoroughly worked out a ^{diGmc of attack upoji India wlucti 
he may yet hVe to put in force. It is a trilo fact tiuit had war 
followed the Penjdch incident Kour opal kin would have led the 
army invading Afghanis ton. 

Such a man os this is ante to leave his sitamp upon TranscapU, 
Placed in absolute command of tho Russian base of operations 
against India he is bound—tho bent of his mind being in tho direc¬ 
tion of planning and organiziDg-—to devote himself onorgeticany 
to the tok of prepaiing for the invaidou of Afghanistan and India, 


Living 

Court, 
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The present Emperor may not conteuipl:tte any sucli operation^ but 
the HiusianK, liko tljo GennuriR^ look miles alienrl, and do notj like 
the EngflaL, eauQoe thcinscls''ef^ te the limits of the yard measure of 
the hour. When tlm railway between Baku and Tiflis was built in 
1882, a ^rand station was Iniilt in the midst of a howling wilderness 
at Adji-I^btil. For such a station there was not ilia least local ne¬ 
cessity, and had tho railway planners been ludiai^or homo ofHcials 
they would have simply struck up a shanty. The Ruf^sian Govern^ 
meat, however* had decided in its mind that some day n railway 
would probably run off from the Tifliis line to Teboran, bo in anticl- 

S atioa of this, thoy built, years in advanceli^f tlio event, a commo- 
iousjunction station at Adji-Kubnl, This policy ia one that we 
may exi^ect to ^eo repeated when Kouropatkiii arrives to take 
command of Tran?nftj{pia* , With his habitual thoroughgoing 
seriousnos4 lio will njmly himself to the organuatjon of all the 
military resources of tlm province, taking as much pains as though 
he were convinced that war would broak out the day aflter to¬ 


morrow. 


DiLKEma Am BiLiam tee emfibe. 


, " Los’jjow, May mh^ 7590. 

I N this emmiry it is the citbtoih for umn to talk or write themselves 
into otiice. The ionguc is usually more potent than the pen ill 
such a hiisiiic::^, but where a politicalii c;m both with freedom 
and skill he commonly Cannes all before him. Among the most 
hrilliant cxainjilcs of I,his rule may bo cittvl Sir ^lliarlos llilke. His 
GreaiC)' Brliatn was tbi» t^fthe season when publlsbed. His 

suhseipjont snecchoa of a republican cliaraeter made him notorious 
throughout too length an I breadth of tbclaniL The eJ(Tbrvoscojico 
cf youth ovor, lie settled down to the calm and sodftCc career of a 
st.atf^&man ami acl^ievi^d i^uch success over thg Hedistribiition Bill 
that the Liberal party began 1,o sjjoak of him the future successor 
of Mr. Gladstone. Suddenly in Iho height of liis popularity occur¬ 
red the CraTvford divorce case, and eliarges of immorality were made 
against him which pulverized his pobiical positlou to atoms. The 
man who one day was looked upon as tiie heir-apparent of tho Pro- 
mior, waa the nest day scarcely able to show hU I'aOH in the street. 
Tho fallen idol promised his friends to rebut the charges of “French 
vice ’* aud so forth made against him In the open Court. Ho has 
failed to do so. Then he discovorod India, aud applied himeolfto 
the writing of alarmist books about tho weak couditlou of tho armji 
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the danger of the BnesUii advance and tbe defencelessneas of Canada. 
Apparently the object y?afl to write himself back into office. If bo 
he cannot be eaid to have been very finccessfnl* The pTiblic is no 
longer interested in the writing of Diike'a books ! it looks for and 
wants the ^hting of Dilke’s character. This will explain the icy 
greeting with whicb bis Ifftesi book has been received by the general 
pnblic, notwitha^nding the fulsome eulogies of penny-o^lineis 
amdons to earn tfie good-will of the proprietor of the Aihenttuta^ 

Hy opinion on tho matter of ibe alleged immorality of Sir 
CharleB XJilke was expressed pretty plainly in your columns some 
time and need only be reierred to briefly again. As & general 
princMe, history demonstrates that capacity of rnling minus Puri¬ 
tanical goodness is a greater boon for a country than Puritanical 
goodness minus capacity for ruling. As men of real capacity are 
rare it is a folly for a country to be too fastidious when it is lucky 
enough to have a good one to lead it. Outside England there is no 
diflerence of opinion on this pointy and in England itself the opinion 
IB held by the majority of men^ altbongh they are afraid to rtm 
counter to Puritanical Bentimont by expressing it too plainly on ibe 
platform or in print. For my part^ 1 do not beliove in hiding such 
views under a bushel. If the Puritan sentiment be wrong men it 
ought to be attacked os openly as any othor error. 1 had occasion 
to argtie the point the other day with a Nonconformist minister, 
who held that the slightest sexual slip, even in the intoxication of 
youth, ought to disable any and every man from hoMing a public 
position. He eoctondedtbat a Bismarck should be iitUde to retire 
under such a ruliogt to make way for a Father Damien however 
great a failure tho latter might be in managing the afiairs of men, 

1 lost patience. Seiaiiig him by tho shoulders and looking at Mm 
Btraight in the cyeSj I exclaimed, My dear sir, when you and 1 
look about the world and see the immense number of blockbeoda in 
it, is it not difficult to repress the prayer that great and clever men 
might be more immoral V” 


So that^when 1 say what 1 have to say about Bir Chorlea Dilke 
bilking the Empire, no ono wilt accuse mo of being puritanically dis¬ 
posed towards him In regard to the unhappy—or rather, as I shall 
directly show, the happy—event that turned him out of office. It is 
a notorious defect of democratic iast]tution<i that men who 
talk themselves into office rarely carry out their promises to the 
public. Wise political observers are no more deceived by 
professional politicians than shrewd investors are led away 
by professional company promoters. They naturally look for 
and are not surprised at| the due appearance of a swindle. But 
Bir CharleB was never regarded as a “ carpet-bagger."' His GreaUr 
Britain bod created the impression that be was pre-eminently 
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a patriot. Whatever narrowness of vision nciigbt attaoH itself to 
the party to which lie bekngod, the fooling waa general that so 
broad-minded a writer could uot fail to prove faithful to the beat 
traditions of the empire if ever he got into office. His rash 
expression of Republican views did not shake this feelingj since the 
passing frenzy was followed by an attitude of antiparoobialism 
during the period of the Bulgarian atrocities and Midlothian spoeeh-* 
es- The downfall of the Beaconsfield Ministry brangbt Sir Charles 
immediately into office. It is true that he was made the siib* 
ordinato of that polite little kid-glovod muff Earl Granville, but any 
one who ia acquainted with the inner life o( English politics knows 
that a vigorous Parliamentary Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs can excrciBc a pretty powerful influence on Imperial policy, 
8o fur from this dicing the case with Sir Charles ho adopted the 
worst features of Jack-in-office parochialism tho moment he etltored 
Dawning Street, Without tho slightest jnotification he ratted to 
the Parochial3, and bccuruo a more boot-cleaner to Earl Granville, 
Throughout his whole official career ho never once attempted to 
put into practice the lmpf:rial precepts in Greater JJritaint and 
when the Crawford caao ejected him from oifico it was impossible for 
his warmest admirer to put his linger on any act of tho Gladato- 
nian Governmont, colonial or foreign^ and say, ‘'Here Sir Charles 
exercised influeuce for good,” 

In the Prohlems of Greater Britain Sir Charles Dilke atanda 
aghast at the Uussiau advance, and with all his might and main 
cries “Woiri” He oven out-Vamherios Professor Vambery; 
altbongh having without acknowledgment appropriated hts senti* 
ments ne Is ungracious enough to igooro him os a nonentity^ It 
ia noteworthy that Sir Charles himself, this rampant Repuolioan 
of yore, who wished to abolish all titles, describes himself on tbo 
title page of hia book as ^‘The Right Honourablo Sir Charles Dilke, 
Bart?’ notwithstanding that in tna Bepublio of Letters authors are 
accustomed to sink their titles and rely upon worth alone for their 
repatation with tho public. Personally I am glad to sec Sir 
Carles clamouring for the proper defence of India, but at tho 
same time 1 am sorrowfully conscious that there was no member 
of the Liberal Government of tho evil 8 0-*85 period who opened wider 
the portal to the Russian advance than Sir Charles Dilke himself. 
It is a notorious fact, which anyone can see demonstrated in detail 
in my Ruaeian Advance Towards India page 35, published in 1882, 
that Sir Charles Dilke himself broke down Kandahar Debate 
on the 25th of March 1881, by mendaciously creating the impres¬ 
sion in the House that our retirement from Kandahar would be 
reciprocated by a Russian evacuation of the Transcaspian region. 
When the Russians, instead, pennanently annexed Askabod, a 
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howl was raisod a^:ilnst Ru^isiati duplicity ; hut (ls I pointed out 
at the time, the Hiiijifiaas hud never made any premia to retiro, 
nor did any of their aotg jioiitt in that dtroction* If there had 
been any trickery and lym^^ 1 wag compelled to confeBs, though a 
Russophobe by roputiitioTi, that the sin lay ut the door of the Qlod- 
etono Government and not at tliat'of Alciandec UI. No iliploinatio 
information has einco been publiahod upsetting this view, nor does 
even Sir Charles-himself attempt it in his recent volumo He is 
too conscious that he bilked the Empire by protending that the 
Russians wore going to retire when they hud no intent lou of retir¬ 
ing, and, occupied as ho was with Fanny and otiler Women, ho was 
such a lazy guardian of our 'Iiujiorial inWests that ho did not 
know even when exjwllcMl from ofHco^ that the Transcaspian Rail¬ 
way was a r<^nl railway and net a train Uiuh and wj>*i still unaware 
of the fact when Professor Vmiibrry oorreetod the blunder in the 
I^oH night It/ TIh^ hiiixing buHiuess was naturally followed 

by the logicid scipieuce oi' events, by the swotip upon Merv, the 
seizure of Bai'ukliB, ihc raid 'upon Pal-i-Kluitim and the capture 
of Poujdeh; tliu Ciiadsteue Guwriiiuent, on its part, replying 
with the ]»aUry pulling u]> of I lie Quetta railway and other 
puorilo acts, which, eeu]ilcd as tliese ignominious deeds were with 
Sinkat, Majuba, Khartoum and other hum ilia lions our boys will 
live to revile mh for, would lla^‘t! madu any real patriot retire from 
ofhco rather than be a party to such trimsiudious. Had the 
noisiest Radical village cobbler been in office iiisteEii] of the talent^ 
ed author of Greater Britain^ the Hni}iIrecou]d not have fared worse* 
When, therefore, Sir Cliurles tries a second tinio to wrltt! himself 
into office, 1 am bis open, undisguised euoiny* I would forgive in 
any English statesman, witJi Prince Bismarck's patrlotiam and 
Prince Bismarck's capacity, oven tho ” French vico*’ anathema" 
tized by Mr, Orawfor^b hut I havo no forgiveness for the best of 
men wno is a traitor to the Empire, And Sir Charles when in 
office was not the host of men, while ho iielpod to }>etray to the 
Bussians tiie easiost of tho roads of advance upon India, 

Probl^nis of Gr^atf^ BnlaiH is, to a largo extent, a padded 
edition of Great^^ Britain^ but tho paddirjg is invariably useful* 
As for the additions gcrjcrally, they aro fuU of such fuds as the 
one I exposed the other day, that the best way to check a Russian, 
adyance upon India would bo to occupy VhulivosLock, Sir Charles 
thinks Russia might blood to death there. One might just as well 
try to bleed Great Britain to death by occupying ihc Channel 
Islands* Himself posing as a patriot, he lias nothing but cold 
water and ridicule for tho Iiu[)erkl Fedoration League, How, 
whether federation of the Empiro be feasible or not, there is 
certainly one thing to bo siiid for the Lotigud—it done an 
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iitimenso deal to educate tlio public into a patriotic coDScionsnosa 
and appreciation of England'^ Emjare, Thia snroly should entitlo 
Lord Ltosebery and hb i'riotids lo the gratitude of the ^ftn who 
wrote Greater Britain. Anything whi^ in any way contributes 
lo the contiolidatiun of tho Enijnre secures from mo aineero rcjoie* 
ing^ whether the act be that of a Beme Ruler or Oonservativo* 
Gt lad Etonian or l*riuirose gusher* Rut either tho putriotiam in 
Greater Britain, was sbaiumcd by the author, or*01 so, for political 
gain, he dropped tlio aentiraontior white dive red parochialistu when 
in office. If 1 were ashed to specify twenty books which hud iii- 
fluouced my thoughts more than itny otherij. Greater Britain would 
}>o iucludodin the number; but were 1 urgetfto express a very candid 
opinion of Problems of Greater Briutm^ 1 should have to declare, 
alter ]a}'iug it down, my conviction that the author is no more 
'worthy to be trusted again with Iinporial power than any carpet* 
bagger in tho world west of America. 


VAMBEBYJ^OT TO VISIT mDLd, 


Eastbouhwk, Jul^ Ziih^ IBZO. 

T he Times ami ounce d u short time ago tlial l^rofessor Arminius 
Vambery 'Was to visit India in the autumn. I am now informed 
tliat this journey will not come oG\ ** i.^erhun high authorities” 
have expressed their disaj)proval of Vauihory appearing among the 
Mnssalmans, and ho has decided to yield to the pressuro brought 
to bear u}jou him, Tho more the jiity* Tlio visit would have done 
Russia no harm, and would have doubtless been productive of an 
entortaining book of travels. When Vambery was in London in 
the spring he 'was full of bis proposed visit. He unfolded hia plans 
to me over and over again, and some of his intentions were decidedly 
original* Vambory Jeeturiag at Quetta and f£tod byithe officers 
of the garrison would have been interesting, but Varabery riding 
alone to Kabul and disenssing the Russo-Indhm Question with the 
Amir 'would have l>oen distiuctly pietnrosquo. The idea, I presume, 
'was a little too original for ourpreacut parochial Premier* H'ussia 
might Lava declared war had the ex-beggar poked his inqoisiti'Ve 
noflo north-west of tho Kh 3 ^ber. Tho occupation of Constantinople 
by a Russian army might have followed the occapation of Cabul 
by Vambory and liis shaggy pony. What might have happened 
had ho gone on to Herat and tried to look at tJie new frontier it is 
beyond my imagination to conceive. However, the snpressioD of 
the visit is not without its compensations. We shall all sleep 
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in tranquil beds m Europe in tbe autumu, and tha roar of ibo Rub- 
Bian guns will not be heard on tho Indian confines. Taml >ry's 
romantic career toay lose an inberesting episode, but science will tie 
enriched by the researches he intends to pursue at Conitantinoplo 
instead. 

Would Enesia havo*roally been so moved by Vambory^s visit 
to India? Has our Government gained any increased respect in 
Russia b^ restraibing him from making a journe^r in a portion of 
the Empire open to the rest of the world ? 1 think not* Russia 

is not pnrsning an active policy in Afghanistan for, the momont, 
and 1 do not believe M. do Giers would have worried himself even 
if Vambery hud paid his respects to the Amir at HubuL Russians 
are too conscious of tlielr strength in the region east of the Caspian 
and on the Afghan frontier to f^i^ll into fits of frantic oxcitcinent 
over the chance vhtit of a talont.od Imgtfist to AbJul Itahmun Khun* 
They would have had reason for complaint only if the Professor hud 
ventured to intrigue beyond the frontier, aud this, of course, 
Vambery had loo much commonsense to do. Ko one realises more 
clearly wan Vambery wliat is possible and what Is impossible in the 
East. To have braced up the Indian Mussulmans against Russia 
is a matter into which Vaiuboiy would have thrown himself heart 
and soul* But he w'ould have never dreamed of exciting stray 
Bokharans and( Khivans against a Government whicli is now too 
golidly impisod upon C&ntiMl A^ia to bo upi?et by tho ardour 
of a tourist, however forvid Ins eenviet.iQns, Vambery may bo 
an enthusiast in ohampioning the cause of England against Ilnssiuj 
but ho is not a faddist. Ho has knocked about too much in this 
very rough world to have many eccentricities and missions left 
him. If ho hates Russia, it is net because he is a Hungarian but 
because he is a thorough Radical, detesting all despotic Governments 
and dll forms of social life that compress and enslave the individual. 
English civilisation seems to him a finer type for India to adopt than 
ihe Rnaaian, and from the outset of his career he has olways approved 
of the one and denounced the other* 

When ^ambeiT was the guest of tho Sultan last year, Rugsia 
did not complain. When ho was the guest of the Queen at Windsor, 
tho viait was hardbp^ referred to by the Hnaaian Press. When the 
Emperor of Austria made him the mouthpiece of the Shah during 
hie Iranic Majesty’s stay at Vienna, there was no squall in the Ru g* 
sian diplomatic world * Why, then, assume that the visit of Vambery 
to India and Kabul would have been an affront to Rugsia ? Are wo 
really so frightened of Kussta that nowaday we must hesitate In 
all our doings, lest we make the Cossack wild ? If tlua is to continue 
when Russia is at Askabod and Merv, what will the state of feeling 
be when she reaches Herat and the Helmnnd, It would be far 
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better to give up India at once than degenerate into a nation of 
co'wards. 


I n point of foreign policy tliere is not a pin to choose between 
iliestatesnien of either pmrty at the pre^nt moment* ^‘Surrender 
for fear of giving offence” is the watchword of onej “Yield, be¬ 
cause peace is bettor than war” ia the motto of the other* When 
the Conservatives were out of oihce tliej denonn<;pd the surrender 
of Pcnjdeh ; but as soon as ^uliabnry was in office he gave up the 
Khushk district to Hussia. The Grladstonian failures in South 


Africa were the theme of many a Tory indignation speech when 
Salisbury was in Opposition ^ but lie surceeftcd no better with Zulu* 
land and Swaziland, and one can really £nd nothing in his South 
African policy sipce ho came into power to deserve applause. As 
for his policy elsewhere iu ^^frica, it has been generally a failure. 
Even he himself had to upoIogiBo for the recent Anglo* Germ an 
Agreement) cutting a fine iiguro before Europe compared with the 
fiturdy exultation of fltatesmeu who won the points of the game at 
Berlin, The chief merit claimed for it is simply that it is calculated 
to cement the Anglo-German underatanding and make the Germans 
more tf^nAy to help ns; but this oonBideration is not worth a siagle 
aero of Qeli^olaud, Our solo aorioua enemy is Iluasia* Germany 
might, for *1jo e^tko of herself anti Austria* help us keep Eossia out of 
Uonstantinoplo, but her statestnou frankly confess that they would not 
go to war with Eossia merely to keep the Oossack out of India* Since, 
therefore, Couftitantinoplo possesses value in Engliah eyes Only 
hw^auso of tts*anciont rupulatioo of being a inilestone on the rood to 
India—a reputation lost when Uussia cstablishod lior grand military 
position eoflt of tlio (Caspian, it follows that the Anglo-German 
allianco is really worth to us nothing at ulL It is a mere phrase, 
invented by ch^ver Cousotvativo politicians to conceal the miserable 
blunders ot' tbclr chiefs 


But it is said that Germany would do us barm if we did not 
concede to her what she wants in Africa. All the more reason 
for not ^aniTenderiag huge slices of territory ; for if**a European 
power, professedly friendly, bu so cove toou sly disposed to wards ui 
our policy should be to keep her em}iiro smaller ithd weaker, not assist 
her tojemargo it. If Germany, being afirstr^lass {jower, can be sng^, 
HO ought it to bo possible for England to be also angry, unless she 
be a miner power, which no Englishman accepts as the case as yet. 
If Germany, out of spite, can play Russia against England, so also 
can England play Russia against Germany, The Russians would 
far sooner fight side by side with the Engli^ against Germans, than 
with the Germans against ourselves, A combination of BufiSLa» 
France and England would reduce Germany, even aided by Auft< 
tria and Italy, to a very inferior position in European afiairs. The 
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consciousness of this should roally ijupart more pluck to English 
polioj* We should bo above being deferenlial to Russia and 
Gertnanj at every turn of Enropeati afTairs* Wo tvoh our empiro 
by courage not by covrardico. Wo shall certainly lose the Indian 
portion of it if we persist iu our prosout polioy of poltroonery in 
foreign uffairs. 


RUSSIANS RAILWAY ADVAJ<fCE INTO 

CENTRAL ASIA. 


-- 

Eastbol-rne, Augmt 7th, 1S90, 

F ar too littlo attention has been given by the press to a work just 
published by W, It. Allen & I-o.i the publishers to the India 
Office, dealing witli the Itussian railway advauec into Central Asia* 
Tho author is Mr* George Dobson, who for many years past has 
represented the Times at Sti, Petersburg* Mr. Doh^ton^A tolograpbio 
nows appeared in the Times long before Hir Donald Mackenzie 
Wallace wrote hia famou?i hook on aud but for Mr* Dobson 

the career of the late Hccrctury to Earl Dtiffcrin in India might 
have been of a totally different chfU'acteT* When tho Rnsso-Tnrkisli 
war broke out in the Timst wished its fit. Potbrsbarg corres* 

pondent to remain at home* Mr. Dol^son, on tlio other h ^nd, was eager 
to see the war* Tho result was ho went otf to tlio scene of hostilities, 
leaving the St. Petersburg post vacant, ami tlio TimtiSt in u hurry 
to fill it up with the first availahlo man, pitched Uf«>n Mr. Wallaeo, 
whose book on Russia was thou ifegluiiiug to attract uitentiou. At 
St. Petersburg Mr, Wallace finit made tlio acqnainlance of Lord 
Dnfferio, and a strong friendship sprang up fjcfcwoen the two. When 
the latter was romovcJ from Russia to Constautiooplo tho Timet 
transferred Wallace to that quarh^r also, and he accompanied 
in due course tho Ambassador to Egypt, upon which oonatry ho 
wrote a book, that proved as great a puidishing iailuro as the pra* 
vious one on Russia had been a ^ucce^s. Jlail I time for Tnonilisin^, 
a pretty sermon might bo preached on the vicissitudes of books. Tho 
work on Bussia made Wallace's career, hut Uod tho one on Egypt 
appeared first the world might have heard no more of the antbor, who 
might have saocumbod to the fulluro aud joined tho ranks of that 
Urge body of English writers—^'‘ono-book men*' Disraeli called 
them—who publish one book and no more, llowovcrj tho failure of 
his work on Egypt did 3fr, Wallace no harm in the oyos of Earl 
Duff©rin, who a short timer afterwards took him out to India m 
Private Secretary on being appointed Viceroy* In due course tho 
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author became n kui^lit, aud with the retirement of Earl DufTorin 
to Homo re turned to lOugland to rei^umo hhi literary uvocationSj the 
resmJt of wldch will ^irobably bo u book on India noE:^ autama,^ 

Moanwhilo^ during Sir Dou;Lld MaokonKio WeiIIuoo^s stay at St* 
Petersburg, Mr. Dobson rojiruoJ about l.ho theatre of war, and the 
'J'irn^i being tiDtueky with the men it specialiy sent ont oa corres- 
pondenta, was only too glad to lisive, in sjiite oP itself, a vigorona, 
traiuod journaUst on the sjiot, co avers ant. with Russia and personally 
acquainted with Skoboleif and the loading Russian Qonerala, The 
operations over, Mr* Dobson returned to ^t. Petersburg, wbero he 
lias coutiaued the regular cor respondent of the Tim^s ever since, if 
during tbj^t period ho lias not osUiblisliod i^Uch a iiereonality (‘or him^ 
fi'lt in tbo jVm*>v^^coluiTmH us M* do Blowiu at Paris, the lauU is due 
to tho Tirn&A iUull', vvliieli tre^fts Ras-^ia ua a sort of European China—i 
a wallod-up oouiitry ouisido the pale of civilisation—in whpse affairs, 
oxcopt on such .special occasions as the assassination of the Tssar, the 
jxdjltc of England need have noconcorn. 1 have bofore pointed out 
that the 7Vni^j’ cgrrosiioiidcnt in tiusRia bus but ono allotted functioD'— 
to he first in reporting tlic death of iho Tkeif, Ko long as be is alwaya 
on the alert ntglit and day to bo first at tbo doath and odablo tno 
7tm^j to publish the news in jidvauce of any other paper, 
Mr. Waiter uud Mr. Ibicklo caro nothing furlhet for news froni the 
Hus'^iuu Enipire. To be alwsijs bauging ubout the Court, 
colloctitig nowe flmt is iiovor used, is a task similar to tKe 
nnehnit cue «f rolling £»toue» up a billj and the 7 '*Wj might 
seriously a^k itj^eU wliotlior assigning z^o much importaueo to lieiug 
first with tbo now** of the Tnur^s death, inid ^crificing all else for it 
is a game worth the Ciuidlo* That ibs Hui^siaii nows might be of 
a very dlfi^eiout chamolor is shown by Mr, Dobson’s new book, 
which on shrines tlio a*l mi ruble letters on the Tranoospian Railway 
lio sent to the Ttmcf in the spring of 

These le titers were eight iu number so von others not being 
published by the 7tines. Mr* Dobson luis recust the wh^Je of them 
and added fresh matter, bringing the suLijcct entirely up to date. 
The illustrations, although good, aro not so matiy as ho would havo 
liUed ; but in this mutter an autJior is necossarily in the hands of' 
his pablishers, aud tbo hitter rogurd It jmrely from the standf oiat 
of pounds, shillings aud ponce* Authors who havo large private 
fortunes or represent powerful monetary interests naturally have 
an advantage over those who hiivo not, and it is not to be ox]>ected 
that ordinary writers can endow their books with the wealth of 
illustrationa that render popular such worts as the Cruise of the 
Sunbeam," the coi^t of which, large aa it was, was probably less to 
I/ady Brassoy than many a dinner upon that luxurious yacht. 
Resides pictures, the hook contains go veral capital maps. One large 
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one id p^Hcnlarly interating, for it shows the proposed junction 
of the Ueatral Aaian and Siberian lines. Probably years will ekpse 
before the junction is complete^ but when this is the case the railway 
will possess addiUonol strategical interest owing to ttueda being able 
to direct her Siberian resources against 1 ndia, Bearing in mind that 
there is a steady yoI notary colonisation of Siberia in progress, as 
well as an enforced one, and that the home population of Kudsia is 
^reaclin^ towards the Ural regiosj the development of tho Hussian 
Caiiada IS a factor not to be unduly ignored in Asiatic politics. 
Fortunately, wo ourselves are establishing a counterpoise in 
Australia that will easily compete ivith and beat Eussia's colonisa¬ 
tion of Siberia. Before Kussia has ten millions settled in SiLerlu that 


number will o&ist in Australia, and tho resources of Ahsllx^urno, 
Sydney and Adolaido will be more easily transported to India for 
defence than those of Tomsk and Tobolsk for offence* 


Mr* Dobson's book carries events down to tho retirement of 
Alikhauoflf from Merv and the appointment of Kuropatbin to tho 
command of the Transciispian region. His descrijition of tho 
intrigues of the Russian officials against each other will be read wdth 
interest, specially by those men of the world who know how grout 
an inffuenco is exercised in aff'airs b}’ purely yiersoual cona id orations, 
and how littte by such magnificent schemes of policy as the fu'se 
will of Peter the Great and other bogeys of the RusEjophobist party. 
His account of tho commercial future of the line is very valuablo, 
and should be careful! yTfeighed by strategists in Inti in, because, 
fiince the strength of all armies largely depends upon tho character 
of the local resources of a country, the more those resources arc 
developed the more formidable, the enemy is likely to bo. From 
this point of view tho cultivation of cotton at Moit is as menacing 
to India as the establishment of military posts at Puld-Khalun 
and Penjdehj because to cultivate tho cotton Russia is doubling tho 
cultumble otob of lUerv, and rendering that oasis better fitted to 
fef d and provide transport for a force on ite way from TiirkisUu te 
India. PouAb such as these impart particular interest to Mr, Dob¬ 
son’s book, which should be atldod to ovoray libray in India, 
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BUSSM'JS MimSTJEB OF FIJUJ^CF 

AT MERY. 


—— 

LokdoHj SeptenAer ^th, 1890. 

« 

T he R-tissian Miaister of Finance, Vishnegradalty, ia making quite a 
tState pragreaa through Central Asia, From every point at which 
he atopa long telegrams como describing his movements, his recep¬ 
tions, dinners^ luncheons, toasts and specc^ies; and the Daily 
could hardly make more of a political jonrnej of Mr, Gl^stono 
than tbu tolograpliie nows agencies of Hiissia arodoin^ in regard to 
the Minister ol Fimmce, Yishnogradsky is nothing if not showy, 
and tho internal news ageneias of Russia being under State control, 
the Minister has managed to keep himself prot^ well befoTO the 
pahlic since ho loft 8t, Fetors burg for the East* The most intaresi* 
iug part of his operations^ so far as this country is concerfted, is 
that associated with his visits to Askabad and Mery* At the former 
place ho met Vlaf^ofP, tho iiussiau Consul-General at Meshed, who 
liad boon sninmoned to moot him, and the two participated in the 
delihersitions of a commission sitting under tho presidonoy of 
Gciioral Kouropatkin, for making a railway to Meshed, I mve 
sevoral times already pointed out tliat the taking in hand of this 
enterprise only a question of tinier* The political and military 
siguiucance of tho lino gives it suprome importance in the eyes of 
Kussia. and had tho late Governor* Gone ml Komaroff boon a little 
nioro vigorous, the consent of the Emperor would have boon secured 
long ago, Koiirapatkin is now forcing it to tbo front, and it is 
said that already, lioforo the dolibomtious of the commission he up^ 
]ujifit(^d are complete, the Russian Minister at Teheran haa been 
asked to demand tho aequfcscouco and ^proval of the Shah, In view 
of tho menacing power in regard to TTorat and India, Russia will 
acquire on the completion of tho line to Meshed, it is 4 ; pit^ a little 
more energy is uot shown in pressing on our own railway to 
Kandahar* Ojf costly experience with the Bblan railways should 
surely warn us that it ig wiser to construct railways calmly in time 
of peace than cboose wrong routes iu a hurry and scamp the work 
during the feverish excitement of a war scare* 

At Mery, Vishnegradsky had to investigate a Hcania! which is 
causing tho Emperor and his Ministers great annoyance. After the 
annexation of Merv the Emperor was seized with the whim to own 
a Central Asian estate, and accordingly a large area of the Upper 
Mery district was set aside for the Crown, and dubbed " The 
Tzar'i Domain/' The area was large, the soil waa magnificent^ and 
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the elimato was suitablo for the growth of the r^hoicest kinds of 
cotton. One thing ftlon« was laoking^water ; hot this, llit» engineers 
said, conld be remedied f*y restoring a certain ancient darn and 
excavating a buried network of canals. To carry out tho scljemo 
presented^ a largo sum of money was assigned, and from thno to 
time tho Russian public has bern treated to glowing accounts of 
the remarkable cl|auge in the :iii[jo;'t of the Murgbab region under 
the influence of the engineering genius of Qospodin Koiid-Poklesky. 
The public had at lengtli got to bcliove that millions of acres had 
been reclaimod, that Kussfaii (Jolouies had rfcUled oii^tlie banks of 
tho canals, that cotton hiUl begun to sprout like weeds, and that a 
palaoo had been reared, ov^^rlouking the vast flouiaiUi wliicli would bo 
tenanted by the gratified Emperor liimself iiexi ^uiptner. 

It now appears, however, that all these fanciful descriptions of 
the groat irrigated estate, omauating from the cluyoy hankt^ of the 
muiJdy Murgbab, ha^lno existoiieo except in tho bruin of tho inter¬ 
ested party who invented tliem. True a palaoo lias bean built and 
the river has been d a in in ed, but the water mo[i*t minii the dam, and 
instead of carooriug through tho canals made for it. [irofers to avoid 
the estate and seek other channels of iU own for r^ aclujig the sandy 
desert. Schuylen, in his 7relates similar experiences in 
(Central Asia. The natives alwaj^s manage 1o construct canals that 
answer the purpose, and howevor primitive tiudr luothod^, 
their canals achieve their aim, TJio Rusi^ian onghieerd, on tho 
other hand, with their limitless theory and limited pmetic^:, have 
time after time caastructoJ canal systems in Tiirkistan wlii -h iiuve 
failed disastrously after swallowing vast sums of money. TJio costly 
failure of the attempt to irrigate tho Hungary Stoppa seems to 
have been repeated at Merv, but iu this case tho tejiiperor hapficued 
to be personally interested, so Unit it did not do ro simply eva¬ 
cuate the business and be Bileut over the falltiro. Thiogs were iu 
this predicament when aotne one suggested that it would be wirfe to 
call in tho aij| of foreign skill, and aocordiagly a m|U6sl was sent to 
Sir Coliu ^^cetb-Moncrieflf that he would repair to Morv, and extri¬ 
cate the fiovernmenb Irom its ditficulty. A telegram from Cairo 
states that ho will leave Egypt for Merv next Tuesday. Bearing 
iu mind how rigorously Englishmen luive been excluded friim 
Central A^ia until cj^uite recently, and oven a certain extent at 
the present lime, it is rather amu.'^tng to find the Russian Govern¬ 
ment summoning nil English engineer to illerv to help them out of 
a scrape. An Einfieror may ukaAn that all feroign skill shall be 
excluded from the Russian administration, but ho cannot prevent 
Russia having to rely on the foreigner all the same, in its present 
undeveloped and ill-educated couJition Russia cannot dispense with 
the skii], capital and enterprise of Europe, and by striving to mako 


RUS9IA^d Mil? IS IE a OF FiMANCE AT HERV. m 

lii3r do wiLliout lliem the Emperor Las largely blocked the progress 
of the nation^ 

Tijc British Consul at St* Petersburg has just issned a report 
in he drawn alteiiLion to a fact od icvLich 1 liave repeatedly 

insL-ted in your coliiinris^that Russia b begiTming to Buffer keenly 
JVoni licr hostile tariff and hatred of the foreigner. The policy of 
the Minister of Finitnee tnaj" bo summed up in aVord^to charge 
as lu^'h A prbo as poi^bible for raw products and make the foi^igner 
romo and buy theni with gold* Tlie foreigner, on his part, prclcra 
to ticll lib Tnauufactiired goods for Rusaui'^com and hemp, instead 
of conHiiiug the bii^iiness to !i one-^iided transaction settled in gold ; 
and finding Uussia a iiani customer to deal with, he prefers the 
inoi'C acconimodming Statens of South America and tbe British 
foloiiieti. In ihiA niaiuicr Kusfiia bus encouraged for years the 
gnjwtls of i^oiuh Ajiicjrlca and our colonies, and the result is now a 
solidly cstablidicd competition uguLTist lier raw products, out¬ 
weighing enormously the Bmall progress her iudustrios ba\e made 
undor tile iiiHueiico of the tariff The Consul riglitly points 
oat thut our merchants iiow-a^.iuys only buy in Russia when It 
oMpucially suits their purpose to do so. Aa a general practice they 
strive to deal with eonutries where business is made pleasanter 
and t*nsier lor the foreiguer* The example of a Leal thy and oJd- 
e;^hiblbhod English bunking bonst^ at ISt. Petersburg, which a few 
yeai\-t ago uloserl its Russian business and transferred its caj>ital at a 
stroke to thi^t^oiith Amevicun trade, b but one illustratiou among 
many of the tendeucy of the times. 

Only a few days ago 1 was consulted in London with reference 
to a certain Ltussimi concession. The product was one for w^hicL 
there is a great demand in Russia as well as abroad, and it existed 
on the property in question in quantities which would have made 
the future of twenty companies in Ainerieu, Against it was the 
drawback that the articles of asBOciutlon of the company lun) to be 
approved of by the Russian tMvitrniiient, no persoijit were to be 
emjdoycJ but Hus:?iiLns, and the Russian Govenuneut reserved to 
itself tho right to close tho oj-wrutioDs of tile (fompauj^ and nsell tbo 
concern without the Anibusi^ailor of any country having tlie right 
to interfere. Conditions of this deseription uto usually enforced in 
the case of all foreign companies trying to work Itussian products 
and indu^trieSf and I need hardly say prove fatal to all enterprise* 
Wheu a company promoter can form and flout a company w'ithm a 
week or two of a vendor arriving in this country from the colonies 
with a property to sell, he is not going to waste six mouths waiting 
while the Kusskn Gi^vernmoiit dawdles over the artictee of associa- 
tiou, and exacts 6acX:rAwA for every revision it makes* Moreover» 
what body of aharehoLders, however stupid, would like to entrust its 
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capital wholly in the hand ot' Russian emph^ea under a GovornmeiLt 
reserriiig to itaelf the right to auppreBS the entire busineaB if ever it 
chose to do so. It is, thanks to nonsense of tins aortj that n t 
more than one or two Hnssian oompanies are brought out in Land on 
every year, while as many hundreds are launched to develop the 
resources of e^^ch Engnsh colony. Tens of miilioas sterling tiiut 
otherwise might ,cover Russia with railways and provide her with 
porta for her alow-moving produce uuw yf*arly flow to fcioutlk 
America to turn the prairies into com-6dds uud uudersell Russia in 
every European market. 

-- 

SmTHER OBSTACLE REMOVED 
FROM THE ROAD TO IJiDIA, 


Londos, October IStk 1890, 

W HILE tlie piercing of the range between Quetta and Kandahar 
has provoked liiUe interest in Eugland, in spite of the grout 
strategical, political and ounimoicial iinportauce at tite work, tlie 
ioaugurating of the iSurain Tunnel in Russia has been elevated to 
tue proportions of a uatiaual uuJertakiiig of the hrst magnitude. 
Kussia is so flat tluit the necessity for tuunels hardly exists at 
home. Hence the people arc pleased to own one two miles foug— 
the longest in their Empire. Then it has cost a good deal, frein^ 
cut out of the solid rock ; and point wilh pride to havin^r 
epent a million sterling upon the enterprise. The best moan tain 
borers in Europe have been sought out to pierce tbe mountaiu 
ratigo. The money may have oocu Russian, but the skill has been 
foreign. Even the Russian at the head of the Russians has be^'u 
a Role. Uf the 3#,UU(j warknien and futeinonf tho bulk are foreign 
&ud ineludefyeproBoniulives from all parts of Europe excupl Entf* 
Und. We buUt ihe old PoLi-Tiflis line, but we have had nothing to 
do with the luunel - Uur engineer-contractors no longer cater ror 
Russuin business. They do not believe 4n It. Too much palm oil 
is required to lubricate the passing of a contract or concession^ for 
our contractors to care to compete with more spoeulattve Germans 
or French in these days of mirrow margins and close prices. They 
Und the open market of the colonies a better field for contracts than 
the restricted one of ilnssia. ISo that no credit for the tuunol be¬ 
longs to ui except that we may have supplied some of the 1,300 
barrels of Portl^d cement used in the undertaking. The Germans, 
i think, fnrDlshed the 170 tons of dynamite. Over 1,3UO,000 tone 
of rook and dirt had to he removed from the tunnel before the 
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piercing vras accomplished, and a loop Kne 7 mUea long made to 
link tho tnnnol with the esiBtiiig ruilw&y. 

Previous to the opening of the tunnel the TmDScaucagian railway 
had to traverse the Lesser Caucasus moantain at a height of 3,025 feet 
above tlje level of the sea, Tlus ridge divides in twain the country 
between Batonm and Haku between the Black Sea and the Caspian* 
Excluding the ridge the route is easy onongb, ihe railway rising 
gradually towards the capital, Ti^is* from th^ two seas. On tho 
Black Sea side the railway takes the course of the river Biou, on 
the side of th^ Oaspian the river Kura. between Batoum and 

Tiflis there is the ridge of the Ijesser Caucasus, forming tlie back'* 
ground of the Black Sea littoral, which has been an obstacle since 
the opening of the line in 1373. The lino starts from Batonm and 
Poti at 10 feet above the sea level* From Poti the railway for 40 
miles traverses a swamp, atltfr which the line rises with gradients 
from 1 in 125 to 1 in 70, with curvea of from 200 to 250 feet, 
Boy^md tins the gradients are 1 in 45 and, 1 in 25, and finally the 
profile changes to I in 22 landing at the Pont station at the top 
of the Buram Pass, 3,200 feet above the sea level. After leaving 
Foul the lino goes down a few miles at 1 in 22^, after which tho 
grades grow slighter, and beyond Gerl they arc comparjitively easy 
to 'riitis, Durlug the 4 hours' joumey from Qiiirill, on the Hion 
side, to Micbaciovii, on that of the Kura, tho train rises a height of 
2,000 foot. Three ongities, one a 30 ton Fairlie, had to he used to haul 
the trains ui. tp the top ami ease them down the other side. Only a few 
trucks could pa^s over at a time, and only a few trains a day* The 40 
miles of stiff gradients not only blocked the traffic but they cost an 
extra outlay of £55,00U a year to maintain in order. As this sum was 
more thau sufficient to pay a 5 per cent, iotorest on a million of 
capital, 1 pointed out in my llogion of the Eternal Firo” in 1384 
that it would probably serve sooner or later to convince the Gov^ 
ernment that a tunnel would be cheaper to construct than main* 
tain the existing overhead service. The authorities took this view 
a year later and began the line in 1306. The Trshscancaeian 
railway is uow a tolerably level one throughout. The obstacle of 
the Lesser (.aucasus has been successfully abolished. 

Kill'ary men who have studied the part tbe Transcaucaaian 
railway will play in the next Eastern war will not cavil at rhe 
importance the Bussians Osscribe to the line. In the last Turkiih 
war it played a very mstgrdficant part, because it oommeuced from 
a blockaded port and joined a sea more or less under Turkish oontrol| 
with simplr ihe isolated city of Tifiis. It was a mere loeal branch 
line, of value only when the sea was open and free, Tbe case is 
very different now. The line has been extended since 1878 from 
Xiftis to Baku,, and Batoum baa been joined to tbe Black Sea end. 
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It tberofore binda together fwo great seas, of on# of -which Busida 
ia sole mistress, aud of the other almost so by tho growth ofher 
Black Sea fleet of heavy ironclads and the corresponding decay of tlie 
Turkish navy.. Unleas England declared war, Kussia would be 
miatreas of the Black Sea m tho next European canynl>tion, and 
her fleet would eflFucturuly prevent any Turkish vessels from enter* 
ing it And, of course, up io the actual declaration of war there 
would be nothing to pi-event itussia making the fullest use of the 
Black ?ea for transporting her troops and stores to wherever 
they were wanted for the impending outbreak, Thb clearly under¬ 
stood. the importance of the Xr^insciHicasian railway^ and, of course, 
of the Suram Tunnel, will ho at once ajiiiarcnt, means of it 
troops brought from Russia via the Volga, or from Turkestan by 
tho Transcaspian line, would bo rai'ed from Baku to Tiftis, for 
operations in Armenia, or to Batoum ibr desfiatcli to the Euroiiean 
seat of war. In tho same way, if the campaign wore in Persia, 
Afghanistan or India troopH from Busau would bo ferried acros3 
tho Black Sea and railed from Batoiini and Foti to the Caspian. 
This power would cease the moment the enemy entered tho Black 
Sea and stopped the transport between Odessa and Batoum, but it 
-would be possible to send the bulk of the troops and supplies by the 
route before the actual declaration of war. Even in peace time the 
route is usf^d for military purposes^ During tho la!^t few weeks 
8,000 recruits have been sent from Odessa to Batoum to rophice a 
aimilnr number of timc-etpired mou in tho army of the Caucasus. 

Hence those officora of tho Indian Amiy and the army at 
home who have occupied themselves with the task of calculating 
the progress of a Hussain army towards Armenia and towards India 
will now have to recast thidr calculations. Tliey wili have to 
assign to Russia increosod ability for shipping her forces from the 
Black Sea to the Caspian, and from the Caspian to the Black Sea, 
and in a few years th^y may have to recast thorn again, for by 
that time the mniii railway system of Russia promises to be 
pushed devm to Till is, or -wdll join the Tra-uscancasian lino at 
Baku. At present the homo net-work ends at Vladikavknaj* 
Between this and Tiflis lies the Groat (Juucasns, requirin'^ so 
many tunnels io pif-rco that tho Govcrnmf^nfc hits hesitated to 
undertake the enterprise* However, tho sticjicss at Hu rain scorns 
to have revived the various schemes that have been drawn up 
for connecting Tiilis with Russia, and in the course of his speech 
in inaugurating the tnnuaL, the Minister ol Ituilways expressed 
the wish of the Goveramentto make use of tho skill and talent at 
present assembled there to commonoo this great tindertaking* Tho 
remarks may havo been only of an after-dinner character, but they 
have been construed into a seriona expression of policy, and the 
Tiflia officials are looking forward to the liue being early taken in 
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hitnd. The accomplishof ihe uudertiiking would join, the 
Trftnscuucasian ruilwiiy with the lius^ian Dctwork and further with 
the European rainihcation, tliereby rendering it possible to go from 
Calais to the Caspian all the wny by railway. But it is too soon to 
spoculato further in tliia direction, becausej l>eroro the Imo cau ha 
opened, at le&st a dosoa granite tunnels must be pierced, and an 
OKpoudituro be incurred of sovoral milliona sterling None the leas, 
tbo completion of the enterprise, unless it be shelved temporarily for 
the easier line from Vludikavkaz to Baku, U simply a question of 
time. Every year England and Uussia, between thorn, level more 
and more the obstacles between Charing Cross and Oalcutta., and tiie 
present decade will probably jjce railway communication establishod 
between the two, jii spito of the opposition of diplomacy* The force 
drawing them together is stronger than the force trying to keep them 
a]>art. 


---— 

THE AFGH^J<f FROJ^fTIEB W BURMA. 




London, Ociohet 

I LEARN from a good source at St, Petersburg that the Gov-* 
ernor of the Triinscasinan territory has gone on a journey to 
Penjdeli, in <fr(ior to arrange for the establishment of an extenaivo 
military comp in tliut quarti^r. Up to now Hussia lias done little 
to fortify the new Afghan frontier. Her works iiavo been mainly 
of a puoifio character. This has been owing to two causes : one local 
and the other imi>cnal, Tiic local cause arose from the indifference 
of General Komavotf to military matter a—although he wore a 
warlike coat. It did not cover a warlike heart. Ho was essentially a 
civil ariminie^tiator, caring more for the art? of peace than preparEw 
tions for war, Alikhanoff, his subordinate at Merv, wi^ quite the 
contrary; bat this clever and un scruple as warrior hdo excited bo 
much envy in St. Petersburg by his success thatJiis rocommendationfl 
were not attended to* As regards the imperial cause, tbe failure of 
Rnssiun j^licj in the Balkan peninsula, and the consequent humilia¬ 
tion of Kassia before Europe, diverted tbo cyea of Alexander thn 
Third from Asia to Europe imniedialely after Russia's diplomaiio 
snccesses on the Afghan frontier tu 1385, and ho has not directed 
bis gase back again since. It was hardly to be expected, however, 
that things would remain in a «tato of quiescence after General 
Sonropatkin was appointed to replace Komar off. Tbe new Govern 
nor is nothing if not a military organizer. His thoughts run only 
in tbe direction of war* It is natural, ihorefora, l hat ^ be sbotila 
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hia admimstfative powers to tbe nfcmoet io prepm for tJio 
two proUems tbat confront a Buasian G^eneml m Im paskioA* 
The ooonpatian in dne oonrea of Khorassont and the for¬ 

ward D(K>Temeat aonth eaat of Fenjdelii eitl^r against Afghanuh 
tan, or India^ or againflt both* Hence a few days ago, after wel- 
ooming bia wife add faixdlj at Aekabad, where they had arrived io 
loin him, be proceeded direct to the Afghan frontier., accompanied 
Iw the ablest oncers on his Stas'. Hegarding the proportions of 
the new fortified camp, 1 have no definite information, but 1 am 
aasored that the Russian GoTernment means to mahe good its 
Jodgement in the Ehnsh valley, and astonish Sir West Eidgeway 
the extensive use a good General can moke of advantages a 
feeble and indififorent nuiitaiy diplonmtist Bong so recklessiy 
away. 


TbsuMinister of Finance, Visbnigradsky, has finished bis tour 
in Central Asia and is now on his way licme vi& the Oancosus, 
which has just been visited by the Mimstn'r of llmlwayB. Thu 
joamejB of these two fnnctionaries will no doubt be attended with 
important results- The devolo]jincnt of the Transcaspian and Tur^^ 
kiatan provinces depends largely upon the financial assistance 
afforded by the State. The Minister of Flimncu has now had an 
opportunity of examining on the sfHjt the vuduus pending problems, 
and will be in a position to solve most of theui on his return to 
fiti Petersbnrg, It rests with Vishnigrndsl^y to find funds for 
extending the Samarkhand lino to Tashkeud, I'or constructing the 
fad way to Meahed, for completing tho irrigation works ut Merv, 
for giving State aid to the cotton pUntutions at Merv, Tejond and 
ibe Atak, for running steamers on the Ox us, and a nuinfior of other 
undertakings. Enterprise of a private character hardly 
exiats in Russian Central Asia. Excluding the ordinary tmdo 
^carried on by the local Armenian trades people and a few Moscow 
ffcniBj everything is done by the Government. Not a single 
pnblie company has been registered in Russia ibr develop¬ 
ing the many resources of tho Transcaspian region since the 
ODUntry was annexed. Before Engliabmen and Anglo-Xndians 
jocuunent OIL this they would do well to reinembor the little we our- 
pelves have done in Biluohistan and Burma since those regions were 
inoorporaled with the Indian Empire, Excluding the Qoetta 
BaBwaj, tb6 State has done little to develop the resources of Bilu- 
ohiBtaii^ while private enterprise has done nothing at all. During the 
Jftit five years we have had thousands of companies registered for 
do^ air manner of things, possible and impossible, in all 
of the earth, however iuacoessible, with the exception of 
BilQohbtaDj to open up which, I think I can safely state, not a 
eiiigle oom^y Im been regut^ed. 
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Perhaps of Bjlachistaait may baaaid that tliero u not muoh in 
the country to invite opening up, Such an assertion, however, woithl 
hardly be baaod upon facts, for Biluchistan has not yet been 
sufHciently examined for the worhl to know what resources it coii'> 
tains, AIL we know is, in regard to one resource, that it contaitlS 
a good deal more petroteum ths^n wnii expected, and that ontsidCi 
the present limited sphere of GLoTornment oportions exist oth^ 
oil holdii awaiting investigation by the drill* But paucity of ro* 
sources cannot be allegei against Upper Burma, It ij notorlouely 
O'le of tbo riefienSt mineral countries in the world. Yet althotlgV 
ovary (Jontlaental geographer and goologijt ia quite aware of l£lU 
imporhint fact, what h;LS public enterprise done to open up thu 
country since we^took it from King Thoobaw yeata ago ? The 
unlike In the Tran:iC:wpi:m i-qgiQQ, has done practiemty nothing to 
develop rSurmoso rcHoiircea ; while it ig a matter of commotl UO* 
toriety that It ha^ abgoiutelj blocked private and public 
enterprise by unwise regulation, and an ilt-advised poHoy 
of suspense. In s^iying thi.s 1 make no indictment agam^t 
any individual or individuals—if I wished to do so, I think 
your readers know me suffioiontly to feel that thoif namai 
would bo openly niiilcd on tbo columns of this nowapaper— 
but 1 siin|>ly draw attontion for the fir.'it time to a very regrofcabla 
condition of tbings prevalent in Burma, in these daja of rajdd 
company promotion and awift tuiniug over of investmenta, mon of 
monoy in London will not witlingly transact business with countrieSj 
in which thrdhgh unwise Laws or the want of a clear policy, busineaa 
is m*do to dawdle. I pointed out the evil results of this in regard 
to Itussia the other day. From mistaken notion of the duty of a 
paternal Oovorninent the Russian authorities olalra a right to 
rovLso the articles of association of any foreign, company formed to 
carry on industrial operatious within the empire. This moanst ill 
effect, the expenditure of a deal of money in ‘'palm oil*' to hunj 
on the revising business, and a delay of six months, perhaps a whole 
year, before a modu* vivendi is established between the foreign eapi-" 
talists and the Rusaiau authorities. Now a man or a 'borpomtiozit 
having £ 10,00Q to spend in promoting companies, does not like to 
he tied to an undertaking for an indotinite space of time, and be 
compelled os wall to shell out heavily in the matter of expenses. 
Of the two, a mine or industrial undertaking would naturally be 
preferred in a country where no such regulations or expense exist, 
and money can be turned quickly over. Speaking generallr, four 
or five American or oolomal complies could be easily ftoated in tbe 
time it takes to complete one for BosBia, Naturally, tbereforei oitE 
oapitolls Is prefer to luve nothing to do with Russia, and all the indus^ 
tnal schemes brought to London from that country have to go back 
again rejeotodt in spite of theUDqueatiooaUe nierits of many of them, 
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What 1 have said of Bnssia applies in a measure to 
Burma» Instead of inviting a boom bf giving a free band 
to early pioneers—a practice, common enough in the two 
Americas and our colonies—the authorities have ro<juired time to 
frame regulations, formulate solemn policies, and protect rosonreos 
useless until undeveloped,<iEd the delays tbnt harts bvuu occasioned 
thereby have boon most detrlmenhil to the rapid opening up of 
Burma. Oountrifia have their tides of fortune as well ns mdividnnls. 
Commerce is always on the look-^ut for a new boom, and a bnom, 
DO matter how good, always stales sooner or later. One might 
then just as well try and*flag the proverbial dead horse as seek to 
attract copious capital to a country not before the publio. A few 
years ago every investor was mad on Canada. Any kind of Canor 
dian ontorprise succeeded on the market, aoJ millions flowed to 
that country until a reaction set in;'and, although it was not 
followed byacoHapsCi Clanadiun investments ceased to bo fashionable 
and command support. Then Australia had a turn, and there was a 
rage for all manner of Australian mining and land companies no til 
the country was overgorged with capital, and the inevisible prostra* 
tion succeeded« Afterwards South Africa boomed with a heroeness 
almost unparalleled, and before it began to wano Brazil and Argentina 
excited a mania in the breast of the British capitalist. The simultaneons 
collapse in South Africa and the revolutions in the two other coun¬ 
tries have no^v caused a terrible depression ami crisis in London; 
but the Indian Government is gravely mistaken if it im:i.girLes that 
bureaucratio cotton wool will save Burma from a simiLr fate iu the 
future# Sooner or later, probably sooner, because it is a new 
country of infinite possibilities, Burma is sure to boom, and is just 
as certain in due season afterwards to sicken from ovor^enterpri^ 
ns every other country and colony docs in its career^ It is useless, 
therefore, to try and prevent over-speculatJon for fear of the conse¬ 
quence. No Government has over yothoen able to control specnla- 
tion, aavo at the price of praotical prohibition of business. To 
'attempt it in Burma, therefore, la toaook to mop buck the Atlantic, 
Par better ft) aid on the boom, because if a roacUoD sncceeds it, the 
history of capital cqnsoles us by proving that another boom also 
follows the reaction in duo course# 
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^ London, Friday^ July 6^A, JS88, 

T he openini; of the first railw-^y io Pcma has provoked in 
Russia some disuussiun aa to the future of that country. In Eng- 
luQil the few that have reierred to the eyoDt nave been 

iuuliriod to take a roseate view of Perdan progressi iinpcllod thereto 
not only by the opening of iho Teheran railway, but Uie unnouDCO-- 
meat in the Standard that the t^hah lias promulgated a variety of 
wise decrees for throwing open his dominions of trade. Such 
A view, however, does not prevail in Russia- The Blmh has now 
boeu forty years on the throne without doing anything to beneSi 
the country, and his new reforms will probably share the fate of 
the famous concession made to Baron Henter many years ago« The 
imbecility Umt characterises Ids rule tliroughout is reflected even 
in the railway just opened. The eou'^cssioo for this undertaking 
was obtained by a group of Belgian and Russian capitalists, at the 
bead of the latter of wlioin stands the Persian Consul-General at 
Odessa, Goapodin, Zaitchonro, Tlie initiative i.9 said to have been 
due to this person, who enjoyed the support of his Government 
in securing the concession, tho Bolgiuns for the most part provid¬ 
ing the money and the railway materials for the un'iertaking. 
Tho concession is conflnod to tho two hundred miles of line 
from the Cusfuan Sea to Teheran^ Negotiations to an exten* 
siou south to the Persian Gulf are still in progress. When the 
Syndicato scut in plana for the Hesht'Teneran line, it nutn* 
rally proposed starting from tho Caspian and working ahead to 
tho Persian capital. This was obviously tho proper way The 
Shah, however, thought different. He considered that the con* 
fltruction ought to no mm once at Teheran, Consequently, instead 
of the ruilway providing its own transport-power aa it advanced 
from the Caspian, the idiotic spootado Ima been witnessed for 
months post of camels, horses, and asses transporting rails and 
eleopers two hundred miles over execrable roads to Teheran in 
order that the Shoh^s wish miglit bo gratided of seeing the line start 
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tbera* Thactks to thia^ Instwi of tho ruilway being oonatructed 
At about £4|OQO a mile, the ton recently oponod from 

Teheran to Shah Abdul Azimbave eoi^t £10,tl00, or £XOO»000 for 
the firat eectioii, the additional o^cjion^o being for the moat part 
ioottrrad in providing the local traiispoil to convey the raib, &c*, 
to the capital of the Shah. eo far from the railway de^ 

monstraUng that the Shah Nasr-odm ha9 suddenly become a man 
of progress^ it prdvee him to boae stilly an Asiatic potentate as ever 
be was. 


Bnnaoure prevail that the Shah has suspended fot the moment 
any further extension ; b'ut credence U not attached to these in 
Bufiflia, where it is believed that liio llussian ^iubter at Teheran 
will, if a hitch occnrs, exoreno suceessfnilj his influonco to got 
the line completed to the Casinan as quickly its possible, 
Busaia has a solid interest in the construction of the line. The 
Belgian raiU of the ten lu lies laid down had to pay dnty to the 
extent of £15X00 in passing through Hatoum to i'ersia. At this 
rate Rusaia willlevy a nice littbtoU on the line, unless tho rest 
of the raila be manufactured at her own iron-works. Apart from 
this gaiui Rnaaia expects to control t'le trade of Teheran, entirely 
on the comtdetion of the Unc. To all inteats and parposes, it 
will practically tie the fortunes of Porj^ia to since Teheran, 

DOW isolated, will be linked witli the waterway which runs direct 
from the Persian shore of the Ciispum to the new sea canal at St, 
Petersburg. In thu sense the Jioc will not simply be ^junction of 
Teheran and Resbt but of the capitals uf Persia and Russia. At no 
distant date the iunction will bo consummated ai'resh i>y the com- 

r letion of the railway comma nicatioa between the two Capitals. 

pointed out last week, the exfcensioa of tiio Kussian railway system 
to Fatrovsk is simply a question of mouths ; and from Patrovsk a 
abort line of two hundred and twelve utiles along the Caspian wilt 
complete the system to Baku, where another lino of two hundred 
and thirtv^^two miles along the Caspian will carry on tho.loconiotivo 
to Resbt. I^lons for these Hues actuallv exist in the portfolio of 
Admiral Fos^ette, the itussian Minister of Ways of Oomniuaioation, 
and by the time the Persian railway reaches Kesht they will be 
alreadij £n hand On the Transcaspian Kail way, Russian foresight 
showed itself by building in 18^5 a large junction atatiou in tho 
wilderness at the point nhere the Baku Kne will some day branch 
off towards Teheran. 


So far as the section to Baku is oonoerned, the demands of the 
petrolenm trade will hurry this on. At present oil intended for 
South ^Russia and Austria is sent drst to Batonm in hand-ears, 
pumped there Into tank stoamers, conveyed to Odessa, pumped there 
into cist«^ and from tiiose ctsteras, into railway tauk-trucka, which 
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oonT^y it to ita dastination. Id the jouraej to Batoum^ dilaj 
ifl experienced in crossing the Snrom Faaa, over whidi 'Ooly sue 
trucks can be hanled ot a dme. The moment, homfor, the Romiva 
railway systeni is extended Wd Petrovah to Baku, it will 
possible for tankcara to rnn straight from the BiUtn refiaeriee to ib» 
towns of i^onth Russia and the dep6ts on the AnstrUo and Gernian 
fnmtierBp 1 mentioned this fact last week; bat I^peat it now be- 
oausa it shows that, qnite apart from political censidemtioiiB, the 
demands of commerce "will hasten Rnseia'a railway system towards 
Persiap Petreleura in a larger degree^and Persian politica in a 
lesser, will force on the line to Baku within a Tery ihort time; and 
afterwards the conditions will be reversed and carry on tbe locomotive 
to Besht. Russia’s potroleum trade with Portia is already importaoti 
and would constitute s considerable portion of the traffic on the 
lino from Baku to Teheran* Besiilcs this, the splendid develop¬ 
ment of the titwn of Baku, and the establishment of all onnuAl 
fair there are not only rendering Baku the bazaar of tdm Caspian 
Sea but even of North Persia also. Baku has a population of 
60|Q(^0 people ; I‘eberuii of I00,(^0(h By the time the connecting 
line between the two places is tin Lulled, Baku will probably haws 
quito as large a pD[mlution as Teheran, perhaps greater, and will 
wax in imj^ortuuce, as tlje Persian capihd relatively wanes. Tho 
effect of this on Russia’s infiucnco iu North Persia ia obvioUB. 

From the* Rassian point of view, Persia, altbongh tFeatod 
as an important Asiatic |HJwer by most European Btatea, is already 
nothing more than a mere khanute. It is pointed oot’^and 
parontly with jnsliiio—that tlic conquest of Persia would be a w 
simpler under taking tlian tlie siiiijugation of Bokhara, Khokandf 
and Khiva* I’hero wouhl bo no long marohes to reoi^ the 
chief objective points: no Irightfnl deserts to tFaversOi A 
couple of months would probably settle everything* In effiectiDg 
the conquest of Turkistaii, tbo Russians bad to march >610 ndLaa 
to get from Orenburg to Kaisalai on the Syr Darin, aiij} almost mb 
far again to get to Tashkent* From there they had to niarch saariy 
200 niilea to get to b^niiiarkhaud, and about more to Iroaa 
Samarkhand to Bokhara. FinalJy, there was a march «f ^out ^500 
miles more, when the Tnrkistan army took in hand the oenqnaBt af 
Khiva. There would be nothing of the sort Frasta* A Bisap^ 
march of 200 miles from tbe Ouspiau wohld place <tbe Rossiaua la 
possession of Teheran. A similur march from the iFansoauoaaiaa 
depdbs would effect an occupation of Tahreas. A march of 4eaa 
than 150 miles would make Genoral Komaroff maeter -of lilkBbdd, 
while a mere gunboat force would capture Aekabad, 45 niiles &om 
the Caspian, and probably also iShabrood, 30 miles further on. Thaoe 
points seiead, Knssui woud coinplataly control Nmih Pmia Hid 
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tke country draining into tbe Caspiani The treasure—£7,000,000 
or £8,000 OOO sterlmg—Nasr-od'din is reputed to posaoaa at Tehfr^ 
ran would repay the coat of the cam{>^Lign^ ao far ua concerna 
hdf of Persia, the rule of the feeble 8haha would bo at au end. The 
subjugation of the rest of the country stretching towards the Per^ 
flian Gulf would be left For a second campaign. Wliatover forces 
the remaining independent portion of Persia might gather at 
T&z or Ispahan, they could do little to disfiossoss tlie Uusskas of 
Meshed, Teheran and Tabroe^. and would probably condne their 
efforts to holding their own. When Russia had consolidated her 
position, it would be simple for her to tako mlvantage of an oppor¬ 
tune moment to push ahead a fleet to Ispahan and BushLre, and, 
having completed co in rn uni cations between the Ca^piau and Persian 
Gulf, to pacify the rest of the country by degrees. 

Such- is the impression prevailing among military men in Hn^ 
&ia as to the way that Persia could be broken up. 1 am not allog- 
iug that any suen plan engages the attention of the Russian Govern¬ 
ment at the present moment, or that, if the Shah were to die to¬ 
morrow a ru^ would bo at once made for Teheran. On the 
contrary, the conquest of Persia does not seem to be on tho carpet 
for the moment, notwithstanding the umbitious longings of General 
Komar off to shift his quarters from Askabod to Meshed. At the 
same time, it certainly is a fact that Russia looks forward to the 
period when Persia will be wliolly under Hussian rule, and whatever 
can facilitate this by diplomatic means, by frontier afetion, and by 
intrigue in Khorassan and elsewhere, will be readily employed by 
the Russian Government. The growing feeling in Russia that 
Persia belongs to Russia (in the same way that the English people 
regard Afghanistan os naturally belonging to India) will esplain 
the annoyance, and even anger, displayed at the appointment of Sir 
Henry Drummond Wolff as English Minister at Teheran* It is not 
that Russia believes that he will be able to do any good in ultimately 
preserving ^^Persia; but the presence of a sharp diplomatist may 
render Bussia^^s slow-sapping process less easy to carry out. Rightly 
or wrongly^ Russia <loes not believe that England would ever go 
to war to oave the Shahdotn if she made the raid upon Teheran, 
TabreeZi and Meshed to which 1 have referred ; and she questions 
even whether England would 6ght subsequently to save the Persian 
Qnlf. 1 think her assumption ia correct in regard to the former : 
and itie atosa-np whether ahe la not also right with respect to the 
latter* At any rate, under any circumstancos, Persia is obviously 
now so open to attack and conquest that it is futile to rely upon her 
eyer being a useful ally. Only a few years ago great importanoe 
was attached to the Persian alliance. Captain Yate, if 1 mistt^e 
. not, wr^ an article in tho Naiioml Review after Penjdeh, in which 
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he aou^fht to prove that Persia might be invoked to save Afghanistan 
and ludla—proposition upon wliiclk Sir Chariea Dilko very pro¬ 
perly )iea})ed ridicule. Pwriia would have nothing to gain by help- 
itig Uft, and sho would only hasten her own downfall by doing so* 
As I liavo rofieut-odly pointed out in niy worka^ there ia practically 
no limit to the enormous forces Buss la can pout down the Volga 
into the Caspian, No army that England^ Afjdiariistan, Persia, 
aud 'I'lirkey could march to that groJit basin over the long strctchos 
of diflicnlt country se|VLrating it iVom ihn oceau could inatnh there 
thu fori Gs they would find there wailing to receive thorn. Russia 
know>) tliisj and it h a question whothor tTio Shah does not know 
itctjiially well. It is a ]>it.y tUitl ibe fact is not equally wtillroaliaed 
in England, \Y^ere thorn is a fondness for resting iho defence 
of India upon rot.icn rccds^ (Jcrhainly the Persian alliance in the 
event of a war with Itussia heloiigs In this category- Even apart 
from the inihecility of JVrsiau rule and tho absoneo of any well- 
drilled army, a ]Hj|iul:ition of yevon millions^ scattered over an area 
Uiree times the liiKo of France, cannot, iu the nature of tlimg.s bo 
very fonniilable ii gainst an organised cm jure of lOii millions* The 
Jh'rsiaiif^, it is Irao, make good soldiers ; but if we wish to drill 
Asjal we a good I'ccriiiting^gronnd in India itself. If wo 
inn -I have allh'.Sj far Ijidler look aflm^ our own colonies and develop 
lljf'm ihan wasle onr tmisurc ou roHim States, Austrnlla, with her 
^.,^>0(1,000, and fhnaduj with her ;>,D<>0d]00, are oach of them moro 
]KDW['rfid than wc should ever find in Perniii. A force raised 
in rirher wonlJi Ll^ more cfl'eet.iial in ‘stiffening tlm native defence 


of rmlhi than any force wxi inighi raise in the domintonH of thei8hah* 
redly cvor^tljing -dionld he iloiie lo ilclay the Russian conquost 
of Persia hy enorgelie iliplomalic mcanp ; lint heyotid this bearing 
in mind that the cNpansiou of Russia in the Casptuu. region is not 
simply aiioliticsil one, hut a rsipid spreading of the Russian popula¬ 
tion ilself, the question Cnannot Iml foi^co itsjclf on tho mind aa to 
wheOier, mitsulo diplomacy^ every jienny spout on Persia for tho 
■^akc of prcsoi ving that decaying oouniry is not monqy ubsolutefy 
throw a away. Far better (expend it on the development of Austra¬ 
lia, whoso growing military Btrength is a far more hopeful factor 
for tho future defence of India than the hit of engineoriog tom* 
foolery the Bhah has just boon perpetrating at Toherau in tho name 
of progress* 
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T he opeJ>in^of llio Novorossifilt Ridlwri^ within tbo hist few (lays 
is a reminclcr ta Enjrland that Husshi’s pro^rres-s in the Black 
Ron is of a material as well as of a naval imd militai-y chitruobtir, 
Novorossisk is au outward and vipihli; expression ofihut wiflesproud 
colonisation of Ois-Cancasia l>y the Russians which lius boon in 
proffresa for several generations wiiho^it removing the old belief 
that tJie RujjsianB aro not a colonising people, lii the sense that 
Itassia docs not part with her i>oople as wc do—that slio does not 
SCO them quit the mother country io shipa for lantU hej^ond thi? sea— 
Russia is certainly not a colonising power ; hnt her jicasants for 
geceiations hnvo been accustomed to march across seas of steppes, 
forests, or corn-fields, to lands, far removed from tho luotlicr 
proyinco, and with the oKOeption tlmt they havo trajuped groat 
distances alongside thetr wagon,^! instead of travel ling on 
board ship, there is no ditFeronee iKstwoon the cmigrdtioQ of English 
farm labourers to Canatlit or Australia and that of lius^lun pea¬ 
sants from Moscow or Ponza to the steppe country to the nortli 
of the (1auca.sus range* From the thiekly-populhtoil provinces 
round about Moscow there is a coustuut radiation of hmnau life. 
Every season i>easants sw^irm uway southward aud castwaril of 
that centre, just as emigrants in April and May sw^nnn from 
England, and many arc still on tho road, trainjnLjg their way 
onwar<b, w^Lon English Uilioiircrs who kft thoiv homes the same 
time aro settled down in Zealand* For the most part this 

cmigratior is purely spontaneous and voluntary. The State has 
nothing whatever to ilo with it. Over and oyer again of kto 
years hooka-and parnphlets havo been puhjislied in Russia demand¬ 
ing the general State regulation of colonisation j hut tlio Qovern- 
jnenthaa hold aloof, dnd very wisely, if tho failure of Stale coionisation 
in the Black Sea district of tho Caucasus and in the j>roy iuco of Ihc 
Amoorisa criterion of what comes of the State ioterlhring in these 
matters. After the annosation of the A moor province, Gen oral Moura- 
■vieflT Amoorsky induced the Govcrninenl to send thither 30,003 
settlors the bulk of whom perisliod like flics. After the Crimean war 
the authorities of the Caucasus settled thousands of people along tho 
Black Sea coast from Anapa to Pofci ; and these again either died 
of fever or became paupers under the adminiHtrativo methods in 
vogue. What will be the outcome of the new spoil of Sl^tSo colo- 
ckatiOR'Of tho Pacific provinces, conducted as a couaterpolsio to tho 
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influx of Chmo&o into iho Usuri district, it is too soon yet to 
ior floveral yoiifs now the Russian Government has been, ponding 
several lliousund jmoplo to Vladivostock wlienco they are dea- 
patched to the Ohineso frontier to bo settled in Blato- 03 tab]ighed oolo** 
nios. This is the only cDJonia«tion conducted by the State; and judging 
by tJio rejK>rt» roceivod in Kiifs?tia ol'tlie horrible bunilary com^ltion 
of the itiimigranta’ barracks ut Vladivostock and thy rod tape method 
of tlieofiieiiLLs who ave entrusted with tho I’onuation of the settlementa 
it is dou)jtlul whether the present spurt will be more successful tlian 
Jtouraviefi-Ai:ioors]ty*3» Tho only chaiico in the oolonlsta^ favour 
is that this time the Govoniment at borne is* more in oarnost about 
it, Tho complotioii of Iho Uaniulian-l^aoiQc Railway^ and the eon- 
scfpUiJit ability oj Hu gland and tlauiula, or oven Canada alouo, 
to iiivudo and hold tlio spars^iiy, populated Pacidc coast of Siberia- 
creatoil a iceling of uueasiiieas wIucJi, in spite of the despatch of 
incru troops, Jargo armarnenhi, and thou Hand 3 of poasant^j la still 
far iVoTH being allayed* TJi it the sci//Uro of Vladivostock w'ould have 
the siightct:L cflcct upon Ujo issue of a conlJict between Russia and 
England for the siipretiiacy oflinlia is an opinion which, 1 believoj 
is unl^* held by Sir Cbiivlcs Uilko* England might just as w'oll 
sei^o Timbuctuo lor all the effect it would have upon tho ligliling 
iu Afghanistiin» All the Hanio, the loss of Vladivostock would vex 
and annoy Russia, even if tho occnpalion were only tcmporaiy ; 
and licnco to make the taslt as hiw^l an j>ossib!e lor the invaders, 
idciity oi' lie:^vy calibre guns have been soul to the Pacilic, and tho 
eiuigrjition will continue until aO(>,Ol)U souls are deposit¬ 
ed on the coast. In the mean while ilio volunfeiry omig ration 
of pf^asants frojn tho central provinces to the fertile districts 
of Gis-Uancasia iricvoases every year, and rondoia more aud 
moie durable Russia’s hold ujian tlic (Jaucaaus, The construc¬ 
tion of the railway from Rostoff-cn-tlio-Doii to Vladikavkaz 
greatly facilitated tii& movement, ju^t as tlio extension of the rail¬ 
way system li'om Samara, on the Volga, to Orenburg, promoted the 
'Colonisation of Trans-Volga Hussia. In both cases thc^ailw^ay was 
coustrueted mainly for military purposes—'that to Viadikavkaz 
for the purpose of tying tho Oauciisus to and the second 

to Orenburg ibr fucilikiting the despatch of troops to Tnrkistan. 
In both CMOS the march of events has deprived tho lines of their 
inililary importoQce- -in one case comploioly—^while the atream of 
colonisation has rondored thorn of tho highest commercial value. 
During my recent^ stay in Russia 1 dined witli the traflic manager 
of the Orenburg Railway, and hti told mo that the iuflueneo of the 
line on the country traversed had been similar to that exercised by 
railways in tho United States or English colouies. Where oi'Jginal- 
\y there were vast tracts of unocenniod land, there are now forma and 
villagea which provide the principal items of traffic for the lino—corn^ 
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abides, and cattle—while at the Orenburg end ef tlio railway 7|000 
or 8,000 peasanta are tipped'* every aeasouto spread ever the Kir- 
ghiKsteppes or the southern districts of Siberia. Traffic from Central 
Asia there is pruciically none at all now, TroO£^« and stores, and 
merchandise make their way to TurkisUn via the Tran seas plan 
Bailway. Orenburg has completely lost its orijrmal character as a 
military deputy becoming instead, thanks to tho railway, a busy 
manufacturing town, increasing in importance every year. Thus 
from being a frontier territory, Orenburg ia rapitlly becoming a 
home provinco ; and tlio construction of the rail'Way from tho 
Volga to Ufa will &lul further jiromoto the settlement of Iho 
country by Bussians* A similar movement lias been observ¬ 
able ill Gie-Caucasia, Formerly trooj a intendetl for tho Trans- 
caucasiaii provinces were sent by rgil to Vladiliavkaz, whence 
they marched to Tidis and the garrison s^afions beyond. 
Now they arc despatched to Bate tun by steamer anil go Xiflis wan Is 
by railway, in the direction of Karf;, by tbe fine mUiUiry road erm- 
stnioted since the war betweeti Bntoitm and that iVontirv stronghold» 
Thus, in a military sense, the Vladikavkaz line has lost much of its 
military iinportanco, and will not recover it until it is exlcnded to 
PetrOTrak, on thol’a^pian Bcii, when it will beroiiie ]«nrt ori]io highway 
between Moscow and Sainarkhand. Meanwldb', tens of tlioicsands of 
peasants have settled down alongside the railway, and it is largely duo 
to the produce they raise on the rernle ytirropol plains llait Kosiofl:- 
on-thc*l)on owes its present prosperity. Forty years ago llostglf was 
a raeio fishing vi'Iage, contaiuing only a eonplo of brick houst'.s for tlio 
headman and the priesL Now it has a fixed pojmlalion of 70,00(1 
pooplo, which ift doubled during tbe busy summer iroidhs ; and it 
transacts a tritde exceeding ,£7,(JOO,000 a year. This development 
is largely due to tbo colonising o(‘ tlio fStavropol <miiiitry. which hu'i 
an area larger than that of England, tlie whole of it fertile* Tho 
settlers export annuiilly over half a luillion ions ofeorn, most of 
which finds it'i way to Hussla and abroad, uid llostoii '; and Iho 
output inci/^asea every year* 

It is this largo traffic that the now line to Novoropsisk will tap* 
Hitlierto all tbo proclueo of CUs-Oaucusia has luid to Row nortti, to 
the mouth of the Don, which is sImiUow all the year toutmI and 
frozen over for five months out of tlio twelve. For the future it 
will take a short cut westward to tho warmer, deeper shores of the 
Black Scu, and will be exported to Europe or Russia from one of the 
finest porta of tho Black tfoa, ojjcn to snipiung all tho year round. 
The line is 172^ niilcnS long, und Ims cost a million-and-a-hulf to 
oonstruct. On it are two of the longest tunnels in Itusflia’~ouo of 
them I of a mile long. As the majority of Russian railways possess 
no tunnels at uU, the construction of Uii^ particular one is considered 
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all important eii^iaooring work at Bt* Petersburg* The line 
starts from the Tikhoretsk station of the Bostoff-Vladikavkaz Rail¬ 
way and runs vid tho town of Ekaterinodar, The chief article of 
export promisea to be wheat, and it is expected that, thanks to the 
shortnosa of the Lino and the excellence of tlie outlet^ this part of corn-^ 
growing Russia will be able to compote on favourable terms with 
the wheat trade in India, ilertjimly it will compojo on better term a 
tlmtL tho pLOvinces of Middle Russia - and im this account wo may 
expect to aeo a ra[dd increase of Iho colunisaiieu of CLS-Caucasiat 
a larger expert from tlio region, and tlic swift develop]nont of 
Novorossisk into a secotid Odessa. * 

Rol.b the Minister of Railways and the Governor of the Can* 
casus, i*rlnce Ikmdukotl-Korsiikofif, atteuiled tho openiug of the 
Hue. On hM way to NorvoroHsisb, Admiral Pos&iotto was to bo 
Interviewed by a largo dcjiuLation from tho town of LlostotTi 
whteb, forescomg tbc rniir of tlic ])lace throiigli the tiiiffic being 
div<;rLcd to the i5lack Sua direct, has started an agitation in favour 
of Uie inuiiciliaki con si ruction of the railway to Petrovsk, so as to 
ihaw Uirougli Rostoif the trade of Central A«ia* It is a cjuestion 
whetJicr such a iiicasuro would be of much avail, for if a lino wero 
eoiuLriictyiL from Petruvsk, on the Caspian, to the Rostoff-Vladihuv- 
kast liiiilway, much of tlio Central Asian traffic would flow to 
Isovorossisk inste^ul of to iiostrdf. ESUIl somo would make iM way 
Ut llostolf; and it is not improbable that tho Minister of Railways 
will Use the iigitfdion as a lover to scciiro the permission of tho 

Tzar to shirt on tlio line wi tlioiit dr lay. At least, such is tho 

impression in ItEissi^. Tho l^drovsk lino would be 1G3 miles 
hi[ig, and on its ooinplclioTi If ussia will possess a railway bo 
tween tlio Black Sea and Caspian, north of the Caucasus, parallel 
willi tho railway Iron] Batonm to ibiku south ol it* (jmte apart 

IVoni lUo new route established by the line between Moscow iiinl 

Samarkliand, it would iiurucnsely streugtlien ila^hia^fl hold upon tho 
Canciisus, and enable hor to pour her Volga resoui'ocs by a second 
line into the Black Sea tboatro of wur, * 

Upon the construetion of the port of Novoi'o.^sisk tho Govern¬ 
ment is spending £1500,000. Barracks are being created for troops, 
aud tlio place is to bo fortified so as to become a niidway naval sta¬ 
tion between liatoum aiulBovastopoL As the lino traverses tboKon- 
bati petroleum region, a large export of oil is expected, Qiid abundance 
of liipud fuel will bo providod for the use of tho fleet. It is note¬ 
worthy that while wealthy England does not care to spend money 
on making a port at L>over in spite of the example get by the Frencti 
at Calais, the Russians are spending money lavishly upon port 
improvements in the Black Sea. Upwards of £100,000 is being 
expended on improvementd at Odessa, nearly £300,000 upon llio 
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constrcctioD of a ooal port at Mariopol, in the Soa of Azoff, 
£300,000 upon Novorossbk, and, finally, £370,000 uponBatoum, 
making a total ofover a million sterling being expended at tte present 
moment on Russia's southern ports* This expondituro ia motived 
mainly by eomtnerciiil eouside ratio ns* Everywhere in the south 
people are settling and h^ide is growing and even when the projected 
port improveiTumta are eompictOj it is expected that they 
will fall far short of the roijTiirements of comrnercOi Four years ago 
there wiis not anoil hmk at Butouni, 1 liavojo^t roceivod fiviii 
them so mo large photographs of so ms of the fortyt-sevoii now in 
position, holding collectively iiO million, gallons of oil. Fifteen 
tank steamers, constantly running end some of them holding 
IjOOOjOOO gallons of oil, ar-i insnfheicnt for the growing demand 
of the trade. Nor is this activity routined to l^alouui. From 
Poti an export of Trauscatioasiaii manguneso ore has sprnag up, 
rapidly sfpproaehing 10tJ,l)d0 ton:* a year* ]:r^onkhuin Kale, twice 
the scene of a desolating Turkish descent, soerus to share this 
general prosperity* A project is afoot to ccancet It by a 
branch lino with the Tninscutieashiu Railway and provide the 
latter with threo outlets instead of two* fcioukhnm Kale 
is by no means a bad port, and, witli a lew improvements, 
it could bo rendered a very serviceable auxiliary to Poti and 
Batotim* Adding thereto NovoPo:isisk, Ruissia would have four good 
outlets for her Cancasus proddoo. iSoukhum Kale, Foti, ami Hatfniui 
arc smdl ; hut Novorossi^k will hold in ib hind-loc;kcd hay Oio 
most powerful sfjuadrou, besides providing ample acconmiodatioa 
for the largest marine Uitsi^ia is likely to have in ihe Black Soa for 
manyyears to come. Hence the significance athiehing to Novorosai^k, 
Thanks to its railway ami port, Russia will open up new country to 
colonisation, acquire a fresh naval station, and be able, in the evout 
of a war wi h Turkey, to pour dowo to a new point on the Black 
Boa troops and stores from tlic Don and Volga region, Noyoroysisk 
may not bo iinother nail driv'on into the cofiin of Turkey, as some 
Russian payers protend ; but at, any rate it is n very significant 
iudicatbn of Russia'a inatcnul dovdopmeut in the Dhtek Bea. 
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ovonta liavc occiirro<I iTiis in many reapocta more 

iinporbinJ than ike meeting ol' tlio Tzar and Kaiaor, The new 
li^-ineliironelaii Tcliesme has porfoi'inod a in the Biaek Sea, 

to Turko v that Russia is now practically tho prodoniinant 
Power {□ lliat <|uuri<^r ; and the Oei iuaii aqoadron has arrived in 
fine triuj at Oronftadt, I'eimndiji;^ the Tzar that Getnnuny is now tho 
predonuTiant naval jiawer Fn tlie Baltic* That Germany should 
have heat.en Itussia in iUo north while Russia was intent upon 
hejding Turkey in the soalli is so intorcsting that it ia curious no 
ncwsjKiper oi politit:inn should have eallod attention to tho fact up 
ii} now* To many indceil it will come as a surprise that Germany 
KhuiiiJ be a stronger naval povircr timn Ruasiiij for it was only the 
other day—how swiftly the sixteen yours have flown—that Sir 
Edward Reed wai^ hounding Muglantl into a panic ovot the Petor 
tho Great, at winch porioil the German fleet hardly e^cistod at all ; 
and now Geriiiimy is able lo hjockaile Russia in Sveahorg and 
tJroiistadtj and is better tilted to scud \i fleet to attack Eng- 
knd tlian ihfl l^ortlicrn rival Sir Edward fteod tried to mate us 
fear so miidi. These arc strong staiomeut^f to make : but they 
ttro easy to su[jport with hicts, for in Russia it is no novelty that 
Germany has been gaining ground of lato years, and the de¬ 
cision of tho Govcniincjit January to spend half a million 
Hh'rliiig in coiifitructing a naval station at LIbau was motived 
by the desire in some lucasuro to establish a counterpoise to 
the pro]^arations of Germany, Without going into elaborate statis¬ 
tics of the i clativc proportions of tlic two navies, whiab would only 
bore your readers, it may lie briefly said that while the German 
fleet IS mainly a now one, that of Htissia in the Baltic ia almost 
entirely old, Germany owns twenty-seven ironclad a, of w'hieh 
only four were built in the “ sixties/' whilo tho rcmainclcr worts con* 
structed after Russia possesses thirty-one ironclada ; but 

of these thirteen are oU-lhshioncd monitors, built juat after the Civil 
AVar in Amorica upon Ericsou^s design, and seven other were built 
anterior to tho Franco-German war, leaving a balance of only 
eleven ironclads constraotod aince 1870, m compared with Germany's 
twenty-tbreo. The eleven of Buaaia again comprise only five bud t 
since 1880, un<l the strongest of thorn fdl, the Peter the Great, 
goes back to the period of 187J2, Thus the eight ironclads Prince 
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Henry lina condncted to Cronstadt really reprosont a forceful* 
though but a squadron of tho German fleet— stronjE^er tbaa tho 
whole of the Russian fleet in the Baltic, This is indeed a most 
important fact, and ono not at all pleasant for tho RriBsians to 
reflect upon. It is a question wbother the satisfaction the Tsiar other¬ 
wise would feel at having in the Blaoh Son at last an ironcloj!! 
capable of sinkipg the wholo Turkish fleet is not altogether des¬ 
troyed by tho feeling of humiliation !ig must osperienco at peeing 
Germany in the possession of a squadron able to “ bung^’ him up at 

CronstadL * 

* 

Wlten Potcr the Great socurod for Russia a wintlow in Eoropo 
ho made it a cunUoul point of Rtmda’s poliry that slio should 
endeavour to bocomo iho priiieipal. naval power in tlui liaitio. 
IVilh tliat end in view ho strongly fortified Oonstmlt, and 
from the very spot whore llio Q’zar and Kaiser am now re¬ 
siding watciied widi pride the growth of ilio Jlu^<ian Hoot. 
The victories of Pehn* uud Catbiudue ov^sr tlio t^woih^s, liiid aii^ 
nexatiqu of Finland hy Alexander 1., rosuUed in tho realisation 
of Peter the Great’s policy, atul lliruiTgliont tlie rrdgn oJ' Llio itntocrat 
Nicholas, Russia’s prodominaneo wus uinptcslioiied, so Ihr as tlio 
Baltic Powers were couccrnrul, Never lot ticrmany be other tlian 
a minor naval power in tlie BalLic'^ w'as the froqncnllv-exju'cssetl 
ma^im ofNiclioKs* The (hiineau war iemponirily crippled Russia ; 
but even up to the FraiicO'Gcrnian eoufiad her supyjoiacy was nn- 
qnestiouod, and it is only now" tliat Gennauy, by tho domonstratiori 
with the eight irOTichidu at Gmnijtadt, ha't plainly intmiatcd to 
Russia that this prcdominauce no longer belongs to the Tsfiur. 

It v^ould bo easy to writo a whole book detailing tho causes of 
Russia’s loss of naval predominance in the Baltic. Personally the 
subject is ono of deep interest to me, for wlion I first visited iitissifi, 
ft lad in 1870, my father's connection with tho construction of Iho 
Peter the Great and other Gc^verjiment vessels caused me to bo 
thrown am^ng Russian naval olheers, and I got to know their views 
and their traditions as familiarly as I did the forts and the 
men-of-war al Oionstadt, Sjjeakjug generally, up to the 
period of the Franco-German war the Russian Navy was mak¬ 
ing sound progress. Then came a reaction against the reforms 
uaherod in hy Alesan<1er II., and the period of carruption in the 
fleet coincided with tho growth of the German Navy. Year after 
year, while Germany was honestly spending her funds on the 
constnicUon of men-of-war of sound designs, the Admiralty expen¬ 
diture of Russia was being dissipated by the personal extravaganoo 
of the Grand Duke Constantine nnd the useless hobbies of Admiral 
Popoff* The reputation this officer enjoyed was entirely due to the 
pnmng of Sir Edward Reed, thanks to which, he attained an 
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inflaential posittoautthe Admiraland then proceeded t^i waata 
millions on round boats, turtle‘Shaped yachts, and other monstrosi¬ 
ties, the mere mention of wiiich provoKOS ©xclainations of indigna¬ 
tion and rage among Bnssian naval men to-day. When the TaAish 
war broke ont, the lute Emperor, angry at 6nding his fleet unable 
to do anything, reduced the annual grant, and the fleet was starved 
until the present Emperor came to the throne. The Grand Duke 
Alexis, who replaced his undo (vonstantine, had %heiL such a de- 
lapidated navy to de:tl with, that only limited fun da could bo 
assigned for the construction of new ships, and it is only now that 
he IS grailually repkcing the old oneSi. *la another four or flvo 
years Itussla will bo again a strong naval power, but not so strong 
as Germany, who is not likely to lose the lead she has already 
gained. * 


During the reign of Nicholas, Prussia spent only £l20,.000ayoar 
on her navy4 Germany now spends annually £12,500,000, Then only 
two or three men-of-war carried the Prussian flag : now the navy 
comprises twcnty-sovon ironclads, nine cruiser frigates, eight orniser 
corvettes, five other cruisers, five gnu boats, five dospatch boats, 
olcveu training vessels, and thirty-one others, making one hundred 
and one vessels altogether, with a tonnage of 132,000 tons, and 
crew^ uuinberiag in all It),.531 man. Bas^jiamay possess a couple of 
11 ions:md more seamen under lior flag ; but she has no mercantile 
marine to compare with Germany's nor has she such a large number 
of deep-sea fisherman. On the other liand, Germany is stronger in 
the torpedo branch, to which she has been paying great attention of 
late* Germany's navy U clioapor to manage than Kussia's, because 
it is practically situated in one sea ; at any rate a man-of-war has 
simply to steam ronuil a headland to get from the Baltic to the 
North Sea ; and even tlib disadvantage will disappear with the com- 
plotiou of the North Sea Ganal while Ituaaia's navy U split in two 
by a whole continent, and Baltic vessels must circumnavigate 
Europe in order to join those in the Black Sea. Then Kussia^s 
climate is against the cheap maintenance of an irdlictad fleet, 
(Iron stadt and Sveaborg arc closed with ico five months ont of the 
twelve, during which the man-of-war have to remain in port in 
a dismantled condition. The rest of the seven months is mainly 
spent in equipping the fleet for the summer and pulling it to pieces 
for the winter. This equipping and dismantling is a heavy expense, 
while frost plays dire havoc with the machinery. When I was in 
Russia last winter, i mot one of the ablest naval officers of the day, 
a man who is taking a promiaont part in the reconstraction of the 
fleet, and he told mo that after preparing a detailed list of all the 
ironclads whose engines and boilers were defective, ha had found 
that Russia only had five ironclads capable of going to sea on a cruise. 
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It was ID ordor to provide Russia with an open port that the Ad- 
miralty decided last winter to fortify Libau and construot a dock¬ 
yard there, Libau Has close to the German frontier^ and will bo 
of great valne in ofiTettsive operations, at tlie soiDe time severing 
fiegar Rovel^ and other disaifected German towns belonging to 
Bnssia from the ports of Gerjmany, Jt will provide a basis for tor¬ 
pedo boats and gun vessels altaoking the rear of a German fleet 
operating against Sveaborg and Oronstadt. There seems very 
little doubt that if Russia and Germany slionld Gght within the 
next few years, the latter 1*0wer will bloekado thepformer in the 
Gulf of hinland, so snf>enor is her naval strength ; and Hnsskn 
naval officers are quite reconciled to this contingency, seeing no 
way for the moment of obviating ii. With their tor{vedo boats 
and gunboats they would make the blt^kade difiicnlt to maintain; 
bnt^ all the same, sociiig how long Tt-nssia has been a prodominaat 
naval power in the Baltic, it would be .hamiliating for her to be 
blockaded at all in her own ports instead of coatrolling the soa 
and blockading 4 Germany, 

So far as can be tbrosocn at present, Russia has very little 
chance of roduciug the c£i:!^ting dispivi'ity between her fleet and tliat 
of tho Gorman Empire* Russia was a great naval power in times 
gone by, because she w as mistress of all the cheap resources essential 
ibr tlie construction and maintenance of a fleet when men-of-war 
were built oi wood. The moment iron replaced timber the advunU 
ages she had enjoyed in the day oi' Peter tho Great, tktthorine tlio 
Second, and the antocrat KichoLis, were gone ; and it will be years 
before she can hope to recover them, and then only in tho Black t^ea* 
For the construction and maintenance of an ironclad fleet tlirco 
things are rcquisite^chcap iron, cheap coal, and skilled labour, 
Russia possesses none of these essentials in the Baltic zone. She 
has no coal-^beds nearer Cronstadt than in tho province of Moscow or 
the district of W arsaw, and there fore cannot prod nee cheap iron, 
Conseeuently, nearly all the iron and coal used in the Baltic ceme 
from abroad^ and tho onginewring industry is as a result so stunted 
that it is extremely difficult to skilled labour for the Government 
dockyards. Quite the reverse is the case with Germany* Her iron 
and cool indnstries are of great magnitude, and she possesses plenty 
of meehanici as well os technical skill of the highest order. Those 
advantages are worth an ironclad or two to Germany every year, 
and enable her to add to her fleet far more rapidly than Russia, 

In the South the case is diflerentt Bnsak possessaa immeitse 
deposits of coal in the Denetx region, and these have been so far 
developed that, thanks to the present output and the heavy duty 
imposed on the article, the export of two or three million tons of 
English coal to the Russian ports of tho Black Sea every year has 
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DOW almost entirely ceased. For some ticne pant Rnasla lias been 
constructing a port at Jplariopol, in the Sea of Azoff, which is con-* 
nectod with the coal'fields by means of a raUway ; and private firms 
are placing steam colliers on the Black Sea to run the coal from 
Manopol to Odessa and other ports, so that a large supply of cheap 
coal is practically assured, Initncnso deposits of iron also axiet in 
Kherson and other provinces borderirig on tlu^ Black Sea, and 
these arc being rapidly opened up by Oockerilli Li!pop and Ran 
and other Belgian and Gorman firms^ Thanks to those two rosour- 
cos and the devoiopmout of munuractures of every kind in the 
south, we may ejcpect to see the engineering industry quickly 
grow at Sevastopob Odessa, and elsewhere, and Russia acquire the 
means of ostablulling a powerful fleet. In the Black Sea she will 
oxperitiuco no competition ^rom Germany, and will be ablo to 
otisily boat Turkey and Austria in all that app or tains to a navy- 
If Russia finds it hojioless-to attempt to compete with Germany in 
the NorUi she may yield to necessity and consent to become a 
second-rate Power in the Baltic, throvviug her energy chiefly into 
the Black Sea. I consider somo such transfer of activity in the 
futnrn to bo extremely probable. 

In the meanwhile the Unssians are very much elated at 
having at lost a real ironclad of their own in the (Block Sea capa¬ 
ble of confronting tho wbolo Turkish fleet. Tlio Rnssian public 
go ueiMlly has never been tlocoivctl by the Popoffkas. Although 
Iheso vessels still figure on tho lists of the Black Sea fleet as 
irnuclaJs, and are supposed to form the nudeud of a ariuadrott at 
Sovuatopol, tlie Russian public, and for that matter the Huasian 
fleet also, has always regarded them as vagaries of no value, 
simply ko[jt afloat in default of any other armour-plated vessels 
to take their place- Tho Tchesm^ at length represents something 
real, and, according to all accounts, is a thoroughly sound vessel of 
good design and excelloni coustrucUon, iSbe belongs to a series 
of irouclads Russia started building in tho Black Sot^some years 
ago, all of which arc rapidly approaching completion. Her dis- 
piacement is 10,1^0 tons, length dI4 feet, breadth 69 feet, and 
eugiaes of 11,500 indicated horse-power, working np to 15^ 
knots. Her armour bolt is 18 inches thick, and she carries six 
12-jnch and seven 6-inch guns. The largest Turkish ironclad 
is the Meaoodiyoh, built fifteen years ago. She is of 9,000 
tons, carries twelve 18-fcon guns, and steams at 14 knots* Although 
a fine vessel, she would have no chanco against the Tchesind, 
gun for gun and armour for armour, and the Buasian iron¬ 
clad would theoretically be able to beat it and make short work 
of most of the other vessels of the Turkish fleet. Two more vessels 
of the Teheamd class—the Bmope and the Catherine the Second— 
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will he rottdy for gftrvieo sooUj as well aa several heavy-g^in corvottea 
of tLo XchorBomorotE type* This progress seems to have olarmed 
Turkey) who proposes ordering several iroiaolmls abroad ; but this 
will not re^estahlifih Turkey's Buperiontjj for Russia’s naval power 
in the Black Sea, aa I* have just pointed ont, is beginning to 
rest, not nierelv on armoured vessels a6oat, but n^n well 
developed abnndant snpplies of iron, coal, and efailled labour, 
an advantage which will enable her to beat Turkey as completely as 
Russia liertelf has been beaten by Germany in the Baltic. More¬ 
over, while Turkey is decaying, Russia’s oommerce in the Black 
Sea is rapidly growing* She is acquiring a large mercantile marine, 
her ports are growing in size and importance, and the littoral of the 
Black Sea is oecoming populated with a purely Russian element. 
This development is really more fraught with danger to Turkey 
than the cruise of the TchesmS in the Black Sea ; and the counter 
growth of Gorman power in the Baltic, so far from boiug a. restraint 
to Busaia and therefore a blessing to Bngknd, as believers in tho 
panacea of the Gorman alliance would have us bcllovo, h realty 
likely to bo the reverse, for the more Russia feels herself hampore^l 
by German growth in the Baltic and emshed back into the Gulf 
of Finland, the more she is likely to strive to push her way out 
to the Meditorranenn through tlie Bosphorus, 

--- 

THE TZAR Am THE SHAH Am 
THE YOMOOD RISim. 


LoNDOff, Au^uti 3rdf 188St 

P ERSIA still continues to occimy a prominent position in 
Asiatic* politics of the moment* The Russians are interesting 
themselves in a meeting which, it is alleged, is to coma off 
between the Tzar atid Shah in the autumn, and in London politi¬ 
cians who feel any concerti for Peraia are wondering whether the 
reported rising of the Yoroood Turkomans will lead to a Eussiair 
occupation of Asterabad. The former event, in all probability^ 
will be realized. According to all accounts, the Tzar has made up 
his mind to undertake a tour through the southern part of bis do- 
mmiotis in a few weeks, and, whether he proceeds to Samarkhwd 
or not, will probably penetrate as for as Tiff is or Baku, in which 
case pressure will be brought to bear upon the Shah to induce him 
to pay him a visit* The Tzar’s Journey has been for some time 
talked about* When 1 was at St* Petersburg I met the head 
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partnQF of an engineering firm who was fanay fitting np some 
railway, carriages for the Govemmont in connection wiw the trip. 
Orders, moreoTcr, had been issued, I was asBnred, for grand military 
mstiimnTreB to take place in South Russia m the autumn, and for a 
naval display at Sevastopol. This part of the programme was look¬ 
ed upon as definite. Almost as definite, although not quite so, was 
a proposed jonrnoy from Sevastopol to Batonm, Kflis, and Baku, 
and a return to Petersburg tid Tsaritiin and M^cow, Esclnd- 
ing Peter the Qreat^s espediticin to Baku, this would he the first 
occasion of a Russian sovereign viaiting the Canoasns ; and it w^ 
thought that while the trip to Sevastopol would exercise an import¬ 
ant infiuonce on Bulgaria and Turkoyj the journey to the Caucasus 
wonLd impress jSinor and Persia—above all the latter. Of course 
tile Tzar could hardly vist Ba{^u without the Shah be mg infineneed by 
hts proximity ; and it was assumed that the latter would feel himself 
bound to go there to meet 4iim. in which case a sort of indirect hom¬ 
age would be paid by Nassr Eddintothe Emperor of Russia * At 
least, thb was the construction tliat, it was believed, Russia would 
astutely encourage the people of the Caspian region to put upon 
the Sbah*s {ouruay to Baku, and it was rightly assumed that if the 
Bhah would full into the trap, there would be no difficulty 
in establishing this construction. Baku, is a bit of old Persia, 
its native populatioiL is mainly Persian, and the remains of 
the ancient Persian fortress of Baku, prominently placed in the 
centre of the town, remind the visitor of the time when Baku was 
as much part and parcel of Persia as Meshed or Tabreez. The 
Shah could hardly pay a visit to Baku without reminding his 
poop]© of tho decadence of Persian power, while, as regards 
himself personally, tho feeling of inferiority he would naturally 
experience there, whore Russia's material progress is significantly 
illustrated by an extraordinary devclopmont of the town, would 
have the happiest effect upon Russian policy in Persia. These con¬ 
siderations would thoroughly justify the visit of Alexander III. to 
Baku. 

Whether, if he roaches Baku, he will good to Samarkhand is a 
different matter. In spite of all manner of rumours of an affirma¬ 
tive character, the probability of such a visit is questioned in high 
quartera. Yet, it is a fact that last spring tho jStiniflter of Crown 
Domains gave orders forth© erection of a small Imperial residence 
on the Tzar's doituun on the Murgbab. Why snob a building 
should be constructed in the Turkoman region if the Tsar 
never intends going there it is difficult to say. Owing to the 
dread entertained of the Nihilists, the Emperors movements 
are always enshrouded in mystery, and ifc is quite in keep¬ 
ing .with the policy pursued since his accession to publish nothing 
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definite in advance. On tW one iiittvi ib tb$ ooie^tritciioii of 
f^alace at Merv j on the other the allegifftAOitB Of hi^h 'T^ffidals tiiai it 
would be in^a diff, for tlio Emperor to pay a vitiit to Oefetrtl Asia# 
Such a visit, 1 have heaad it repeatedly would be glvh^g too 

much importance to the ftotty khanateH of Khiva and Sokhata, with¬ 
out Bufficiautly impressing AfghonUta^ £ad India to an ex^nt pm^ 
portionate with the trouble incurred-. As for the Emp^rWag 
crowned Boyaioign of i Central Aaia, I have always bean aaauted that 
it ia a wll4 European lanardj and have myself regarded^ it ns such, 

? tiU General Aq,ai)tiktiff liaa aortaiiily been doing his boat to get the 
zar^a visit to SamarkhAnd over his beloved railway brought uheut; 
and Alexander 1IL, who U very fond of doing the naoxpeettxl^ might 
readily, on reaching Baku, avail himself of tbo oppoftnni^ to pay 
a visit to Merv, Bukhara, and Samarkhand^ In that case, f Auppoee 
the Amir of Arglianistmi w^ould nolfeef liioiself honod to imitate tdio 
example of the Shah an^ cross the Qxoa border to pay his coinpll* 
ments to the ilLu'^trious visitor* 

r 

Of course if the Yotnood a^afr ripoiie<l into anything serious, 
the Shah would probably sulk at Teheran, As yet nothing hu4 
been published in the Russian pre^s with roganl to the iinSing, 
which, by the wuy* has been expected at St* Petur-iburg for some 
time past* Th‘^ fad is that the frontier arnmgvment in that 
quarter is not one that will work and, sooner or later, will have 
to be altered. The bottler Tomood Tarkonirins winter on ooe siilo 
of the frontier, and pass tlio snminer on tbo other* They are the 
joint subjectu of Russia and Persia* In ltj82, when 1 disf^assed 
this condition of things with SI, de Giors, 1 oxpreasod tlio opiuLon 
that this was a very inoouveuieul arruugomont, and must load to 
future dithcuItLes ; liut ho trenlcd it lightly^ and smilingly said 
that the “ frontier would wear well.^* It is i^ot wearing very woU 
just now. Only last spring the neighbours of t!ie Yomood Turko¬ 
mans, thu Goklan tribe, rebelhnl against the r^hah’a authority, aud 
made such headway that l^eaeral Komaroff liad to send Lrooi^s 
from AsLubad to pacify them. Now the Yomoods are equally 
turbulent, and the .Persian antlioritios are powerless to put thorn 
down. The importance of Persia in that quarter is no novelty. 
In Mr, O’HonovanS time tho Yomoods did pretty well what tliey 
liked in the neighbourhood of Astcrabad. It was assumed, how^ 
ever, that once Russia imposed her authority owr tbo Transcaspian 
region their turbulence would cease, I never shared that view, 
Komadd, unnaturally repressed by a strong power for a season aro 
almost sure to have their filng on crossing again into a country 
where authority is practically nil. The very strength of Rusaia 
ia calcuktfid, by contrast, to cause them to despise tho weak offi-* 
ckk of Persia, On ^thd ono side of tho frontier there is rapid 
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; on other deear iOiA dogr&dfttion* fiforlorer^ 

d though tho Yomoodi live lialf the year on^ Perauun aoil, they have 
been ordered, bj Bduia to regard them selves esiohuively as her 
Bubjeeta^ inn* wise bound tool^y the IShah t end this order, con* 
£nM to the dcbiguitg local Bnisian ofHciuls to carry out, hu' 
very probably oxeroised an ]iiij>ortaiit influence upoo the pre- 
eent independent bearing of tho tribe. It cannot be too often 
remembered that all the Transcaspian fronHet* officials have 
had their ambition -whetted by tho success of Alikhano£f. Five 
years ago-he yrp» inferior in rank to the officer who acts as ShetijB 
of Tohiashlar and keeps the Ycmoodi int)rder when on XtuBsian 
soil Ho is now Governor of Merv* Why should not Eomebody 
»t TchiVishlar enjoy similar Jnok and become Governor of Astera- 
bad ? Wlion suclf thoughts prevail, ono cannot rxpt^ct the Unssian 
frontier ofliciuts to encourage tran4|iiility on dm Persian eido of 
ihe border ; it is not to theif interest to do so. Their career depends 
on tho Toverso l>ejDg the ense, itnd it is by 'no means certain that tho 
Imperial Govcruineut itstdi regrets the simmering. Buesia enjoys 
a great advantage over England in regard to her Persian policy, 
Irom the fact that Ibc wirc^ are pulled by men who know Persia 
well. M* do GiorSt the Minister for Foreign Affairs^ -waa once 
Hussian Minister at Teheran, wljilo hU assistant, Councillor 
Zmotiefl", head of the Asiatic P^parlment of the Kussian Foreign 
Office, held the same post tor n very long period, and during 
lSko}>olcil^s Seek Tojto campnigti gave that General an atnotmi 
of energetic thpiomatic support, whi^ was gratefully actnowlogod 
in a memorably sptmdti Neither in Loudon lior at St, Peter^* 
Imrg have we the match of these two ofHeials, Persian aflairs 
in Lopdou aro inauagpd at the Foreign Office, where ihero is 
no ono in charge of them having the eatperienco and astuteness of 
Giers and Zinovieff; while the Embas<^y r^gtmeof Sir Eobert M crier 
at St, Petersburg jsno bettor than that of tho time of Sir Edward 
Thornton, when our rofiretentatives used to go to the ItusBian 
Foreign Office with empty heads and leave it coinpiacontly with 
empty answers. Even if Giers and Zinovieflf were not well versed in 
Persian policy from long residence in Teheran, their natural clever^ 
noss and opt 1 fade for hard study would render £hema match for tho 
English diplomatic officials who still pester tho Russian Foroign 
Oflico with foolish, ignorant questions, similar to those that 
made tho Embassy a laughing stock years ago. Attach^ 
and secretaries bothering M. da Giers as to whether there was 
ono or two Sarokhs, although both had been described by 
Sir Charles Maegregorin his well-known book on Khorassan, and 
trying to solemnly negotiate with the Russian Minister 
wnilo labouring under tho belief that tho widely parted ooaes of 
Merr and Akh^ formed a single Turkoman district) naye still their 
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connCerpftrts at Sti Fetersbiirg> Yet hapt>y-go*lacky ignorance 
u noi^onfined to theni4i]<me* When Bir Dilko wrote the 

series of articles on European politics ta the Fortm^ktf^ /Anrififf, ke 
was still under tlie impresaiOQ that the Transcaspian Bail way was 
only a tram lino. Locally, Sir Henry Drummond Wolff may do 
much at Teheran, but ehowhere the Eassians hare it all their own 
way* 

The influence on trade exercised by the Transcaspian Rail¬ 
way Is' iUnstraied by the numorons agents. Russian and foreign, 
who bare made ihetr wfw thither since the line was opened 
for trotiic* One large Warsaw eugiaeertng finn, whose'agent 
has just returned from Meshed, intend opening there <r depot 
for ilio sale of Rnssian ironware and agricultural itnple- 
menis. They liave also applied to the Russian and Persian 
Governruenta for permtssion to pat down a tramway between Aaka^ 
bad and Meahed- The Russian papers received tltis morning 
contain a telegram from Axouci Ada, annouaciog the arrival 
there of a shipload of locomotives for tho Transcaspian '"Railway, 
This increase to tho rolling stock will greatly improve tli* traffic 
arrangements on the line. In order to popularise the railvvay 
in Persia, the Russian Government has published in Persian, the Rus¬ 
sian Government has published in Persiau a guide to the line, ^ giv¬ 
ing an account of it, with numerous maps and i 11 u si rations, time 
tables, and a description of the traffic arrange menta* This railway 
guide, which being distributed broadcast througheut Northern 
Persia, is a curious illustration of Russia’^A energy, and shows tliat 
she means to do her best to make tho railway a commercial as well 
as a political success. Latterly a minihor of Russian peasants have 
passed along the line with the intention of settling at Merv. J Allot¬ 
ments have been found them, but it is not intended to eneburago 
the movement until Colonel Koes^el-Poklevsky^s irrigation scheme 
is Enished, when the greater part of the new area of fertility will be 
portioned among Russian peasants* There is also a talk of establish¬ 
ing settlements of time-expired soldiers lu tho AkhaJ oasis similar 
to those in Turkistan. 
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Lonijon, Dec€7r^r 2Sth^ 1SB8, 

T oe squall over Poraian affair a is at an end, anil the subject has 
drupped fpoTn t.lio Huasian anti Eaglis^U press4 as saddenlj ns it 
Uaijlu^il into publio prornmonoc* It would boa miiitike, iiowofer, to 
regard tlie politiual weather in that qitarteras jaot fair for a prolong¬ 
ed period. The Vtasoff iuetdont !ias practieally inaugurated wliat 
■will for many yoar^ now ii^ure in the papers as the Persian Ques¬ 
tion. Persia diiis at length on to red into the sphere of practical 
politics ao far as Knssia is concerned. Thp> pear is ripe for pluck¬ 
ing, and IttiRsia can now onUtretcli her hand to seize the fruiL 
Tfiat she will he restraim+il hy any regard for tho &ii£ceptihi1ities of 
EngUnd, 1 do not for one momeut believe. Russia's first conoorn 
is Tor her own interchta (one cannot blame her for this selfiBhness)* 
and those interests arc dianictricJilIy opposed to tliose of KnglamU 
England would like to see the slalmt fjtm uiuinhiined in Persia 
without any co*itto herself. That is the p<dicy of the hour, stripped 
of all cant, ftlie is not prepared to provide adnimistiatoVfi, arri^y 
iM9tru<^tor3j or organiKers of any kind, nor is she dispoi^ed to pro¬ 
mote British tra{ie beyond extr.ac^tiug cheap biU of paper of tho 
Karun description from tho Shah. ! am not sneoriug at the Kama 
couvoatiou. for it is a v:»luable privilege txj extract from Persia, but 
it has not cost the English Governuiont a single ponny, uor does 
there seoin the sliglitcst lil^eUil^^o^l of the Ejiglisii CroveTuraent 
spending a single [jonny to promote Knglbh trade by tho 
TnampnlatioD of the treaty to Engl«u<l's advantage^ Without 
it is utilized in a proper fashion^ it will he useless us a counter¬ 
poise against the bolder policy of Ru jiRia, Rus.ria 1 ft not only reaily 
to exact [jimilar concessions from Porsia, bat what is iuBniteJy more 
importantp she is rpady to promote trade by wise goverDmcntal 
suppor^ knowing full well that the jnerehants' yanl inoasure can 
be utilised for political piirpoaus just as easily, and often more effi¬ 
ciently, than ttjo bayonet^ Tints tou years in advaace, the predic¬ 
tion can be conffdeutly made that unless the laisfei faite policy of 
England be replaced by an Elizabethan policy, Ihu-sia will go to the 
dogs, and Hussia will enjoy tho picking of the boues. To iny view 
she will thoroughly deserve the meal, and if I were a Huaftian there 
ifl no policy 1 should advocate with greator zeal than the disiutegror 
tion ol Persia iu utter do Sauce of the suscepti bill tied aud inter ests 
2S 



soo 


CHARLES MAHVIH. 


of Englttn{!. I candidly confoss that next to the expansion of Eng- 
landf 1 eympatbise most with that of lius^sia. Perhaps it is becanso 
outside Eogland 1 nowhere feel so tnagh at home os in Hassia 
among the Kiissinn people. 

This ia why 1 say tbit if England does not intend to do any* 
thing to improve Persia and protect her from Russia, I cannot, m 
my noart of hearts, blame llassia for seeking to oust ns from it. 
Certainly I cannot hate her, as Itui^sophobii^is hate her, or over* 
whelm her with abuse merely to curry favour with tly3 Conservative 
pigmies who have replaced the Liberal mannikins at the head of 
our Empire. To me it is inexpressibly dirty work, for gentlemen 
to iiAnlt a foreign power to keep in ofhee partizan leaders 
whom they are dissitisBeJ with in private, i was dining tho 
other day with a certain wollknbwn Oonservativo M, P., 
when one of the company trotted out Peter tho Great's 
will," wiih the remark that evorjljody knew it io be a inera 
i'iibritiatiou. He quoted Schuyler in support, nnd 1 followed with 
other authorities, and tho huV>ble was once more pricked and bid 
** busted^’ on tho table, Wlion wo had done, tho Consorvativo 
M. P., who was obviously clearly convinced that the will was a 
fraud, and in fact plainly admitted it, said in a serious tone, Ah, 
well, it is a capiliil thing to use on the platform. It always goes 
down with an audienee, and I am afraid 1 shall be tempted all 
the same to use it again whenever there is ti war scare with Itnssia.^* 
How men of nnqncstionfHl eapacitr and intellect could" bo content 
to thus spoon out flapdoodle to the public, for tho sake, not of 
England, but of a mere baker’s dosieu of men in offlcc, passes my 
comprehension. But t)ie evil results are obvious enough. In* 
steaa of Oonsorvative members of pHrUament attempting to master 
the Persian Question and quietly forcing the Prime Minister to 
adopt an advantageous attitude, they are satisfied to flutter, when 
too late, historical scarecrows liko Peter the Great's will before an 
ignorant public, and allow Lord Salisbury to do just as little as 
he likes in the meantime. This little for the most part consists of 
fluttering in turn the Karun concession before the public and 
claiming for it tho a^iplause due to some great stroke of siatos- 
mamhip. 

Now, however this imposition may succeed in this country, 
it has not the slightest effect for good on Russia. It might or 
might not be sound policy to force Russia into an aggressive at* 
titude by attempting to Englishize the army and aaininstraiioD, 
hut it is obviously,, sheer folly, if not foolery, to provoke her to 
action by flapping mere red rags which, while they irritate 
her and goad nor to energt^tic interference, do absolutely noth¬ 
ing to preserve Persia from decay^ or tend to establish English 
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power in the littoral bordering; on the Poraiiin Gulf* The 
Conservative boasting about the Karim oonccssion have been most 
mischievous in their effects on Russia, for th-j have certainly haa- 
tened tho opening of the Persiian Qnostion. Oaths other hand, 
cun any pluiii-iuinded Kogllsliman feel convinced that oveaif 
liah and Indian traders take svdvantage of tlio concesaion and estab¬ 
lish English trado throughout the length and ^breadth of Per¬ 
sia south of Teheran, a Government whidi has just abandoned the 
interest of 10,000 Indian traders at Zanzibar, and persists in floun- 
dedug at Suiiidm, would protect fora single moment that trade 
f om the encroachments of Russia? If not, then all valne attaching 
to the convention ends, and the less said about it, as a panacea for 
Forfiiaii decay, ^c hotter* 

* 

To mo South Persia possesses its chief intoreat from the fact 
that as, sooner or 1 aler, Jmliu must he tied to Europe bjra aeries 
of r ail ways, at least ono ouglit to be under non-Russian don.rol. 
if Russia gets down to the Persian Gulf, every (ailway running 
between Euro,.o and Asia in tbo future will he under her centrol- 
Thus, the occlusion of Russia from ^outh FersLa is a matter of 
Impe ial irnportaucc, I mij;ht add that it is of hrsL im^ oriancO 
also a.^ legards British trade ; hm this is a consideration that does 
not weigh so much wlih myself as it used to do. If merchants 
uud manufocta^ers are content to pla 3 'the part of conies and will 
not ho at pains to protect their iuterests» all I can say is Miat they 
dose ve to be Co^sJicked, and it no mcfcy when the sucking 
takes pliice* in despotic countries the policy of the fcstate 
depends upon the sovereign and a few ofhoial^; in countries 
possessing representative institution a the policy de|;ends largely 
Ui^ou public opinion. In the formor case merchants whose 
interests are menacei appeal to Ministers; ia the latter they have to 
appeal to the pablic, Shd Eiijiltsh statesmen now-a-tiays goes far 
ahead of public opinion, whether he be Conservative or Liborah and 
if public opiiiloit ts indliferent, it is useless to expect the policy of 
oar statesmen to be very brisk. Such being tbe ease, it might be 
tliought that mercantile communiLies, whose inlerests ara seriously 
menaced by the Russtuu advance, would take a little trouble ^ 
oppose that advanct». For iustance, British trade with the Persian 
Gulf amounts to more than a million a year. If Russia managed 
to get down to^ Bushire not much of that iraJe would escajw ab- 
Bolute suppression* It might be thought, thorel'ore, tliat those 
whose interests are directly concerned in that trade would take tha 
trouble to prevent public opinion in England being too acquies¬ 
cent in the gradual annexation of Persia to Russia; instead of which 
not a ainjle merchant', to inv knowledge, has yet opoued his mouth 
or put Lid pen to paper ou tue subject, and 1 question whether any 
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one the means to odueato public cpinion has received the 

sli^fhte&t eneonra^emeiit to persevore in the policy of urging Eng¬ 
land to hoop back Uussia from that quarter. Uertainly^ 1 myself 
Ijave never had a single letter from any jnerchaut interested in 
l^ersiaii trade tliankiug jne lor directing public opitiion to the com- 
ijiorcial dangers involved in the itusHisu apijrouch to the l^ersitia 
Uulfp and hence, jf Englisli traders on the spot sro indiderent, they 
have no cause lor complaint if the imbiic at Lome are indifterent 
also. 

I 

it is not sufficiently recognised, either at lionioor in India, that 
Russia's tendency to push down to the Fersiau LJulf JH lihely to \ie un- 
ergctiLyilly promoted l^y the [ireseut Emperor (who, whatever liis faults 
is no cosmopolitan coney, but an ardent patriot), because it happens 
to bo one of the idoals oriVtertho Great Full ju-itieo haa never 
been done, even in Russia, to the marvellous foresight of that great 
inan^ The River Volga ia the main array of liusijian life. It 
rises 'within a short distance of the J3akie and, after the longest 
course in Europe, i^ows into the CusjiiaTi a sea capable 

of floating tlic whole British isles, and still leave room for navigation- 
Feier the Great accomplished three great acts—he conquercil the 
country between tho Volga and I he Baltin from the Swoilcs ; ho 
connected the two fay a oanai system which gave Russia a waterway 
Li:>tweeu Petersburg and Persia ; and he coDqmu'cd iiie whole 
basin of iho Casjnan Hca, annexing not only Dcrbenat and Baku, 
but also Gilian, Wamnderau, and Asberabikd ; country ceded back 
to Persiu by Peter lU, and now forming part of moJorn Persia* 
Starting from the Caspian, Petor tho Great rendered it ]>ossible 
for traihe to proceed by Wiitcv up the Volga, thence by canal to 
Lake Lidoga, and finally to issue iutotho Baltic at Wt, Petctsbiirgr 
If one bears in mind that in hts time water coinmnnioatioua boro 
the same relation to facility of traffic that is now borne by railways, 
tho idea of building the capital of Hussia at the European outlet 
of wutor counmunications starting so cloBe to the trade of India ns 
at ABterabud and other Pereian dtieg, most bo deemed one of the 
gmndest conceptions of modern times. Ilio English tourist who 
scampers Uirougb iiiiSi^iaj and thinks a few weeks^ reeidonce in 
hotels and railway carriages qualifies him to act as critic of 
6 very thing Hussian, from their method of drinking tea intumblera 
to the plans of Peter the Great, commonly regards St. 
Petersburg as simply an attempt to move Moscow 403 miles nearer 
Europe. Hence much published balderdash in the shape of 
astonishment that^ Peter the Qroat should have chosen a northern 
marsh for tho capital of the Russian Empire, Such tourists do not 
realise ae they gaze from the summit of St* Isaac's Cathedral 
upon the delta of the Neva, beyond which opous out a yisia of the 
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NoriliRm uavignble watora of Europo, tliat that delta is pracitcally 
tUo dolta, not of the tiny Nevu^ but of the great water that stretches 
back to the chores of N^orthern Porala.. 

Now, Peter the Great, who was an eieellent student of ancient 
liiHtory, knew that in oMeu times the trade of India had penetrated 
to Europe via tlie Caspian Hivt, and had ho lived long enough be 
would have tried to establish trade relations with India, so as to 
render St Petersburg the European outlet uf Indian trade, or would 
liave couquered down to the Persian Gulf, in order to make the 
Itiisslan caintal the Euroj^ean head of comnhinieation commoncing 
in the ludun Ocean, These great designs of Lis have come afresh 
inlo favour with the successful expansion of llnssla in Trancaspia, 
and ihe revival promises tq play an important part in promoting 
Kussian aggression in Persia diirijig the next few years, "The 
Caspian provinces of Asfcerali;ul, WuKandoran, and GiMan were 
once ours—we have a right to demand them back again,Itiissiaiis 
arc saying to eacirother. Tliat is an ugly cry to raise because it 
can only ho silenced by the f>ayonct;, and that is a weapon Persia 
i- unable to use, and England cannot well provide for her. Our 
iiv^rnl support may save Persia for a time, hut it cannot of itself 
arrest the decay of the eountry. We might just as well try to 
fitrongtlien Pershi by pouring doses of Hop Bittors into the 
Persian Gulf, as by merely pouring friendly words into rhe ear 
of the Shah., Vet that is our policy for the moment and no other 
pjliey Will be mlopted by Lord Salisbury unless pressure bo 
brought to bear uj^on him by public opinion. It is a policy that 
will be os dlsastroTis in Persia as his |Jolicy has been in East 
Africa, and the recent smash up of British tratlc at Hagamoyo 
will bo repeated so mo day at Biishiro, unless it bo revorsod in 
time. 


- * ** - 

PERSId STILL TO THE FORE, 

Londoh, March 22nd^ ISSS. 

M y forecast a few weeks ago that Persia would soon re-appear on 
the stage of active politics has been borne out by oyeuts. 
According to the Novatt and other St. Petersburg newspapers, the 
return ofPriuco Dolgorouki to Teheran has been sigaulised by 
n nainberoi'demauds, winch indicate pretty clearly Russian deter¬ 
mination to attach Persia to her chariot wheels* The first is the 
tliiu od)jb of the wedge of absolute control over Persian foreign 
policyt similar to that which we enjoy in the case o£ the Amir* 
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Tbid a dt*ni:LQd iLat Feridia s^hall ^raut no further couoesdioua, 
Bimilur to the Karan, without the saactioti aud up,)rovttl of Hu[ 4 aLa» 
As regards this, foolhardy politicians in this country are advising 
that we should retort by ex:ictiug from the Shah the pledge tliat he 
should grant no eoucessiou to Russia without our pertuission alao^ 
It would, however, Lo very duugerous to attempt a retort of this 
kind. Russia—it is nselss to disguise the fact is more ready to 
attack Persia than Eogtand is ready to defend it; and moreover^ as 
I demonstrated some time ago, she cun smother the Shahdom when¬ 
ever she likes in a couple of weeks. Tho couselousiiess that she can 
crush Northern Persia naturally gives a force to her policy to which 
we cannot pretf^nd ; and sipce a diplomatic return thrust might 
cause Russia tj force I^ersla into ahsoJutc vassnldov], the best course 
to pursue is to phty a waiting game, and keep off Russia as long 
as possible by miians of doxterous diploma'iy, in the hope that 
events in Europe may later on operate in our favour. 

Tho next serioiw demand is one we cannot well prevent being 
complied with. Russia asks for the control of the Bay of Murdab, 
ne^r Resht, and insists on the early complctlan of the Teheran 
Uaspian railway. There can be hardly any doubt that tlu^ demaml 
masks another A^huraJu pJoL The railway to the Oaspiun is already 
ill course of construction, and Russia aims ut havitig the outlet 
completely under her control. In that case she will dominate 
the Persian coast of the (JaspiaD, and from Ashui'ai ja and from 
Murdab Bay Russian influence will be pushed inland. It Persia 
refuse to yield io this demand, Russia could, and probably would, 
occupy the port without the sliglitcst regard for the feelings of tho 
Shah and England. Russia looks ujion the Uuspian as altogether 
a Russian sheet of water to wliich i^orsia has no right wliafaver, 
and having mode good her control to every inch of the water sur¬ 
face, is cluiiniug the right to control the Persian coast as well. 

The demand iliat Persia should construct, without further 
delay, a from the Askahod frontier to Meshed is sini]dy 

the rovlval of a demand that lias been vainly pressed upon tho iShali 
for somo months post^ Doubts are antert lined whether he will do 
tnore than consent to it, for Nasr-ad-din sees clearly that the 
construction of the road would lay open the capftalof Kliorasaan to 
Russiao attack, and is naturally very ill-disposed to spend thonsands 
of pounds in facilitating a Russian conquosL If nothing is done to 
carry out the Knasian dainandt it is believed that Russia will Qn* 
deavour to exact permission to run a railway to Meshed, Here, again, 
England can do nothing to prevent Russia from acting in whatever 
manner she likes on the Khorassan frontier. The route of tha future 
highway is now heiug traversed by M- Gospodin Vlasoff, ffie new 
Consul-General at Meshed^ who arrived at tuo frontier a few days 
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ago with ft strong Oossnok escort to oicito foollnga of awe, and 
was received with much solemnity by the t'ersian oDiciala. 

With regard to the hual demand that the Shah shoold decide 
on his successor during his lifotinie, and with aa little delay as 
possible, this is a matter on which England tnlght equally exercise 
pressure^ Nothing is more likely to lead to a Kttssiart ccoQpatioa 
of Northern PersU, and for that matter Northern Afghanistan, 
than any throne dUpubu after the death of either Shah or Amir, 
leading to a {k^riod of a anarchy. England is more strongly in*- 
terested than Russia in preventing this apprehended turbulence 
from occurring, and her difilotnuey might advanUgctiusly be more 
actively employed tiiau it Im been in the past in settling in good 
time the question of ^ucces^iau in Persia ana ^fghani^tau. Already, 
it IS asserted, the bhah has yielded to some of the demands, and the 
whole are to be scttlod beiorc ho leaver Teiierau for Paris. Ua 
this occasion, Nasr-eJ'difi wiU jjrobably discover a coasiderablo 
waning of the attention and respect paid him on 'he occasion of his 
htsl tour. To-duy the Shah is no longer ike interesting personage 
ho was twenty years ago, A generation which has run the iron 
liorso into Samarkliand is not likely to have much sentiment left for 
Teheran, and the 3i>ectaAile of the Shah will uoitlier draw again 
crowds, as of yore, nor provoke afresFh the old euthiisiaam among 
the potentates.of Europe, Persia U no longer iuteresting. it 
is a country* that is looked upon ua played out, except by a 
few writers, such as ftlr, Boujumin, whose history of Persia is 
one of tliti most intorostiug volumes of Mr. Fisher Unwin^ft 
aJniirahle of UhC Nixllom aeries* Mr* Betijamia wa^ 

some time United Btatos Minister to Persia, and at the doge of tho 
volume, referring to Russia’s aims of aggrundiiement, he observes 
that ^whatever may be the result of the umbitiou of Russia, enough 
hue been recorded in tills volume to indicate the vitality of the Per¬ 
sian race, and to show that even when for a time Persia falls under 
foreign rule, she has in the character of her people eiAneuts that 
promise to lead her to assert her supremacy under more favourable 
circuiAstances,” The vitality that Mr, Benjamin refers to, however, ia 
the vitality of the past not of the present. There is nothing in the 
modem history of the country to warrant the beHef that Persia can 
possibly ward off the encroach men ts of liussia, or tlirow off the weight 
of ttussian administration^ once it is laid upon her. In a contest of 
8,000,000 Persians with 108,000,000 iiussians, what hope can the 
former have of “re-aeserting their supremacy'’ if Russia traverse 
ilie country with a network of railways and carry her trade down 
to the Persian Gulf? Persia threw off the foreign yoke in the past 
because She really had vitality then, and was conquered by nations 
that suffered from dry rot. But Russia is as heatihy and os hearty 
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ai thfl core as Englanfl horaelf, while a blight hangs over every 
province in Persia* Even in our time, Persia has been expxinged 
from the (Jasptan; ehe has been deprived of the control of Asterabad 
pay and the Transcaspian territory ; Mcrv and Old SarraUhs have 
been clipped from her outlying dominions, and she has been com¬ 
pelled to admit Hussian agents in thn principal towns of Khorussan. 
Against this thert is absolntcly no set-off in the shape of improve¬ 
ment and progreaa, and Russia daily acquires more control over the 
foreign policy of the country. 

The circumstances^ there fore f are by no moans encouraging 
for Sir Henry Drummond Wolff; and 1 am inclined to think wo 
shall hear no more of Lord Salisbury's successes in Persia in the 
shape of further Karan coneossions. To be frank, recent events 
have so weakened the Govermnent that a strong policy at home 
or abroofi is hardly to be thought of Duruig the last few weeks, a 
marked change lias come over public fooling at home. 

The mass of the public, sick of the Irish question ami dig- 
gutted with coercion in Ireland, is beginning to gaao in tho 
direction of Home Buie* it is not that John Bull particularly 
wants to ‘*de justice to Ireland/' or that ho believes a wide form 
oflocil government will satisfy the Irish; but be is tired of 
coercion and jiit^rininable discussion, and is beginning to be dis¬ 
posed to concede anything to get rid of the Irish* question and 
nave done with it* This change of I'eoling ia particuKirly obsi^rv- 
able in tho provincial press and among commercial men ; and 
)ioliticians are already bogianing to hedge in sympathy with it* 
As an indication of the wuy tlie wind is blowings I was informed 
yesterday^ on high authority, that a certain oommoroial Bill, in 
whioli I am interested, would not be brought on this Session, 
because the Government did not fe'^l disposed to risk tlio loss of 
a single vote by legislating against vestod interests. Considering 
that the Bill was a pretty safe sort of Bill, over which it would bo 
difficult to expect any parly feeling, such a determination in¬ 
dicates how sensitive the Government is to the defeat at 
Kennington and the collapse of the Tlme9 charges against Mr, 
FamelL It is noteworthy that while the nation seems to bo chang¬ 
ing in its viowfi about granting seif-governmont to Irolandj it is 
not getting up any steam for the Grand Old Man* The desire 
a^ems to he that either the Government should bring in a Bill, or 
else that Mr, Chamberlain should do ao. Mr. Gladstone's name 
excites no enthusiasm whatever in the matter, and in spite of 
all the wire-pulling of the Radicals, England seems dcterminect 
not to entrust any Home Rule measure to nim. 

The Russian Government has published this week the An-^ 
ntiatVtf Diphmuii^ue de T Empire dt Kustie for containing 
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amun^ otlior tkia;r^ the lliu^iun dooumimts rtaltitiag to the settto- 
mont of the Afgfiiu frontier, acoompfvniod by a numbor of maps- 
The book has not roaohod me yet j but mounwhilo 1 may note that 
the iVonYt/ Vwtn^n draws from it tho oonoitt'tion that it boars oat 
the foot that Jtussia won overvHihiug j!iho wanted on the frontier, 
aud that tile rosistaiice of the English negotiators vanished before 
the wise hriuuoss of liiisi^iau diplomaoy. Thorefi^e, it contLiiues, 
Russia ought to be always firm in the future, since she may rely, 
ill Sfpito of the bluster ol' Eiiglami^ upon getting what she wants. 
Who will ooutEind that this reliauco is misplaceJ so long as English 
ibi'oiga affairs arc the spert of party politicians I 

There b suii^^thing in the boliaviotir of M. do Oiers, roportocl 
tO’day, which might well bo Idd to heart by English statesmen. 
Yesf^^rthiy frouoraJ Aunonkoir delivoroJ a leoluro ou the Transcas- 
piiiii railway—an oiitliusia^ic lecture, no doubt, full of allusions to 
the strategic vahio of the lino, the nncossity for the Russian colo- 
oisaLion of Merv, and the ejtpeuditure of more Imperial funds? to 
pruinote esLnliliiihErioQl of JU Ltorial power on the Afghan eou- 
Hiics. The Russian Minister for Eorcign Ajfairs was present, 
and uel.u.illy dafed to vigorously a[ipbiiid Ueneral Aiineukolf in his 
senMuicnts f Imagijie Oolonel Mahesoii delivering a leetum on the 
Kauilahar railway, mvd xm\ invitation sent to Lord Salisbury to attend! 
lij the hr^i plaop, ho woidd be amaiseilatsuch a proi>ositionhoiag pnt 
to hiiH, “ouusWhjrlng the do lie: iki relations existing bebwoon England 
aud Russia in regard to Afghanistan and Persia; ” andj in the 
second, if he did attend^ ho would be frightened to cry, “Hoar, hoar,*^ 
t ven in a whhpor, lost it should reach tUo ear of the Hnssian Ambas¬ 
sador- Uoally, the timidity ami cunt of English statesnioii, whether 
Uouscrva'ivc or JJ^^oril], in matters of this kiiiil, is positively past 
ondtiranee. IJoiieral AnneiikolT s ieeinro was precisely of the onar- 
tudor of the one I proposed giving tlic other day ; but the Russian 
Government^ so far i'roni preventing its delivery, attended in person 
aud vigorously aojjlamled what was said* In some thni;^, England 
shows an n making CO I lie 111 : it for Russian opinion; in otner Uiings, 
she iliffplnys an ainaifiug litnidity. Of the two which wa'4 moat cal¬ 
culated to give umbrage last autumn to Russia—tins delivery of my 
loctnrc withiu dosed doors, or iho speoch by Lord Salisbury himsolf in 
the proviuoea, oxtolling the Karmi concosi^ion as a splendid triumph 
of English diplomacy, and the success of the year of the Oousorvativo 
Oovernmeni in regard to foreign atTairs- That indiscretion of Lord 
Salisburys’ hastened hy years the ripeniugof the ti'ersuin question, 
atil notliing hut evil luus dowod from it filncG. in tho suluo way^' 
uotliLug did mure last inoutli for Home Rule than the iudiscretLoa 
of the GoveruuieJiL in rogard to Mr, U'lirieii, it was not a mistake 
to put Mr, O’Oriou in prLon : hut it was u lulstakc to deprive one 
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of the ablest orators of the House of Commons of hia doilies, and 
a political error of the first magnitude for Mr^ Balfour to jeer at 
the prisoner in his spoeoh over champagne and fen courses to an 
audience at Dublin at tho moment when Mr, O’Brien iras 
known to be lying naked in liis oelL It was the feeling of 
indignation this ardused that lod to persons like Mr, George 
Augustus Sala and Mrs. Lynn Linton joining ilio Coniinittee of 
Protest formed in l^ondon. Only two methods exist of thoroughly 
settling the Irish question—fJossacking tJie country, and the 
grant of some form of local Goverumont. The simplest would 
be tho Copsa eking process, and 1 could name Russian generals 
who would dispel all discontent in a decado. But a democratic 
Govornment like England will not tolerate Oossaeking ; and 
thoroforo the shortest way to settle the liuestion is to devi'se some 
form of Home Rule, That tho adoption of Ihis^ would settle Irish 
discontent is perhaps a doubtful matter ; but it would do one thing—* 
it would take the Irish question out of tho Bouse of Commons and 
transfer it to Dublin, thcreliy allowing tho-at-presenUmisnamed 
"Imperial’ Parliament to deal wiilj more important and pressing 
affairs. If the inenbua of Ireland were ronioveil from the English 
Purliaincnt, more time might be given to the settlement of Imjierial 
questions in India, AfricEL, and the Paeiflc, and Enelisli stHtesinon, 
less fretted and worried by conteiiipiibbj bullies of the Dr* Tanner 
typOf might hike up a calmer and more eonfidont altitude towards 
Russia. Mp do Giora certainly had no spectre of Boland behind 
him when ho applauded Geuerid Annenkoft the otiicr night. 
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Lo^DON, May ISth^ 18B9, 

T he P^sian lamb has crossed tho Transcaucasian frontier, 
and is on his way to prvy his visit to the Russian bear* The 
reoepiion accorded him at J'Jrivan is reported to-day to have 
been splendid ’’ wluch was to Ijc r^tpected in a town containing so 
many Persians, and which to i\ largo extent, h still Persian in spite of 
its Russian venoer. Oruers have been issued that everything 
is to be done to impress the Shah. Tho receptions everywhere are 
to be spleudidi the parades of massive proportions, and tlie lione 
of every place ore to be shown ofi with all the art of osteutatioua 
display for which Hussiunfi are famous* But whilo everything is 
to be done to make the bh-h enjoy himself, and put him on good 
terms with the Busslans, be is none the less to be made 
to feel that he is the poor guest of a rich and powerful 
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neighbour, concealing claivs of steel beneath a velvet paw. 
The Persian lamb is to he well fei! at the expense of tlie 
bear, but ho to leave some of hia floneo liefiiod hiin* What 
diplomatic bnsinosa will bo traosifcteJ. at St. Petersburg I am un- 
ablo to say, not being on verbal tc'ms wllili th« Russian Foreign 
Office; blit it is hq secret in oJfii^nal circles at the Russian capital 
that serioua bnsine^ of some sort is to be discuiseci, and that he 
will not leave there for Europe without being made clearly aware 
of the wishes of Hassia and the danger he will incur in not obeying 
them. Some 13ngli:^li papers arc of opinion that we can mabe a 
stronger impression on the Shah, auJ neutralise the fears which 
tho threats of Rihsiu cannot but iii’^pirc. i do not share that view* 
AVe possess a gi^od many sights to impress a foreigner with ; but 
little England alone cannot boat the dispbiy of Russia. In the first 
place, there is the impression caused by the vasLnosd of Russia, it 
has been my fortune to cross Russia cast an<l west, north and south, 
several timesj and I well appreciate the influonco which the vustness 
of tho country, occupying many days to traverse, must oxerciac on 
the mind of au Asiatic potentate, ^uh.seqiiently spinning in a couple 
of hours from Dover to London. If wo could make tho Shah 
traverse beforeluiud the Ciinadian Pacific lliilway, and the line 
which the Australians havo jiHt coin[dnicd from Brisbane to 
Adelaide, the vastness of tho Britisli Empire would makcauimprogsion 
greabir oven than that of lius?^ia. But our colonies arc afar off. 
The ijliah wyi HOC nothing of them, auJ will not btt influenced in 
passing through their midst as ho will ho in parsing through the 
Caucasus “that South Africa of Russia—iind the Black Sua provin¬ 
ces, which cuiMtilufo Russia’s Australia* As for England, in re¬ 
gard to siKC, well, if thrown into the LTaspiim Sea—tlio scii wi'est* 
ed from tho present fcShah by dnssia—it would reafllly float on the 
surface and still leave a wide margin for navigation round about. 
The vast population and marvellous propovLions of Loudon cannot 
but strike the Shah ; hut comiuorce—and above all commerce de- 
pendout on a mariuo tliat cannot penetrate into the interior of 
Persia—cannot compare iu inflnonce with the effect produced by 
the military paraiies of Russia. Had we India nearer, or did we 
do what I trust will be dono some day—maintain a certain propor¬ 
tion of Indian native troops at home—we could beat Russia in variety 
of uniform, although she would always have the advantage of us in 
regard to numbers* It is not in our power to put 100,000 regular 
troops on parade with the facility enjoyed by Russia; nor can we preaent 
the foreigii visitor at our capital with the massea of stalwaTt guards¬ 
men—tens of thousands of big brawny men—which Husdia can at 
hers* Moreover, Russia knows hew to make the moat of her mili¬ 
tary displays; so that whatever is big seams very much bigger, and 
whatever is small is kept from looking insigniGoant. In this country 
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tlio art of makiaj^ an impregsion is mainly loft to snobs and company 
promoters* It is not cultivated by our military men, who always 
soein to do their utmost to koop Ibo army out of si^bt ; and 
ivlicn it is attempted by tbo Oovcmmont of the day^ it h done in 
ti shabby gcutcol way, and without those deliglitfiil artistic touches 
which seem to come^naturally to the Russian* As for ouv Court, 
I hope I shall noUwound anyoue^s amour proptr liy pointing out 
that the (Tourt of her gracious Majesty is a very poor oiio-horse affair 
compared with the Court of the Jijinporni- of all tiio llu^sias^ TIuj 
Q uoen has not the sam^ amount of cash spend aslilie Tzar, and, 
to be frank, she dons not by a long way live up her incomo* So 
wo aro accustomed to a starve<l Court, and the public arc hajkpy at 
Bceiug the Queen go about in the style of a fsrosiwfous liou&c-kct^p- 
er* Things, indeed, had come to thaij>ass a year or two ago that 
LondoTk had roconciled itself to seeing Ibickiugluiin Palace noarty 
always empty* A happy revival has taken place stneo ; but still 
the Court in this country is not the imjiressiye insUtotion that it is 
in Russia. There are no swarms of gaily uniformed i ?ourt officials, 
with their attendant swanns*of gilt-kiced lacqueys i no such splendid 
bails when the guests assemble by tbousauds in thi^ Winter Pidaco : 
no gala nights nt diuattes 130 large that at a concert given at one of 
them last week 3,000 musicians occupied the sUige, uiid the guests 
were treated to unlimited champagne in the ^^jjaciotis eorridors* In 
a word, without going further into deliiitiH, tbo (?.ourt does net 
|>orvade London as it pervades St, Petersburg* Royiilty isnotflo 
much £n There is not that everlasting di^jda}’ in the sfreets 

that reminds the Russians that their Trau- Js living in splendour in 
thoir midst, and keeping Court in every hcesc of the term. In 
London there are btmdreda of thousands wlie have no idea 
what Court life is ; who have never seen (Joiirt display even 
from the outside in the streets ; who have never looked upon a 
Chain bo rlain in his glory or a gilded Cotirt lacquey, let alone 
the Queen herself, and who would feel no deprivation if 
Iho Court ^tlisappcarod entirely from this country. The saniu 
cannot bo said oftho people of tJt. Petersburg, and the Shah 
will witness there an amount of pomp and eplcnilour London can¬ 
not possibly show him* I hope no one will interpret these ra- 
marks as implying contempt for our Court in getierab i simply 
discuss the matter from the point of view of tho impression likely 
to be mode on the mind of the 8hah. His Iranic Unjesty cannot 
but be more impressed of a stalwart Emperor, dressodTas a warrior, 
snrrounded by warriors, and living a warrior's life amidst the 
armed magnidceDCO of modern military display, than by an old lady 
who dresses more or loss like all other old Jadiesto bo scon in London, 
and more often eneirclod liy tweod suits and billycock hats 
iliaii by ^ioMiers’ uiuforms. So that as regards vastness, military 
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power, and Conri ili splay, Russia will have tlio ad vantage? of 
ns in impre^ising tho Phiih, and tlioro arc no sights wo can show 
bim which iviJl make him feel be can afford to disregard Russian 
throjitij. We shall amuse liitu when ho comes, no doubt ; 
hut wo shall be able to show him not!dug that will cause 
him to risk siding with us ngainift his burly uoighbour. In one 
word, wo raiglit just as well not spend a penny nnpn him for all 
tlie good wo shall derive from his visit* llussia will get her money 
buck in some sort of political conecssion^. All wo can do is to 
lie tliankiul if €hcy aro not too excessive* 

Tho Shah means to enjoy Jiimsolf in Europe, and is raising 
money to do so in various ways, I was told yesterday of a certain 
conccrisioii that tvid bceu offtTed to English capibilists—a tobacco 
mofiojioly in fact—if llioy would put down a fiuarter of a ndllion 
sterling to enable Jlis Iranic Majesty to enjoy himaolf in Paris* 
The monopoly w'ould bo a* good thing ; but the quostidn asked 
was—VVluit is the Vfilue of the t^halfs lirman ? It would bo ir- 
r ever out to !Na‘isr-ed-<ijti if 1 mentioned the unanimous reply on 
tile part of the commercial men faking part in tho discussion* 

While British merchants in general hold aloof from Persian 
trade, those of Germany and Anuria take great interest in it. 
According to news pnldti^Ucd in the Till is }iapors from Tchemn, 
11 err Kruger, an Austrian me reliant, conknn plates holding an 
cxbibidon of Aeuslrian and German goods at tlio Rliah’s capital in 
the autnmm* This activity contrasts sir on gly with die attitude of 
English merchants. Up to now, fo far aa 1 have boen able to 
ascertain, not a single attempt has been made by any English 
firm to avail itself of tho Karim eoncossJon, of which Lord Salis¬ 
bury spoko so highly as a great oominoreial privilogo a year ago. 

*^To Btrengthon Sir Henry Drummond Wolff^s hands/’ a 
Military Att<icfi^ has licen appointed to tho British mission at 
Teheran, This is an admiraldo inabinco of how not to do it. Wo 
might just as well send a milihiry expert to Term d^ Fnego to 
** atrongthen the hancls ’’ of tho Secretary of State mr trofaad. 
It is not the embassies and legations tliat want strengthening, but 
tho Foreign Olfice itself, Tho Military Attach^ at Teheran can 
say nothing to Sir Henry that can render his bearing more con¬ 
fident, for Russiu holds the Shah by tlio nose, an<l cun pinch him 
into acquiescence whenever she likes. Now^ if instead of spending 
the monoy on ibis inutility at Teheran, it had been applied to pro** 
Tiding tho Foreign Office with a good googiaphioal ad vise r, British 
diplomacy in general would have been really strengthened, for of 
what use is it to send brains to Teheran when the airings of Foraiaa 
policy aro pulled by numskulls at homo ? Now-a-days AmbaBsadora 
are to a large extent simply clerks at the end of a wire, and it 
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iwqmros real man of gemufi, liko Lord Dnffcria and Sir William 
Whitts, to noutralidc tlio ignorance imd poltroouury t.clegrapb^d out 
to tlieni fnr tbcif gmJEmt’.c hy tho Gladstones or 8;vlisburys of the 
hotir* W c com plain o*^" cast epxclusivoncss in liidin^hutiTi many mat ter g 
the adnnmstrftlioii of ISnglauJ runs in grooves of iron* It liaTing 
bocomc! a matter of hustom and routine that tlio Foreignj Indian^ 
and other ofhoesisliall be uiauned with a ’oenuanonL stuffy entering 
hy an odncalionul test having ii very remote relat'on to their actual 
duties, and that the higher control of these clerks shall l^e in the 
hands of ephnineral Miuistors or Secretariesj also fo^ tho most part 
put in power without a special regard for their qunUfieations for 
the posts assigncfl them, it would appear to he a simplo affair for 
any statesman to rem^sdy the obvious evil of this system hy appoint¬ 
ing from time to time from the public erniueiit men of approver! 
ability to strengthen his owti haiuli^ and infuse vital force into tho 
departme'nk lint no*. Fro^Hdenoe has divided our admiiiistriitiou 
into two castes—the clerical caste, fed liy the cranimmiug system, 
and tho politician caste, maintiiued by tho llouso of Commons* 
Tho intellect of England lies Outside both ibe^o castes, and no 
attempt is made to strengthen them by any assLmilaLbig process such 
as is general in Germany and Riisstn, This to a large extent 
explains tho weakness of our foreign policyj and it will never 
be remedied until the masses are anfficienUy enlightened to insist 
that the present system shall be supplemented hy spme method of 
proTiding tlio public deparlments with men of fitish ideas and 
vigorous brains seloetod from the goneral public- 

Professor Vambery has left England after a long inter view 
with Lord Salisbury. His visit to 0 mtantiiiople will probaldy be 
fruitful of results, for thanks to European mtfuenceis and geographi¬ 
cal position, the Porto can in time of peace occupy a more independ¬ 
ent attitude towards Hus^ia thni Persia,end even prove a useful ally 
in time of war* Beyond ourselves, no European power is interested 
in the independence of Persia; and no Continental statesman 
would go out of his way to help ui save the Shah. At the same 
time, thanks to her geographical position in the Caspian region, 
Russia can overrun the whole of North Persia and stamp 
out the Iranlc administration withoTit onr being able to fire a shot 
at tho invaders to save Toherau, With Turkey the case is 
different. We can send onr fleet to Constantinople ; and wo can 
despatch tlifiber sufficient Indian troops by sea to render the 
conflict a desperate ono for Russia. Under certain contin¬ 
gencies, the friendly support of Turkey would be of value to thb 
country, and if Vambery can say anything to the Sultan that 
can nut him on better terms than he has been the last few years, 
be Buonld bo encouraged to do so. 
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I omiitad to montiou lust weok a rather amusing incident that 
occurred at Sir Murdoch Smith’s lect^ive at the Society of Arts. 
Professor Vamb^ry uses as a rule maajjive gold spectacles, Taried 
occusioualty by a black-rimined jiinco*ne/- He had both of these 
at the lecture, and put on each, aUernaiely, during the progress of 
the lecture, which, ns 1 said last week, was very dryly delivered 
and well calculated to promote abstraction* During one of these 
moments of “ mind-wandering," to use tlio adveAjsing expression 
of Professor Loisetto, Vambiry pushed the spectacles o£F iris nose 
up to his teuifjcs and forgot all about tlieir whereabouts. Shortly 
afterwards he tried to find them, o^cuuuinng the tabic and feeling 
in his pockets* At last be brought out and put on the pince-neSj 
and wore both for a few ininutcs. The fliHjctacle was rather 
comioak aad 1 ^as not in the least surprisctl at the sally when I 
heard a gcntleiuc'iu at my back whis]fev to u friend in a low tone of 
sarcasm ; “ Ah, now Arniinius Vambery can indeed, see the 
Rufisianri advancing upon India I” 
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* LONDO'f, juhj 5th^ 2S89. 

T he Sli&b himself is alone to blame if ho is not ill 0 roughly en- 
jojdng bis trip to Eiigbiud. The weather has boon lovely, Since 
he arrivcil, the iestivicfi have been of a most delightful character, 
and enthusiastic crowds fiuve followed his iranic Majesty wherever 
he has put in an nppcaiance* ll would be supciiluous for mo to 
relate what be has and what ho has done. Abler pons have 
already done that iii the daily press ; and I am sure that, if 1 tried, 
i could not surpass their eharuiiug and graphic deseri] dions* 
England herself is delighted at the surcefjs of llw^ reception* 
She has done her Ijest to heartily welcome tho Persian potentate, 
and sho feels sliu has suec('r(leil. Why the Shah is so oi;ceedingly 
popular it would be diihcujt to say, c^ycept that he represents 
the mysLorious and majestic East. Sydney Smith on one occasion, 
wrote that he had outlived his carlj^ impressions; ho hud only one 
illusion loft—that illusion was tho Archbishop of Canterbury* 
Similarly, as reji^ardsi tho public. 1 fancy it also has only one 
thorough faced illusion left—that illusion h tho East, “It is quite 
refreshing in these monotonous tiinos of peace and order/' said a 
Oily maai to me yesterday, “ fco gaao upon a man who can cut off 
tho head of anybody he likes, appro]>riale anyboJy'sproperty, 
and put into his harem anybody's 'wife or daughter/* Ho 'Was a 
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coTn[>any promoter, nnd ho eij^hed as^ he thought of what ho would 
do iu tho hanky-panky liue if ho woro Shah. Tho atroot 
songs that aro beiag suug about tho Shah reflect largely 
tho same fool mg* Tho oraviug for uulinutod powor’^tfio 
craving for iiuUmitod cash^tlio craving for uulimiksd sensua¬ 
lity—^all are ropreaented iu thoso gutter diUioa. Naar-ed-din 
ia popularly looked upon as einhodyiug alt tho poetry and power 
of iho East, lie is the roprosentativo of the Arabian Nights, 
Buddonly sprung upon a populace sick of tho eternal tnmqaiUty 
of Lrondon life* For the religious, who olh&rwiHo would regard 
him as a heathen, ho brings consoiatton and peace, because his 
anccsbirs wore itiontiouod in tho Bilde, and tliereforo biri prosonco 
testibes to tho gonuincss of that sacred book Suck at least was 
the opinion cxpreissod to me by a worthy divine a few days ago, 
and it ovhtoutly afforded him so much joy to rcHoct that Parwin, 
Spencer, and lluxloy had beou knocked into a coel^d hat by tho 
Snah of Persia visiting,our sliores that I had^not the heart to let my 
unholy tongue disturb iho cherished illasion. 1 am not sure that, in 
the future, sagos will not declare it to be true wisdom to live in a 
state of illusioTi. Kvll comes of knowing too much, as Solornon 
found to his cost ages ago. To bo innocently ignorant is surely hot¬ 
ter tlian to be overJone with wisdom, and Laying un one’s hack wail¬ 
ing vaniiai vaniia tnnn. It is better that society should gush over the 
Sh^th*s iittlo boy, and seek to fondle him in order to delight the 
Shah, than to indulge in Zolae 3 cj[U 0 conjectures, lireU pf a know¬ 
ledge of iuner Eastern lifoj as lo why the Shah should ho so very 
foud of that paio-faced urchin, and Lake him with him wherever 
ho goes while leaving his wives at home- So that when I read in 
tho Pali Mali Gazette this week an enthusiastic article oii the 
Shah's little boy, by the rovoreud author of Musie ami MotaU, 1 
was amused but not startled* 1 looked to see what Jlr, Stead had 
to say on the subject; but ho also had swallowed what tho Shah 
hag thrust on Europe with an offroulory that indicates pretty 
clearly wh^^l he really thluks of European morals, lllu- 
Hions enfold tho little boy as well as big govoreign master, and 
it is perhaps a matter for congratulation that the prying oyes of otir 
gutter papers have not pouetrated the mysteries of Oriontal Hfo 
transplanted to European soil by the Persia in monarch, 

The political illusion, however, is tho ono thatcoucoras us most* 
The Shah has been made a fuss of, not for what he has done, but 
for what it is hoped ho migbt do on our behalf against Hussia in 
the Bvent of a war. Ho is looked upon as an ally, hated by Russia 
because of his friendship for Euglani, and who, unless onconragod 
by plenty of shoulmg, might go back to Teheran and become tho 
supporter of tho Taar. Hence on every occasion ho hag 
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boon Tirgocl to rociprocato the apoataueoualy exprasaed friendly 
ot the Jilnglisb nation^ and tbrow in hU lot with a power 
vrbo has uo aiiua hU doiniuions^ and who will help 

him lliLs&ia if ha holp^ us the common Jiitssian foe. 

Tho iUuaion roforrod to conebta in imaglnlnij that the Shah ia 
master of his own fatOi It ijidncncoa not only the proaa but our 
fltutesmon us well. IjotJ Sali.sburj, with tho rc^t^ has proaged 
upon liim tho vulno of Kuj:*land's tVicudship, and invitod ilmilar 
euniidence in rotnrii, xs If it were roully in the Slialfs power to do 
what he likes with his nIliauco. That ailianqp, 1 have rej>eatcdly 
shown, isi no loa’^or tho property of the Shah to give us, Tho 
Kussian developinent in the f^ir^phiii region has placed an iron grip 
round bis throat;, aud tho Tzur will (.lirotilo him tho momcut ho 
atterniiU to givo nnduo aid Jo England. A comparison of the 
efforts luudo Ivv and England to ploui^o tho Shah cannot 

bat roeult a coiiplci- ol 1 oi littik In’s quoted by Skoboieff with signi- 
hcunce oa a fiimous ooeusiojj*-« 


“ I will buy all/' shouled Gold; 

And 1 will iniswered SteeJ* 



Wbilo in Russia^ tho SJiah was J'ui- Llm uiost part very aslatidy sbowu 
sitivjily tht^ glitter of bayonets: we on ouc part havo placed bol'oro bim 
.our weaUb. Much as ho may admire our prosjiarity, ho cannot but re¬ 
flect timt wnalLli alone cannot fi:ivcldm from Ku^^sian steel. Pluck in 
tih'sstuuni^iiip umi the power of largo battalions are needed, as well as 
?ili, to save J.'crsia from the spoiler. Tlio cash wo have; bat who 
au say we ponsess iuloqiiatcuruicid forces, and, what is better than 
olh, ft heroic determltiatioii on tlio jiart of tloiiUoartcd stutcsiuon to 
^juphold the honour of the Kiujdro at any cost I To my view, tho 
^iolti'fjoucry of our statesmou—^a poltroonery that is rajudly hocowi¬ 
ping traditional of both parties of the Sto^to —Is a worse factor 
fagarinnst tho saving of Persia than even tho circuinstancc that the 
k'ltusaian Caspian is only 150 tulles distant from Teheran, while the 
^English Porsiau Gulf is* bituuto 800 miles off. 

Hence I took upon Nasr-cd-din as tho last of the i^liuhs who 
will visit our shores iuiiopendont and free. While events iu the 
Balkan Pciiinaula are tending again in favo?irof llussia, it is obvious¬ 
ly not sound policy for her to bo come occupied by a Persian em- 
hroglio. On this aecouul the 8hah is allowed to run his course on 
^ thb occasion. But unless Uiii^isian developments in the Oaspian 
regiomindorgo a sodden and so veto check from a quarter that 
cannot be for tbc moment forecasted, tho Iron presfluro of Russian 
progress upon Persian stagnation and decay mast infallibly result at 
no distant date in the present Sluih, or his successor, having to sub* 
mit to a position of vassal do m in regard to RnsBia* The snlvation of 
Persia from this hard fate is only possible in a limited degree if 
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we set onrselTGfl to work at once to oonyort the Persian 
Gulf into an English Gulf. It is a fallae^^ wrongly urged five 
hundred times over by the English press ibis week, to suppOHe that 
the futnre of Persia depends upon the poliey of the bhah. It 
depends solely upon ourselves. It is not for the Shoh to do 
something, but for ui9 to put our shoulder to the wheel. If wo 
persist in our present policy, and do nothing, then the Shah will go 
to the wall* Nothing can save him from the commercial and 
polidool pressure exercised by Russia in tlio Caspian region, ex-* 
cept similar pressure brought to bear by England from the littoral 
of the Persian Gulf* Now^ the ovil is that tlie growth of 
Bussia in the Caspian is not simply a ^tatc growth, but is 
an absolute expansion of the natural and national forces of 
Bussia, The Huesian Government has done nothing to promote 
colonisation to the Caucasus, yet tens of tliousands of pea- 
Bants stream thither every ytar. The Busaian Government has 
done nothing to promote the petroleum industry beyond institut¬ 
ing a few judicious fiscal regulations ; yet Baku bas placed a fioet 
of Bieomers on the Caspian, constructed a thousand miles of railway, 
and given in revenue £800^000 to the Russian exchequer, with the 
promise of an increasing sum every year* But if natural and 
national forces have been at work, the Russian Government has 
not been indolent and inactive* Wherever possible, it has promoted 
Russian trade and encouraged merchants to penetrate to every part 
of Northern Persia* Against all this, what can Eaglauc^set ? Simply 
"the scrap of paper on which the Karun concession is written^a 
scrap lit only for the fire, unless it bo followed by suitable measures 
on the part of British commerce, encouraged and supported hy the 
Government, for establisliiug our infiuence in the Persian Gulf 
region. As to w'hat British commerce will do after the Sbah takes 
his departure, it is perhaps too soon to speak; but the present 
indications are not encouraging. With respect to the Government, 
BO far as I can learn, it does not intend to do anything at all* If 
auch bo the case, we might just as well liavc saved ourselves the 
expense and trouble of ontertaiumg bis Persian Majesty* 

A clearly ©xprosgod determination on the part of tb© Govem- 
mout to support, frankly and loyally, British trade in the Persian 
Gulf would probably have an important effect in j>roniotiDg enter¬ 
prise in that quarter* There are some parts of the world where British 
trade did not want fostering at all—in Canada, for Lnstance, in 
Australia, and in South Africa. Those three colonies have boomed 
in succossiouj attracting a vast amount of capital, and trade thrives 
hi each of them without any need of .support or encouragement 
from the State* The case is different witn Turkey and Persia* 
The existenoo of despotic rulers and non-English institutiona renders 
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it necessary that every assbtanco flhonld be given to Engliehnien 
ventnriiig on trade in those countries* Once upon a time such help 
was freely forthcomings but tho fads of the foolish fanatics who 
folloTsred Adam Smith and the wiser political economist of the early 
part of the century have lead itimost to a withdrawal of support to 
traders in recent tirnes* Tho lazy policy lasiez fcdf&t isnoW) thank 
God, pretty well acotcliod, being confined to a few elderly croakers, 
and tno masses demand tliat if a Government is stt up to rule, rule 
it sholl^ and not throw nil the burden of government upon the iudlvi- 
dual. Araonj^ the popular cries of the hour, there ia no cry that 
comes clearer from tUo nation’s lips than,the one that those who 
represent the state abroad shall promote to the fullest, firitieb 
trade, and not allow it to be harassed and cmahod by foreign rivala, 
snpporh^d by tho whole weight of ombaasies and consulates. The 
response to the cry has bean ap to now more or loss a sham ; but 
tho Foreign and Colomal Offices have all tho same been quickened 
into a sensitive apprehension of public feeling, and we may h<^e for 
sturdier action os the education of officials grows apace. This is 
not an ago when any institution, however sacred, is tolerated 
unless it properly fulfils its functions. 

To mo it is simply marvellous how frankly tho press has this 
week discussed the relations of Royalty with the people* The 
StanHard^, for instance, lectured the Prince of Wales a few days 
ago for taking sides iu the Pasteur dispute in a manner that twenty 
years ago would have caused every Conaervativo to boycott that dull 
andnagging **daily,'* jSince then the papers have discussed thcmai> 
riage of the Princess Loulso of Waleii with the Earl of Fife withan as- 
toniahing amount of candour. Conservative vying in fronknesa with 
Liberal slioets in telling the Queen that the public want no more mar¬ 
riages with Gernian paupers. Plenty of people have long thought 
the same thing, and said so in private; but this is the first time the 
sentiment hasl^en openly oxprosised as national. The display of 
feeling beara out what I said the other day, tliat the time is &st 
approaching when tho anti-foreign sentiment so cbs^focterUtic of 
Russia and Germany in recent times, will pervade this county a? 
well, and probably prepare the way for on amalgamation of the 
intereets of the mother-country and the colonies. The deliberate 
act of the Prince of Wales in turning his back on Germany and 
giving his daughter to an Earl, who although a subject of the 
Queen, is in lineage, social position, and wealth quite as fit to be the 
husband of on English Princess as any German princeling— 
this seems to me to foreshadow a policy of England for the 
English,” which will grow in intensity during the next few 
years, and cause England to seek for streogth, not in continental 
courts and comps, but iu Uie bosom of her o'^n Empire. 
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Whon this fueling dewlopa into a B«tt]cd policy of the State, 
we shall have England looking for political alliances, not to Ger¬ 
many in Etirope and to Persia in Asia^ hut to Canada and Australia 
end to South Africa and India, Imperial retioiirces, now neglected 
by statesmen ignorant of the geography of the Empire they profess 
to rnle will then be organized and put in line against the resoTircia 
of Germany and Raissia, and England will find it wdsor to hasten 
the development of Australini as the real Asiatic ally of India 
againat Bassia, than to persift in pouring gold into the sands of 
decaying Persia, 
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London, Sepiemher 26ih^ 

T he long-talkod-of Imperial Bank of Persia has been succosi- 
fully iioated this week, and the Sassoons have got back in pro¬ 
motion money the thousands they spent in entcriaining bis Iranic 
idajesty at the Empire Iheiitro- t was aswured yodterdi^j that 
although the £10 shares w'cro issued at £li!, the total amount 
of a million sterling had hoeii subsf rilied twenty times over* This 
may be oiaggerated, but there is bound to Ijo n gamble in such 
shares, There wtis when 1 he Ko( list hi Ids brought out, the finhy 
Mine?*, and again when Promoter (^ottniu floated. waUT gas. 
Everbody remetubeTa Low the mob 1 ought for Biiby shares, 
although they are down very low at jirescnt, while the gam¬ 
blers of the Stock Eischange still chuckle over the boom last 
oeason in water giis when the £3 jiaid on the share was 
Boleablo in a few w-eeks at £24, notwithfitandiiig that plenty 
of shoros can now be had for 70 KhiJlings, In like manner 
the Persian ehares are io be worked up, and will doutlesH reach 
£20 or so boforo Umy begin to tumblo. Jii the mean time the 
police rai<^, right and left and drop upon poor little gambling 
dens, while the big gambling business in stocks and shares goes 
on unmolested. One of tbei^e days, when I am in a toarfdl 
mood I will digcTJss nfioumfully the evil of speculation. On this 
occasion 1 wish to deal with the political aspect of the PorBiaji 
Bank. The prospectus, which lies boforo me, I do not intend to 
discuss, Wbotever 1 might write on the financial aspect of the 
enterprise would be of very little interest to yonr readers, who, i 
imagine^ when they read this iu three weeks time will hardly be 
mad for Peraion shares, thou most likely on tho downward path, 
while by the tinw the printed letter returns to England it will 
exercise little iitfluonce on investors hero. 1 am not ouvions of the 
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gainft which the promotcra imve tniuJc* I wish them joy After the 
many ansietiea some of them mtist have undergone in getting the 
concefleioii^ May the shareholdera bo equally fortunate» The 
Bank enjoys control over the principal resourcei^ of Persia^ and if 
the SliaJi keeps his word^ and Russia does not iuterfeto, aud. the 
directors prove men of entcrpriso, there ought to be plenty of profit 
for every body* ^ 

For tbo moment* what interests me most is to see what action 
Hussiu will take in the inattor. I do not believe the Russian Govern-' 
mcnt will approve of the concession, and ever^^if thorn bo no press atid 
dtploniiitic crusade against it 1 am convinced tliar every effort will le 
made at Tohenm to stultify the operations of tlic Thinks If the jSbah 
prove thoroughly loyal I these intrtgnes may ho ballled for a while, 
but I foci cor tain Fliat thoRuiik would not be allowed to acquire power 
beyond a eerhiiii point withotit tl^osc intrigues turniug into throats. 
Bepeatodly, during the Shah's >ii)il to Fugland, I insis+od' that the 
future of I*crsia does not depend upon Kasar-ed-din himself, hut 
upon England and Russia. If the T^ar w'erc to-day, to-uiorrow, 
or a year hence* to render tlie concession a dead letter, w© could only 
bafbo tliat liccifiion by going to wur, Russian statesmen realise 
this, even if our English ones don’t; and it is for tins reason that 
I ha VO been amused with the credulity of ilioso who imagine that 
the Ilatbh will iiirui^o new life throiighoul Iho Ininic dominiona. If 
Russia fro4‘ly consents to the ox]>loitafion of Persia by English 
capital, anu t^hi Shah proves a wiser ruler in the future than he 
has been in the p;Lst. then the new Rank wdU bo as good as a dose of 
hop bitters to Persia. Oiherw ise England will have admintstered 
the aick man of Asia noibing tnorc than a spoonful of tintod water. 

If tlm Bank ia wise, it will do vote its developing oporatioua 
mainly to the Persian Gulf region. Entorprisce there will at least 
bo within sncconring rcacii of the BritiBh gunboat* while they will 
not cjteito tjo mueli irritation to Russia as undertakings in tho 
northern provincBs of Asserbijan, Asterabad and KhorassJm are sure 
to do. 1 am convinced that Russia would not tolerate for one 
moment any very extensive opemtious on the part of English 
capitalists lu t£o provinces sloping down to the Caspian 
Sea. Rnssia looks upon those os dostinod by Qod and 
Nature for her enjoyment and control* and she will not allow any 
attempt to be made to overrido what sho considers to be the deoroo 
of Providence in this matter. Any English politician who reads 
those words will probably suy—Russia has no right to think like 
this; why should she imagine 1 hat the Almiglity has dostinod her 
to be the future mistress of Persia?'’ To that question, a pious 
orthodox Hussion would reply with tbo rotort—What makes tou 
imagine that God has fipeciulJy marked out and assigned Enguuid 
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to be tbetnmtress of India?'* For my part* I always Jeprocato tba 
iiLTOcatioii of tbo Dioty in thoao mattona. The other day I mot a Non- 
c^nformiat minbieri who when after some dison.^sioal had demon- 
atrated that our powor of defence in India is weaker than Russia’s 
power of oSenoe, considered ho had revoraod matters by exclaiming: 

Well, after all, God in His merciful providence gave us India to 
control and civiHgo,*aud He, I have no doubt, will raise up help for 
us in the hour oi' trouble*” To which 1 replied : Let us hope so* 
For my port, while I believe in prayer and powder, X must confess 
that if hound to make a choice of one of the two, I. should prefer 
the powder.” 

The feeling that Persia is dostineJ to becomo part and parcel 
of the Russian Empire is a growing one at St. Petersburg, and it 
ia foolish to ignore it* All the more i^eason why we should put our 
affairs in order in Beluchistan and Afghanistan. Special enconr-^ 
agement ought to be given by the Indian Govemmout to English 
controlled trade in the latter country. While Russian trade is bo* 
coining more and more solidly established on the Afghan con6ucs, 
nothing whatever is being done W English commerce to fill 
the vacuum in Afghanistan itself. The obstructive policy of the 
Indian Government ought to be roplaooJ by one of direct en- 
couri^einent. The present policy interposes a weak military 
barrier to Russia, instead of a barrier iudated and strengthened by 
English capital and commerce. The Ameer doesjiot appear to be 
the class of ruler to encourage the formation of a chartered company 
to develop Afghanistan—tlie anti-English fooling caused by Lord 
Hafo^s timid, vacillating policy^ and Earl Lytlon s unfortunate and 
ever-to*be-regretted war, does not seem to have sufhciently died 
down to allow ns to hope for the moment for such a scheme* 
Judging, however, by the treatment accorded to the English 
Frontier Mission and to various Englishmen who have visited 
Kabul since, there would appear to be good groimde for belief 
that if English officers and English traders wore encouraged to 
pat in mi appearance in Afghanistan and knock a bit about tho 
country, this feeling would rapidly die away. The tendency is too 
rife in Indian official circles to treat the man who sells calico shirts 
and copper pots as the only sound representative of British trade, 
and to regard the mining prosiwetor, concession hunter, and 
capitalist as mere excrescences. This is a great pity, for the min* 
tng prospector now-a^aye is as good a pioneer of trs^o as the mis- 
wonary. One has only to look at South Africa to realise tho truth of 
this* The opening up of that grand country has not been done by 
that *' busted -* iSuaion^ the SritisK merchant, but by the hunter fox 
mines and concessions. Had the Transvaal been situated in India, 
1 question whether it would hare attracted a million sterling of 
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capitalt let alona the 50 millions thut ha^o been poured into South 
Africa the last three yoara, while ifiJitcjid of the 60*000 Boere being 
overtopped^ hj 100,000 llnglish new-umers^thereby solving tbo 
Transvaal question in England’s favour-—ofiicial impedimentst 
would have restrained the etreum to a thousand or two* In Burma, 
for instafLce* the local authorities are waiting for the British mer¬ 
chant to put in on appearance and organise the trade of the country 
in the good old‘fashioned manner, by moans of powerful firms 
represented by relays of partners and swarms of active assistantS- 
Thoy might jiftit as well, as wait for the reagj^oarance of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar or Julius Ctesar* All enterprise now is passing into the 
hands of companies and the risks that the grand old merchant 
adventurer of the Elizabeihan period was willing to nndertako 
and participate in himself, jire now shared by stay-^t*honie specu¬ 
lators wbo put thoir cash into syndicates and companies. This 
tendency of the age is clciwly stiown in the case of the Persian 
Bank. Baron de Reuter runs out to Persia to get a couceisioD, 
which is clenched hy a food given to the Bliub at the Empire 
Theatre by the Sassoons. The British Govommont joins in with 
a charter and Sir Lepel Grilhn takes a place on the board to 
represent ofiUdal interests. In the whole aBair, from inception to 
allotment, the British merchant does not appear at all. In an 
enterpriee for develo]>iug the trade of Persia by English hands the 
British merchant is absolutely non-existent I 1 do not point out 
this fact iu tjie plain way I do to disparage the Persian Bank; but 
to show the authorities of India that if tliey clear the scales of 
illusion from tlieir eyes, they will see that if Burma is to be opened 
up quickly, proper encouragement must be given to concessionistsi 
prospectors and promoters, who have made the TransT:ud what it 
IS—a boomingoBsKcot of the Empire—and will only consent 
to do tbo same in Burma on similar terms. 
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London^, Novemhci' 1889i, 

T he Rubs ions are fond of feeding on the past* They do not hold 
with tho opinion of ihe Yujikoe that ** Nature bus stuck eyes 
in front of mams face, in order that he might look ahead.** Dir¬ 
ges, prayers for tho dead, commemorations of past events, jubilees, 
Gontenaries and anuiversaries of every kind consume a woeful 
amount of time in Russia. The average Russian spends mere 
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both; but, at any rurte, it h suroly bottur to bo onjoyiag the pro- 
aont and prepaHag for tJte futum than to unduly concern one’s self 
about the departed. LUb quite dull enough without devoting an 
hour or two at intervals to doleful dirges to nieii who died a year, or 
twenty years, or a goueratioii ago, whatever their ruitk^ tame or 
virtues. Uowovor, tko lluBsians delight iu stirring up old mattersi 
just as undertahei'S' Tiien carouse, tlioiigh thero may be a staring 
corjise in the hearse, near the pnbllc'houso door* At present they are 
having their filiof ?^eva9topol. The proE^ont month and the present year 
havo been an anniversary iusomo sort of way, of sonu/thing connect* 
od with the siege, and tlie papsu-s liave beon full of memories of tho 
invasion, I ought to got down JCinf/lake IVoiu tho shelves in front 
of mo, to see what tlio auuiversury really is ; but I am ufraid I am 
only saying frankly what a goci maoy^.peoplo tliiiik wdiciil confess 
that I cannot touch tho Crimean War without a shudder* Taken 
as a whole, the war is not one that wj can bo very much proud of, or 
look hack upon without a feeling of profound melancholy. Tho awful 
foolery of those in command| at home nofl on the spot, outweighs 
any pleasure that cun be derived from reading of the bravery of tho 
troops and the gallantry of the officers, In this respect the Uui^slans 
have an advantage over ns. fur t!icy can at least point with pride 
to ToMoiHjn; wiiercivs all the ’wliitewasJiing of iiorJ tiaghin by 
ICinglakc has not made that general afavoni iuj, while Oie uamc of 
tho modiocrity wdio sueceedtjiJ Inin is clean forgotten. The blunder 
upon blunder in conducting oporations in the Crmiea,J.he atrocious 
mismanagelU'^ut of Uio whole military business nt home, the leaving 
of Sir Fenwick Williams at Kars in tho lurch, nnJ tho morfs tho 
British licet made of tho attack on Cronstuilt, for want of ^unboatii, 
constitute a whole liogshead oF pain, to tho pint of pleasure ono 
dorives from reading how tho Guardsmon fought tho tiussians with 
stones at Inkermann and licked them, and how aliandful of infautry, 
posted in lino, turned masses of troops into a mob of fugitives by 
tho plucky way they pourcil a jVO'ting firo into them at Alma, 
Apart from tlio splemiid bnivery of onr soldiers, and the heroism of 
tho officers who led them, what else havo wo to bo proud of? Tho 
military and political strategy of the whole Crimean War makes 
one raw with vexation that such lions should biivo been under such 
asses os bossed the bosinosa in lioadun and on the spot on that 
occasion. 

Out of sheer disgust at the muddle that was made of tho war, 
many politicians now speak of tho invasion of the Crimea as a huge 
mistake, devoid of any benefit to England. But this is carrying 
tbo reaction too far. Had llussia been permitted to annex the 
Balkan ^^ninsula in 1834, she would have been a le;idi^ Mediter¬ 
ranean Power by now< Scattered and divided as ottr Empire has 
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been, and iis, it nimtbo roj^arded as a signal advantago that we have 
had thirty yoarf^ breathing time In the East, to establiflh our rule 
thorougldy in Canada and Australia^ and consolidate otir position in 
India. Every day that we keep Russia out of Turkey, is a day 
gained to our advantage, for wo English increase in numbers, 
power and wealthy far more rapidly than"the Itnsslans, and the longer 
Iho conflict of tho races is delayed, the better equipped we become 
for the encounter. The keystone of our policy ought to be steady 
opposition to Russian expansion at every point in die East, and a 
vigorous suppnfrt to the e;Kpansion ofourowi) Empire, By opposi^ 
tion, 1 do not mean the irritating hatred of IUif^so phobia, hut the 
employment of tho most skilful diplomacy in Tin key, Persia ami 
Afghanistan, to th^hLy, witli a smilmg face mid charming manner 
tho attempt's of uui^nia to e»hiblj!:L|i her c^oiilrol over the frontier 
di^tricisof those cmintricj?. if wc L":m only manage to keep Hnssia 
from iho ITclmtiml, tlic Gulf, ami Oonstantinoplo for 

another thirty y^ars, our Empire will he so powerful, that we shall bo 
able to regard w'lth indlffenmce Russia predominant in the Block S<nu 
M eanwhile, whai. we have tn face iS, not merely tho growth of tho 
livmy and navy ill South Hussia hut that malerial dovelopmmit which, 
in the long run, overcomes all opposition on the jiart of the pen and. 
tlu^ sw^ord. To believe some papoi-s, the re-awakening of Sevasto¬ 
pol vs simply duo too revival of the old ambitions aims of tho 
autocrat Niohoja^ pevioil. As a matter of fact, it is really the 
outward audwsdsihle sign of the constant aad iiioreashig esrpanaion 
of t]io I'Op’uiatioii and trade of Rui^sia toward.'; tlie Black Soa, In 
one word. Block Sea Russia is tbo Australia of Russia Froperj 
and Odespa the Molhournc of the Bussian Empire All along 
the IMiutk Sea littoral, new Russian T^rts are growing, just os 
new English ones are growing along the shores of Australia, and 
with tho exception of Sevastopol the growth is as spontaneous in 
the one case as the other. Even Sevastopol, in its revived and 
ro-awakeiic<l form is lijorc I.ho product of corn and colonisation, 
than of tlie deep dcstgiiis and energetic action of ambH.tous ofli*+ 
cials. It had already begun to rear its lieait, thunks to tho 
corn trade, before tho <ioTormnent seriously took in hand tho 
revival of the dockyard a few years ago, and oven now the 
disappearance of the ruins is due more to commerce than to 
any iicneficiiil action of tho authorities. An important change, 
however, is now irajMinJiug. The Government has decided to use 
{Sevastopol solely for naval purposes, and commerce is to be rele¬ 
gated to Theodosia, at the other end of the Crimea^ as soon as a 
railway can hocxtcndcil lo that part. Guo wouhl think there whs 
ample room in Sovaatopol Buy for trade and war to grow together j 
but Russian naval mcji dislike having the two mixed. Tbe^ think 
commerce is apt to grow too fa^t and got in tho way of dockyard 
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operatloas, so in a^ifco of tlie clnmour of tho Soynatq^^l morcltaata, 
tney are doing their beat to get Sevastopol Bay set aside solely for 
na^ pnrposea^ The ciroumstunce that Thoc^osia ia a very poor 
port—hardlyto be mentioned in the same breath as Sevaatofiof^is 
& matter that troubles them very little^ They want a monopoly of 
the place, and I iuppoae thopr will ^et it^ la Bnasia, woen 
oommerce comes into conflict with the interest of the army and 
navy, it is always commerce that has to go to tho wall^ 

Politicians who deprecate the Oimoan War, often speak of it as 
a blunder that caiiaed Kussia in rovongo to try to got to India across 
the deserte of Central Asia, They ussuino, or tliey say, that if wo had 
let Russia takeConstantiuople iu 1854, she would not have marched 
across Turkistan, and been established on tlio Afghan frontier in tho 
present year of grace. This is mere moonshine, arguing a com¬ 
plete ignorance of tho natural e^tponsion of Russia. The relin¬ 
quishment by England of (jonstaniinople to the Russians would 
not have put a stop to tho mutual raids of tho Cossacks and 
Kirghiz, which provoked tho Russian advance in Central Asia 
after tho Crimean War, nor abated that hostility of Bokhara, 
Khokhand and Khiva towards Russia which lod, in process of 
time, to the conquest of those Khanates, or reprisals for attacks 
on trade and the capture of Russians as slaves* I am not defend¬ 
ing the Russians, or putting the blame on the Turjeistanisj when 
1 say this. What £ want to insist upon is, that the »o*called new 
movement of Russia against Turkistan after the Crimean War, 
in revenge for our support of Turkey, was not a new movement 
at alb motive one of revenge onljp Anyone who 

refers to Russians frontier records will Bnd that both soma time 
before that war, when England and Eussta were at peace, and 
during the war itself, tne Russians and the Central Asiatics 
were conducting hostile operations against each other, so 
that what ensued after the war, was merely the natural 
continuation of preceding events, and would have occurred 
whether the Crimea had been invaded or not. Had not tho 
Government undertaken the conquest spoutaneously^ it 
would have been, fcrcoil upon them by tlte same colonising process 
which has so often forced the bands of our own laiascz faire anthori- 
ties, for during tho last twenty years there has been a great in¬ 
flux—an influx perfectly spontaneous and unencotiraged by the 
Government—into the frontier districts previously oocnpied by tlie 
Kirghiz, and had the latter not been conquered before hand bv tho 
Government, the nomads would have roobed and inurderoa tho 
straggling settlers until a war would have been inevitable, la 
Russia, however, it is the opinion, and I must confess it is on opin¬ 
ion which 1 consider to be a sound one, that if oflicials arc placed 
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in office to rale an Empire they ought to look well ahead and pro* 
Mrlj organize ite cipanaion. ifad England’s hand-to-month 
ParJiameJit and cold Colonial Office ruled iiossia, the Khanates 
would not have been conquered until the murder of many 
settlers^ and the wailing of colonBits toiling aa alavee in Khiva 
and Turkzneniaf had forced on a series of costly and bloody 
wars like the Zulu, Ashanti, and Soudan catnpaig^. On the other 
band, had England boon controlled by the average Russian set of 
Ministcr^j, Dclagoa Bay would have been either seized, or bought 
for £1^,000 when offered us at that price by the Portuguese, the 
Germans would have never been allowed to spoil the expansion of 
dentil Africa by the imposition of a protectorate over Damaroland, 
Zanzibar and ij^ 1(},000 Indian merchants wonld have been 
saved from Teufonic clntobes^ and Now Guinea and other Pacific 
islands would hive been all annexed before Europe had 
begun to scrumblo for tbeir possession. Tho average English 
official doesn't care a button sbaok for the Empire. Ho commonly 
doesn't know where it is^ and if a clerk at the Colonial Oiiioe, he is 
generally more ignorant and indifferent than in any other depart¬ 
ment. The Russian Government, on the otlier hand, loves to know 
all about what it rules, and has a horror of unorganized and uucn« 
closed possessions v/hich causes it to spend infinite pains in fixing the 
frontiers on maps, enclosing the outlying portions by means of 
cordons, and putting every section under the control and guidance 
of some responsible official or other. The difference of English and 
Russian methods is strikingly shown in the case of Beluchistan and 
Turkmenia. Although wo obtained Boluohistau some time before 
si a annexed Turkmenia, the Indian Government has not attempted yet 
to organize the frontier by putting a chain of posts from the Persian 
Gulf to the ISeistau district, and thence vifi the Helmnnd to Quetta, 
whereas Russia long ago established a chain from the Caspian to 
Kham-i-ab, vifi tho Atrok, Askabad, l^arakhs, Penjdeh ana other 
points. The fault of England is that she does not concern herself 
sufficiently ab mt the fences and defences of her Eqipire. The 
policy of her rulers is always a haphazard one, and would have ruined 
her <maages of mcial rule, but for the energy of the individual ja 
mitigatiug tho unending blunders of the State, 


Earl Dufferin, in a charming speech this week, dwelt on the 
importance of India for England, and repeated what 1 have fre- 
quently insisted on in your coTumns^tliat we ought to yulue India 
more than we do, because the stability of our Empire largely depends 
upon its retention* Among other things, he laid stress on the in¬ 
creasing dependence of England on Indian wheat; but he did not 
point the proper moral so far as Russia is concerned. Formerly, Eussia 
was our granary ; now India is rapidly taking Russia's place, This in 
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TiTiqiif>st]on&bly a matter fur congnitulatlou bo far it coQcema 
IjDgJand and India, bnt it is weil to remember that Hnssia iti not 
so rery pleased aith this arrangement. Years ago. 1 jpoJilted out 
inmj qf tlu Ftra ihat ‘‘(/orn might eanse a war bet¬ 

ween England and Ilussia as well :is Coustaiiiino{jlc,' The more 
Bussiii loses her corn trade, on winch her nros[]eiitj largely depends 
the more oinbarroaBe^ she tends to hoeoiiio, and if Lhc competitiou 
on the part of India were to become in ihefutiii'c pari.ienlarly keen, 
she might attempt to expel Englnod from Iiului, simjdy to put an 
end to that competition. In iho Rnssiaii press, 1 have often jeen 
the argument that England is uble to teat Un.^sia in tlicEuropean 
market with Indian corn, simply becjiuse siie extorts it ti*oni the ryai 
at starvation prices, and makes an adtlitiomil ptoQt by Ibreiug, 
under the guise of Free Trade, her own, manuf':ictures on tim Indian 
people , while discouraging tiieiii from esUblishing nianidVicfcories 
of their own. *‘lf we were to work tlie ^English out of India and 
let the natives h*ve Hume Hule, the few liungry ryots would 
eat thoir wheat instead of exporting it, and Uutjsia wo^d rule the 
market of Europe again/ 

Any Anglo-Indian will detect the fallacy of such reasoning, 
and the misconcoptions on wlncli it is based, but ignornncCj not 
knowledge, is the parent of warjs; and if UussLi ever lights Eug-^ 
land over India, the struggle will spring from her inisconoeptions, 
and not be in the least indiiencoJ by the better kuowlei)^^'^ possessed 
by the wiser Anglo-Indian subject of tho Queen* My own ojnnion 
has always boon that we have more to fftar from a needy 
than from a designing Uussia—that, to be plain, a “ biist*np^’ of 
iiussia's corn trade is more to bo feared than the Will of I'eler the 
Great. The udvicc of tho “ bobby'' in the song: — 

’* And mind you don.*t leave your till uniuckedj 

When the shop-aaeak prowls about 

is very applicable to India. If the trade of India ii; so eiiormously 
valuable a^Lord Buflenn makes oiitj all the more reason we should 
take proper stoj^js to protect it from a Fowur that has a perenuial 
tendency to suffer from a want of business. Haw products from all 
parts of tho norM are hitting Hussia Itard and making her trade 
a poor and unprofitable one. \^tiy shouM she not aim at getting 
EOine of that rich Indian trade on which England has fattened so 
long ? 
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A lthough Contnil AsJsi allracts rolatively JiUle interest in 
this country just now, to tUo }xiimlarity of Africa, it 

absorbs to a largo extent tho attention of Ituasiana. Ihe vast 
extensions of*territory Germany, Itsaly^ JDngland, and France 
have gained in Ai'rica have not unnaturally excited the cupidity 
of Ituesia, who is joulons of other empires expanding while her 
own etands etilL On thi^i account, the Oliauvinist seetion of her 
press continnes fo manjfest«a deep iiitorest in the ailairs of Persia 
as being a country which urdcut “espanders” consider ought to 
fall to Uuesia at no dbtaftt date. One of tliose upostlaa of ap¬ 
propriation is now visiting Khorassan, Ur. Klisaeff', an Anglo- 
phoU traveller who paid an odicial visit to the Buphrates ValJoy 
two years ago, and is now conducting scientific researches in the 
Persian territory adjoining tho Hussian and Afghan frontiers. 
Writing from Me^ed to the Aoitcp Vreviydf the Kuesian 
traveller dilates on tlie dovolopmcnt of Hussian ioHuence in Khoras- 
san, and declaros tlie provinces to be organically part and parcel 
of Tran seas pia ^ while separated from Persia by imiiossabJe deserts. 
Tins is an ei 5 *:eodingly pretty way of putting the case Formerly 
Transcaspia was considered by England and Persia to be organically 
part and parcel of KhorassitTi, in the same way that Wales is con- 
side re* 1 a geogr!i|>lnfitl connection of Euglnul. Russia, however, 
argued that Trauscaspia was a poor bit of desert, nutnraily holong- 
iug not to tliH Persian hut to tho Turkoman zone, and the Liberal 
party in this country falling into the trap allowed ber to occupy 
It without protu'it or hindrance. Having secured the Peraitm 
Wales the Itussiaus proceed to claim tho Persian England, despite 
the vaster area and popalation of Khorassan, on the grofind that it 
naturally belongs to the Akhal and Merv oases, and therefore, as 
masters of those oases, it belongs rather to them than to the Shah, 
Twenty years ago such a claim would have been treated by serious 
statesmen as a mere hiu-lcsque ; but wo live in days wliou English 
politioinna yield to every “ squeeze,” and if Russia were to demand 
Khorassan oa a set-off against the territorial gains of Germany, Eng¬ 
land, France and Italy in AlHca, it is by no means improbable that 
Lord Salisbury would surrender it with aa much nonchalance as 
he displayed in chucking away Heligoland, the strategical va’ue 
of which, derided by party hacks in the House ‘Of Commons, was 
exultingly proclaimed by the German Emperor as soon as he wua 
master of tho spot 
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When the Ensaiaai originally establialiod their Conftiikte at 
Ife&hed three years ago^ the Persian authorities were strongly 
opposed to tbem, and the mullahs exeited the faaaticism 
Qi the people to auoh an extent that they conld not go about 
the toifn without being openly cursed and even pelted with 
Btooes, Nowadays they can move about singly without the 
slightest fear ol' being molested, thanks to the hrmness of 
the CoQSul-lieneral, who intimated to the nmllaha that murder 
would be at once avenged by Eussia laying Meshed in ruins. The 
constmodon of the Transcaspian Hailwuy has Lad a vleul to do with 
the establishment of better rektious between tlio Ilussiana and the 
Khorossanis. Instead of the Persians travelling from Meshed to 
Teheran and back vl 4 ^hahrud^ they make a circ\iit vLL Askabml, 
the Transcaspian Eailway, the Caspian and Uesht, the insult being a 
journey of nine or ten days instead of twenty-six, Such a journey, 
while bringing traffic to the Tmnscosfjiuu liue, serves to make 
Russia bolter known in Meshed. During the hist two years several 
thousand Persians have arrived there who have made the journey 
by the Persian route. Whethef* Khoraesan belongs naturally to 
tbe Transcaspian region or not, the Hussiuns are doing their best 
to tie it commercially to it and detach the province from Persia. 
It need hardly be said that such a policy k almost sure to be crown¬ 
ed with success, Persia doing nothing to counteract it and Eng¬ 
land, aa usual, being supiue, 

* 

Dr. EUsaefT points out that commualcatioiis have improved 
to such a degree that one can travel from dt, X^otoraburg to 
Meshed in twelve or fourteen days, and even in ten if speed be 
used. In other words, St. Petersburg is nearer Meshed than Te¬ 
heran by sixteen days, if the comparison bo made between the 
direct route between the Russian capital and Meshed and the 
ordinary Persian route from Meshed to Teheran Sharud. 
One easily understandi, therefore, how Hussiaas are gradually 
coming ’'to regard Khoraasan as more within their admin¬ 
istrative sphere than within that of I’crsia. The natives on 
their part having Askabad so near and Teheran so far are 
naturally shaping their views to please the stronger. Pud as 
Russian administration is erroneously thought to be by English 
people, it is a marvel of justice, equttj^, skill, and wisdom compared 
with the rule of Peraia. On one side of the KhoroBSan frontier 
the authority of Ruseia, notwithstanding that it may be harshly 
exercised at times, secures the subject of the Tzar personal security, 
immunity from pillage, freedom in exercising any form of the 
Mussulman faith, and anbjectioa to laws of a just and taxation of 
a trifliog character. On tbe other side, the Persian is at the 
mercy of ae arbitrary a set of plundering imbeciles as ever 
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escaped jncnrcoratiOR in a lunatic aBylum, Tte result is wLat 
might be expected. Hundreds of Persians are settling on 
Buahian territory and becoming Russian subjects ; and 
even in Meshed people iteek, ^hile retaining their local domicile, 
to become Russian subjects at the liuBsian Consulate in order that 
they may be dcliverod from the misrule and merciless exactions of 
the Persian officials. Against such a movement, ^hich would toko 
place naturally whether Russia encouraged it or not, we can achiero 
nothing. The case would bo different were wc at Herat, bacanse 
then we could *h]LVO bo]>ed to manijmlato thq movement in our diiec- 
tioA in^^tcad of that of itnssia. 

Dr, ELbaeff says nothing about the proposed extension of the 
Transcaspian Railway to Meshed that was talked of a short time 
ago. Apparently, Russia >^ant& to conmlete first the line to Tash¬ 
kent and the section from MuLla Karl to Krasnovodsk. The latter is 
absolutely essential both from a military and commercial standpoint. 
At present the Transcaspian Railway, although nearly 1,000 miles 
long, has no good hiirbour outlet at alt. That of Azoun Ada, now 
in use, is a mere makes hill. Recently the Russian Government 
decided to extend the lino to the deop-watcr part of Krosnovodski 
which has always been rucogniacd as the beat harbour on the East 
Caspian coast. The work in connection with this will occupy a 
year, atid when it is finished a fresh impetus will be given to the 
trufHc of the nrilvmy. Uy that iltue the line to Tashkent will also 
be finisliod; Snd then there will remain no further home extension 
to hinder the pushing of the railway into various parts of Khorus- 
san, 

The well*known negotiator Lussar paid a visit to Meshed on his 
way to take im his new appolnttucnt as Russian Political Agent in 
Bokhara, and Iiad a long interview witii the Persian Governor, Binoe 
then he arrived at Boklmra, and has been outhusiaBtically received 
by the Russian colony llicro. At least the telegrams from Bokhara 
say so, aud as Lessor himself has to countersign oil presf. messages 
from the place the news must be true. It is worthy of note that 
a day never passes without the Russian newspapers pubhshmg a 
telegram or two from Askabad, Merv, Tchardjut, or ^amarthand. 
Evidently the Rnssian Government desires to keep (Central Asia 
in public view, sinoe it controls the news agencies, and can put 
what it likes on the wires. No special news has been published 
of General Kuropotkin's operations since he arrived at hie 
post. Perhaps this b duo to the foot that he is making a 
tour through his province, accompanied by the principal 
officials. With regard to Turkistan, the exhibition at Tash¬ 
kent is reported to be a great suceass, A good many Eus- 
skns have nvuiled themselves of the opportunity to pay % visit 
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to Central Asia, a through serTice of trains and steamers haTing 
been established between St* Petersburg and Somarkhand, A 
club train excursion is also leaving Pans for Bamarkhand this 
month* Probably many English tourists will take part in this 
trip* A few days ago, 1 noticed in the I'inws an advertisement 
m which an English lady asked if another lady would join her 
in a trip to the Trausoaspiun region by this train. And Lord 
Balisbuiy *Uhought that the Turkoman barrier would last his 
time r' what moles we put in office to direct the conrao of our 
Empire 1 * 
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Lonuow, September lltb, JS90, 

A FBERH agitation has been started by the Russian press cm bolialf 
of the promotion of Russian trade in Persia. Tlie newspapers 
of Moscow and Nijiii Novgorod i^re extremely dissatisfied with tho 
operations of the Imperial Per&ian liank, and demand that tho 
Hnssian diplonriatist at Teheran i^lioulil secure some sort of bunk¬ 
ing monopoly for Russia as well. The Tiflis KatkaZf while agree¬ 
ing with the M&eeom GazHte and Nip^oYodsli Lhloh tliat some¬ 
thing ought to be done, is by no means in favour of a bank, It 
views in such an institution a monopoly that may get into 
the bauds of Uusstan Jews, and patronise foreign trade as well 
as Russian* Monopolies are not in favour with the Govern- 
lueut of the Caucasus just now. The authorities are strongly 
opposed to granting any privileges to forcignori?. The Kavkaz* 
vmich is owned by tho Tidis anthonties and reflects the views of 
the Government, holds that the Russian Black Btcam Navigation 
Company, primarily founded after tho Crimean War to promote 
Rie growth of a national marine in the Eukiuo, hag brought about 
quite the /■ontrary result. Thanks to the heavy snlisidy and special 
privileges it enjoys oth^r firms cannot compete with it, while it Km 
B tudionsly refrained from pushing its operations beyond a certain 
point. In the Caspian Sea a better state of things has only 
prevailed since the giibsidy to the Oriucasus and Mercury 
Qnnpany was reduced to insigniftoont proportions* Even in 
the petroleum trade the monopolies created by the Nobel 
firm and the Paris Rothschilds, above all by the latter, have 
had a distinctly pernicious effect on the industry. A powerful 
Btate* aided Bugstaa bank at Teheran, therefore, would probably 
harm Ruasian trade instead of helping it. At any rate, it would 
look more for business to the merchants and manufacturers of 
Warsaw (all Germans or Jews) thaa to the traders of Russia 
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and the Oaiicasna, Far better TTonld it bo for the Russian 
Gorernment to look vigoronaly after tho interests of the Arm^ 
tiian merohantB of tho CanenauBj yrho form a link between Russia 
and Poreift and ilourisb wherovor they are protocteJ against Porgian 
miagovernmcnt and tho privileges enjoyod by foreigners. 

It !a interesting to take note of these viows^ bocanse, notwith¬ 
standing a little bias hero and there, they rest Tipon a ration^ 
basis^ The devolopTncot of tho frontier prorinces of Russia 
will do more to sccuro l^orsiau traJo than tho establishment of 
any number of banking inoiioiKdies in Persbi* The recent hubbub 
iu tho City over the cancellation by tho Shah of tho lottery 
coneessson ^ run hid to the PorsiaTi In vestment (Corporation is a re¬ 
minder to the British Public that Persia is a rotten 8tate^ which no 
amount of tliplomatic rose-water will keen from stinking* To 
those who are fond of mo rid I sing over spout bubbles, I would re- 
comrncnd a roperusal of tho grandiloquent speech made by Lord 
Salisbury on tho morrow of tbt) Kanin concession, Otir Prinio 
Mmi*ter oitolled it ns a triumph 0 ^ British diplomacy that would 
inaugurate a splondiil era of trailo and prosperity in tho Persian 
Gulf* Far bo it from me to cavil at the exertions of Sir Henry 
UrnmmonJ Wolff and Tjord Salisbury. Our atatesmeu and 
politicians do so little thatj when they achieve anything at all, it is 
judicious and generous to adnilt tL But of what value has boon 
this bolaniled ^arun concession I' It has not inoreased tho pro¬ 
duction of Manchester by a single bale of chintz, Wlmt tho 
8bah gave with one hand ho stole back with tho other* I protested 
at the time against tlie false glory ascriliod to Lord Salisbury over 
the treaty. The Xe Dmiins chanted by tho Uouservalivo press in honor 
of thoir chief were doubly ini:ichicvous—they raised cxpectationEi 
of a great expansion of trade with Persia by no means warranted 
by tho teniis of the treaty and the unvarnishod facts of tho cose* 
and they (and this was the woi^t of tho unreaaonablo incense offered 
to tho Premier) excited tho jealousy and emulation of RusBiaj and 
caused that country to strive harder to put Persia under jSSr thumb. 
And while on tho one band no bene61 has accrued England 
from the opening of tho Kama river to foreign trade, Russia on the 
other hand has been led to concentrate her attention on Persia^ and 
make it a point of honour and interest to tap its trade. 

In these ^ efforts she is of course greatly assisted by her close¬ 
ness to Persia, London is a contiuont {ifstaut from Tohoran* Bakn 
and Tiflis on the contrary lie within u few hundrt^d miles. Bokn 
in particular is worth fifty Karnn concessions. Practically nn- 
known a few years ago, its dovolopmont is so prodigious as to 
remind one of an American city. In 1870 its population was 
12,0ff0t In 1879^ after the Russo-Tiuklsh W^j it was only 
30 
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ISjOOO, Whea I was there in 18S3, it liaJ BwoUed to 50,000, 
At present it is officially stated to be 66,000* This is indeed a 
remarkable growth. To appreciate its real significautco, how- 
over, one must remember that Baku is a bit of Old Poraia, 
and that it is a Russp-Persian emporium tliai Russia is building 
up on the Bnasian confines. The Persian and t!io ^Armenian 
merchants of Baku transact a yearly increasing business with 
Persia, To promote it an Asiatic fair is now held at Baku regu-* 
larly every year. Somewhat tardily the Russian banks have es¬ 
tablished Dranches at BakUj but these liave already attracted a con¬ 
siderable Persinn business. From the railway depot of Astalmd 
again the Russian nierchanis are ahJe to top the trade of Khoras* 
San. By degrees we may expect, to see the bulk of the business in 
tlie Caspian provinces of Persia tr ansae ted J>y Russian subjects. The 
extension of the Hnssian railway system into IVrsia, only a matter 
of time, will complete this commercial a'auexation ; and it is diffi¬ 
cult to see how any number of Karun concessions or Imperial Per¬ 
sian banka can prevent this natural expansion of Russia taking 
place* ' 

When tho Imperial Bank of Persia was established, it was 
hoped that it would lead to a rapid opening up of tho mineral 
treasures of tho country* Up to the present moment very little 
prospecting has been done, and it id n ques^tion whether it would 
Impossible to place Persian properties on the nuirtet Just now, 
Iho British investor, rash enough ’when exoited, Is difficult to 
coax if ho fancies tho tenure of tho investment to bo insecuro. 
Rightly or wrongly the impression unquestionably prevails in the 
City that tho Shah is a capricious despot, whose most solomii oath 
or seal cannot bo depended upon, or his capital eofreod by tho 
pressure of our naval guns. If Ite grants any concession, be greedi¬ 
ly wants all tho plums | and sliotiid he revoko itj the British 
investor can secure no redress. It is a pity that such an evil 
impression shonUl previill, because the f^hali was certainly popular 
when ho*jlaid his last visit to iliis country ; but it is certainly tho 
prevalent impression in Jjondon, and cannot but injuriously affect 
the relations of tho two cOTintries, If we do not take in hand tho 
dovcTopment of Bouth Persia, aiul Russia contiuncs to iufliite her 
influonco and trade in North Peraia, h obvious that in tho 
future North Persia must dominutc fSoulli I’crsia, and through it 
Russia bocomos established on tlio Persian Gulf* 

It is a distinct advantage lor Russia that her Minister of 
Finanf;© is personally making hijnself acquainted with tl»o obstnelea 
to Persian trade by a journey through the Caucasus anil Transcaspia^ 
Our own Cabinet Ministers are too otUn quite ignorant of the 
empiro they govern. The presont one, in particubr^ possesses 
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Vijry few members wlio Imve seen any more of tlie empire 
than tho insignificant province of England itself. On the 
other hand, tiio Russian Miiii^lora of War, Marine, Crown, 
Domains, Education, and Finance have all, within the last few 
year a, visited the Caucasus and Caspian region, while the 
Minister for Foreign Atfairs made its acquaintance some time ago 
when acting as Minister at Teheran. If onr £JaHEnet knew ag 
mtjch of India and South Africa as Russia’s Council of Ministers 
know of tlio Caucitsus and Oaiipian region, there would bo far fewer 
mistakes in England’s policy* Of late years tho Russian Govern¬ 
ment has ado]dod the plan of periodically sending Ministers to out- 
lyi'ng provinces to settle tho local problems on tho spot instead of 
uoaliug with them at SC Petersburg, Apparently the systoju works 
well; and at any rule tho •Ministers get, to know the empire they 
govern. In the ease of our own empire the conditions are difforent ; 
but would it not bo a distinct advantage if the Secretary of Stato 
for India paid a visit to India at least once during his term of office ? 
We could certainly sp.aro him from Parliament If he docs no more 
for India there than commonly fallb to liis lot during the session* 





PART III. 

—^ ^ - 


EUROPEAN POLITICS, 








RUSSIA, GEBMAITY Am) EJ^GLAJfD. 


* Loj^do^^j Junf 22ndi 18S8* 

I TOAV Uiiii Germany ia ruled by a IIu5i?5iau-bating Kaiser, tho 
1 enquiry is frequently jnado us to liow br^ w ill get OH with tlio 
Genrittii-haling Tmr. The eliunoeii of ipoune botwceri tlio two 
countries emi hardly he said to have hnproyed by live change of 
POVcr<‘igris at Tjf'aviiig out of tho question Iho alleged 

persoTjai ilialikc esi^lmg Ix^^avccu the Tsar and the Kaisot, Iho 
litet ol ltunsiu bruiig ruled ]iy a viguroiiSj nhsiinato autocrat, de- 
term luod upon making Uie whole Kussian Empiro^-^and more 
he*jide3“thoroughly Kus.sli;tn, and of (iennany being governed by 
au euorgetiCj fiery, young l^hiiper^r, ultra-Teuton to the last drop 
of his blood, and resolved on making all the world respect tho 
Fat li or land, is not talcu luted to eliininoto the Bcrco friction 
existing between tlio t^vo races, A brief interval will doubt¬ 
less pro code any o]hui tli splay of cuniity between tho two 
sovorcigns—a quarrel would iiiiaee Lily while both Courts were 
in mourning—Jjut sooner or later file forces at work in Bussia will 
tell on tlio ri?1iifioi)s of Tzar and Kaiser ; and unloss I’liuco Bismarck 
can establish soine mothts vit^etaii bciwocii the two races, tho 
of Kurope soetos likely to bo broken at no distMunt date* If 
the divorg*mcf3 of fV‘cllug simply proceeded from the Bulgarian 
question, some sort fd' a ctmiproiiiisc might ho effcot^id ; but iho 
flii^cOTxi runs far deejun- tlinu this- Rightly or wrongly the Tiar 
has decided to devote hi}4 life to making Russia thoroughly Hussiao, 
and to do this the Gennans at huiiic and tho Germans abroad will 
go to the Tvall iu a manner tluit eani^ot but cut to tlic quick sutll a 
patriotic sovereign as tlio Kmporor William, At present the 
Hussioni^dng movement is fu full force in Russia* It commcTicod 
when tho vonoj'ablo grandfather of the present Gorman Emperor 
was on Iho throne; it oontinueJ unabated during tho brief roigrt 
of his son, and tho acticssiem of a new sovorcigo, has up to now 
cxercisc<l no restraining effect ■whatever on the movoment- If 
Bismarck settled amicably the Bulgarian question, ho would still 
have to quench tho Slavophile ardour of' the Tzar in order to allay tho 
irritation bo tween Uio two races* Can he possibly do this ? I do 
not think ho can* 


* As will ho aeon by the date this was Mr* Marviu^s first letter 
to the MO RNING POST, 
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Tho qnarrel is sometimos spoken of tis one more or less senti¬ 
mental, but such is not a correct view of tlio case. Hnssiuns look 
back with roj^ret to tho times when they patronised Prussia and 
helped her to hold her own in HjuropOi ami feel keenly theLumilia- 
tion of having had to sulnnit of Into years to play second fiddle to 
prince Bisiuarck, In their opinions Russia boforo lb TO was a 
strongor power than Oormany, A word from lier would have 
prevented the disineinhermont of Franco ; and it is now oonsiderod 
n fatal error that Alexander II. should have allowed //ormany tho 
solid gain of acquiring Alsace and Lorraiuo and a huge war inJom^ 
nity in return for tbo paper benefit of boin!T morally Supported 
in the tearing up of the BLick Wea Treaty. During tbo Turkish 
War of 1876-7bj this iiiLornatioual iniVaotion proved of no valno 
to Russia, who had to gubmit to a blockade; and even now the 
fleet, although rapidly growing, is stifl not sufficiently powerful 
to make the Kiissians in the least pro ml of Priiico {iortschakoflTs 
exploit* On tho other hand, Kusgk has suffered grievously hy tho 
German success of 1870* Thanks to tho cash acquired by that 
success, Germany wag able to run new railways to tho Russian 
frontier aud huiUl a lino of fortresses, not only rendering Germany 
practically soenro against a Russian attack—previongly a great 
card in. Russian diploiiiacy—but able in turn to invade Russia. At 
the samo time a navy was started, and ere long Ilassia had to submit 
to the eflacement of tho policy of the autocrat Nicholas that Russia 
ahould bo the sole naval power in the Baltic. 

These were Germany^a State gtLlus of the French conquest, 
Tbo commercial and financiaj gains were even more Mcrioiis, Fre- 
viona to 1870 Russia was dependent, linatictally, on London, auJ 
English capitalists au'l merchants were liirgely concerjied in Rus¬ 
sian commercial affairs. After the war, Germany, flushed with 
French gold, turned towards Russia as a lucrative fiold of IQ- 
vostment, and in time Bci'lin bociimo tho caterer for liussian loans* 
Whon^ by degrees, Russia increased her tariff, Germany, instead 
of following England's example atid retiring from the field, 
followed the trade across tho frontier, and erected hundreds of 
mills and factor LG 9 just inside the to nlT line and within sight al¬ 
most of tho Futhorlundp This policy was ominontiy sueoessfal. 
Thanks to plenty of capital, technical skill, and tho newest plant, 
the Germans of the' Vistula Valley made enormous profits and 
Warsaw waxed as Moscow waned. So long as Alexander H. was 
on the throne nothing was said against ibis ; German capitalists 
were even invited to extend their operations, and received all 
manner of privileges frocu tlia Gourt. Local circumstances 
favoured the Dnovomerit* During the Folish revolt, Monra- 
vioiT hud induced tho Txar to dccreo that no estates comuig 
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into tho mArkot slianld bo bou^lit bj Polos. Tlio idoa was 
that tidssiiins would buy up tboso estates, and by degrees 
RuSi^iatiize tho country, Jt happens, howaTer, that the ttu3> 
fiiaris dislike Poland as a place of residence. The valley of the 
Volga :ind the Black Sou littoral aro far more attractive than melan¬ 
choly Warsaw, with its Germans, its Roman Catholic Poles, nndita 
swarms of filthy Jews* Accordingly, the Russians did not fiock 
into Poland a$ had been expected, and the Germans instead bought 
up the land., Profits inado out of factories wore invested in estates 
and tJio Gerjuan jnaivufacturcr, wlio liad introduced hundreds of 
German hands to run liifl mill, plimtoil whole colonies of German 
peasutiU to bring ibo laud into cultivation* Now and again Moa- 
cow grumbled at this invasion, nnd the success of tho swarm of 
Warsuvt juanufacturoi rs at the Moscow Exhibition of 1682 increased 
the ill feeling, Still nothing was douc to stop the movement, aud 
up to the dentil of tlie !^te autocrat all went as merrily as a mar* 
riage boll. 

Them cainc the reaction, provokcil to a largo extent by the 
Gormans them^jelves. When Alexander 111, came the throne ho 
was avowedly no lover of Ibu GennELua, but ho bog:m his roign by 
restraining liis feeling against tlicni. This w^as the short, aouuy 
period oi tlio rclation^f between Russia and Germany* Encoarnged 
by the moral support yf Prince Bismarck, Russia made hor famous 
moves upon Merv, Sarukbs, and Pcnjdeh, Germany, on her purt^ 
taking udvaiitiigc of the embroilmeat, [Uished her anuexatioji ia 
Africa, Xow Guinea, and tho PEicific, and^ in tho person of Lord 
Granvllio, in^iulted EngUud before all Europe* Whut would have 
boon the nlt[m:ite ontcunio of the Itusso^Gennan undorskiuding hud 
not the rovolntlon in East ItoumcUa siuldcnly intervened it 
difficult to siiy, Prohsibly Uui^sia would have pu^jed on the Hindoo 
Koosh and Herat and Germany would hsivo sncctedod ineBtablish' 
ing o colonial possession in t^outh Africa, from the Orange River, 
on the ono side, to St* Lucia Bay on the other, and north 
again to the Zambesi* We owe it probably to the timely 
revolution in East Rouinelia that our Rouih African Empiro 
was not lost* That revolution, which came upon Russia her' 
flolf 09 a surprise, transferred tho Tear’s attention from tho Af¬ 
ghan frontier to the Balkan Peninsula* Prince Bismarck** hatred 
of Frinoe Alexander is doubtless due to his anger at having, by 
leading the revolt at the hist moment, introduced o rift into the 
Buaao-Germau understanding* Before long the Chancellor hod to 
moke a choice between Russia and Austria, tho latter two powers 
having adopted widely divergent policies, and for the moment the 
Russian understanding had to j^o to the wall. This is not the place 
to go into the Bulgarian question; bnt it may be pointed out that 
the Txar was deeply wounded by the ignominious fiuluro of Geiiord 

ai 




OHARLEB HAHVin. 


fi38 


KaulbaTB, and whs exHsp«mied hj the threats of the Austro* German 
press. While he had hmn allowed a free hand at Penjdeht he did 
not mind Germanjr placing first fiddle in Europe ; but the case 
was different when Unssia hadto turn from her Afghan enocesBea 
to oxperienoe humiliation at homo. Then his animosity against the 
Germans broke forth * in a torrent, and the Prussian invaders in 
Poland, ae well as the Teuton element in the Baltio Provinoes, had 
a very hard time of it indeed. 


Although the split over Bulgaria was the immetliato oauee of 
the Bussifymg ornsadei a poliey of repression must have come 
into force sooner or later. No patriotic T^ar could have long 
tolerated the airs of the Germans. At Riga, Rovel, and other 
places the local officials could not reply to the letters of the 
ImperioJ Goyemment unless they were written in German. 
If a Bussian member of tho municipal conncils spoke in hla 
native langna^ the German members insulted him by marching 
out of the nail. In Poland things were worse. Jn tho now manu¬ 
facturing towns established by the Gormans, the Bussian language 
was excmdedi and attempts were made also to maintam intercourse 
with the Imperial authorities only in the German tongue. What, 
Lowever, gave point to the German inmsh was the stnpid brag- 
jg^ocio of seyer^ military writers at BerKu, who pointed out how 
Germany would be able, thanks to the large German popnlation 
now established in Poland and seething with disaffection at Riga 
and Bevel, to successfully invade not only the Vistnla Provauoo 
but even push on to St. Petersburg and Moscow. These writings 
produced a strong impression on the Emperor’s mind. He has 
never forgotten them. Be resolved'—and 1 certainly think rightly 
resolved^to pnt his house in order. The development of foreign 
industries so close to the frontier that in some places thousands of 
German workmen crossed and recrossed the border every day was 
of no speoial benefit to Russia generally, wbile it depressed tr^e at 
BL Petersburg and Moscow. The ukase therefore went forth to 
Bussionise Fdand afresh. The Germans, who bad bought up one- 
eleventh of the area of the Vistula Province, were informed that 
only Bossian subjects could hold lands. Workmen and peasants 
Again were order^ to return to Germany at once, unless they took 
the oath to the Tsar, and in all the towns Russians were pnt in 
office and Buss was ordered to be taught in schools. How sharp 
woi the pressare applied may be gathered from the fact that in a 
few weeks 25,000 Germans aaked to become Russian subjects, and 
Lwd is many places fell to half its value. 


IThen followed reprisals at Berlin. The German bankers, who 
bad suffered severely by the new measures in Poland, made an 
onslanght on ftussian credit and a tumble took place in Bussian 
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stocks. Russian trade aufifered greatlj* by the ooiifliot; but it 
is a question whether the losses of Qeriuany, who had beoooie 
far too large a creditor of Russia, were not even greater 
stllL The T^ar, exasperated by the financial crusade of Prinoo 
Bismarck, acted still ntoro harshly towards the Baltic Ger¬ 
mans. Russian was made compulsory in all the schoolti 
although the majority of the teachers and schelaci knew only Qer^ 
man ; it was made obligatory in all efficial local correspondenoep 
debates &c., the distribution of the Bible in German was mrbidden; 
and, finalZyI alt the Lutheran pastors were informed that| after the 
close of the year, they would have to conduct their services in Rassiant 
read out of Russian Bibles, and preach in the Russian language. 
While L was at ISjt> Petersburg last winter, thirty-four pastors wera 
arrested in one week for signing a protest against this decree, and 
batches were exiled without trial to Astrakau and ArchangeL 

Bimultaaeously with these measures troops were drafted into 
Poland to protect ic against invasion, and this movement is still in 
progress. Without discussing in dptail the semi-official controversies 
between Russia and Germany last autumn, it may be said that the 
Hussian Government was convinced that the frontier was in danger, 
and that this was the chief motive for massing troops in the Pouah 
wedg^. Now that Warsaw is considered safe once more, that 
presence of so many troops, above all masses of cavalry, in the 
Vistula distriet is intendei to give permanent weight to Russian 
diplomacy And counter balance the more rapid mobilizing power 
of Gorjnony, thu intention beings the motueot war is declared, 
to hurl powerful bo.lies of horse across the frontier and upset 
the inacninery of mobilization by midiag hither and thitner, 
catting the wires, blowing up tho railways, and in a word, 
doing sufficient damage to prevent on invasion oIl Rusaia before 
Itnssla's own tnobllization is complete. 

Such, then, very briefly and inoilequabnly, is a sketch of tbo 
relations of the two power^t. Under the reign of Alexander II. to 
bo a German was a passport to office. Under the presedt Tzar it 
13 considered a diaadvantage for any one lO have a German name. 
How the accession to the Kaiser ship of an ultra Ten ton eovereign^ 
as determined to protect Gcrnian interests as the Tzar to defend 
Russian, can possibly be tHcu^ht to improve matters passes my 
comprehension. In at] likelihood the perscention of the German 
Lutherans in the Baltic Provinces will not be suspended^ for the 
Tzar is surrounded by religious fanatics, while one cannot see why 
Russia should encoorage the growth of a hostile Germany in 
Poland, above all at a period when Germany is expelling 
30,1)00 Slavs frotn Posen and replacing them with Teutons. 
The chances con^^uenily are in favour of a coutumance 
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of the Rusaiauziag policy ; and this means^ m turn^ a con* 
tinuaDco of Uio bitter feeling bctwoeji the two countries. 
UowcYcr, from an English point of view, this ia not an numixod 
eviL Bearing in mind what tooh place on the Iasi occnisioti when 
itnasia and Uermany were friends^ anything which keeps tlicm at 
loggerheads preserves England froiu a repetition of Penjdeh and 
Angra Peqnenu,, For uiy part I have never been able to gother 
tliat Gcmniay woold sUr her little huger to (iroveut Uussiii attack¬ 
ing India, and on this account have always attached a very limited 
vaTuo to the (lerman alliance. If Unssia were able to vvitliilraw 
lierself from the present Euro})c^ni i-omplications^ 'we thoiild soou 
hear of serious movements on the Afgliun frontier ; and if Ger¬ 
many felt herself as strung and as uufetieretl again she did four 
or five years ago, the upset si jo gave \Vi at Zan/dljar would be rap¬ 
idly rejieatod elsewhere. Altogether, therefore, the actual condition 
of Europe ia beneficial to English interests, and I do not see 
what gain would be derived by oAir attemptlug to alter it* 
Itu&sia is not likely to aflnck ronstnntinople nnd Berlin at 
ill© same time; imJ wbalevcf might he the policy of Eng- 
liLud in the former J for one wotdd iJroiigly advocate a 

policy of non-bitervention in the kltcr* Any widespread con¬ 
flict in Euroi ewoubi prubablj end in u general mauling of the 
poAvers all ruimd, uml lead to no derij^ix'e results iu any one of 
them. That would uoi be disadvaiilageous 1o Kngland il'>lic- kept 
aloof, since the weakening oftlic powt^s luiviug interests opposed 
to her own would give Ivor breathing tune to consolidate her 
soaitoruj Empire and put hcrludlan defences in proper order» 

AJ^GLO^GERMAM ALLIAJ^CE AGAmST 
RUSSIA IMPOSSIBLE. 


LoMutN, OctfJy^r ISth^ ISSB* 

I lIfE Teutonic outcry a|Taim5t Sir Blorell Mnchcimc's hook thirt 
week ami the vi^it of the Kaiser to Pome have eonceutiutod 
public aUeution sifroiih on tlie TiD.mtian of (Jennany in regard to 
EurojMum politico. Owing to tbo succesidvo illnesses and deatlis of 
two Etnperora, nnd the domestic dtsolosures that have alternated 
with vNts to Bus^ta, Austria, and Italy in keeping Germany con¬ 
stantly to the Iront in Europeftn politics, the public in this country 
have recently undergone a liberal education in German fioiitiments, 
turns, intentions, and aspirntious. Wliat the ultlinalc effect of this 
will be remains to he seeaj but certainly for the momeui the glamour 
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is ofi'the mcich-vaunted German alliunee against Eussia that was so 
popular a year ago, and Princo Bismarck will have to adopt more 
conciliatory ineasures to revive u pro^German feeling if he, on his 
partf cares at all for Eiigland^s si;p[K>rt against the Txar. So far 
as 1 am personally eon corned, 1 nave never concealed my doubts 
as to the actual value of the German alliancei Lato lost yesr, in 
writing my English Africa/' I did not rato it high, and my 
siibi^equent jonrncy through Germany to Russia did not elevate 
it in my estimate. A week ago I spent on evening with an 
cm 1 noilt profdssor who had just returned home from a 5dtay in 
Germany. The professor iu question is a groat German scholar, 
a writer in the Salurdct^ Iteviiw and Academy, and a vo* 
luminous contri|jliter to the ISnr//f;lopt)ffdia BrUannica* liaving 
a son married to a German lady, and many friends among 
the leading Gorman writers of the day, he possesses unusual facili¬ 
ties for aacertiuning publH; feeling in Germany* What bo hod to 
iiay was not eticoDrnging “ There can lie no doubt about it/' he 
ohsLTvedt * that the tide of national hatred against us in Germany 
h rapidly i^isiug. Our eDinuicrec*und colonial possessions are en-^ 
vied, and the Germans would clearly lovo to see us humbled that 
they might al tlio stiine time gratify Uioir spite and pick up the 
pieces of our Empire." 

Now, no 0(16 can say that hatred of England is in the remofoist 
degree so widespread a smiUmcnt in Kussia as in Gonnany, Kuasia 
■Liid Eugluud havc3 hurled some bitter tlirccits at each other of late 
years, nud have narrowly escaped coming to blows; but pi^rsonally, 
Engh^htncn tmj i>opular iu Rnsaia, and 1 have never he^id of Uns- 
feians being insulted on account of their nationality, in this country, 
Btit in Germany wo arc not ouly dialiked as a nation hut iudivi- 
dually also, I question wliether Sir Morell MaekeuKie would have 
bedk half as mnch ahiisud laid he been an Italian or Russian 
instead of an EnglishPtian. Of routijc in llussia the press is so 
limitudf and tlie educated public so smull, that the niaes of the 
people know nothing of the Anglophobia of such firebrands at 
Bkobelotf, cte. In Germany, however, nil the people can read and 
take part in the politics of the hour, and thus what is a brief 
spoil of anger in Rus:jiaa udmiiiisirativo circles becomes a wide- 
ipraad feeling of hatred in Gorraany—a feeling shared by the 
public equally with tlie Btate. Anyhoily who has travelled in 
Russia will confirm my statement tfiat ninety-nine out of every 
hundred English residents in Russia sjxiak kindly of the friendly 
feeling of the Russian people towards theiUi Very few will 
be found who dislike the Rtiasians, and those for the moat part 
will be persons who have never mastered the langnuge or whose 
lives luive not boon east in pleasant places. On the other hand, 
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I ha.?^ aever discovered a ftlmiUir unanjinitj among English 
redidenta in liermuij. Tho nataral good natttro of tba Busska 
causea lum, evea when ho duilikes a foroigoer^ to treat hun with a 
ehow of friendiinesa ; but the Qermaa tabes ao pains to conceal his 
disUkes, and hence the English resident is not so happy in Germany 
as in Russia^ As *a nation, Hnssians often speak of xis as 
repulsively cold | but the fact remains that the two races mk well' 
together, and the wannest friendships grow up between thefn ; 
while, on the other band, the Knssians hate the Germans, 
individually as well as nationally, os maoh as the Germans bate us. 
Thus while 1 hare always held that the aims of Russia in Afghanis¬ 
tan^ Persiai Tarkey, and Oorea were toe inuob opposed to the 
interests of England to hope for the alliance dreamed of by the 
UussophiioB, 1 have at the same time never concealed my conviotion 
that an alliance with Kuasia would probably work better than ono 
with Germany on account of the greater^eympathy, between indivi¬ 
dual Bosaiaosand EngUshmeii than between Germans and English¬ 
men. 

* 

Such being the case, it has always se&mod to me that those 
who would, for the sake of English interests, unduly inflate Gero 
tuany in order to depress and crush ttussia, would simply cause 
the Emp re to jump oui of the frying-pau into the ,flre. Russia 
on the Uehuund, or down at the Fersiau Gulf, would be a dan* 
gerous neighbour for India; but so also would Germany in 
Holland be a menace to the security of England. Germany 
during the last few years has shown that she can be as esaotiug 
os Russia. Angra Fequenu, New Guinea, and Samoa are stings 
to English pride as galling aa Ftiujdeh. Russia is a ruthless, 
unscrupulous foe; but who can say Germany is bettor judging 
by the career of Friuce Bisinark. To my view, Germany is tlie 
more to be feared of the two; because liussla's rnthlessness is 
that of a ^veneered barbarian^'—as Russophobes put it^—over 
which \r& can hope our skill and ealightenTnent to prevail 
to some aogree; but the ruthleasneas of Germany ii that of a 
cultured| highly ,orgauised natiou, against which our inferior 
edncation and utter absence of organiaation are likely to tend 
to our disadvantage. Owing to geographical circumstances 
which w« canuot rectify, onr Imperial interests not only 
clash with those of iinssia^ but with those of Germany 
and France also. Recent events surety demonstrate clearly 
enough that if Germany only had the power, she would prove a 
most nnacootnmodating neighbour in various parta of the world. 
During onr last conflict with Uussiui she availed herself to the 
nttuost of the opportunity of seking territory, and it was only by 
the lucky discovery of gold in the Xiansvaiu, and the northward 
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rufth that enanfid, that Prince Bismarck's project was upset of ex¬ 
tending Ocrtnan ^ower across Bon lb Africa from tbe Orange 
Kiver to 6t» Lucm Ba,yj and, in conjunction with Boers, 
reducing English Africa to an ins^niS^cant colony, debarred all 
eIpanalon towards the Zambesi, ^le ristog Roumelia, leading 
to tbe breok-np of tbe understanding between HuBsia and Gennutj, 
and the menace of a Franco^Kussian inviLBion luckily interrened 
to compel Germsny to turn from South Africa to Some affairs ; 
bat had this and the gold discovery not occurred, our dominio& 
in South Africa would have been in serious danger of Wng 
ultimately wrecked^ As it was, we lost our predominance &i 
Zanzibar, and tbe whole of Damaraland, hitherto regarded as 
British territory. In general, Lord Baliabury’s African policy 
h4S not been u biWiaQi une^aud if these sacrifices have been made 
to secure to os the Germaji alliance, 1 am afraid we have made 
a very bad bargain. If GKermany can help ns against Ruisia, wo 
also can help her against tliai power ; and the obligation being 
mutual, there is no reason whatever why we should submit to black<- 
mail iu order to keep German stateimeii in good humour. As it is, 
these concessions have availed us nothing. They did not secure us 
bolter terms in the settlement of the Afghan frontier, nor have they 
nuuio the German Qovernineai more careful of wounding Englisn 
ansceptibilities. The Samoan affair is a case in point; white &e down¬ 
right hostility ^thown by the German oJfficial press on every possible 
occasion b proof of ^o lilt tie esteem in which we are beld at 
Borlm. 

On this account| seeing that we have to deal with two mercileM 
despotic Sbiies, to waste our strength iu helping one to emsb the 
other wonld be to expose onrsolvcs in turn to the fate that befell 
Austria after she had assisted Prussia to subjugate ^or little Den*« 
mark. Be tween the German wolf and the BusBian bear there 
is not much to choose, and, if anything, we should rather 
rejoice that Russia is as strong as she is, rather wish 

her crushed and dismembered like another Pol and, for her animo¬ 
sity to Germany serves as a useful check upon the aggrandising 
policy of tbe latter. An alliance with Germany, Austria, ana 
Italy against Russia might prevent Hussia seizing Constantiiio* 
pie ; but 1 am by no meann sure that it could possibly work in 
tecting Afghanistan and Persia from Russia’s insidious intHgna. But 
even if it did, what guarantee could it afford England against a 
repetition of tbe Samoan affair and the recent sudden swoopinga 
upon African territory contiguous to our possesnons and permeat¬ 
ed with our trade. Moreover, it cannot but be remembered that 
our free institutions and our fVee press are obnoxious to such des¬ 
potic States 05 Qemuiayi and that while a treaty of alliance might 



344 


OHATtLES KARTIH. 


be interpreted one way to drag tis into a Earopoan confliot^ re* 
pngnant to our feelingia at the moment, it might on the other hand 
he conetmed another way as to leave ns face to face with Hnssia 
in a new advance into Afghanistan or Persia. Altogether^ there* 
fore, there ia much to he said in explanation of the aversion with 
which the British publitb regards all proposals to link the fate of 
EngUmd with tl^t of Germany and I am persuaded that 1 should 
not be alone in conducting an agitation against any such policy* 

The objection to Germany does not apply to Ittdy, Although 
the army of Italy is not so large and well organised as that of 
Germany, it would be able to furnish a more powerful contingent 
for Indian defence, because not a single soldier woulii be needed 
to defend Italy against Hussiaii attack,, whereas if Germany aided 
ns‘she would have to keep a large proportion of troops at home to 
protect the country against a RiTssian invasion. If Germany were 
invaded by Russia, it is certsm Franco would follow suit, whereas 
it 13 by no means equally certain that if Italy helped us Franco would 
attack the Italians* But this is pushing the subject into the region 
of pure speculation. What is more to the point m that Italians 
t^sseas for us a friendship contrasting strongly with tlio hatred of 
Germany, while they have no aims or interests nnlagonistic to our 
own* ] am of opiuion that wo might just as well have annexed 
JVlassowali ourselves as let Italy do it; but the Italians now have 
the place, they treat our interests kindly, and they f^rin u useful 
counterpoise to France in the Red Sea, Much, oonsequontly, can be 
said in favour of an Italian alliance lacking in the cose of Ger- 
rmany. All the same, I strongly dissent from such military 
writers as Colonel Maurice, who would base the whole defence of 
the Empire upon two c&rpt d*artnee and a treaty of ulHauce with 
Gerumnyi Austria, and Italy. Within the borders of our Empire 
we possessed enormous resources, which only need organization to 
revive the waning respect of Europe with regard to our power. To 
apply oui^elvQS to the organization of those resources would he a 
far more useful fask thtin everlastingly patc^hing up the army at 
home, and entangling.ourselves with the affairs of Europe, Isola^ 
tion may have its dis£ulvantages, but at the same time so evenly 
balanced are the rivalries of Europe that England practically pos¬ 
sesses the casting vote—a circumstance which Lord Salisbury haa 
never properly appreciated, or his poli^ would have been 
far more robust, not only as concerns Russia but Germany 
also. ]f Penjdoh is a stain on Mr. Gladstone's statemanshm^ 
Zaniibar is no less a stain on Lord SoJisbnry's, That the 
interests of over X(1,00Q of our Indian subjects in Zanaibar, to 
say nothing of those of our numerous mar chants and missionaries^ 
should ^ve been socriheed to conciliate a country having only a 
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few traders and an insij^nificant trade there U a disgrace to 
the statesmanship of the present adminiatration- What makes the 
nacrtfice the more intolerable is the fact that It has been entirely 
useless. Wo certninly have not gained the good-will of 
Germany by yielding to her onr influence and power on 
the East African coast, while we hare assuredly laid the 
basis of many dangerous conflicts with her there in the 
future. Those who have made a study of the African pro¬ 
blem are coavirtced that these conflicts will be so serioas that 
they would prbhably upset any alliance between England and 
Germany against Ilnasia if such happened to e^isi on papers 1 
do not think however that, in view of the growing national 
antagonism between Germany and England, there is the slightest 
ohauce of a regular allinnae with Germany against Russia being 
brouglil about. All tlio more roasonj the re fore, for making the 
defence of India in Afgftatiistaa UElditionally solid, eo as to bo 
bettor able to face Russia wibliont European allios. 
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Y ESTERDAY^S Tmwj contained a very ugly little telegram from 
BiirUn. It was a translation of a sem[-o£&cial note, in which 
Englaml was inform fcliat if she did not prove accommodating ' 
on the East African Ooast, Germany would make it hot for her on 
the OoatineuL Ofcour:so it was not worded so plainly as this, 
but no one could mistake Its purport. After disclosing that 
between England und Gerjnauy there is a diflbrcnce of opinion 
as to whether the 8nliun of Zanzibar should be held directly 
responsible for the recent revolt agaiJist Germany along the coast, 
the note went onto say that “ should tho policy of the Opposition, 
with its anli-German proposals and tendencies, get the upper 
hand in England, we should be forced to conclude that England 
thinks she uoea not stand in need of Germany’s fKondsbip; and 
also that in no circumstances could she be likely to do so in the 
future. We should lament this very much, wdulo oonseious of 
our impotence to alter it. Yet tho reaction would be sure to make 
itself felt, sooner or later, in tfie field of European poUcy. Situo^ 
tions in which England would fed the want of friendship ou the 
Goutiudut are perhaps not probable in the immediate future, but 
they are by no means imposaiblo.** By Oppositiou, tho German 
Goverauient con hardly mean the Glad^tonians, because they haro 
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no poSoy at all in r^ard to East Africa, and baye not sought to 
critioiso or attack Lord Salisbury up to now^ although bo has 
repeatedly offered them a good target to fire at* ^'he hostility to 
Gorman j in East Africa proceeds irom all parties^ and its most 
prominent exponents are members of the Conservative party. 
For some time past there has been a growing feeling of discontent 
at the way the Germans are spoiling onr old'^stahlished interests at 
2^Eibar ; and among Conservative politicians there has been inu<di 
grnmhHng, although out of fear of helping back into ofi&ce Hr* 
Gladstone^ it has not until recently been openly expressed. But 
the seizure of the entire coast line of the Sultan of Zanzibaris domi¬ 
nions^ and the high-handedness of the Germans towards our mission- 
arieSft traders^ and Indian eubjects, have aroused a strong feeling 
of dissatisfaction, resulting in a widely expressed clamour not to 
rartidpatc in any land o^iutions, and so let the Germans recover 
their so-called '* influence^’ the best way they cun. This feeling is 
admirably di^layed in a fearless, candid letter in the Timti of yes¬ 
terday from dWph Thomson, the African traveller, who indignant^ 
ly denounces Lom Salisbury foP'hia wholesale surrender of English 
interests to Germany* 

If I mistake not, this letter and the movement which it and 
others will inaugurate will lead to a decided stand being made 
agaiust Germany on the East African Coast* The pot has been 
long flitumering ; it threatons now to boil over. Germany will not 
like this, bnt abe has brought it upon herself by her audacioos filch¬ 
ing of our interests at 2Iauzibar* Oue result of this dislike is that 
she will stir up Kussia against ns perhaps—that is the threat con¬ 
veyed in the semi-official note. 1 am quite content that she should 
do this, for thu sim[de reaBon that it ia a game that two cau play* 
If she cou help Uussia against us, we can help Russia against her* 
The loss of ludia would cause an upset of England for a time, but it 
would not smash up the Empire. Deprived of work or ruined 
through the loss of ludia, seromi millions would have to swarm out 
of England for the Colonies, and those Colonies would continue 
to safeguard the mother'Ciiantry itself from subjugation. Bat if 
Busaia and France were allowed by England to smash up Ger¬ 
many, it would be absolute ruin to the German Empire, and the 
country would be blanched (to use Prin'^o BismaTck's elegant 
threat towards France) until recovery would be hopeless. There¬ 
fore, when Germany uses threats, she is more Itkely to lose than 
gain by them. England maybe cajoled or led, but she will not 
be driven* If we are to be threatened by Germany every time 
we refuse to obey her behests, the sooner wa face her out and out 
as a foe the better* An alliance with Germany, in which England 
would always have to yield to the wishes of Prince Bistnoroki 
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would be too galling for this country. We could hardly be worse 
off if we accepted a similar alliance from Russia, for after aU the 
Russians are a good-natured people, with generous impulses, and 
would bo more easy to deal wlLIl than the bmtal| domineering 
statesmen of Germany, Sometime ago I oKpreaseJ the opinion 
that any defence of Indta^ based upon an assumed alliance with 
Germany, would be a risky one, because should be always at 
Germany’s mercy, and she would take advantage of the position ta 
squeeze everything out of us she could, 3he is trying on this game 
now. “ Tield nt Zanzibar, or the Russians will bo disturbing yon 
on the Afghan frontier.’’ Of the two, far better to hold our own 
at Zanzibar, and lot her do her worst in stirring up Russia. For¬ 
tunately, Russia quite nniorstands Germany’s desire to make a 
catspaw of her, add is not likely to be no ready to attack England 
as a few years ago. This tendency to dwell at peace with England, 
at least for a time, Is one •that we should take advantage of to the 
fullest. Now is the auspicious period for consolidating onrselvea on 
the Indian frontier, and the more we take advantage of this, the 
better we shall he able to deal with Germany and Russia in the 
future. 

Unfortanatolj this does not rippear to be altogether realized 
in India, for otclnding '.the railway to the Khojak Pass and the con¬ 
solidation of our position in the Peshin district, little is being done 
to prepare the ^ordor for a Russian attack. The frontier of Belu^ 
chistau, strct(!hmg from the Arabian Sea near G wad nr to the Seis* 
tan region, ought to bo thoroughly organized and manned with In¬ 
dian picqnets. The presence of English officials along the frontier 
there, showing to the world, as welt as to Persia, that the frontier 
was not simply the frontier of Beluehisian but of India itself, would 
hare a powerful political effect, and prepare the way for the pre- 
poaderance of our inff uence in the Persian conatiy further west of 
Gwodur, and the opening np of those routes from the Arabian Sea 
to the Helmnnd which would be indispeusEble in the event of a 
great war. The extension of the railway system from«Rohti or 
Quetta to the River Helmund vid Nushkl is the second measuroi 
and the construction of a strategical line from Gwodur to the Hel- 
mtuid the third. Apparently, it is not clearly understood, either at 
home or in India, that we can do nothing against Russia’s line of 
attack from Moscow to Merv vid Krasnovodsk, whether from tho 
G&uoasns, Armenia, or Persia ; otherwise, in view of the stress that 
must infallibly he laid upon Indian defences, the Helmund line 
would be organized with as little delay as possible. That is tho 
very note of the policy lam persistently advocating at present. 

The more we strengthen the defences of India, the more we 
shall not only restrain Russia from attacking os, but also Gtemany 
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from poacbiog on onr proservoa in Africa and the Pacific. Weak- 
nesa an tlie Helmnnd is not simply weakness for India, hui weak¬ 
ness for Africa also. Thanks to the weakness of the Afghan fron¬ 
tier from Saraks to Khoja Saleh, which Lord Jlipon ro^watedly re¬ 
fused to attempt to organize, we not only lost Pal-i-Khatun, Fonj- 
deh, and other points, Uie Za-nzihar coast, Damaralandf and Now 
Guinea as well. This is a lesson tbit ought not to be forgotten. 
As regards rapacity, there is not a pin to choose between Germany 
and Eussiu. One is os determined to squeeze ns us the other. All 
the more reason, tberefore, that we should give neittM>r a chunoe of 
profiting by our weakness, whether on the Helmnnd or clsewbero^ 


A SUMMER TRUCE FOR EUROPE. 



London, January 7StA, 18B9^ 

A pparently the political weather Jssstfair for the nest few 
months. The French huTO made up their minds to render the 
Paris International Exhibition a gro»t saccess, and, until the 
show ta over, they may bo expected to abstain from war. The 
oflFect of this will he that Europe will remain at peace throughout 
the summer, and the assurances of the difToront •Emperors and 
their Ministers of late of a tranquil year will probahlyt be realised 
so far 05 the next six months is concerned. At present the main¬ 
tenance of peace rests chiefiy with France. Russia, it la true, 
is also a restless power ; but there is no immediate chance of her 
starling a war on her own account, unless France bo ready to 
follow suit ; and Franco would prefer u postponement until the 
Inter national Exhibition is over. Russia has nims in EurOf* which 
may iii Ibo future lead to war ; luit she is not animated by iJiat 
determination to exact rovengc which, on the first favourable oppor¬ 
tunity, will cause France to ily at the throat of Germany, Russia 
it is true also hates Germany ; but she has not made it a national 
aim to smash Germany, which is the case with Franco. Thus, 
unless events in the Balkan peninsula compel Russia to attack 
Austria, the Tzar will not fall upon Germany out of ** sheer cus- 
sedncBS,” aud will always wait for Franco to fire the first shot. 
Then the mterventioni and the immediate intervention, of Russia 
may be looked upon os a moral certainty; for it has become a 
national intereit with Russia, opposed aa sne is by Germany and 
Austria, to prevent Franco being crushed; and she clforly 
realises that the quickest and cheapest way to effect this is not 
to wait until France is defeated, but to cross the frontder 
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fiinmltanooxisly. Hence the permanent concentration of armed 
masses on tlie Anstro-Gorman frontjeTj ready to enter Gfcrinany 
the moment Froneh begin. But Russia will not move until the 
French move; and if the French prefer playing to fighting during 
the present year of grace, there >^111 be no great war in Europot 

Itnssia and Franco, on the one hand, and Germany, Austria, and 
Italy, on the other^ arc so 0 ¥Ciily matched that neither of the two par- 
lioB will conj monce a war heed 1 essl y. 1 am aw arc thafSi r Charles Dilke, 
Colonel Maurice, and soTorul other |>crsoaa Lave mode elaborate cal¬ 
culation 9, of afnore ot less eonfiicting character as to the amount of 
military power possessed by either side ; but where the case is one 
of which the result cannot be pretty safely forccfisted, Btalesmen 
of the Bismarck, Giers, and even of the Boulanger type, are not 
likely tn rush intb war. If France and Russia considered thcmselvoa 
more than a match for Austria and Germany, they would havo pro- 
bably gone to war last year ; and if Austria and Germany with the 
aid of Italy, felt themselves able to crush France, while at the 
same tin^e keeping Russia at bay, they would h^e doubtless attempU 
od to do so ore now* But neither side has felt itself overwhelmingly 
stronger than the other ; and consequently both have devoted 
thoir money and energies to a race of armaments in order to secur© 
a sujjcyiority. Probably before tJiis period of absolute superiority is 
reached, something will occur that will compel one or the other 
parly to diplomatically gall the other beyond endurance, and the 
magazine rifled will go ofl' of tlu’inselves. But in the meantime a tmoe 
is better than a w^ar at an inconvenient moment; and hence, if the 
French are rcsolred on sis months' peace, Germany is not likely 
to disturb their good resolution. 

In this condition of tilings, England, who possesses a cestiiig 
vote covoted by tJie tviro parties, ought to bo able in consequence 
to maintain a firm foreign policy worthy of hor splendid Empire. 
Unfortunately there is hardly a pin to cheosc l>otween the poltroonery 
of the Liberals when in ofiice and the cowardice of the Conservatives. 

Englishman who has read the manly message of Secretiuj 
'Whitney to the American Admiral at Samoa this week, and is 
pro]perlj acquainted with the polities of the Pacific, can avoid 
feeling that in the matter of holding one^s head erect and walking 
straight, the Americans have taught a lesson to the slouching 
Prime Minister of our own country. The wajr that English in¬ 
terests have been pushed aside, and international ongEgementa 
violated W Germany in Samoa, make one almost osham ed of 
being an Englishman. The German Govomment have stuck to 
their Consuls all aloufr, and winked at their unscrupulosities ; while 
the late English Consul at Bamoa was snubbed by the Foreign OMce 
for endeavouriug to prevent our interests from being awampea* Of the 
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twOp our intereftts ftra far greater in Samoa iliati ^ose of tlie IJaited 
State; jet the United States alone have dared to beard Fiince Bia- 
marckp and tell him he cannot be allowed to hare hie own way. A 
deal of stnff is spoken and written by Conservative politicians of 
their nnawerving watchfaluess over the interests of the Empire ; but 
not one has raised a ,word of protest against Lord Salisbury's 
miserable policy in regard to Samoa. Had the Liberals been in 
offioOt the AshniQ^d Bartletts of the Oonservattve opposition would 
have gone spinning about the country like howling dervishes ; 
but their own '^doss" b tho bungler on this oocasion, which 
makes all the diSerenca, and Lord Salisbury might lose half-a'* 
dozen Samoas without any hound of tho Comervativo /back barking 
at his master. 

i 

If the truce prevail in Europe, the hrobabiHty is that we shall 
experience more of these colonial difficulties, and thus a calm on the 
Continent will not be such an nntnixod advantage as it might seem at 
first flight. In South Africa the repudiation of the German pro¬ 
tectorate by the Chiefs of Damar^land is bound to lead to unplesant^ 
ness. Very little support would be needed to prevent Germany ever 
making good her claims in that quarter; but the Colonial office, 
which IB jealous enough of onr own colonists at tho Cape—our own 
fellow-subjects is reedy enough to give any aid to the Germans. 
In this respect the administration of Lord Salisbury have much to 
answer for as well as that of ibe wet blanket, Lord Enntsford, 
whose failure as a s^tesman 1 was ,'glad to see erpo^d in your 
oolnmuB by Oolonel Mallason the other day. Lord Knots ford would 
make a most efficient administrator of such tea and bread-and- 
butter establishments as those of the aerated Bread Company of 
the Lockhart description; but when it comes to ruling vast colonial 
possessions, with a warm regard for the progress, prosperity, and 
expansion of one and all, not only in their own intercstsi bat for tho 
benefit of the mother-country as well, one can only look upon him 
as a clerical iceberg, set in office for no other purpose than to cool 
the British Empire- Bnrke has well said that great Empires and 
little minds go lU together.’* Your readers will have seen sufficient 
refereucea to the Oosdack mission to Abyssinia without my repeating 
the details in this letter. Ashlnoffi, the leader, is a born adventurer 
whose career was of a very ambiguous and even, it is said, of a ahady 
description until he ooneeived the idea of paying a visit to Abyssi^ 
nut. On his return he was taken up by the Moscow Gasettif the Novm 
Ffwnya, and two or three other papers, who advocated an alliance 
with the Negus in order to secure for Russia a foothold in the Bed 
Sea. Later on the Cossack received encouragement from the higher 
BnsaUu clergy, who detected safficient affinity in the religion of the 
two countries to jua^ it a Russian interest to preserve the Abyesinioos 
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from tho Roman Catholic propaganda of Italy and France^ 
Onco Pohiedono^t^eff was infectm with this idea, the future of 
Aahmoff was assured* The Imperial family ^‘took him the 
Government rendered every aasistonce, and Ashinoff has now 
proceeded to the Red Sea with a party of prieats and officers whose 
operationa will need a good deal of watching. Although an honest 
regard for the Hiisso-Greek faith has hod somethii^ to do with the 
despatch of the expediiioDj it is impossible to feel £at its aims aro 
wholly spititnaL My own inipreaaion is that if any decent port can 
be‘^ jumped”* in the Red Sea, the Ashinoff mission will make 
for it* If sufficiently snccessful, the Government will give 
them further aid, and gradually establish a title to the place; 
if they fail, the affair will he treated as a purely private 
adventore, flu^and and I^aly between them ought to be able to 
frustrate any dosigns along the line of coast controlled by themselvea 
and Egypt; but one catmoi lo m sure of France* The support of 
Russia in a EarojH^an war is too precious a thing to be lost by 
^ggling over a Ited Sea port, and I should nOt be at all sn^rised 
if Ashiuofl'a little game is not pri^ty well known to tbe French 
authorities^ however much they may affect to oppose it* 
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London, AfarcA 7(A, 1889, 

T he abdication of that mean ond cowardly personage^ King 
Milan, which is the sensation of to-day, may probably prove a 
blessing in disguise to this country, by calling off liussia’s attention 
again from the Afghan frontieri Once upon a time it nsod to bo 
fashionable on the part of Liberal politicians (really one can hardly 
apply the term statesmen to such ephemera) to express their deep 
sausiaction whenever Russia made a fresh advance in Central Asiat 
on tho ground that the more she buried berself in the Asiaito 
wilds, the less capable she would become of doing harm in Europe. 
To-day the boot is upon the other leg, and politicians congratulate 
themselves when Russia is embroiled with Austria and Gormany in 
Europe, because it keeps her out of mischief in Asia* ^ere ia a 
deal of truth in this new way of tooking at tilings* There can bo 
hardly a doubt that but for the oppurtune revolt in East Reumeliaf 
and the commencement of that sories of events culminating with 
the kidnapping of Priuca Alexander of JBattenberg (a turmoil aa 
vexatious to Prince Bismarck as to M* de GiersL the events of 
Fenjdeb would have been followed by a seizure of Herat and Afghan 
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Tarkistan, while Germany would have aoeompU^ihod her alllanco 
with the Boora and secured predomioancd in South Africa^ It ia 
bocailse German policy is ao interwoven with Russinn that I do not 
look uponi the abtlication of King Milan with that feeling of dis¬ 
may that seems to have geized upon the English press. I do not 
forgot that a few montfis age tlie aemi-official Berlin preM threat¬ 
ened England thaj;, if she were not liccommodating at Zanzibar, she 
might look out for squalls in Asia. Your readers may rometnbor 
that 1 drow special attention to this threat, iind forecasted that as the 
Gevernment could not possibly yield any further to Prince Bismarck’s 
policy in Bast Africa, we ought to prepare for disturbances on the 
Afghan frontier. Surely enough, in duo course, Lord Saliabnry re¬ 
fusing to accede to Zanzibar passing wholly under Qcrmatiy'a control, 
the Russians took advantage of the Amyr's presence in Afghan Tur- 
kistan to mobilize their forces on the Ox:us. curl tlie sILualion has 
been serious there for several weeks paiL Within the few days, 
sinoo the murritige of Prince Alexander, the otubreiiment of Prince 
FofdinanJ with the Bulgarian church, and the contemplated abdica- 
tion of King Milan, brought the Halkan peninsula again to the front, 
the tension has leaseuoJon the Afghan froutior. and 1 should not bo 
at all surprised if the Russian fori, h there melted away as rapidly 
as they coUccted. Rusijia may want a prodtablo war, but shy does 
not wish for two wars at onco. A oouHict with Afghanigiau, and 
possibly with Brtglaud, is not to be apprehended while there is a 
chance of war in iijuru[ie- And as Russia at Belgrade is less to 
be foared by EngUnd tliau Russia at Herat, 1 must, say that I am 
rather pleased at the turn evonts havo taken thau othorwiso. 

No Btudont of history ca t look back five years—to tho timo 
when Germany and Russia were at peace, and Prince Bismarck 
bold all Europe, &o to say, in his liand—without feeling that it b 
bettor that Germany should be perple]cod and weak, and Russia bo 
on bad terms with her, than that Berlin and St. Fotorsburg should 
be able to do what they like to plunder Britisli interests. Germany as 
a Mend 18 almost as bad os Germany as an enemy; bocausa she block- 
mmls those that she helps, and turns with suddenness from afriond 
to a foo if her exactions are not immodiately complied with. It is 
for this reason that I Jiave always denied tho wisdom of tho policy 
of Colonel Maurice and others in resting the defence of India upon 
a German alliance* With States, as with men, there is only one 
ally who is worth relying upon—that is, one’s own self. A man 
who is really sound and strong will experience no difficulty in 
getting allies in tho hour of danger, if he bo a generous friend in 
the hour of peace ; while a weak rnan resting mainly upon aUieSj 
must oxpeot to be pTnndored in time of peace as woU us forsaken 
in time of war* If the German alliaaco is worth anything to 
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EaglaQil, the Eugliah a.Uiance is quite of eqrraspoQjing value to 
Gerjiiany, 4 ad there b ilo reasoa why Lord SaUaburj should piuj a 
single aiitpeuce for it» It i.'* booauaa ho has not properly realised 
this that 90 much bus been yielded in Z AQ?:ibar, Samoa,and elsewhere, 
(jolonet Maurice aud similar writers would liavo us lie ourselves 
by treaty to Germany; but that U wliat the nation would never 
tolcratei and I am of opinion that military mtm. would be better 
employed in putting our raiusUackted War OHioe in order than 
abusing the dcino^'racy for not yioIJiug to this little fud. Tho 
Europu that suits England best is not a diplomabieaUy crushed 
Knro[>e, with Jt*rinco Bismarck tovvoriug in tlio middle, but a 
Europe of ahuost warring St:Lte>i, so evenly bulancod that neither 
Russia, Q ermany, nor Franco can feel strong enough to hmd over 
the rest, and all debarred'by fear of attack by one another from 
poaching upon the preserved of our Empire, Seoing how much 
we sulFr'red last time Germany licld a predominant position^ the 
recent wtiakcning she Inis expovieneed by the prostration of Aus¬ 
trian policy is a matter for eoiijjratulatton rather tlian otherwise* 
Austria^ indeed, h;is boon liard Iiinof late* The ^idcideof the Crown 
I’riuco, the rise of the pro Uu-isiau party in Roiimauia, the 
asvkward cinbroglio between Prinen Ferdhiaud aud the Bulgarian 
church, the poliiical suicide of Prince Alexander of Battnuborg, 
by his marriage with au actross, and now tlio abdication of 
King Milan—i-uU those are a succession of blows which tha 
policy of tw other iSfcato has ex[Xjr]micod in modern times. It 
would be too much to expect tluit Ru'^sia should, ou the strength of 
thein^ make an early advance into tlie Balkan pouiiisula, but they 
cortoiuly tend to promote such a movemont. The giavLty of tha 
present ijitu at ion arises from the fact tliiit whei'easoQ the last critical 
occasion—that is to Siiy, when Gen oral Kaulbars went to Bulgaria 
to coerce the principality and washiughod out of the couutry-Rusala 
waa absolutely unprepared for war and liad to eat the leek* She is 
now practically ready for a eamiurigii, and is once more mistress 
o[‘ events instead of being at their mercy* She had no squadron when 
Frinco Aiesandor was kidnapped. She bus now one afloat able to 
prevent the Turkish fleet entering the Black Boa and Gt to dominato 
the Danube. Had she gone to war with Austria then, the Germims 
would have besn in jjossosalou of the Vistula province before Russia 
could have mobiliaod her forces. To-day Russia holds such masses of 
troops in readiness on the Eurofieaa iitmticr that this would be im¬ 
possible, and the cam[ia;gn would take place on German or Austrian 
territory. General Boulanger lias also in the meanwhile practically 
attained the head of affairs in France* Altogether therel'ore Hiissia 
is ID a poaitiou to play a strong diplomatic game, and it is better 
that this should bo at the esLpousu of Austrhip and Germany than at 
that of the Amir, 
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LonDONj October 17th^ 1889, 


P ERSONS who are close students of European politics cannot fail 
to be highly Jivesited at the blows and counter-blows that are 
daily interchanged between the Loaguo of Peace and tho 
^raneo-Husaian combination. Some days an advantage falls to one, 
other days to another of tho bellicose parties. Last week, Russia 
decided to reinforce her army on the Armenian border and make a 
railway to Meshed. Against tins, our clover Conservative press 
was happy at being able to got tho aifront convey'^ to the Taar 
by the Cferman Emperor specially visiting Kiel to inspect the 
British Fleet, and refusing to remain the^e a few hours longer to 
greet hia Russian visitor. This week, Queen Natalie scored more 
Uian one success for Buesia in the lodgment she hm ejected in 
Belgrade ; on the other hand, Russia lost a point by having her 
private emissary, Prince Dolgoroncki, hustled unceroiugnionaly out 
of Bulgaria. At Berlin the Tzar scored one by refusing to see 
Frioco Ferdinand who had been invited by Bismarck to suddenly 
repair to Munich to be within call if he could manage to bring 
about a conference. On the other hand, Russia and France, 
suffered a severe blow, and the League of Peace gained proportion¬ 
ately in prestige, by the promulgation of an Italian protectorate 
over Abyssinia* It will bo interesting to watch the nej^t move. 
Blgnor Crispi announced this week that war is ** not unminent,” 
but confess^ things were very critical a short time ago," A 
short time ago, he made precisely the same declaration to Europe. 
The assumptiou is pretty fair, therefore, that although war is never 
imminent m Europe, yet things are always critical. The present 
peace, in a word, is a peace on piecrust. It may lost a long time 
in the form of a truce ; it is just as likely to cave in some morning 
nnexpectedlyt and involve all Europe in a war of Napoleonic 
magnitude. 


Out of that war I aincercly trust we shall keep. In itspresent 
mood I believe the British public would refuse to allow any Govem- 
ment to intervene, unless Italy liappcncd to be hard pressed. 
England has a keen sympathy for Italian liberty, and would not 
readily allow it to ha destroyed ; but if Italy ware safe from 
invasion, 1 do not think she would intervene to save German 
despotism from min. In spite of the recent civilities between tho 
German and Enji;lish Courts, it is useless to deny the fact that the 
Gorman Government is most unpopular in this country. Its 
militarism is hated by the Liberal and Radical parties, and even 
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thoae who would not libo to see Germanj' struck down hy Russia 
and Prance openly express their feara as to the dangers that wonld 
ariFse to the cause of coustitiitional freedom if Germany were aa 
Buccosfiful again as she was in 1870< It is felt that triamphant 
Germany wonld abuse hot succesa to a decree disaatroiia to England, 
No Toliauco is placed in her allegedly limited sense of gratitude* 
Cariousty^ this feeling does not exist in regard to Italy* Whatever 
may bo the nonaonso written by M.r, Gladtstone, Sr some one else* 
in the October issue of tho Contemporary, the British public believe 
ill Italy beemiaa tho impiession is general tliut Italy would be 
gritfeeful for our aid and not take advantage of increased strength 
to prey upon our intorosts, England would revolt at seeing France 
mistress again of the destinies of Italy, and popular feeling, I am 
conyincod, wouldforce the cpldest Government into hostilities to savo 
Roine. 1 am not so sure tliat a majority of the public would 
meur with equal fervour k> save Berlin or Vienna. 

Borne years ago before I taly had joined the League of Peace, 
and while she was yet isolated and neglected by the other Powers, 
I wrote a long and elaborate article in the Loudon Morning PoH 
entitled ** Our Best Possible Ally in Europe." In this article, which 
attracted a good deal of attention at the time, and wad doubtlesj 
ascribed to some high and tnighty embodiment of diplomatic wisdom^ 
1 pointed out that, providing we could come to an arrangement with 
iUly, there v^as no Power better able to help ns on the Afghan 
frontier than the one controlled by King HatnberU To fight Russia's 
overwhelming Caspian forces, we required a European army of mo¬ 
dern magnitude* Our own was too small. To increase our forces, 
our statesmen and generals recommended a Turkish alliance* The 
defect of this arrangement was that it enlarged the area to be defend¬ 
ed by oompelling ub in return to undertake the defence of the 
Turkish dominions. Moreover, although Turkey might supply 
man, she could not furnish anything else. Italy, on the other hana, 
could not be attacked by Russia, and would therefore require no home 
array for defence. She could furnish more trained soldiers than 
Turkey, and those troops would be Europeans instead of Asiatics* 
Those troops again would bo half on the road to India, and, thanks 
to the geographical get-atr-ability of Italy, could bo assembled and 
sent on in infinitely leas time than the soldiers of Turkey. Finally, 
unless Turkey were attacked, wo could confine the war to 
Afghanistan and Persia, and not have to protect at one and the same 
time Constantinople, Eraeroum, Trebizonde, Bagdad, Herat, 
Kandahar and Kabul* Tiie question was—could we buy this alliance, 
aud what should we j^ay tor it ? 

la reply to these questions I recommended an abandonment of 
all farther efiorts to revive the French alliance, and to purchaae the 
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enpport of Italy by oonaiatantly and peraistently aiding her in her 
cnloaial aims. I believe that had the Gladstone Government adopted 
&ach a policy it 'wonld have derived as moch diplomatic beneht from 
the Itauan alliance as Prince Bismarck has done since. The Afghan 
frontier negotiationa might have worn a dififereut complexion, and 
Penjdeh never added to the stains that dim the Instre of £^ngland'a 
honour had Bnssia tuowa tho Italian army was ready to march for 
Herat. However, no tiling came of tho in this country, and it 
was not until Bismarck consu in mated the Italian alliance and began to 
wield tho tioague of Peace in a most dentcrona fashion before Uns- 
Bta and Prance, that England becaino iinjiressei with the military 
ami naval importance of Italy. Then our Government began in a 
alow and timid sort of way to allow her to make a^lodgment in tho 
Bed 8ea* France was furions, but Geroianj supported ItJi-ly, and 
Mnssowah was occupied. Russia then strove to get a naval station 
in that quarter, and secretly snpjK>rtod tho Cossack Ashinolf in his 
mission to the Abyssinian people. When be went thitber ti second 
time the policy of Franco ought to have been to have helped Rus¬ 
sia in hor designs, but at tho ex|K}n.sc of tho Italians, instead of 
which it was tho French who routed and drove away tho Eassiana 
and loft the coast all clear fur the tialians to include it in their 
Abyssinian protectorate- The inclui^ion of Abyssinia in iho do- 
ininioDS of Italy is thoretbre a blow at iiiissia as well as at Franco. 
Tho former has lost all chance of a uaval station ;is well as that 
curious alliance of the Abyssiniau and Eusso-Greek churches that 
the Russian Synod had sought to bring about. Franco lias 
now to deal with an amplified Italian colony in the Red Scu, 
instead of a smaller one mitigated by a Russian naval station, and 
as Italy has the sympathy, if not support, of Bnglatid, Franco, after 
all her efforts, finds herself reduced to a relatively insignificant 
position in that quarter. How she can possibly respond to tins 
blow struck at her prestige it is not easy to see, but it Is hardly to 
he expected that she will refrain from attempting to strike u Coun¬ 
terblow by making eomc other move in Africa, 

Tho alliance of France with Russia somewhat changes the 
aspect of affairs existing when 1 advocated that Italy should bo 
invited \q help ns defend the Afghan frontier, Italy would now 
have to keep an army at homo to deJond herself against a French 
attack. All tho same, we might still draw largely on the Italian 
force in the event of a war with Russia. If we had a second Earl 
Beaconsfield or Prince Bismarck at the head of our affairs, tho 
understanding with Italy would bo used in a variety of ways to 
strengthen our position in the East. Why does not Lord Salisbury 
invite a few Italian Generals to visit the iudo*Afghan frontier and 
establish friendly relations between the armies of iiuly aud India ? 
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It is little strokes of this sort that impart prestige to the diplomacy 
of a country, and enable the real statesmen to secnre the resnlis 
of great eampaigna without resorting to actual war* Unfortu¬ 
nate ly, our institutions seem cajKible now-a-da^s of producing 
only hand-(o-inoulh polltbiaus^ h'rom sheer habit we call some 
of them tituteameu, but is there one that is really worthy of the 
name P ■ 


— 
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London, Sa.nuary 1890, 

T here is some thing vefy curious in the announcement this week 
that Russia has sent a mill I on of money to London to relieve our 
poverty-stricken Bsmk of Euglaud. This, indeed, le like manna 
from tlic sky, Oity cyps opouod ill wonder when the TimeM pub¬ 
lished tlio nows that a imilion sterling in gold imperlaU was on its 
way from paper St* Petersburg Lo golden Londoui Two or three 
days ago, the proviouF? consignment duly arrived, and most of it, 1 
]irosiunc, is now in the yaultd of ilio Bank of England, or is being 
re coined at thp mint into sovereigns. Tiio now arrival has not 
exorcised any effioct on the Bank raio, which still stands obstinately 
at six per cent, but it umiuestionably Ims had a healthy influence 
on Uuasian credit People in the city think more highly of Russia 
than they did a wook ago* There is no real juatificatrou for the 
feeling, but the credit of iiationa, us of iudividuals, depends largely 
ou chance circumstances. Tlie Huaaian Minister of Finance was 
protly well aware when he aont the gold ovor to London, what a 
good ofleot the consignment would have, and this consideration 
influenced him probably quite os anncli as the high price offered for 
it by the Bank of England* Since State Sec re i ary Vishnigradsky 
succeeded Bunge, the German, three years ago, bo has made a 
point of raising Kusgkn credit by similar stroke of clevernesa. 
Bunge was for about four years Minister of Financej and enjoyed 
no lack whatever* The death of the previous Emperor had placed 
Hussian credit under a cloud at liomo and abroad, and in spite of 
all his efforts, the minister could avoid a yearly deficit, or raise the 
value of the paper rouble. A loan or two floated at Berlin, towards 
tlie end of his career was successful it is true j but the success arose 
solely from the fact that Bismark for political purposes used the 
iuBuence of the State to induce the German bankers subscribe to the 
Russian issue. This led to that German mania for buying up Bns^ 
siau bonds, which pretty well cleared Eugland out of that article. 
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Becently, eiaca some of the Loadoo Ga^acial papers hare beeii 
shown to be edited by highwaymen or footpads, who levy toll on 
promoters iu the delightful style of Turpin of oid, every writer who 
has ever written on Smince has done hia best to let the world forget 
the fact; but I really cannot help confessing that during the period 
to which I refer, 188S-85,1 did my level best, week after week, in 
a hnancial journal of immacnlato parity fand the purity has paid in 
the long run better than the block mailing business) to induce ilie 
British investor to sell his Russian bonds, of course at a good price, 
to the eager parohaser from Berliop 

The result was what I anticipated. There came a day wh^n 
the Russians and the Germans, who hod mutually despoiled us in 
Afghanistan and Africit, fell out, and began to cut each others" fiscal 
throats. Then the Germane groaned that they had so much Kussian 
paper, and 1 cannot but confess that tbe groaning was sweet music 
to a certain resident on Blumstead Common. Even now 1 look 
back upon that little Gnancial crusade, that helped to pat German 
gold into English pockets, and Russian paper into German, with a 
feeling of keen relish that time cannot diminish. 1 imagine that 
the Israelites never forgot having despoiled the Egyptians. They 
must have nudged each other, and nodded and chuckled many a time 
as they rambled over the desert. It was only when they got to the 
Promised Land, and began to bustle the poor Gentiles oui of their 
possessions, that they ceased to tluak of the swag they managed to 
opproptiate by miraculgiis aid on the banks of tiie NiCe. 

1 remember seeing Bunge iu his oflice in 188^. He had been 
a Professor of Political Economy at KieGT. He was a prime pedan¬ 
tic little man, who did not impruss me very much. Study and 
statistics are apt to dry up the juices of a man's body, and render 
him, however wonderful in other respects, a precise and passionless 
mummy, Bunge was long in olhee, but the Emperor suddenly 
remembered at lust that be was a German (this was when Berlin 
wonld lend no more money) and he was relieved of his functions. 
His predflceasor had been (General Grieg, a cavalry general, who 
knew as much about hoance as the Grand Llama doo^ of homo 
rule, and was appointed, i suppose, by tbe same mysterious Pro¬ 
vidence, that In our own land puts the round men into square 
holea and the square men *iuto the round holes whenever 
there b a change of mimstry. Acting so absurdly our* 
Bclves, I feel I should simply cant if 1 expressed wonder that 
a pair of spurs should have been put in charge of the finan* 
oea of Russia* Bunge’^a successor for a brief term—1 forgot 
him a minute ago when 1 stated that Vishnigrailsky succeeded 
Bunge—WEIS Senator Aba^^a. Abaza was famous for two things. 
The first was for the good of Russia ; the second was for the 
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ffood of himaoLL When the Tarkiah War raging, and 
AUBsian funde were rnnoisg bhorfc, the BnasUn Ooverument 
cndgelled ita brain in vain to find an easy way of iaoreoBUig the 
roveuued* Everything in Htisaia was 90 well talced that it was 
difficult to auggeat anything to add to the tariff. Then bright-' 
brained Abaza came to the rescue of the authorities with one 
little suggestion that proved a gold mine to the Exchequer* The 
customs dues were at that tiioe all paid in paMr, Pass a decree,” 
said A baza, ‘^ordering ali to be paid in gold/’ The Qovemtrient 
was delighted. *lt gave a lifin to the tariff all round, and scooped 
up millions of revenne at a stroke. The other little affair was eq^ually 
ingenious. A baza had a sugar factory eighty miles from the 
railway. He stimulated a crusade in lUvour of sugar cultivation* 
When the fever wds at its height, ho induced hla railway CQlloagne, 
General Poasiettc, to run out u branch Hue to his factory '^in the 
tutercsts of beet-root.” Clevery did a slitshiug saUtist expose this 
neat little operation when be selected this m a proof the enterprise 
of Russia, compared with which England and America wore no* 
where* ** Can England or the States" he demoiidod **poiiit to any 
Instance of State enterprise, where eighty miles of lino have been 
purposely built to connect a single sugar factory with the whole 
railway system of Russia P ” The censor read the eulogy, without 
perceiving the attack ; but A baza winced when he saw it in print 
and there was a ^ TOW over the publicity. Ahaza, however, did not 
long remain office, then came Vishuigradsky* The latter started 
under the most adverse circumstance, yet fortune has made him the 
most successful Finance JUiuister for thirty years. Trade was dull, 
banka were breakings war was feared, and the poor old paper rouble 
dropped down to one-and-six-pence* 1 happened to in Russia 
on business at the time, and well remember the universal gloom 
in oommercial circles* Russia lost enormously by the fall of the 
rouble, being compelled to pay most of her outer loans in gold* 
What 13 one person's mUfortuno is often another man's luck. 1 
had to spend a deal of money, and 1 found it very pleasant 
to be able to secure half a crown's worth for every eighteen 
jpence 1 put down. To meet tho increased deficit caused 
by the drain of the gold loans, Vishnigrodsky had to increase 
the taxes, and the growth of the oil trade enabled him to 
impose a lucrative one on kerosiuo. A few mouths later, the 
pendulum swung back the other way* The war cloud in Europe 
lifted. The failure of the wheat crop in India caused an enormous 
demand for Russian corn* This in turn stii^iuluted other business, 
and in a short time the rouble rose from 1-fi to 1-11* This lighU 
ened tlie drain of the foreign loans, and at the end of the year, what 
with the infiatod revenue from trade, the diminutiou of the loss in 
mooting the interest on the loan, and the addition of the £670,000 



Ofi4BLB3 MARVm, 


&60 


from tlie korosiue tax, tKe Bdimeter bad a bumping siirplua# Out 
of tbia spurt of proapodty, sprung a gonorul roadmeas m £]urope to 
help Russia oonyert her loans, and one after another these have 
been placed on an economical basis, which has further improved 
Russian credit* The rouble now stands at 2-3, a higher ^tnt than 
for many a year, and sanguine Russians affirm that in time it will 
reach tae clinmx pnocading the Turkish War, when the paper 
rouble was worth two shill lugs and nine ponce* 

Russia ' is essentially a paper eountry. One novor sees 
a bit of gold in circiLlution, and no silver coin df higher value 
than a sixpeuee* The silver rouble is like tho guinea—a raero 
iigure of Epeech* Oustom dues have to be paid theoreticaUy 
in gold, but Government coupons exist ^ representing the 
** Im{>eri^'^ and are always used iKsteail of the gold coin of 
the Except ut money-changer's or curiosity shops, gold 

imporia^c are to be found only at the bahks, and to any largo extent 
only in the State Bank and Imperial Treasnry. How much gold 
the Minister of Finance controls in the national hoard no one 
knows. A very large sum ia iiTways kept in readiness for war pnrn 
poses, and three years ago, when a conflict was appndiciulod, it was 
considerably increased by Vtshnigradsky* After tho war cloud 
passed over, he still retained the hoard, which further was increased 
during the spurt of prosperity to which 1 have referred* When 
gold began to appreciate, Vishnigradsky wisely»kept !>ack his 
surplus stock from tho ms^rket with the result that »gold famine 
having arisen in London, he has boon able to secure a lucrativo sum 
for his auriferous commodity. If the famine continnesj and tho 
ontlook is still very depressing, perhaps the Minister may perhaps 
part with a miUion or two more from his coffers* This would 
merely relieve the plethora that prevails in the Treasury at €t* 
Petersburg* It is, of course, a plethora of a sort* We insist on a coF'* 
tain proportion being observed between tho gold in the Bank of Eng¬ 
land and the paper notes in circulation. Russia dispenses with this 
trifling formality. She *^pufe3 it behind her” as Mr* Pod snap was accus¬ 
tomed to do with inconvenient things* Wben Professor Bungo was 
in office, he grew tired of critics arguing about Free Trade* Bo tho 
police were sent round with wagons one morning to slop all the 
libraries of books on that subject, and now Hnasians arc liable to six 
moutha* imprisonment if they ore caught with Adam Smith in their 
possession. What a delightful w,^ of settling the issue between 
Protectionism and Free Trade* Grossly immoral and tyrannical, 
of course, but who (of the general public) would not like to be able 
to settle in a similar fashion, all the fauatics who flight for or against 
that bit of red rag—bunetallism^ 



THE TEUTON ON THE TRAMP, 




THE TEUTOJ^ O^T THE TR.iMR 

— ■ 


London, Fehruar^ 2Sth^ 1890^ 

R ussia U troubling heraelf vary inach just now^itL ilie alleged 
influx of Gormau sottlers into tiie aoutheru ^rovinoea. The other 
day llio anti-German, fever raged niuiuly against the uiigratiun 
of Germans into tlio western pioviuces* As a result of the outcry, 
repressive laws were passed to put a stop to this. It is now coui- 
plaiued that these cuactnients do not ap[dy to tlia southern 
proviuoes. The cousequence is that the Gennaus, forbidden to 
settle ill tho valfoy of the, Vistula, have taken to passing across 
the prohibited provinces and squatting down on lands valley 

of iho Dnieper, Instead of making tracks for Warsaw’* iCY steer 
their course past Eieff in the direetioD of Odessa, Hence the do^ 
inand for an Immcdiato Govertiriiont investigation, the imposition 
of restrictive lawsj and in a word the inauguration of a bad time 
generally for the German settler ou the Hussiun steppes. 

In ail likelihood tiio Russian Govornraeut will yield to tlio 
clamour, if, indeed, it has not actually inspired it* Tho Tzar 
is determined to nationalise his Umpire* Ho will tolerate no 
longer any foreign clcuiciik^j of a discordant character in it. iSvety- 
body must ho a Hussian or clour out. Tlio policy may soom. 
u brntal one, but it is no uioj o than a copy of the policy of Ger¬ 
many during the last twenty year,** If it is au unenlightened 
jjulioy the Txsir can at Iciist excuse himself on the ground that 
lie has nuitated Iho ijolioy of a Goveminoot claiming to be the most 
enlightened and cultured in tho world. Moreover, although there 
seems a tendeuey now to pass tho intatilnilons of Finland through 
tho itussiaii mangle and niako them unildrm with tho rest 
of the EmpirOj there if? this to bo siiid on l>clialf of tho Govern- 
ment* that it is tho Gormans only who aro helug at present anb- 
jtjctcd to this uuplcaaatiL naiioualijiing jiolloy* No attempt is being 
ixmdo to Hussianizo tho Tartars, the trauuasians, tho Turkomans, 
or tho people of Rokharu. These are allowed to pursue tho even 
tenor of their way unhamssed in their religtoua observances ; they 
are allowed to maintain all their trlljiil peculiarities, and are not 
pressed in tho loiut to give n]i Uicir langutigo for tho speech 
of their conquerors, Porlinps their turn may come in the future. 
At prcaont it is iho Ofniians, and the Gennuns alone who are 
catching it. Unlucky is tho TouLotj, cl ruing his livelihood in 
Russia, who doos not want tg -^ui ieudcr lii:j uationalityj bia tongue 
und eveu his rcligiou. 
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1^0 one to my knewletigo has yet pointed out that a serionia 
slrngglo 13 iinpoiidiDg bef’wx>en the Eusso-Ureek and Protestant 
religions in Hitherto, the Russian Government has been 

e^etremely tolerant of Protestantism, it ivosa criinoJor au orthodox 
Russian to turn Protestant, but the law was rarely enforced* 
jSo lon^ as the Lutheriins did not attempt to make converts every 
tolerance was showjilLfiem. Witli the persociitiou of the Qennans 
has developed, a most intolerant feeling towards their religion. 
Tho press randy refers to tlio pastors in llio Baltic Provinces 
oxcepl in terms of llio most venomous description, They are 
aocuscti of tyrannically compeliing the Ksllioniaus and other broken 
races to become members of the Protestant faitb. They are stated 
to bo the chief opjionents to the measuros for Russianizing tho 
country, and it is afhrmed tliat Ilicy, secretly encourage in Russia 
the growth of the Strindist and other heretical sects. For this 
reason tho German Bible has been pHt under a Um, and tho cir¬ 
culation of the Russian Tcrsioa alono jjorjjdtlcd* Fresh laws have 
been imposed punishing with heavier penalties the crime of making 
a Protestant of an ortliodox biiiiover, and a close watch is placed 
upon the intercourse between LiUlhcran pastors ami the numerous 
soctariES of Russia. 

Tho latter have l>cen increasing largely in numbers of lato 
years, Tho Rnsdo-Greek Ihith, in com j non with every other religion 
is on its trial, and is pufferiDg more by loss of bclievVr^fJian is com* 
monly imagined in Europe- Tho rouctionary ]iolicj ot the present 
Emperor is largely to blame for this. Guided by tliat mediaeval 
fanatic PobicdonostselT, he lias turned back tho hands of the 
religious clock, and tried to enforce the observances of prac¬ 
tices, and ilio retention of belief fit only for grandmothers 
in their dotage. Possibly, it is quite trno that at a remote 
ago St, NiclLolaa sailed down tho river Treva on a grind- 
siono, but if people now-a-daya prefer not to bulieve the story, it is 
absurd for an Emperor to try and tnako them, Since ho came to 
tho throne it lias been tho policy of tho present Tzar to screw up tho 
orthodox faitli and allow no such espanniori of heltef, as is observ¬ 
able in most other religions fo*day. The result is th,at the jieoplCf 
ordered by the Tchinovonika to listen more dutifully to tho inspired 
utterances of the Fopo, have in many cases gone right against tbo 
latter and started robgions of their own. This is particularly tho 
case in South Russia, where hundreds of sects exist and flourish in 
spite of the persecution to which they are subjected by the authoii- 
ties. It is noteworthy that most of these secta, in breaking away 
from tlie orthodox faith, discarf! the veneration of images, abandon 
tb^ir belief in the saints, abolish the clergy man j and pin their creed 
upon the four Gospels, la other words, they become so like many 
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of tbe vVtistorE dis^iJoiLts from Romfiaism tliat they are to all intanta 
and purposes Protestants, 

In SoutL Russia, as along the Volga, tliero am numerous 
Qermati colouies wliioli have been in existence smee the time of 
Catlicirine the Great, It is these colonies that are now charged with 
affording an example to the Russian seetaries, and fiome of the St* 
Petersburg papers go so far as to assert that if thoj^ wore no Luthe* 
run ohurohes in Provincial Russia there would he no TbiSf 

of course, is sheer nonjsonse, he cause the atitL-Drtho<tox movements 
U quite as precoptiblo in provinces where tliore is not a single 
LuUicrun chtirdi us where German colonies uhound; while iu all 
agc.s hostile sects have split away I'l om tlio mother church of Russia. 
However It furnisljes a good harulle I'or use against tlio Germaus, 
and on. religious As well :isi>n jiolitical grounds it ia demanded that 
the esJsting Teutonic colonies shall bo hrokeii up and dispersed. 
Some of tlicsi^ colonies art*HO old, so populous, so prospcrouSj and I 
dnro ovoii affirm so loyal, that 1 question whether the 
Taur ’would carry bis HuaHianiaing ]>olicy to such an cstrotne as 
tliu ; Imt it u tolerably ccrfcun tJjat some thing will bo done 
to prevent new coIonitH forming in the future. At present land 
can ho bought clioa]^ in South Russia, and ’wbolo villages of Ger¬ 
mans can cs^tahlinh tiicmsolvoa thoro, 1 do not tbiuh this will bo 
allowod beyond tho present winter. 

Where wUl Uio German ornign'int go then ? Uptqiio’wa 
cerlaiu number have yearly migrated to Rusam, to coloniso the 
vacant tracts after the manner jKU'inif.icd in Canada and tho 
States. AVhat will Wiomo of the stream ? TIio ’workmen and 
peasants who go to Rii^^sla arc evidently men who object to Araoricji, 
or they would go there by preibroneo when breaking up thoir 
homos* Either they di^iiliko iho Atlantic voyage or prefer 
a omainmg f«)Tiicwhoi"o on the Cjontineut, closer to tho Father¬ 
land. These people^ if prevented from entering Russia, will 
make for some other adjaccTit. country, and I believe will turn 
their faces towards tliC Balkan i'eninsula and Ai^ia Minor, In 
that ease Russia may lose a ud Geruiany gain by tho diversion of 
cotouisation* Germans, ’who settle in Russia, above all far inland, are 
lost coTUpletoly to the Fatherland, hoLli politically and comtnercially. 
Itut in tlie Balkan Peninsula they strengthen the anti^IiuHsian feeling, 
they oiilargu Germa’ti triale wilh Turkey and thcjy provide elcmonts 
of support should ever Germany wage war with Russia in that 
quarter* 

In Asia Minor the moTomont may even become draught 
with political si;;uilicanco in the future. Tho Germans are 
now building a Imo destined sojiio day to carry tho loconio> 
tive from the Bosphorus to tho Persian Gulf, It is almost as 
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c*heaf? ('fi'sv far Grrniaii fta[oni!it to go from tlio Father- 
lanj to a>i OJo^^siU IvUarkoff or Taganrog, 

Onco across Lbo ljos]>Iiorus he lias not far to go beforo find'* 
jijg mntjibli* pHiling |bn'i'S along the coiirso of the new mil" 
way, smd In;Tore long lio may bo oj;.|iocto<i to mako l»is way 
to tlioni. 111 that t^aso, tlio ndlux of (jorniaus intotliu Modiler- 
Tiuioan end of Asia Minor niiglit o.M.ab]i^b a coiinterpoiso to tlio 
flt^w of Russiaii'i across iln' (■aiieasiis to Kars and Ardalian. Jt 
Trvill ho inleivsiing t^> watcli if lliis influx will take place- If 
it does the anger id" Kas^sia will ho tenfold to wlmt it is now ; 
fur of all JiKidern lioguys thern is none that worries the ardent 
Uiisf^mn patriot more tlniu the fear tlmi tlm Gormans will some 
clay he niastors of ('(nnitanliimplo. TJio fear 1 hulieve lo boillusor 3 v 
hut i L is keen enotigh to make Russians rijg:ii-d (Ionst^nitjno]iloiis being 
inore nnilor the wing of Jlerlin than under that of Loudoin We 
FlngHsh now-a-days are euii^ldored 1o f^iko only a linutod inlorost 
in the 'fnrklsli eapitah We are no longer credited wdth designs 
iin the i hinhiiielk's, iis was foruiorly a tixed Ilnssian belief. Hard 
foeU bsYO convinced us l]i:d Hu^sia s road fo India lies through 
Jlcrai not vh\ Oonslaiiiinople* On the other liand^ Hie Uermunsaro 
credited with the deliberate design of heeuming the lieirs to the 
&ick man, and KStuvO|diils lash thenisrdve^ into a fury when casual 
events appear to point to the ultimate suc'cess of Oennan policy in 
Turkey. Jfthey reffecteJ they would observe ibat the material 
growth of Russia round Ihe rim of the Black Sen froni Odessa to 
Batoum is far more rapic{ than I be material growth of the rest of 
the region^ and that this alone inusi qualify her, irrespective of the 
growth of military uud tuival annameuU, to make the posit ion of 
any foreign power atl-tnnpting to hold Constuntlnople decidedly 
UQcoJn for table. a Soutliorii Slav coiifeJcrucy, enihracmg much 

of Austria, luight secure the reversion of t^oustantmoplo, hut not the 
Berlin German. The feeling between the Slav and Teuton races is 
too bitter to allow of this. 


TURKEY^S TUBJ^J^EXT, 




London, Septemhir 19th, 1890, 

E vents appear to lie rapitllj^ tending to a fresh disrupilon of 
Turkey- Europe has done her bei^t^ pending the consideration 
of other problems, to keep down restlessness in that empire; but it \s 
now becoming generally rampant* What is worse, Europe h 
beginning to hike note of it, and in a sense inufavourable to tho 
Turk^, The fierce light gf publicity i$ being turned upon the dark 
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placoB of tho Ottoman Enipiro. Districts liithcrto left with remorao- 
loaa itidifforonco, a criiftl pvoy io oppresRion and cruelty, uro 
heing Tisited by vigibuit iHuropeans^ uiul doscriliod with a rusult 
ill revclatiojis distinctly unfavourahlo to ibo Turks, The Daily 
N^iCs^ scenting carrion already montK^ ago, has dono its host to 
stir up public feeling by instating its Bulgarian exploit and scud- 
ing a Hpeulal corm^pondont into Armenia. Tliere are few places 
in Turkey that will stiuid the ligltt of a higU^pit^Lod civiliisation, 
and, like Hnssia, the farther from Snltan, the inoro distant from 
Uoil/' Even nnder ordinary circumstances tlio correspondent 
would have ('xperienced tio diliicTiliy in coileciiog tiiloH of oppres¬ 
sion and crnoU.v. Every traveller ’who lias t^a’^'crse^l Asia Minor 
has had plenty to record, whether a ecntiirj’ ago are only last 
summer^ The ]^t'eseol n'slJefifiueHS, makiug ih© local authorities 
harshei j lias donUlod tlie tales ol^ opprossioa and ciuelt)', and tiie 
correspoadoni, instnieleJ mo do’nht by the Daily Niie^s to show np 
ill© Turks in flic most vivid colours, has furnished his paper’with a 
harvest td seiiFalioiuil telegrams. If these have not excited public 
feohiig like tile famous onrij of the *Culgiinau nlrocity epoch, they 
hn'ive eeiiaiuly impressed tbe public mi ml with tho feeling that 
things are in a bad way in Turkey, Even Iho steady old 
wlimli miglit luM o l>ecn sup^msed to have nourished the eonvictioti 
that the Daily Neivi was only publishing llic iutolligeiicc from 
Armenia fo;'selfish party reasons, has ^o ihr yielded to tho jiublic 
sentiment tl^jit't has actually dcspatrdicd a special coiTC'.-?pondent 
to Constuntinoplo to iiivcKtigato the real coudition of Turkish 
aifalra. 

More prominence will thus he given to the rottenness of Tur¬ 
key ; and the Titu^s is j^ruvely mistaken ’when it assumes, as it 
does this morning, that, however had the condition of Armenia 
may become, the occupation of the country by any European 
Power is the last thing that will happen, E’uropo has hitherto 
cloiMjd its eyes to Turkish misrul©, because it has been otherwise 
occupiedi lbs attention, however, is nO’w less distracted, and there 
is ©A^ery likelihood that we shall hoar a good deal of the Turkish 
question during the coming winter* Mcamvhilo thor© is no cessa¬ 
tion to the rotting of Turkey within and without. Tho more the 
Turks become discredited in European estimation, the more tho 
Hussians are ©ncourngod to encompass tlicir destruction. This is 
essentially the danger of th© hour* On bb© Oonlinent the Turks 
long ago lost their reputation * In England alono has there re¬ 
mained any sentiment in their favour. Thirteen years ago this 
feeling was all-powerful in this country. Despite the Bulgarian 
atrocities, the close of the war found it still pretty strong. It is 
uo exaggeration to say that if the sicknea^ of Turkey had been at all 
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curable, and tbe Turks had possessed any leaders U) cure it, the 
inifflit have traded lo any extent u[)on the friendflliip of Eii;jlaini in 
1878. Even since then there has been more than ouee n strong spas¬ 
modic feeling in favour of Turkey* The general tendency, however, 
lias been to abandon the Turks to their fate in disappointment and 
disgust, and the letters in the Z?a?7y and the Timts cannot 

but accelerate the diuftij^g apart of the two Govornnients, The 
conviGtioii has afready become pretty well grounded in this country, 
that it is not simply hopeless, but absolutely useless to fight for 
the Turks* Tlio country is iiiGcssantly rotting in 4imo of peace ; 
nnd no matter bow brilliantly we come out of a conflict with 
Uussia for its defeucc, the rotting would continue at the same 
pace afterwards. 

On the last occasion tliat Turkey wasinvadotl our interference 
undoubtedly saved tlio country from total destmtition. Jt is the 
fehion to somewhat deride what tho Efifrl of iicaeonsfield didin 
1878, and to assume that the liussians were but slightly influenecTd 
by our cxjjrcssed resolve to defend Oonstautinoplc* As a matter-of- 
faet, Russia was very aeriou'^ly iiTipressed by our intervention, tihe 
liad i\ higher opinion cf our army tlien than ftlie lutfi had since we 
added MaiwanJ, Isaudula, Laiug^s Nek, Majuba Hill and Khartoum 
io its list of disgraces, and recoiled from a fresh campaign, winch 
would ha VO brought down upon her tlio forces of India as well as 
the Englifjh troops at home. Unable as shu was to get at England 
or India, she would havo exposed horsedf tu tlio full brunt of an 
Kaglisli attack on her forces at Oonshmtinople, with her army 
distant a thmiiiaiiJ miles from home, and it^ Black Soa eonimunica- 
tions in English han[ls, fthc therefore suhmiitcd to a revision of the 
Trcnty of Stefaiio and ahandoned hf^r designs upon Constantinofdo 
ifcseltl Witliout firing a shot England imposed a restraint upon Huasia 
which Las been repeatedly itekuowledgod by the chief authoritica in 
Russia since, although they havo in most cases oxprossed their snrpriso 
and disgust that they should have submitted to it. 

Ko such restraint exists to^lay* Russia occupies an over¬ 
whelming position on the rim of Armenia. Tho barrier between 
her and India she has broken down to such an extent that were 
war to break out between her and Englaml to-morrow, the Indian 
army would be tied to India for its dofonce, and we should 
f urther have to send some of our home troops to defend it. The 
force that would bo left aviulablo for tlio despatch of an exradition 
to Turkey to defend Armenia would bo so inferior in numbers to 
tho Russian invading army that no English statesman would dare 
to make uso of it for that purpose. All this is thoroughly underatood 
in Russia, where the military outlook is treated as altogether in 
her favour* Wltli regard to the political aspect, little can be 
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poiuted out to our ailvuntagd* AYe cannot make Hio Turks rulo 
Annonia better if Iboy rofui^c to tie so^ and we eannt^t occupy the pro* 
vince ourselves. We cuunot do this bocoufie, in the brat place^ the 
Turks would ohjoet ; in the fsecond Uus&ia would not allow us ; and 
in the third, the bulk of En^Iisli ojjiniun would be against a repeti¬ 
tion of the Egyptian occupation with all its trouble and expense and 
the cliatioes of inuunierable cinbroglios with the ficpntlcr tribes of 
Turkey, Persin and ilussia. 

But because wo cannot iujii^xly bterfero and atnclionito 
tile lot of AriuoniUj it does not necessarily follow that Turkey and 
England can, by diplomatic means, iireservo in definitely tho 
btatus The Tiin^s, which is never happy when it is not nag¬ 

ging, diidcs th^ ^ruumians for agitating an<l aj^pealiug to Europe 
ibr redress, Jt would have them apparently sit still and submit to 
ho robbed and dishonoured by the Turkis, This f^licy may bo all 
very well for a man in slippers and dressing-gown, writing his lending 
article at home after a coiutbi-table breakfast, in security and case; 
but it is childish to expect the iwople of Anueniu to submit to it* 
The Time*^ man hini>?idf would probably howl louder than any 
Arrnoniuii if hh house were plundered and Ids wife iind daughters 
subjected to dishonour* And now that, after years of suffering, 
the people of Arinenta have got llio car of Europe, they cannot 
bo f>lainod for making the most of their f^om|plaints. The danger 
of this is that^ England, as well as Europe, disgusted with the 
Turks, may bo carried nv/ay Ijy a passing emotion and ucciuiesco 
in a Uussiau oceupution of Anueula. if IIussia sees her chance 
of ]irofiting by sueJi a spasm of feeling sho will certainly avail 
herself of iL 

EnglaniPs commercial anti political interests in Aaia Minor 
arc as iinjvortant to-day as they w'ere wdicn iho Anglo-Tnrkish 
Convention was signctl. The public, howeverj are profoundly 
indifferont to thorn, tSo general is tho distrust of TurkoVi that! 
question whetlmr it veoubl bo jpossible to float any Turkish enter¬ 
prise in tins country just now, A short time ago there was a 
diglit teudoucy to touch Turkish investments, but it has been 
flpeedily quenched by tho opposite fooling. During this brief period 
COD cessions w'ci'o obtained by means of tho usual antouni of 
lacMiMt whieJi, in view of tho public distrust, are now practically 
worthless* None of these, however, were for ifhe Armenian dis¬ 
trict, whicli is loft noglocled and undeveloped. Meanwhile Bua- 
sia^fl expansion in tho Caucasus proceeds amainj and every day 
the material forces on one side of the frontier wax stronger, whifn 
tliose on the other become ]iroport]otiatcly weaker. If Iluasia is 
destined to he the Sultan's successor in Armenia, it h because her 
material growth is qualifying her for the post. 
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WILL RUSSIA BE SQUARED WITS 

ARMEmA? 


LoNDoif, 2Sthi 1890, 

R ussians aro waiting with invest for tli6 tusinoBS rcaults of 
the Kuiscr’fl visit to AleicnniJor III. TJio Kaiaflr is not a man 
given to pleasure, nor yet I'j iiieo l?iainarok'3 sueeessor, General 
Uuprivi. The two have not vis ii<id Hussia iornothlDg, and the co¬ 
rn md rum to solve is—what lias boon the aim of their joiltnej ? 
The answer of the Russians is tliat liuM^^la io turn is to reooivo her 
portion of the world’s territorial spoils now being s^harod hy Europe, 
Germany and England \ Portugal, Prance, and Italy have eiuih of 
them received largo slices of valuabto African territory—what is 
Russia to receive ? Of Africa there is little that is left worth having. 
The Western powers of Europe have appropriated most of Uio sea¬ 
board, and annexed on map the Dark Interior. During tho parti¬ 
tion Russia has made no sign* hiit she liaa not refrained from mink- 
ing. Years ago she had serious designs of establishing a hold u|ioii 
some portion of the Red Sea. It Wiis a loss up whetJier she or Italy 
would aharo the region with England and Franco. One has only 
to refer to the woi k oii Egypt* written by Professor Mi^rtens, of the 
Russian Porcigu Office, in to see how keenly Kuasia coveted 

a foothold in that quarter, Portuiiatoly she cither delayed her 
seiiflurc of a port too long, or was firmly held in chock hy the diplo¬ 
macy of the Webtern i>owerB, lliily—tliauks to 8ignor Crispi and 
the encouragement of England—stepped iuto the vacant placos 
that uoithor England nor France could take without mortally otFcnd' 
ing one another, and Russia lost her chaucc of becoming an Afri¬ 
can power. Thu volimteor raid of Awliinoff showed^ wlien too late, 
bow mucli she would have Ukwl to have become tho protector of 
Al>yasinia ; and although since that fia-ico she bus refrained from 
any further attempts to cstahliah a footing in Africa, she hna 
watched with envy and jealousy the rapid absorption of territory by 
Italy and other powers. Among themselves they have partitioned 
the African Oontmeut without taking Russia in the least into ac¬ 
count* After assailing and insulting Russia for years for hot earth- 
hunger in Asia, they have quietly auuoxeJ vast areas of rich and 
IcrtiJe territory compared with which tho deserts and oases of Tnr* 
kistan aro aa copper contrasted with gold- 

England, France, and Germany having had their fill, what U 
RiUisia to have ? If Franco had a right to exuot a fjuiti pro for 
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tha aeitlemout of Zanzibar, Rnasia in tnm has also a claim^ and in 
her ban da olaima however shade wj at ^rst, have a tendeacj to 
dssTitxie a very materialistic character* 3o far as England is conconl- 
ed, I do not think Russia is at all jealous of her growth on ^6 
^Q^bosi *, but Russia certaii^ is dissatisfied at the rapid acquisi-* 
tion of a colonial empire by Gfermany. Whatever tends to inoreaM 
Qerman power in Europe tends to weaken Russ^ninfluetioe; for 
with all our opposition to Ruasinn expansion in Turkey, Persia^ 
and Central Asia, Russia rightly regards Germany as her most 
dangerous oiKrtny and rival. If the sight of the German town of 
Narvaj giroaning under tho Russian yoke, may have oxeitod the 
seert^t anguish of the Kaiser last week, he cannot but have been 
southed and comforted by tho reflection that, wUhin the last twenty 
jrearsp German^f^ has upset the naval predominance of Russia 
in ^ the Baltic, ostablishcci by Peter the Great, and that the 
means are rapidly growing whereby afao may yet wroat from 
Rosaia the old Tautanic shore-ltna np to 3t, Petersburg 
before the end of the present centary^ No such bone of 
contention as the Baltic lies between England and Rnssta. We 
may do our hardest to stem the eastword advance of Russia, but wo 
do not hanker after a single acre of her territory. We are TivalBi 
but we are not enemioa. Quito the contrary is the case with Russia 
and Germany 4 The Germans do not like to see a fragment of their 
race inhabiting Riga, Rival, Narva, and other well'inown Baltic 
ports doin^obedience to the Ti^ar; and the Ruaaians OU their part 
are aunoved at the poaihility of being excluded once more, by soma 
untoward event, from the Baltic ojid the Northern Sea from an 
opening into Europe which has been theirs from a time when Pms* 
sia woa an insignificant duchy. We helped yon to grow} but for 
uayou would have been squelched by Austria and France over and 
over agoin'^ is the reproachful reminder of Russians to the statesmen 
of Prussia I and they consider it extremely unkind that Germany, 
now she is strong, should nourish any designs upon provinces which 
are absolntelj essential to the welfare of Russia, and in which aflor 
all the German population is by a long way in the minority. 

The Joy manifested by the Kaiser, however, over the acquisition 
of the few ‘*tator'' fields of Hdigolaml. because the island waa 
looked upon os German, indicates the keen desire of Germany to 
recover all stray portions of the Fatherland* Tlie case of tho Baltic 
provinces is worse than that of fleligoland* Tho islanders hod no 
complaint to make against the home rule we tolerated ; and there 
were only a few symbols of sovereignty to remind the patriotic Ger¬ 
man tourist that he was residing on British soil. In the Baltic pro- 
vincea of Russia the aspect ia very different. The German from 
Berlin oauaofc pa$a a day at Riga, RevaljOnd Narva without having 
35 
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ample evidence tbat the local German population la groaning 
nnaer a foreign joke* Wherever he cornea into contact with 
ofEcialdom, from registering his passport to purohaaing a postage 
atamp, he is remind^ that his language is under a ban, and 
is insulted if ho insists on uaing it* Oil all sides he hears his 
brother Germans complaining of the persecution in vogue ; and, if 
a Lutheran^ his rrfigious pasaiona are aroused by stories of 
inofEensive pastors languishing in prison, or sent to eaule in Siberia, 
for in sis ting on preaching ia German instead of a language they do 
not understand* In spite, therefore, of all Court flummery, the 
visit of the Kaiser to the Baltic provinces has not been without a 
certain amount of pain to the former* Events however are not 
ripe for the recovery of Higa and Eeval; and in the meanwhile, in 
oraer to neutralise France, it is bettei; for Germany to pretend to 
entertain a friendly feeling towards Kussta- Tins was alwiiys 
the policy of Prince Bismarck, who never Jrefuaed to gratify Russians 
whims, and assist her in aggressive designs so long as they did uei 
touch German interests* Consequently* were the Tzar to oecopy 
Erzeroum os a territorial sct-ofliagainst the recent European an-' 
nexatioDS in Africa, Germany would probably not only not refuse 
consent bnt would even afford her di]ilomattc support simply to 
keep matters quiet in Etiropo so far ua they concern hcraelf. The 
Tzar has a grievance against Germany for siding with Austria and 
preventing Russian intervention in Bulgarian affairs during the 
Last few years* This grievance Germany cannot direetjy remove ; 
but she could indirectly assist tiussia in salving her wounded seif- 
love, and reecvering her prestige, by winking at a Russian occupation 
of Armenia* Such an enterprise would take tho Hussisn pressure off 
the Austro*Qorman frond or and keep England quiet while Germany 
consolidated her annexations in Africa. 

And a ** swopping*' policy heing the humour of the hour tn 
Downing'-street, it is by no means impossible that Lord Salisbury* 
under diplomatio pressure, might oven consont to the occupation of 
Armenia, within oerULin definite limits, rather than risk a costly- 
war* For Turkey not a bit of sympathy any longer prevails in this 
country* It is agi'eed upon by all parties tliat she must speedily 
diejaud there is a general wbh that she should do so os eontfor^ 
ably as poesible. In spite of our great Asiatic interesis no Eng¬ 
lish statesman seems rlispoaed to recommend the paoiflcation of 
Armenia by the despatch of an force to Erzeroum; while it 

is admitted that the mi^^rule in Armenia ought not to be tolerated 
much longer. Russia, if she persecutes Germans in the Baltic 
region, knows how to conciliate the Armenians in the Caucasus; and 
•inca Europe will not take stops to establish an independent Ar^ 
menion Siatoj they ore ready and anxious that Russia should annex 
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tlifi country. Uatil recently Ruasia studiously repressed all agita¬ 
tion ia the Cauciisiis for annexing Armeiiia* Turkey on her part 
kept the frontier quiet* Whether the present ebunitiou of the Ar¬ 
menian population is solely duo to the dackoning of Turkish control 
over the Kurds, or whether Russia has been deliberately^ though 
eecrotly^ fomauting discord, with a view to the ooou^tion of 
province, it is difi^ult tu say* The fact remains that if Russia wants 
a pretext for occupying Armenia, a good one lies ready at hand; 
and in the present mood of Europe she might oven get it without 
any armed opposition on the part of Turkey, who is quite aworo 
that Russia is the predominant naval power in the Black Sea, and, 
while blockading ime Bosphorus, could lop qE the Eriseroum pra- 
vinco without any hope of Turkey being ablo to prevent it on land. 
England, with her squeezable statesmen, would of course yield ta 
the pressure of ovonts* 
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nVSSUJi ORTHODOXY AX'D A RELIGIOVS 

TZAR. 


* Londoit, Av^tt lOtit, 1888. 

A t first sight tberd wonld appear little in the Bnssian festivities 
in connection with the celebration of the SCOth anniretpaiy 
of the introduction of Cbngtianity into Htissla to interest either 
India or England; and, so far as the latter is concerned, iscareely 
anything at all h|^s been published on the subject. And ^et there 
most be something ia the religions progress of 100 millions of 
of Christian Bussiaus to furnish food for reflection. For the 
first time for centuries a rhally pious Tzar occupies the throno, 
Speaking gene rally ^ the soveroigns of Hussia, with the exception, 
perhaps, of the Autocrat Nicholas, have been, from a moral point 
of view, a bad lot. The livts of mbst of them have been written 
ill blood, and their relations with women would furnish a fine 
theme for tho Puritan editor of tlie Fail Mall Oazetlffj were not 
Mr, Btead a rabid advocate of every tiling Bnssian^ Tho present 
Emperor takes after the Grand Duke Vladimir, who inlroducod 
Ohnstianity into Hu9sin 900 years ago, rather than tho sovereigns 
who have o(Scapied tho throne since Peter tlio Great. Do is a 
good husband, a hind father, and un excellent family man. In 
every rospoct he is a model of purity to his court, and although 
love intrigues mity bo carried on behind his back, tho game is a 
very dangerous one, and is apt to got the culprit into diBgrace. The 
lost reign was a reign of free love, and St* Petersburg was one of the 
gayest cities in Europe, To-da 3 ^, unfortnoiites hardly dare to 
show themselves on the streets, all tho gay houses insiac the city 
have been closed, and only a few arc tolerated in the suburbs. 
That the people of fit. Petersburg are more moral is questionable; 
indeed figures are against it, the total of foundlings received at 
the Foundling Hospital last ^'car (amount!eg to seme thousands) 
being tho largest on record* Still, vice outwardly is not so ram¬ 
pant, and it is possible for a girl to walk along the Novsky after 
dark without being molested—a thing impossible under the f^givne 
of Alexander II., and etill impossible in Regent-street and the 
Strand* I bod occasion during my winter stay at St. Petersburg 
to traverse tho Nevsky almost nightly for nearly three montbe* 
and waa struck with tho Puritan stilioess that prevailed* Out¬ 
wardly St. Petersburg is completely changed ; the Police-master, 
Qeneml Greaser, does his utmost to carry out moral sentiments 
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of hla maator^ Tho refoTin, howerort does not extead boyoad the 
capital* Troops of uafortuaatoa atill parade the streets of Moscow 
day and night, and iu one qnnrter vice is aUowed to rear its head 
with an eifrontery hardly equalled elsewhere in Europe« 

The T^ar is not only a good foratly man, loving his wife with 
an a^ection surprising^ cousideriug the circumsianccs under which 
they wore married ;*but, like Mr. (Jludstone, ho is fond of attend¬ 
ing church, and next to his favourite relaxation of chopping wood, 
enjoys notbiug better than to listen to the chapel choir. If the 
religious bent of Mr, Qkdstone's miud takes'^ with certain 
classes in England, so also does the pioty of the present T^ar 
endear him to tho majority of his subjects* The popularity of 
Aleiander 111, in this respect, indeed, is inSnitoly greater than 
that of Mr. Gladstone; because whlk the latter is not the fa¬ 
vourite of churchmen owing to hia attacks upon the Anglican 
Church, and impresses by his religious iervour only the Noncon¬ 
formists, the former is the champion of the Kusso-Greek Churchy 
and the staunch defender of its interests at home and abroad, and a 
drm believer in tho doctrine that makes him the representative 
of tho Almighty in directing its destinies on earth. The Tzar, 
most people already know, although 1 do not see why most people 
should treat it as a defect or crime, is intensely national, and this 
feeling influences the church as well as everything else. The late 
Euwror concerned himself very little about religions matters; 
with the present one they are part and parcel of his dnrdy exj^^tonce. 
It is notorioui, indeed, that tho Procureur of the Holy Synod, 
Pobiedonosthcff, while carrying out a national policy in regard to 
the church, manages to put his spoke'* in politics also. When 
Alexander II, conquered Turkistan, ho subordinated church affairs 
to political needs by not only allowing tbe mollahs to convert tbo 
heathen Kirghiz to tbo Mnssulman faith, but went out of his way to 
build them mosques also* The aim, of course, was to conciliate the 
Mahomedans in Central Asia. Tlie present Emperor will tolerate 
nothing of that sort, Itecently a baton of popes were sent to convert 
the Tekke Turkomans of Akhal and Merv to the liiisaoMOrcek 
faith, and missionaries are to he sent in the autumn to Khiva and 
Bokhara- It is not believed that pressure will bo used to convert 
the nativesj but for the future the primary rcUgion iu Central 
Asia will bo'tho Uusso-Greek, ,ind tho Mahomedans, in spite of 
their fanaticism, will have tu take back scat." 

More significant, however, is tho attitude of the Russian Gov¬ 
ernment towards tho Tuitherau faith- At tho recent Lambeth 
conference it was decided to initiate measures for bringing about 
a closer union between the Anglican and tho Northern churches 
of Europe, Had Dean Stanley boon alive, he would have probably 
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iDtlndcd Rufisja 1:1 Uie ositepfory, Tlio Itowover* af briapitiij 
abont a union hfltwoon the AngUyim and tbti RtiS'^o-Grrook churches 
has diod away, Tliore was uuvor iiiucli vitality in the idea. Al¬ 
though m certain doctriuo^ the two clmrcbcs may approach otiu 
another closed y, in practice they are arf witlo apart as the Pajial 
Obnmh from Diforiiiomsm. The Kuf^iiiaTis never favoured the idea 
very mEicIs, Imt tlu^y cnrtiiiiily did a decade or two' a;jo re^^ard the 
Lutlioraii Hhurcb witli more tenderness than tliey could cverieel with 
resjNict to othei; hraikedus of relif^hius woi^lii]^ This is no lon^for 
the oasts. The conJliel with the ticnnaiis in tlje Baltic iVovijicos 
has }provokod tm OHtrau;.fouh^nt. hptwcon the ltds’Jo-Qrcck ami Pro- 
teshuat i'oli|rions. The popes look upon the Uennan ]auditors of Ki^a 
atui ^l^'vcl as dcj^TiitSj aiiid ilie perseenied [lastors have iiiilt.ated 
Jlmthci In resisting 1 J 10 dt^uv^i-s of (ho iLiissian Governinejit in a 
innnrier tleit hi\^ hnl to already dO or 40 huiii^ sent into oxilo. 
Under AIoTiandcr ti the litit.licivm pustors w^ere allowed, if not 
enef>niMj.fesh to insike converts anujii^ the Estlioiiiiins and other 
hrokcsi races nJ’ Lhit Ihiltu-r rrovijurcs, Now ooiiversiou is pcnmtt(‘d 
only to iho oriliodox ehurdi^ and tlic liUEiiernn pastiar.^ who makes 
a jiros'dyte is pioinptly pul. lu prison* Durkii;^ the last few yours 
more than a fieov" of iJnsso iireek (-InirLdirs li;ivo Ixtcii orfschsrf 
111 I he Jhiitio Ih tivinces. ifud eul lieLlrJirN nl l^evel, and Narva* 

Unrdly a wee): paS'^ts without lire \^jiolesaie conversion g|' 
th,jnian^' — soioetiiiies haH'-a ilo^cn vlllaeeti at a stroke — huiii^ 
rccunhnL fJoii^-luiireEl [loj^e.s pervade Ou' country^ ainl ronllictis 
helwf'e.u lljein atui the Lutheran pa^^tors are of i'mpient 
recurrence The dientidioTi of tlie tit'rTna:^ Kiidc by the IbitMi 
ami Aaiiiijeaii lb Me Soeiettes is furlcdilen r and alter tlio end 
of tills y<cu :!n‘ liUthLOMn pn-stors will liavi^ to read from th« 
llns> iaii Bible. rttjnsiderhiiv 1h:if the majority of tho pastorj^, 
iu common witli their llor-k'j^ aro ii^noraiit of i.hc Kussian lan^^iia^o, 
tbiH law IS indeed :i pcrsccutin” ineii'iiire. However, tho 
Tiiar has conumtted ininselt' to a 1 1 liter coutiiet with the Lutb^^Tans, 
f iid tliert^ is very little uhnnoo ofili.s law beiu;^ abro^nt<id— CtiT~ 
tainiy not ivliilo PohicdonoKi<teff osierritcs prc<iojtuniiot iiiftncnco* 
Your renders may roiuembor iiie snnh ho roconiJy ailmiuistored to 
certain forei^^u ProtosLaiit. bodies wlio adilres'^ed him with itsforonco 
to this }ifnsocuLioii* plidnly as possiblo^Jit) declitred 

tliat the Ftussiiin tfovemnient intended to stand no nonsense from 
nou-orthodos faiths, and tlio hitter would have to submit to the de¬ 
crees of Ujo Synod, wliatcvor they might he. 

This intolerant attitudo has boon ixseri bed to be simply duo to 

E olitical aniruosity against tlio Gormans, but tliis is not the case. 

luring tho late Emperores reign there was a grievous fall in g off 
from orthodoxy. Whole districts abandoned themselves to Dissent, 
36 
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Innumerablo sects sprung up ovary whore, and one ol' Uioiti^ 
Btundism^ numbered tons of tmisandsot'i'ollowora. Now BtundisU, 
or HusJsian Baptists, have muob in common with the reli^rjous 
practices of Lutherans, If Btundism was not uctoally Pro¬ 
testantism, it'was next door to iL Ccrt-iujily it wifcj cioaor to it 
than many bniuelios of NoncoidbnuisLs arc to the Anglican 
Church. Alexaiidi^r 1L ihd little to ciicck the moveniout, 
notwithstanding that the Stimdists* besides rejocliii" this poises 
questionod the divine attributes ascribed by orthodoxy to the TKur. 
Theadoptionofthc.se indejKJiidout views by eutiro tt^msivos wu.s 
regardou as a matter of course, or hdei ahsd IjocanisC! the Kiiipuror hud 
enoug]i to do to put down j>olitical hon^sy wttliouL involvijig liiiOF^elf 
in. r<^igioaa war* Hero again the present Tkut has adopted a 
totally different policy. Dissouhjrs generally arc hu.ving a very had 
lime of it in Kus^iia just uow', and noxf to being a Nihrlist. there is 
no worse crime than to add tu tho nmidax's ot‘ a setit. Those who 
are already Btundists have to submit to uttcnipfs of missionaries to 
oonvorl them back to the dmrdi, atteudaneo atTho meetings organ- 
ip&d by the pot»oa in the dissenting dbtriels being com puhory, 
and woo botide th^ mail who re.sponds too jeudilj'' lo tbe izivitalTou 
to join in the discussion« If ho prove too tough nu aiitagoncsi, 
he is a marked man, and soon has u Jonruey gratis provided for 
him to Siberia, or the tUuucastia, tlie latter being a favourite place 
of esilc for Disseuiers. Biiico the present Eiiq^cror ascejided ilio 
throne, probably some hmidred.'i oS the leading J ^jjscnteis of 
Russia have been sent into exile for life. Ten or twenty years* 
exile for ‘‘parvarting a soul from otljodoxy*' is a very common 
punishment,. Perhaps it is becauso the punishnient is so cojiimou 
that the Kev. T. Lausdei has never deignoJ to uotiee it. 


The growUi of Dissent is corhiinly one of the chief reasons 
why the Eussian Government is so iU-ilisposed just now towards 
Lutheranism, It no more believes in froodoin of 1 bought in 
religious matters than it does in politu^s, A man who is born 
orthodox must diu orthodox under pain of imprisonment or extlo^ 
Jt may be remombered that a few years ago, whou the Russian 
Government wished to put down at a stroke the flickering feeling 
in favour of Proe Trade, it suddenly one morning sent 3io poHoo 
to all the libraries and bookshop?? in th^ Empire, and every 
tK)ok on Free Trade was seized and destroyed, The rising 
generation of Russia 13 now growing up ignorant of Free Trade 
beyond what it may occasionally gather from the foreign 
press ; and to own a copy of Adam ISmitb^s “ Wealth of Nations” 
18 to render one’s self liable to six months* imprisonment* This is the 
sort of policy that it is also pursuing towarJa non-orthodox literature. 
As nature abhors a vacunmp it La eudoavouring to fill the gap with 
a host of orthodox pablicationSf many of which would have 
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provided raro miitorials for the author of tbo IncoHsby 
lingeiida had thoy boon extant in hia tiinei Tile chiLdiahnoBa 
of aoino of thoso productions is so amazing that^ whoit I read 
some of the latest in the publishing department of the Holy Synod 
in Februaryt I rubbed my eyed and aaked myself whether 1 was 
not living in tho Ume of Iho blessed Saint Vladimir nine conturka 
ago, insloiid of in the presqnt yoiir of graco, 1 sayjihis without any 
disrespect for a church, for which, in general, 1 have a good deal of 
Eympiithy* When 1 lir&t went into tho interior of llixssia, a lad, and 
could not oat the black broad, the pope of the village—‘for whom I 
have still high esteem—used to sonu me daily communion bread 
from tho church, and this is by no means the only net of kindness 
I have roccived at the hands of tho occlosuLstica of ilussia. Many of 
them share my view that tfio present tendencies of tho Synod aro 
not calculated to do the church good, but to harm it. Evince l^obiedost-' 
fluff became uU-powerful, there has been a cessation to that raovo- 
ineiit of progress inside the church whicli seemed likely to jjut a stop 
to Ui^iseut in a more permanent manner than the presoni policy, Btilh 
as this policy is uccompauiud by (Jtftiot Tolstoi’s policy for ourtailmg 
education atuong tlu^ masses, by coufining public instruction to 
children of tbe upptsr grades, it may bo attended with success for ft 
ti>iio, and even lead to what is berfeved to be likely to boconic a 
feutnro of tho fuluro, namol^’-, a ilnvolopmeut on a largo scale of 
the missionary 111 oven lent, UjM.o now Russia has done little in 
this liue, buyond csiiabbshing a mission in Japan and con verting 
the aborgirml races of iSibcrial^ (Jiiristiuiiity ; hut tlie operations 
against the Stumlists, the attacks on tho Lutherans in the Baltic 
Provinces, ard tla^ despatch of inisstouarics to Central Asia 
collectively coustitulo a inovmucnt that may load to cru&adcs in 
uneipoetod directions. Whom T^ar, Goveiumcnt, and people aro 
stimulated by such iiunivorsiirios as thuh of the iniroductioa of 
Ohristiaiiity into ilusaia to imitate the exploits of (Saint Vladimir* 
it is iiuiiolltic Lo disregard the display ot fanaticism that has 
rovealtid itself lu several respects iu connection with the celebratiaa 
at Kicff. Vladimir simply told his subjects to bocomo Christians, 
and they obeyed. From this the moral is deduced that had sueoeod^ 
ing rulers of Jtussia boon Hrnior with subject races, there would 
Imvc boon, religious unifortiiity prevailing throughout tho Einpiro 
to-fluy* This ifl uot merely :i hint for the Lu tho ran (re r mans, out 
for the Mussulmau Tartars. &c., as well. The Moscffto Gazette 
th'nks little difiieulty will he exjHjriejiccd in making Russo-Groek^ 
of nil the Turkoinau?, as Ihoy aro not thorough Muhomodaus, It 
will bo iuteresling to watch the experimsut at ABkabod and Merv- 
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BARTER m TRADE Am POLITICS. 




LusduN* 24tK 

r REE eireumstiin<K'S—^thc visit of Sij^Dor (Vinpi to Priiiqc 
Bjsmarek, Pie reportcti ontbroak in AfcrlijiD-Tin kistaa, an<i tbo 
publication of Sip lloliert Mormr's (Ios|Vitcb on openin;' uji a sun 
trado witii Silwrin-^iiave provukod this week wid^j and incossant 
discussion of the pOBsibijitied of jhcaco and wav in Kuvo[m* Early 
in t.hs week tike tvouccssion to ( Japtain Wi^^fiTs to trailo, tiirilf-froe, 
with Silteria tor live years, w'as rsidhiy si.ccepicd us an indicatloa 
that Russia was anxious to ontiT into IVieTfjly iTirdions witli ns- 
The echoes oftho congratulatfous of thoVewv |iro-ltns7iian papov"^ lutd 
liard'ydinti away when the tclugrains from India of a ri.-i]iig in 
Afjfhaii-Tnrkistiiri againt^t the Amir t^tartod ufresh a flood of ho-itilo 
criticism against Russia and iier ht^udion wavs, Tlio Urst event wos 
altogether exaggerated, altliongh tlm Pall JAJ/ GiiZ^lte did not 
stand alone in its erroneous \lednotions from it M r, Stxjad 
reecutly paid a two or three weeks’ visit to St- Fotrrs- 
hurg, and imagined that ha^ got; up Itn^sian polities in a 
inaunur that will euable liiin for the futnvc kaoek every Kub- 
kiophohe into a cooked hat Your n^adeiM nv^" prol^ddy aetpuiinLed 
with the tourist who visits two or three Indian jiorl^ in tl^o eonrse 
of a homeward trij^^aud considori hini.^iclf an expert in IntMan affairs 
ever afterwards, i raiiviuber the ca^e of a dissoiilmg intnittor 
who once came with a letter of inirodtietu>n to meat Sk Petersburg, 
lleliadheengivoji a free ticket by Mr, Wilson, oft he Wilson ldiie,auil 
stiiyoil four days at St, IVt^srsInirg, during wliieli ho csruiiOtl very 
liUlo about, being a man fimd of sitting at his ease ami enjoying 
the good things; of tliU life, whether solid or liquid. On his way 
homo tbo stOLimer stop|>fid at Oopimhageii fora few boure to en.iL 
When winter c-nuo round, the disTrict in whidi he minisUncd WfS 
woil placarded wiih jiostora auuoimcing tlr*t on Buch and such a date 

tho liov*--—would deliver an illustrateJ leoturo ou bis “ frLivels 

in the Baltic, Scandinavia, and tlie Russian Einjure, innhidjiig a 
descriptive account of Jife and iciatnuTS in Stockholm, tJopcuhageni 
St- Pctoi'shurg, Moscow, Kijni Novgorod, War.saw, anti OJossa.’’ 
Mr- Stead reminds me of this iniiilsfci^ He has had a few chats ivitli 
n few Hu:i£Lan officials, and faiielcs bo lias brought liomc the eutiro 
policy of the whole Russian Empire in Jiis pooltct-book. To the 
average Russian hia articles on the politics of the conutry inn at 
revive rocolleetioiis of the fininy parts of tho diary of tile Shah of 
Persia. Mr. Stead is perhaps a litUo inoro in earnest than Nassr- 
ei din; bat os this earueatucss is expended more m propagiiting 
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urre>3h oldideus tbuii ia imparting new iiiloriuation, it does not add 
much to tlie value of his remarks. 

One of the notioi^s Mr* Sicad revives is tliat if we were friends 
with Riissiu commercial reciprocity would eiisno between the two 
countries and both hereafter would be cYtTlasLiu^ily embracing each ^ 
oilier in bustnci$e^ Whilo in Itussia he met Uoaut Iguatien, ifrlio 
ratlier oiicourii^ed tlic ido^, altlion^li 1 do not believe he went as 
far as Mr» ^tcad malics out* And ilien the editor of the Pali 
Afull ([uof.ori tlnV. olioico slaiemciii from **mi English resident 

ill the EiiHt' (ijr pojrliiip.s i]i KurUwoodJ who used those words;-* Tlio 
Kiissiau pcusiiul. cannot IVod the Lomloii artisaii, nor can the l^hcfiSeld 
outlrrs sell their knives to the liiii^sian nioujik—btseause w'hy? 
IWaiisc aHCtxjf (iod-foi^ahen wrcdchcs v ilh]>en!« in thf'ir binds, in 
jS|.. rctcrslmrg a*nd in Jjtutdoii, kcoj^ on ih\y a Tier day* gibing at 
oarb other, malleach oilier, and iiitpiding iillmaiinfir of evil 
iigiiiac-L England and If uiili) on each side it begins to be bidiev- 
ed that lludr first ilut v lu eacli olhot is not 1-0 exchange products 
for manuhiidnrcs, and r,daUiit-h good relalioiiH based upon innlnal 
interoliango of surplus oomniuiiilit'^s but to exflimige iiiaolts and tn 
]‘rn[iare 1o intAO'changc tiJiuts* This has a pnfl djbdon prizc-liko 
appearance^ liut if is a siakne.nf that will uot wash. Etom 
ip.'giuiiiiig f.o eiitl if is sinijdy u liat i.lif ii rcivi t'Ut of speech call *'rot/’ 
Tlie emniucixjiai of J,vn''sia bus jiolhiiig wliaLover to do with 

politics, Wpeating subject. Io forriviioin i ivinuot call to mind a 
sin<Tlo instai^L'O lioi'iim tlii- iirtrit iwent.v years wJitiro I lie Russian 

I 1 f“ I r 

tarirt'has been altercel against Enghind boeausii of the hostile Iccl- 
ijigd subsisting befwceti the two uoimtrios* Theij change in the 
HIissiaii tai'iii i’j always disoiif?scJ, and nioslly well discusseih be¬ 
forehand ; im.l in excess the Minister of iriuiitice iiUvaya explains 
elaborately m flic oH'ieial jiross the reasons causing liirn to mako 
the alteration, so that it is easy’' to oorrucl me if 1 am wrong. In 
ilie course of my Rti.ssiau reading—and for many years now* I have 
tciid tlic Russian pajuTs daily a» regularly aa 1 Imvereadtha 
English“l have iieicr seen ovoii a nou-ofticial, let alone a somi- 
oflicbh print advocato that Russia should ojipose our podlical 
hostility with iioi tar itr, nor yet yioiut out that the w'cn[ion has 
over bocii used. Yet lierc is Mr, E>t(^ad pretending that tbo 
warfare bofweon tlm English and Russian ]iross h the cause of 
tho heavy duties on English maiiufacfures current in Russia, and 
without iiio slightofst basis of truth in Jiis asserlioJi, putting it for¬ 
ward, in the Hugo of “an English gentlemiur resident iii the E:iat^” 
as an absoLiite fact. 


Afbnf this, it is not surprisfiug to iinJ ilic Pail Mail Gazeitt 
refarriug lo Captain Wiggins^ outerprise m opening the door to 
El Eorado, and paving ihg way to ix great tradt% if England will only 



GH^KlrEB MARVm. 


kso 


pursue a more noij^hbourly policy townrda Russia," In other words, 
wo are to ^veup Oouatontmoplo for tbo ri^lit to export gold^rdsih- 
ing macliiuery^ duty-free^ to Sibc^ria for a tow years. Not a very 
good bargain this, but the I^all Mall like Professor Bnld- 

^ win, revels in being up in tlio cloods, in the first place, tho 
ez^traodoQ of gold longuiehes in Siberia, not because it has beon 
impossible to convey heavy inacliitiery, to tbe iiiino b— plenty of 
equally heavy niachiuery is constantly being hauled over Siberian 
roads—^but because in Ural Siberia tlie inJuistry^ iii so fettered 
by red tape and corruption that liusi^ians refuse to ' embark their 
time anil money in the enterprise ; while in Pacific Siberia, where 
gold is ten times more plentiful, the (^overjimoiit lias purpo^soly 
gagged tbo industry to prevent a gold rusli to t^ie A moor. For 
years tbo Russian authorities h,iye boon in fear of a rush of 
American diggers to the Ainoor j-cgion* followed by the possible 
hoLsting of the stars and stripes i aud to preyen'^ Ibis occurring, 
gold milling in the Amoop territory is placed niider onerous res- 
trictionSf aud no foreigners arc allowed to hold or bo over 
employed in tho mines, Such' being the easo^ the opening up 
of a aea trade with tho Siberian rivorrf will really exercise no 
more influence ou the Etussiau gold industry than the discovery 
of Stanley iu Africa upon the price of ghee in Allahabail, 

Respecting Captain Wiggins' concossio]! 1* wish to say 
as little as posaihio. Captain Wiggins U a Huprciwdy plucky 
seaman^ who has worked so hard on beliair of the Siberian 
sea trade with so tittle encourage in cut (Voni England or 
England's mercluiutaj that if he oaii manage to make a 
little pile in five years, no one will be mere delighted than 
myself. It was Wigging who first pointed out the path to Kor- 
deuskjold ; and had the iSundorland navigator bc<ni as well siip[jort- 
ed as the Bcandiaavian, the hoDour of diisijovcriiig Lhu sea passage 
along North Siberia to the ocean would have fallen to thi.s countiy. 
After years and years of dirfaiipointineuU and rehuffii borne with 
admirable patience, Captain Wiggins has at Jongth had tho good 
luck to find iu Robert, Moricr uu Auibas^judor willing to (lodiis 
utmost on bohulf of 13ritish trailc, Porhaj>s there is a personal 
element iu the matter, os Sir Robert Morior's sou has joined the 
adventurers/* 1^ aecompiny (bi[iUiii Wiggiiw on hia first 

voyage this season ; but, at any rato, Captain Wiggins haa secured 
a start, and 1 sincerely ho^ie he and those who help him will got 
plenty of profit out of their five years' operatious, whatever the 
ultimate future of the trade* Regarding that, I ilo not believe it 
will be very important, for the simple reason that the moment it 
asBumea ohy proportions, Russia will crush it with Iir^r tarifi. Idr, 
Bteud speaks of reciprocity Iu oommorce being in favour iu high 
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places^* in Rnssia ju^jt now. This is nonsense. Grant Jgoatielf 
may boHovo in rooi[irooityj beoaus© the Count is a vory clover 
Miuistor of broad liberal views, wlioso oscollont regime as Minister^ 
of tiio Interior k still re^rettyeJ by many Russians ; but he has no 
influenco ut all just now, and can no more aftect Russian trade ^ 
policy by Itis opinions tljsui the rrosident of tlio Fair Trad© Loagfee 
can alter the course of coiununciul policy in this u^uatry. 

The fact of the matU.‘r h that Ruf^shij at Ibo present momeDt* 
is as rajdclly jiffub^ctioiiist as tlm ineinbers td tliii CodtfeTi Club are 
rapidly dovoied to free trade. I'cojde hi lii^^di places, as well aa 
people in low, aro convinced [bat eteady adboronco to protection 
can alone f^uve Hiissia. It k not simply that i'rco trade la unpopu¬ 
lar wilh thin or tiiie otlurr finance Muddler; it is unpopular in 
society alto^e 11 1 Cr* Tiif! causes of fids are not difficult to seek* 
Russia is p^o-cn 1 i^n;^^niLly sm aj^ricultural country^ At one tini© 
her pro^;pe^ity ilcpended yniircly upcni the agricultural and pas¬ 
toral pnmufs ol bur popnlafion. Those were the ^ood old times 
when gold imptTials were us. eoninisunsldackherries, and the people 
knew not the ]>ains of ]3aper money, tlm pi Ivor rouble being worth 
tho good round sum of three iind-siN* Then came the change 
from wood to iron, with tlio corresponding Tcvolution in fbo pro¬ 
ducts rerpiiit'd for m.inlvintl, and I'ullowciJ 1 )y the rapid riso of 
competition on flac jiavt of tlic colonioh established by Englnxtd 
abroad. I^issmn fallow yjolded to Australiiin fat, Russian wool 
wa? undersold by <-apc fleeces, Russian iicni]) by Indian jute, 
and Russian timincr by wood froiri f'anoda* Finally, America 
aud Indm iu succession attacked with success Russian com in 
tho markets of Europe, am! left her without a product to rest 
upon except petroleum While this transformation was in pro¬ 
gress, there w.is a period when Russia, notable in the sixties, was 
strongly tempted to go in for free trade. Her tariff then was 
quite n mild on© ooiupnrod with that in force tcMky. In Hosrow, 
Katkoff was an ardent advocate of reciprocity ; nud in St. Peters¬ 
burg, Kraevsky, one of the best journalists Russia ever had, 
supported the idea iu the Golos. The fit, however, did not last 
long* The rapid growth of Amoriean competition in the oora 
trade provoked a general four that if Russia relied ton 
much on her field products she might bo mined, and 
appeals became urgent that everything should be don© to 
stimulate manufactures at homo. Katkolf was on© of the first 
to throw over free, and the rest of tho press soon followed his ex¬ 
ample. The r©-action reached a culminating point a few years ago 
when policemen went round fa all tho libraries and removed every 
book doscribing or supporting free trade* To-<lay free trade is 
regarded by the llussiau Govorniuent as poison; and he who 
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surreptitioujsly reLiJa or cauctials oa liis premiss a copy of Adam 
Smith's Wealth of Kations"' liablo to six months iinprisoo' 
inent ag a common felon. This is what tho Pail Mall GazetteatWs 
^'reciprocity btiin*; in high places.^' Mi * Btead^s eyes would Irttve 
been oponod had he tried to smuggle a copy of Adam dmith in 
limis across tho iroutior* 

" The peasant cannut leod the London urtlsan, nor 

can the'Shefhold cutlers soli their halves to the Russian moujik,*^ 
not because newsj^apers wrangle, hut bcouiiso Russia wishes the 
Rnaaian peasant to feed the KiisHian artisan, and the Itussiaii cutlet 
to sell knives to the iRussian monjik. iiu-^siu is most anxious to sell 
her produce ; but she wants earili tor it, not mauufactures* Mr. 
Stead*9 dream ot Hu^siu, being couteiit to grow corn lor 
the Eagligh artisan, mid receive iu return withunt duty 
the good9 manulUctui'od at l^lriuiegbain ^ and Bimilield, is a vor^ 
pretty one; but it is a mere visiim—nothing more, Russia s 
desire to become a grout mmui fact tiring power is stronger, 1 
believe, than her desire to possesfk (.'o]istaLitiuo[iIr^ mid, at :tuy rabj, 
shows itself more I'rc^tucmtly, Lvory low nioiillis tlio Uirift' is 
carofally overhauled by ilio Goveiniueut, miJ any import wJueh 
begins to expand too freely is quirkly .■'Ubj*‘:ded to a new iluty* 
Somotijiios quite a taiilf sviu'exists bctweim Russia imd Uerm-inyj 
and retaliatory mcitsuros of the two trade rivals udsrd with 
politics !u discussions; but wo eseajio all that. Itussiiv may tax 
our goods as much as she likes^ iui<l ovtiu supjuei's bmnclies uf 
English business at a siroke ; hut wo never retaliate, mul luoiee a 
tariff war between the two couTitries iinpus-^fble. All that Russia 
tinuks about wlien slio alU^rs her Larilf against n^' is to Imje ove 
her oomiiioreiiLl posilleu, and tbo political factor never iatorferes 
with the matter at ulL A striking instumui is coal —rm^iou^hly an 
ariicU wliieli Mr, Btead selects as one wbieb Russia mlgiit allow to 
outer duty-free in return fur Ru.ssiau o<irn if “ we pursued a more 
neighbourly policy,” or, in jdalnor terms, if we bandrd over Asia 
Miuor with (Jonstantinopic to Jtussia* rVrnieHy English eoal was 
imported iuto Itu^^ia duty-free. This was allowed, not out of 
toikderuesfl for Euglimd, theu under Mr, (jlladritorie's control, hut 
because the coiLstLnqdlon uf English coal f^av'cd Kassiu^s forest (mid 
Husaia is very auxious bo [ire^erve bor liniber supply h ami because 
the only large coal dopof^tts wore situatei out of tim roach of 
steamora and railways, Tlio moment, howtiver, the railway 
sjfitein peoetratud to tim Donot^s I'ugion^ aud ratiiiflculious began 
to spread from that great carboniferous area to the soulhurii parts, 
Kiissia found, of course, that English coal coinp^ded with the native 
article, atid imposed a small duty upon all that entered the Olack 
Sea» The duty was purposely a low euo, becuuso the Ubtorul 
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provinces conti^in no fuel ; ami Lenoe the rail ways and fact:oTie[!j 
until the native siij>j>ly was Isir^e enough, depended tipoQ the coal 
mine?^ of England. In the Baltic^ to which it was impossible to 
send a large saj^ply of cheap Hni^sian coal, no duty at all wns ^ 
impoi^cd. After a while the duty in Iho Black Sea was again 
raised, and then a third time ; ami tlio native supply being now 
consiihsred powerful enoiigti to moot liiissiu^s soutflern wants, the 
duty was proUiliitive that Kngland^s tra^le hi coal in the 

IVbok Sea—niijgiiig lietween two and Llirco miJlmn tous yearly — 
iilmost ent irely ceased. At the sanuj time sufficient ineuus of inter'* 
course with tho Baltic had lH»eu csUUlislied to allow uf li assian coal 
hi!lag sold at Sh reU'fsburg; hetiee a small tliil.j was aTso imposed 
fju <to:d coming U> t^ronstailt^ Beceutly, owing to tlie Bonetn pits 
h:n iiig become flooded in the si>ring, thcTo WfW a dearth of coal in 
Soulh itiis.sia and a cri^s " Look place in tlie trade; hut tliis 
Is only tetnponiry, and in a year or two Itussia will produce every 
bit ol' eoai she j'e^iuirus, .mil a'-pires even to export it from tliR 
Blai k Sea to tlio Mediterranean*^ Already nljo exports a little 
from her Vistula miuoii! h) fTermniiy, Siirdi being tho case, if 
Mr* Sfcuil's idea were carried out and wc surrendered flonsiautino- 
plu for ibo right hi export coal to ItussTu duty-lVec one of two 
tilings would occur—cdllier Kjigli'li coal wouhl ifinu^li up tlio 
llussiaii coal trade, which 1 mu sure Jlusisiu would nover allow, 
since it Ls itosiP too inipjrfanf, or else Ku’^sia, hahig well supplied 
with a chcjf^j lioiiie-sup,dy, wotihl reijuirc no English coal at alh 
Mob! likely the latter wouM he the l asc* 

——^ - 
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fllJIE small value I athicheil to flic concession gmoted to Cap* 
1 fain Wiggins is home out by a pcviisal of the ofneJal decfoo. 
Tlicj ctfjice^^&ioii proves to bo no concession at al] in llic sense that 
Cojiipany proiiiohTS in l.ondoTi make use oJ the term* Free trade, 
i*ni tmh/hi c^rtahi aytlcl*'ifj is anow'cd hi the Old river for one year, 
and in the Yonciiid foi’ five ; the Oovertt^nefit 

rt^l/ the rhyht ht fi.eat n-iuj womcni the masttniutn of the oooJs to he eo 
Jn other ivords, wdionevtr the foreign merchant begins to 
do a good in a certain article, he will be liable at any 

moment to receive a telcgrajdne decree putting a stop to any for- 
tlier importation This is very poor cncourageiuent indeeJ; and 
if it be borne in mtnd that Ibo concession appUc» to the Obi 
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river only' one year, becanse the basin of that river h now tied to 
Russia hy rail way, it is opon to Inference that the extension of 
the railway system to the V^enesci system within the next five 
years will cause the Russian Government to refuse a renewal oftho 
ooncosBion. I have before me the copy of a loni^ memorial, sij^ed 
by one hundred end sixty of the leading; niorcUauts of Mijni 
Novgorod Fair, in which they point ont that, thanks to this railway 
extension into Siheriaj liussia U<^uite able to supply Liberia with 
the articles England proposes to in trod nee, and urgp thitt the Gov¬ 
ernment shall do its utmost to restrict to the smallest proporttoiis 
the privileges accorded to Cai^btiiu Wiggins personally* I have 
very little doubt that this will be the case, the exaggerated estimates 
placed upon the valuo of the concession hy the English j>ress causing 
the newspapers of Russia to angrily defiiand that the trade shall be 
kept out of foreign hands. 

Some time ago a commission appoiuteil hy the General Staff 
to select the starting ]Joiut of the Traoscnsidan lUilway unaui* 
inously reeommendod the transfer of the }iort from Akuu Ada to 
Krasuovodsk* General AnuenkoH:, however, who would rutiler see 
money spent upon an extonBion from SeamarkImnd to Taskkctit than 
upon the eighty miles of line from Kivusnovodsk to Mullu Kari^ 
w'hich would bo necessary if tho port of A^un Ada w^re superseded, 
and who, moreover, was ]>flrsonally respoDsihle for the provioug 
transfer of the starting point IVom Michaolav.sk lx? Aznn Ada, 
opposed the recommendation ; and in ordt^r to allow ilJe matter to 
bo discus-sed afresh, the Jtustjuu Government iustraeted oirt-Lilars 


to bo sent out, solieiliug the views of steamboat couipsmicts and 
private merchants in nrguid to the tpiosliou. An adjourned autumn 
meotiug of the coimuiti^.sioii was held a fox^^ days ago to examine 
the ra|-]ics, when it wus^ found tliul ucnily tlio wliole of them wore 


in favour of a transfor of the port to KvasnuvoJrik. The two lejul* 
in g steamboat CO III) Jn'mies in the L^uspiau Sea—the 'H\LS[pian iind 
Mercury” and the “ Lcficd,’^ ov Swnu, fuiiudetl many years ago by 
Mr* fiwaii, one of I ho directors of Sir William Anur-trong, l^liU-lieU 
and Company, tra! ling extensively with Kiasuovod.sk and Aziiu 
Ada, both urgently advised tlio iminedluto adeplion ol' Krasnovodsk 
owing to the navigation troubles at the ]present terminns. 


The Som V 7 *cmya of Sej'jtemJjOr IDth rewuved to-day coiUaitis 
a two-column article on “ Tbc Uusso-Persiaii Jtailway^^ of sucli a 
wild and gaseous charucior that I was cunviJiced in glaucbig rlowu 
it that it could only proceed I'roin the pen of tho most assiniuo 
memhor of tlie Hussiau pj'css^Gospodin A. Moltclianoff. As I 
expected, 1 found fils name }irmtcd at tho bottom of it* Tho a.c- 
cugation in it again^st Sir Drummond Wolif, of offoi ing £16.000 
to the Abyssimau Co^su^k Asliino^ to raigca revolt in the Cauciuiug, 
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ia a speciinfln of tbe cbtrgos >vhiyh this sorry journalist indulges 
in, tlio point of vvliioh will lio lust in itiissia owing to tho personal 
Hthkjii iilao made on the Kussiim Mij^siou at Teheran for not 
]>roperly supporting Hussiiiu trade Your readers may perhaps 
have setiii caricatures of ilie swaggering Bpecial correspondent* 
Tills Algltelianoli' is a redisaticu in the flesh of a caricature 
of these caricatures, , There are Uujisiaii* journalists and 
joiinialids—mtai (lie [ire s of any country might bo proud of, and 
nji^n calculated, liy their writings and tkeir inannor, to bring any 
];cw^^pilptl■ into discj'c lit, tii>spodin Moltclianoli' belongs to 
the fatter catt'gmy, fhc jto^.^es^or of a i^inarl penuy-u-Uner stylo, 
iSuvorit)^ iiio profiJ'ietjr uf iho A'fT'jfj. him to London 

U'4 a r^*gul;ir L ei It^ii - tirro^lhJiuii^Tit a eotiple of years ago- The 
letLcj's he Wrote floiue were Tupid atfaeks Upon I'kiglaULl, lull of thn 
errors of H in in wiiu could act read or speali English, who would 
have l>ia!U aniu-iTii' hci! fgf f.he oflViidvo tone througliouk At last 
he tu'iile :i serJO:ii of vciiojjioii- ait.ick'i upon the Itui^siau Embassy 
hero, coEiipelliug Uio OiivornmiiU. to orilcr liiui home and 

to pahli^h an explaiialJoa from iliF tUis>iuii Einbassy, in which it 
was poiotod out iliiiL .Vloltckannrf liail so grossly mi behaved him soli 
that hu hail been oijHdled iOo society oi' the Embassy, and that 
Ills statemenLs were simply the lalsehoods of a Inrious man* Sub¬ 
sequently M olio ban oti we 111 -to licrlin. wliere ho penned insulting 
aLcaeks a[iou Uerniaiiy and caused a deal of bat I fueling. Thence 
he proecedod to jjgyr liUle Finland, and wrote fiueli scandalous 
attacks upon the Finns, accusingthemof disloyalty and rocommflnd* 
ing the (Jossa dviug of the country, that ho was boycotted wherever 
he went; and ou one oec:U 9 ioii, on attemllug a public ball, the whole 
ot thg people quitted the daiiciug-rooms and itisuitod him to the 
hicc by leaving him in solitary posao^siou. That such a mart could 
ho tolerated at all by liussian editors is an indication of the de- 
gr;ided condition into which the press has fallen of late years owing 
lo the severe censor laws. All that can be said about Iho Persian 
article in question that, whatever ita influence upon. BusAiatt 
Anglophobists, it roproscata tho view of no ttussian functionuryi 
and in otfleial circlos, thorel'ore, will possess no weight* 


ssX^is. 
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* Loudon, SeptemJier Blst, 1SS3. 

S a reooiit occasion 1 referred to the faiuro ruilwiiy aciopa 
SUicria, wLUdi is di^stincd lo very iniit^rially nifluriice tho nda- 
QB of Kn"liincl and ilussiu with tliH KiN|.pirc. The idea 

is by no mcana miw, alUuiw;;li iho [present project Is. inke the 
railway to Biimaikliaud, the Tuar dmiled upon it with very littb 
preliminary disens^iun or iiivO'^tijraUDii, and with an iinpenal 
graudcniF, calonktod to blast into ji^si^JiiiliraiKTti the poor little 
whifl'-of-wiiid politicians of onr paro<‘lii:d Pailijunenl, dcei-eeil a 
couple of years ago tlie mandate to bis Ministers at ilie top of a 
despateh^—*'Lct a railway be bnilt aeroi^s Hiheita, the sJiortost 
possible/' thus, in lialf-u-dexen words in onloring into exist¬ 

ence, with autocratic curtiioss^and decision, aftbrding a fhio con¬ 
trast to the aimlcBS verbosity oi'h]nglis]i I'arliaiiienlH, a railway 4,0d0 
raileB long, and calculated to cos I I'roiu to 40 millions sterlings 
One cannot but admire au Em]>eror who r^iles lu this truly Iiki[K)nal 
manner. If ono-man rule h to bo a suctsi-sfi now-a-days—and 1 hold 
strongly lo the opinion that in any walk of life, in any country, a 

single man, clear-bended and re<a>hjf.e, is worth a host of bubiin^ 
committees and commisaions—it nuistbc iiTijjcrially apjdied by the 
indiviJual^t on whom have descended the dcs[kOtlsinA ol' Ibe world. 
The present Tzar irf overy inch an Emperor, lie U jdiysieaUy one 
of the strongest men in the H.ii!=«siuu Empire, ami certainly 
the strongest Sovereign of the ago ; wliilo among tho many 
Titalwurt, haudsonio Grand Dukes, young and old tliat graco tho 
Russian Court, tlicro is not one that esiads him in good looka, 
although his brother, the Grand Duke Vladimir, comjietes with 
him pretty closely. Quite contrary wdtb usual stories dreubifal 
about him, he leads a liappy^ f^ib of fan, fond of 

sport, works hardexact* nonesty from his Miiiistortt, and prsioli.ios, 
as well as professes, the purest morality* It would bo interesting 
to institute a contrast between the daily life of tho T/.ar and Iho 
daily life of an English statesman—say, Mr, Gladstone. I fear tho 
Hussian would come olt first. In one res|ieot at least, Alexander llL 
would flocure the preference of right-minded mon. While tlio 
mioistnitions at Hawarden (Jliureh seem to render Mr, Gladstone 
only tho more intense in his efforts to demonstrate, with n pnssiouato 
disregard for accuracy, that white is black and black white, the iiioru- 
ing visits of tlio Tjsar to the private chap^d of the Auitcbhiu or Gat- 
chma Palace appear to impart clearness to his consultatiou with his 
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Miiijatcr!^ ftiiJ vigour to hU nilo. The Xztir, boyouiJ question, seems 
lo try bis hardest to piomotc the welfiire of bis uountry,^ to build 
u[# msbeai of pull dowui a,ml to guide it out of tho political and 
eeouomieal discn^dii in whieh bis falbor left it. Up to now bis 
reign has IjCGh aitiguiarly tVeo from the blunders and disasters 
whiobwill make the biiitory of the lust few a^lininistTutiocis of 
Great Ltritam lutoleralilo reading for posterity, ,Iiitt decision to 
abolish the i'roe transit across tlio Caucasus agaiust tlio almost 
iiMiviumou:? iuion of the tfuto Oouncil—a moasuro justified by 
cvenU, uud hiB dedsion tu exit ml the Traiiscaiipiau ii ail way to 
t'ainiirkhEind, are two iusliuice:? of tlje iudepradenco of mind which 
ciiUHed liini to dueide uijou Llio railway fruiu the (JraU to the Pacific 
04 the only Hhuaua of removing 1 ho :»tagnaLiou that has so long 
made tha naiuc^of Biborin ^ reproach to tbe Kubi^ian J^mpirc* 


When Alexamler IhlTpeuiied this decree upon the despatch,the 
question of a mi I way tlirougb Liberia had been several times 
ciLsualiy discussed, but only in a diliettifiU or academic sort of 
wayt the idea being regarded IIS a* grandiose one uot within tha 
range of practical projects until the com pie ii on of the European 
network of Uu no oecitsloii had thoro ever been anything 

of Lbc character of an agitatioo In favour of it. Even the iSibenans 
were satisHod with I be gradual progress of the line across tho 
Uraid to Ekateriuburg ami riinnmj and wouhl have hailed even 
a lino to Tomsk vs'ith fervour. In many re.-ijKjctii, ILierefore, the 
i<u]ddeu decree of the Tzar was a bolt from the blue. Probably 
the Minister s of Fiuance mid of 1 tail ways were hardly pleased 
with its suddenness j but in Uus^ia a Minister ie often more a 


servant tbttu an adviser, ami il was their duty to carry it into edeel 
with the docility of a disciplined soldier or tlio same acqutO£conce 
of a copying clerk iu Llio inorchiint's oHicc* There is hardly a 
ilouht that iho impulse to construct the line was largely derived 
from the successful cooipletion of the i*uciiie railroad across 
<Jainalii« In most essentials Biburia is to Russia what Canada is to 


Eughind’-a groat lauded lieritago, full of magnificent reaoureea 
and spar Sidy populated, waiting to ho opened up. If Canada, 
only sitghtly supported by tho mother-country^ could construct 
a great rad way across the whole of her territary* why also could 
not Siberia, particularly if accorded that warm support by the 
imperial anil] on tics which is always so freely forthcoming in a 
BtaLc governed on paternal principles. True England is infinite* 
3y richer ; but Russia also always has spare money tor investment, 
as evidenced by the recent interim] loans having been subscribed 
for over and over again. Moreover, if English colonies can stand 
heavy debts of their own, why not also Liberia? After all forty 
miOious sterling would not be an overwhelming condition of 
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indebted0933 for a country traversed throaghout by n trunk railway 
from the Urals to Pekin, and enjoying the overiamf tratio but'^nen 
the Chineae Empire and the Continent ot Kuroins. in England, 
<if course, there would h^ive been a vast amount of prcliinniary 
discu^^ion, and year^ would have been consumed in talking aud 
writing about the project^ the statesinoD, us usual, opposing it 
as mad and impracticable, and only acquiescing when tho 
rest of the public w'as conyincod, and 1() or ^0 miMion slci'liug 
extra had boen wasted over a war of rival pruJiT^ts in lime 
and money lavished on speeches, lectures, paiuplilcts, mid 
books. In Russia there was nothing of the sort. The Em¬ 
peror simply wrote—“ Let there be a line ” and a. line tlicre will 
be, sooner or later, without any of the deluges of disciis^ioii wldcli 
are deemed essential in this dotnocralLC conniry No dotilit dis-' 
cussions havo their value; but they never brought about tluj 
constrnctioa of the Euphrates liiuLway, tiney permittMt i]ui nil bless 
stoppage oi the Kandahar line, and allowed the inatn iji l intended 
for the ^uakim-'Berber Huilway to be shot like riibbisLi on the 
Plumstead marshes* On the other hand, without a single discus¬ 
sion, liussiu has made an immense hit by her Trauf^ca^piim line, 
which will sonic day t:ip the ovcrluml trade of India and is about 
to make a second hit by running across SSiberia a lino that will tup 
the overland trade of the (JliincHO Emigre* 

It is not generally known that one can aliAjady travel by 
st^ani from Charing Cross to Tomskj nearly one thfrd tbc way 
arroM Siberia and iitIO miles nearer the Pacific than Tobolsk, 
The railway course ia from Calais, to Nijni Novgorod. Tlio 
traveller then goes by steamer down tho hiver Volga and up the 
liivor Kama to the town of Perm. Tho railway here com- 
tnences again, and runs across the Ural hills and through 
EkatBrinburg to the town of Tinnnin, Here the river 
navigation system of Liberia begins, and Ibe steamer cai'rios the 
traveller on l,80d inUes further to Tomsk, disUnt 5,OOQ miles 
from Charing Uroaa. The principal Siberiau highway—tho great 
irakht, or iiost-road, across Siberia from the Urals to the Paolho— 
runs in this Jireettoa, A second way to ^'ihoria is via Orenburgi 
This dilfers from the northern route in the fact that there is no 
break at all in the railway run from Calais to the Urals the lino 
crossing the Hiver Volga Ii4|k Samara, and being free from tho 
break that intervenes betweeff Kijni Novgorod and Perm. Beyoud 
Orenburg, however, there ia no river system, and the country is 
sparsely populated. It is therefore more used for communication 
with Turkistaa than Liberia. The route actually oho^^en for the 
great Pacific Railway lies about midway betweeu the two. It starts 
from t^amara, on the Volga, and runs across steppe country until 
it reaches the Urals at Ufa^ a distance of 325 miles, Thti line haa 
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boen constructed by GoTernineiit engineers at the cost of the State, 
the oiitbiy being 24 million roubles^ or £400,000. it traverges a 
splendid country, above ali near Ufa, vhere lhave travelled for days 
through country as beautifully wooded and a& charmingly laid out 
by nature as many an EngUsb park. Ufa is a very prosporooi 
Itusslan town, tbo capital of the Cuslikirs, ^situated at the bead of 
tho navigation system of the itiver Balrley, E^teuRmrs run to Ufa 
regu'arly from iiifni Novgorod, and u considerable trade is done 
between the two [jlacns. Nroni Ufa tho second section to Zlataoust 
is alr<jiwly in ham.!, and parties of engineers are preparing plans 
oJ' otlier sections in vsirious parts of Siberiii. Tne section from 
Viadivostoek wiil bo comineiicod tioJtt spring, and perbips ouo 
other s-'ctiou lyityf between tho kSiborian rivers, moat of which or 
their branches, arLlioiigb tiltfuiately discharging Ibcir waters into 
the Arctic 8oa, have at some jjoriod of tJjeir earner a lateral course, 
and thereby provide uchaiiT of water ways across Siberia* Xbe absolute 
route throughout has not yet heen decided upon in all ita dishiils ; 
but the following are the points that are lajlievctl to be favoorable-^ 
Ufa, Zlatoust, TcJiLdiab, Kurgau,*iJio sontheru part of the Ishein 
district Omsk, Tomsb, I^ikc tiaibal landingstage, the uplHjr course 
ot' the Olduraor Um, the upper A moor gold tie Ida the middle part of 
tlio river J^ey, Ucuiral Btircia, Little Khingan, Khaburovkar-on-* 
ttu^-Anioor, tbo Ussuri Valley, and Vladivostock, Those who 
follow the coursfie on the map will observe that it keeps away m 
general from Uio river route, and runs through country all provi^ 
doii with niuans of comiinmicatiofi. thereby providing iSiberia witli 
a soeoml route and opening vip a larger ure;* of territory^ As 
many towns lie? on ilu; river route, the injiisticc to them may aoem 
to be great; but the ciiief aim in view is not so much to tie a few 
towns togvtiler as to Ofion up tbo shortest possible main route 
between Kun^pc and tho l^ieific, betw^eon St* Fetersbnrg and 
Pekin. liedtlcs, ibc yiberiau towns are all of them insiguidcant 
in s]>;oand pojxdatiou, Irkutsk, the largest, having only 35,000 
inhabitantH. Omsk comes ii<^:ct with 30,000; then follow Tobols^k^ 
Ihirnaul, mid KrasiiDynrsk, with 15,000 apiece and Tinmin with 
I3,0L)0, ilic rost [icing four towns of 10^000 people eaohj followed 
by u series of largo vilbigcs. 


That tile Siulc sbull coastruct tjaJlino throughout la already 
dolcrtniiiod ; as also that tho rail way be iintshed to VladIvoA* 

took before anylrbing be done to force it Upon Pekin. The cost, i 
liavf^ said, wdlL range liotwoeii 35 and 40 millions sterlmg, and there 
is not tho slightest dun)it that every penny of thU could be readily 
raised by loans at moderate Interest in Russia it^lf, particularly if 
sj I read o ve r a tern i of' ten y cafs. Oe rtoin i nEm ntial Ilusflian officials^ 
however, Are tulkmg of trying to gat ihe line hnisUed m five yearAt 
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whicli woal^J involve theconstrutition of 800 inilesaj^oar, or more tban 
two mileaaday, and tbe raising annaally of 7 or 8 milionj sterling. 
This sum roight be raided if Hussia had a succession of good 
harvests, abstained from diplomatic imbroglios abroinl, and refrained 
from raising any other loans ; hat 1 do not think the present oondi-^ 
tion of Russian linance warrants the belief that tbe Govemnnent 
can refrain from borrowing for another five yours, and doubting 
moreover whether, in spite of the generally flat surface of Siberia, 
the Rusaian engineers could koep on building more than two miles 
a day of line for five years, omitting all calculations as to climate, 
1 do not believe that tho railway can be possibly Hnisbed beforo 
18if8r Rapid progress may be mailo by scamping the work and 
employing a large number of people iijjon it; but, for quite half 
the year the climate would put a stop to the operations. 

But m any caso, whotlicr the line Uiko five, ten or fif¬ 
teen years to construct, constructed it will be, and tho 
political effects will i^how them solves long beforo tho final 
rail is laid* Tho present policy of the Russian Qoverninont 
is to maiDbain very friendly relations with Ohina in order that it 
may gradually wean her from her partiaiily towanls lilngland. 
Russia wishes to make certain tUal, in the event of war, China 
will not he the ally of Eng laud. Already Russia has rcmovcil a 
d^al of the hostility towards her previously ram pent at Pekin ; 
and 09 there are no burning questions disturbing the illations of 
tho twopowt-ra now, ibts IViendly iciuleiicy may continue. The 
climax: of the new policy ivonld bo to make China an ally, and use 
her contiguity to India as a mouns of uuseltling ns on the east and 
flouth-^ast con fines of our Indian Empire* This is a policy that 
requires well looking after at Pekin by our dL]>lotnut[c represonta- 
tive* In the meanwhile, il i& beyond doubt that. Russia fooli her 
position in the Amoor region grievously iiiqperilled by tho opening 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway and ihc couaUnt swarming of 
the Chinese across the Siberian frontier. Until her f'acific Uai!<- 
way be ffnisbed, Russia will never consider her moans of 
defence at Vladivostokk superior to tho Anglo-(Janadian 
means of attacks Sir Charles Dilke hus pointed that out m 
his recent books, ba^sing his remarks on an article I coutribntod 
two years ago to the Ann^ and xVary Maf/asias entitled “ Ja 
Vladivostock worth taking but be tnakos the great mishiko 
of imagining that the ca]>turo of Vladivostock would paTalyso 
a Russian onslaught on India. What 1 in.sistccl on was that 
as a British fleet could do no good iu blockading the White 
Sea and Baltic, it should be sent, iustcud of to those acaa, to the 
Pacific and seize*tbe Pacific littoral—‘a blow Rtttisia could not 
easily repel, and which would cau^o hor a deal of anuoyauce— at 



TES TZ&B*S &BOAP£. 




any rate more ao than a futile Uloekado in tho Baltic- But 1 
expressly pointed out, and I cannot udrleratand how Sir Charles 
DiikOi m ^propriatiiig my views in regard to the value of an 
attack OD V livestock, can have war|>ed their purpart, that tho 
soil are of the Pacific littoral would not in the least infiueuoa the 
Russian march on tndia^ whioh would have to be fought out, ham¬ 
mer and tonga fashion, ou the Helmniid. Oar oScu^tbn of the 
Pacific littoral could only count aub3e(jiiently in the ©vent of a 
failure of the Puasian attack on India, when we could use it diplo¬ 
matically with effect. If, however, wo failed to repel the Rnsaian 
attack, the galu of the sopremaoy of India would he worth to 
Russia a hundred Yladivosto^s, 

With rogartfto the swarming of tho Chinese across the Silw^ 
riau frontier, this is a movemout, btllo noticed in E uropo, which has 
caused Russia great uneaSiuesa for several years past* So great 
has been the immigration intlio Ussuri region, that four years ago, 
to counteract the prepouJorance the Celestials wore gaining, 
Russia began a systematic coloiiisatiou of tho country, whioh is 
to coniiuue until !00,000 Russian souls are established hetweon 
Vladivostock and tho Chinese border. The immigration of Chinese 
IS also prohibited, and the Cossack border guards are encouraged 
to shoot down the Chinese like dogs if they oatoh them trying 
to cross thjp Russian frontier to settle in the^ Amoor 
region. Still the flow coutmues, and it is largely in order 
to counteract it, and establish a permanent grip upon the 
Pacific littoral, that Rossia is so ansious to promptly continno 
her Siberian railroad. 
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London, JVbwnt&^r 9thf 18S8^ 

T he miraculous escape of the Russian Imperial family at Borkl 
occupies the entire attontlou of the Russian public juat now. The 
more the reports of the eye-witnesses are published, the greater 
becomes the marvel that any rnenibor of tho family should have ©soap¬ 
ed at alii 1 have before me now a Russian plan of the Tzar’s car¬ 
riage, showing the position occupied by every person in it at the 
momeni of the catastrophe. Seventeen porsons were seated at table, 
the Emperor occupying a middle seat on one aide and the Empreas 
on the other, the rest beiug the Heii' Apporent, Miaiatera, Gcnerab, 
Uaida-of •Honour, etc. At the end of the carriage wua (ho bnffsL 
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Lnnch was being served at midday, when suddenly three shocks 
were oiperieuoea* At the firsts the floor of the carriage tumbled 
from under the feet ; at the second, nearly every one was shot from 
left to Tight ; and at the thirds the roof fell down in a standing 
jjMsitioD. Luckily tho roof was a new one, with a ‘^cupola” running 
down the middle^; and this cupola bo fell as to proteot the heads of 
those on the Tzar’s side of the table iustead of smashing them, 
which must have been the case had it been flat. A laequoy stand¬ 
ing behind tho Emperor, and handing a plate over his sho’dder 
when the accident occurred, was hurled to Iho end of the carriago, 
and tuinblod through the doorway into tho buffet compartment, 
whero ho and everyone in it was crushed to death, The TKar's 
favourite dog Kamtchatka was als(^ killed. For a moment 
all felt as though they wero in a "tomb ; thou the painter 
Zichy scrambled out of an opening between tbo roof and 
tho wall of the right aide of the carriage, and was ibllowed by the 
Countess Kutuzoff and the Emperor* The Empress had to bo 
dragged out through a little,window* Seeing Ilaron Shomval 
lying on the ballast inaousible, w ith his head bleeding, she at once 
proceeded to him and, taking off her hashlik or hood, bound up 
his wound, Tho Emperor had a silver cigar case smashed in his 
pocket* General Tcherevin, sitting next to the Emperor's daughter, 
tho Grand Duchess Kaenio, was cut about the i'lico by a broken 
mirror* Both officials sitting alongside tho EmpWsj were also 
slightly hurt ; but none of tlio Imperial family received any in¬ 
juries beyond a bruise or a scratch or two* Many of tho Minis* 
tors lost their heads for the moment; and one mochanicully began 
to pocket tlie silver spoons [human nature rcvealitig itself strong 
in death); while anotlier could not remember tho name of hia 
d£5ad servant, and maulfcatod symptoms of temporary imbecility. 
The Emperor, however, was as cool as a cucuTuber, and apjjUed 
his well-Known imiueiiso bfxlily strength to the useful task of ex¬ 
tricating tho wounded* His dexterity with tlio liussiau national 
weapon—’the axe—proved of service in this case* Itussian snobs 
write that ho acted iiobly’^ in thus hcljjing to get out the wound¬ 
ed from the wreckage of tho train. Aluxaudor III. would bo tho 
lost to apply such a tenn to tho part he took in an affair in which 
it was simply liis duty, as an uu wounded passenger, to work with 
the rest of tho survivors to succour those who were hurt. The 


roadiness, however, with whidi ho responded to tbo diefcatos of 
duty will not ho forgotten by tho Hussian public, and will cover 
him with tho popularity ho merits* His extraordinary escape 
will be regarded as a miracle by the superstitioiw p^plo, and will do 
more to establish hb power than any act of hia since his accession 
six years ago*^ 
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As iisuaU sensational reports have circulated with re^rd ta 
Nihilist plots. Euasma-Jowish journalists at Berlin and Vienn® 
make as much ** copy" out of afTuirs of this kind m the 
Whitechapel penny-a-liucra have made out of tho exploits of 
Jack the Kippor; but up to the present moment no ovidenoo has 
been forthcoming to connect the revolntionarios in the least with 
tho catastrophe* Tho accident took place between^ Turanovka and 
Borki, four hundred and forty miles from Sevastopol, The train 
had boon nearly twenty hours doing this distance, or an average of 
about twenty-two miles an iiour, including stoppages, or twenty- 
eight without them, Tlio lumper or, who had been reading about 
the high speeds accompliabed on English railways, ihouglit they 
might go a Uttlo fiLster, and accordtu;2jly the rate was increased to 
forty-two miles. * South Byssian railways, howovor, are prover¬ 
bially ill-built; and the weight of two heavy locoiiioUvoi, with 
nineteen carriages, tor thi^most part twice as largo and twice as 
heavy as English carriages, proved too miieh for the min-sodden 
ballast and rotten sleepers of the Koursk-Kharkoff-Azoff line, 
accustomed only to light ti-uckfj containing coal and corn. Honco 
thtj smash. The OJftcmt Journal aanounccJ? that tho Emperor 
himself picket! up a piece of the rotten sleeper in fault, and 
banded it ovei' to the cliief geudarmez officer to be produced as 
evidence, Tho Nova: in commenting on this, obsorvea 

that the Emperor's Siifoty during his five thousand versts* journey 
depended n^iou seven mdlion sleepers, twenty-eight million bolts, 
and ono million sis hundred thousand rails. Not a single 
sleeper was to blaino, but tlio whole Konrek-KharhofF-Azoff 
line, which is rotten throughout i Tho writer might have 
gone further and assoided with truth that the rest of the South 
Russian lines wore not much bettor. Sydney Smith used to say 
that railway accidents in England would not bo checked until a 
bishop was killed. Now that the equivalent of the Throe Estates 
bo s nearly been anniliilatod at a stroke in Russiui the long-needed 
thorough reorganization of tho Russian railways will probably be 
immediately taken in hand. There is a healthy rumour this 
morning that the Minister of Railways has been summarily dis¬ 
missed. 


When the present Emporor came in,’’ all the old Grand 
Dukes and Ministers ** went out,*^ with the eiception of Admiral 
Poasiette, Minister of Rail ways, or, as Russians tennhi^_ ^'Minister 
of Ways of Communication.'* A short time ago the Minister cele¬ 
brated his twenty-fifth year of office, and although he has managed 
to survive several purgings of corruption in his department and 
Eetain the ooufidence of the Emperor, there can be little doubt the 
Bosaian railways would be lit u for better condition had he been 
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Bhimtod vrhen the present Emperor came to the throne* It hae 
boon a matter for remark that-ho ahonld have muna^ed to 
sorVIVO the chaa'gcs ho long* Under iho late Tzar all brajacmea of 
administration wore more or loss corrupt. The Ministry of Eailwaja 
rivalled the other dopartmentB in incapacity and impurity. Admiral 
Foifiiette could have hardly remained innocent amidst aomueh sin; 
and if enilty in participating in that widespread corruption that 
led to we complete breakdown of the railways during the Ru^o- 
Tnrkifth War, no can have hardly become an immaculate Alinister 
with the more accession of a new sovoreign to the tbrouo^ although 
ho may have been more careful in concealing his transactions*. At 
any rate, plenty of stories are current in liussia as to his methods 
of fulmimstratioD. which w'ould not stand a duy-light examlna^ 
tion in a court of Jaw. Still ho retained the cernGdence of the 
Txor, and was seated alongside the lEiu press herself when the 
accident took place* Whether he is disipissed or not noW| Russian 
railways wilt undergo a complete overhauling ; and the question 
will naturally occur to the Tzar as to 'vihether a Minister, twenty-* 
five years in office, would not bcL better replaced by a younger and 
more vigorous man. When at the Petroleum Ezhibition lost year, 
1 several times saw him wandering aimlessly about the place^-a 
little, aolomu, white-haired old gentleman in a dark, solemn-looking 
uniform. On one occasion 1 attended a lecture on photometry, at 
the closo of which iho Minister and a good many other officials 
gathered round a new photometer the lecture hod d^erjbed. One 
after another each spied through the eomung glasseii of the instru¬ 
ment, the object being a savonty-candle-power Defrias’ lamp blazing 
ft few feet on* At last came the turn of Admiral Posiette. In 
re-arranging the photometer, in order to get tho proper focus for 
his own eyes, ha pulled o shutter down over the lens, completely 
blocking the view and shutting out tho light altogether, 
lecturer approached to remove the shutter ; but tho Minister waved 
him off, and, after spying sagaciously through the darkened tube 
some time, eatclaimed ; ** Enchanting—measures the light |id-* 

mirably/* with an air of such profound conviction and importance 
that several young students bod to flee and to give way to itn* 
moderate laughter in a quiet corner* 
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LokdO!?} J^fovember 2Sfdf 1888* 

O NCE more tliia winter jro are having a repetition of the rnmottra 
of an imi^nciin^ European war current about this time last 
year. Rnssia is coneontrating troops on the Austro-German frontier. 
Aussia is raising a now loan, of course, for warlike purposes, Busaia 
is doing this, that, and the other, with warlike intent, and the truth 
of the statements to this effect cannot be gainsaid, because the 081 ^ 
man and Austria^ Governments are doing this, that, and the other 
to counteract the effect of idfljse dark and mysterious movements of 
BusBULi In all probability this alarmbt tone will continue throughout 
the winter. It is one of tn# conditions of tho present trnco, which is 
simjdy one remove from absolute war, Now-a-days campaigns oro 
comnimenced in peocotime. Troops are manmnvred against eada other 
quietly, but none tho less e£FectLvely7 on opposite sides of tho frontier* 
An army is no sooner armed with a new weapon than the rival power 
hastens to adopt a bettor one. If a new fortress b built, auomer is 
constructed to couucoract its effects. Quite a mco is maintained for 
the latest secret in explosives. No blood Is spilt and no lives are 
lost ; but the outlay in money and time is enormous, and renders 
this cotiHictnn Ume of peace as disastrous in the long run as war* 
On the froniiern, the Bumects of rival countrios arc treated with OB 
much suspicion and hostility os though they were open foes. Every 
inquisitive stranger is regarded as a Tho news papers on the 
Continent being ^rgely in Goverament hands, or under Government 
control, it follows that the animosities of rival States reyoal thom^ 
selves in printer's ink, and a constant fusitode is maintained 
between opposing pens, in this hurly-burly of couSicting 
interests, Germany poses as tho preserver of peace, apd by 
means of her many newspapers incessant^ assails France and 
Russia as wolves seeking to rend poor Europe to pieces. To 
some extent England favours this view, and parrots every cry 
raised against Russia. Henco Russia’s movements are watched 
with vigilant suspicion, although they are not in the least directed 
pgaitiBt India, nor yet against Bulgaria. 


Some time ago I expressed the candid opinion that it was 
a good job for England that Russia was as strong as she b, I 
haye never believed in that insonsate fenn of Russophobia 
which would like to see thei Eussian Empire pulled to pieces, 
and a powerful Qermai^ ostabibhed on a part of the ruins. 
Oermanyi Buseiui and France, all three, are rivals we should 
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be wary of, aad in view of the check which each exerciaes 
on the other, Lord Salisbary would be a poor atateaman if Le 
nndnly exalted Einy one* and gave it mastery over the rest. If 
Russia would bo dangerous at Herat, so also would Germany bo 
dangerous in Holland* If France would be a menace to England 
as victor at Berlin, bo also would Germany be a disagreeable rival 
if she conqqorod ^Franca and strfpi^d her* of her colonies as one of 
the terms of peace* The League of Peace fs an excellent institution, 
but there is no roiiaon y wo should blindly attach ourselves 
to it and be dragged into European compliesHons*^ fomonlod by 
Princo Bismarck* What I Lave to complain of in regard to 
Colonel Maurice’s Balance of Militarjf Power in Plurope is 
tliat ho makes it a line qud non of Indian defonoe that wo 
should hand oursolves over, body and soul, tV> tbij offensive 
league against Russia and Franco* 'He does not take in the 
wider issues ir"'elvcd* Germany, for instance, is pursuing 
schemes of colonisation in Af -ica, which arc certainly net advanta* 
geous to our interests* To render peace absolutely certain in Europe 
is to givo her a free hand out&Lde, and until we have consolidated 
our colonial po(?y’er a littlo more, it would be obviously unwise to deli¬ 
berately pave the way for fiirthor exploits of the Augra Pequeua, New 
Ouinea, and Zanzibar description. It is to our interest that 
Garmauj should bo curbed aud fettered in Europe ; and tbereforo 
I r<^ice that Uussia should be moving troops froiu the Caucasus 
to Poland, and shall be exceedingly glad if the Russian loan bo 
fiuccessfully raised^ notwithstandlug that in the financial priuts 
with which I am connected I strongly urge upon the English iu' 
vostora not to put a penny in Russian funds. 

That Russia should be able to reduco her army in the Oaiicasiis 
ia a blow to those old fossils like General Sir John Adye, who ima¬ 
gine that she only maintains her power and prestige there by 
retaining a largo force on the spot. It further fjvouts the as- 
dumption that Russia contemplates nothing for the moment a^inst 
Asia Minor and also against India. On the other hand, it en* 
courages the belief.that Russia means to adopt a stronger attitude 
in European diplomacy, and in order to do this has resolved to keep 
the shadow of the sword cloFie behind her Ambassador^. Last 
year, it may be rememberod, there was a furious pen conflict bet¬ 
ween the ofdcial military organs of Russia aud Gorma^ as to the 
forces each power was concontratiug on the frontier. Each strove 
to make the other out the aggressor* In this country the 
public never expect Russian newspapers to speak the irath. 
They have a reputation for lying, and it is very diflicnlt for 
the Russian press to get a hearing evon whan in the right. 
On the other the Gernutn press is supposed to ho a truth-loving 
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proBs^ and no snspicion h j^liroctod against its ^tatefitonts* Ab a 
matter-of-fuct| tliora is Imrdly a pin to chose between ibe two 
preBses^ and certainEj in the pen lost year, iLo German mill-* 
tary press distingnisiied itself in that art of making white appear 
whitoy^brown, which years ago we used to call lying, but wnieh 
nowadays, when Gladstonianiam has rendered politicians of all 
parties mdifiPereni to the truth, we tolerate as beiitg judieiouB mis- 
roprosentations, justihuble on the ground of expediency/' and so 
forth, ^ 

In the conrae of this controversy, the Russian military proas 
pointed out that owing to the deficiencies of Russian railways, and 
the long distances to bo traveraed, it was absolutely necessary, 
for purposes of Jefenco, that hUBsia should mamtain a larger 
standing army in the fronSior zono* Anybody who has travefied 
on both eidcj^ of tlie frontier as 1 have dono, and noted tho quicker 
movonaent on Gemiitn railway a, tho batter roaJe, the better organ- 
ixod depSts, and tlio superior rcaouveea of every kind, cannot but 
admit tlie justice of Kussia'a contention, particularly as only two 
or three years earlier innumerablo books and pampblots were 
publisbod in Germany, demonstrating how easily Poland could be 
severed from Russiot These books put Russia in a fright, and tho 
Germans had only themselves to blame if she sought to render 
such a seizure impossible. The really vital point at issue was this; 
did Russia's ciTucontration for defensive purposes mask any artful 
intention ttT sudd only let loose the dogs of war on Germany F On 
this point 1 can e^^rcas no positive opinion, as I am not in tho 
confidence of the Einpcror of Russia ; but ccrtiLinly sdl the mili¬ 
tary men and officials I met in Russia during my t-h^-cc months' 
stay there last winter disclaimed any such intent to deceive. Well, 
tho present inovomout of troops is simply thu rea]i/,at:ou of plauB 
openly promulgated a year ago, and in this les^Hict it cannot be 
Bftid that it has been motived I y any fresh change in European 
politics. 

Up to now the Russ^hiu Army has com prised tho Following 
corps:—The Guards, the Grenadiers, fifteen Army Corps, and 
two Cerp 4 of tho Caucasus, From tho Ist to tho Iflth 
Kovember the number of Army Corps has been raised to Beventeen^ 
while one of the two Claucasian corps liua boon abolished» 
Two divisions uf this corps, tho 20th and the 31st, will Btill tem¬ 
porarily remain on special service in the Oancosns, the one in 
Daghistan, tho otlier in Tchetchna, these being tho only two dis¬ 
tricts in the Cancasns where any elements of unrest can bo said at 
nil to exist, Tho remain in g division—tho 19 th—hitherto quartered 
at Btevropob will bo shifted to West Russia and added to the 13th 
Aimy C&rpe, the hcadquart^ers of whieh are located at Ei^ 
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replacm^ there the 33rd Infantry DjviaieD, whieh is transferred 
to the dtn Army Corps, the headquartera of which are located at Orel. 

The transfer is oocomjpanied by a reorganisatioii of many of 
the Army Coq)s, some of which until 1st to 13th November 
comprised two infantry divisions and others three. The following 
corps will still contain three divisions : the Gaards, the GrenAdiers, 
the 1st Army Corps and the 1st Corps of the Canoasns, henceforth 
to bo known simply as the Corps of Uie Cunoasns. The 2nd, 4th, 
6 th, and 13th Army Corps, nltherto containing three divisions, 
will contain two. The new Army Corps formed aro the I6th, 
composed of the 25th and 41st Divisions, taken from the 3rd and 
4th Corps, and the 17th, composed of the 3rd and the 85th divisioas, 
taken from the I3th Oorpa. The 16th Corps, will be located 
in the Vlina district, the 17tn in the IhEoscow. resides these and 
other alterations, the 13th Cavalry Division is transferred to the 
15th Army Corps, having its hoadquarten at Kazan. 

The Kharkoif military circle is aholislied altogether, the pro- 
vinces of Tebernigoif, Falfcava^ Koursk, and Khaukoff being added 
to the Kieff military circle, and the provinces of Orel and Voronej 
to that of Moscow, in this manner the Moscow military circle will 
be the only one left of the “home circles,'^ circles not tonohing 

any forei^ State. The Moscow circle will henceforth form a second 
linei, serving for the organic at ton of a great army reserve to assist 
those armies serving in the drat lino. 

Of course this reorganisation will improve Russia's ofTcusivo 
and defensive power, aiucc it disposes her forces mere iu the direc¬ 
tion of Austria and Germany ; butsooiug that it was determined 
Upon last year, it cannot be said to possess any special significanco 
in regard to present events. With respect to the loan, Hnssia haa^ 
been trying tor years to arrange a conversion of her debt, and the 
present moment is particularly opportune for a step of this kind. 
Things are quiet at home, trailo is in a better condition, the rouble 
fitan<u higher than it has done for years, having odvanc^ from la, 
7 di lost winter to ,2s. Id, and there is no special political doud in 
^e foreign horizon beyond that raised by the movement of troops. 
Natnrally the Germaus oppose the loan, localise it tends to improve 
Bnaaia’s Hnancial position ; but 1 question whether this opposition 
will not help the loan so far as France is concerned. This latter 
is the most interesting point of the affair h To emancipate heruelf 
from t|iraldoia to London, Russia some years ago shifted her 
finft Tinml business to Berlin. But Germany has proved a worse 
creditor than England, for the Government there has repeatedly of 
late years tried to pull down Russian credit. A return to England 
being di&ult owing to the dblike of English investors to Hnssian 
seoontles, Bueda has turned to France,^ and if well ./eeeived at 
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Paris wUl probiiblj laaoch other loans there in due eonrsOi This 
will bring about, perhaps, Russia's emancipation from the Rorliti 
bourse, on whose operations 'vory largely depend at present 
Russia’s finanulal oredit on the (lontineut. Besides this foreign 
loan, Russia is raising this week another internal one of over two 
millions sterling to bo applied to th© extension of the south-west 
Itussiim railway system* • £n all likelihood this wtll be a succoes, as 
no public companies havo been lately formed in Hnssia to absorb 
the spare saving of the people, and certiiin Government and Rail* 
way socurities*have, iu consoqucuce, boon rising abnonnally high. 

RVSSMJ^^PRISOJ^S ^ STBEBMJ^EXILES. 

^ ** 


Lohdon, January Jf/tft, 1SS9, 

T UE Howard Assochitiou has puldiiihed in tho 7(W# this week a 
weighty aUiL we 11^worded u:s:|HisUtlaiieu agaimst tho ilUtreatmeut 
of ujtlies and pi'isoui»rs in Jiiitisla* Tlioso uufortunatos, who at one 
tbno could turu their eyes to England, confidoat of hndiog sympathy 
there, have of late jojirs boon treatod with indidoroace, if not abso- 
luUt colJnoss, iiL oonsoi^ucuco of the misropresontation of their condi¬ 
tion by the HoV. IL Liinsdell, and, as a result, liave been daprivedof 
that supporl. on the part of English public opinJou which has more 
than onuoia tho past hiducod tho Hussian Government to endeavour 
to aniolioratc tlieir wretched lot. While the bitter attacks of Russes 
phobiets have little cdoct for good on the Russian Imperial author* 
Itios, the latter arc very sciiHitivo to the criticism of civilUafion, judi*' 
cioiwly applied, and on this account the protest of the Howard Asso¬ 
ciation^ a Society whose services to humanity are fully known and 
^pro elated in Kusaia—cannot but ex,ercise iinport^t indiiencp« 
Fnblicity is the most potent vreapon of all for eradicating the abuses 
of Siberian exile. In this respect the admirable articles of Mr. 
George Kennan^ in the C4ntur^ magazine, liave penetrated to tho 
vory roots of tho exile system, and will probably lead to much 
inquiry and information^ HonesUy, os well as earnestly, written by 
an AmiericAn who is a real aud not a sham friend of the Russian 
people, they expose the foulness of the system to the glare of public 
indignation iu a manner which the Kussiun Govenunent cannot— 
pjid I think 1 may safely say will not—disregard, 

it may surprise some whan £ mentiou that I read most of the 
early articleB of OdTi Kennan in Russia iUelf* Repeatedly during 
my throe mouths’ stay at Bt. Petersburg loat year, 1 came 
across oopioa of the Venture magazine m Rnsaian houses^ and 
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always beard ibe articles approTiaglj spoken of even by Oovem^ 
meat ofBciula Tiolentlj antagonistic to tbo Nibitist movement. It 
is tbo greatest mistake in the world to suppose that tbe servants of 
attiooracj in general deligbt in the devilries of the present exile 
system^ On the oontraryj many olficials are doing their ntoioat to 
get the abuses remedied, working with a aeal and a sympathy as 
ardent as any hnmAnitarian could desire. Unfortnaately, they 
are handicapped by tbe cold remoraeleas grinding of official routine 
on tbe one hand, and by a tightly gagged press on the other. It 
is a far cry from a charitable bureaucrat to the Cabinet of the 
Tsar* However, what Russians themselves could not do an Ameri¬ 
can has done, *'Tho Emperor is reading every one of Kennon’s 
articles, and reading than carefully/' said a High Ooiirt official to 
me ou one occasion while discussing th<} contents of the last num¬ 
ber of the CcnUiry magasino he hod just received i and no one who 
knows tho real character of Alexander dIL will believe that he 
will brutally ignore the burning appeal mode to him on behalf of 
tho poor wret<mcs in the dungeons of tho Empire. Because he does 
not believe Russia is yet ripe^or a babbling Parliament, and 
because ho strikes hard at those who try and undermine autocracy, 
it does not necessarily follow that ne approves of a system, 
of the evils of which he is to a* large extent ipiomnt, any more than 
the Four Estates in this country approve of the bed accommoda^ 
tion provided for persons on their trial at the assizes in jjrovineial 
England, mdignantly denounced by several Judges Iasi year, Jn 
the latter case, publioation of the evil in the ear of the nation 
through the press is leading to reform ; and In the former puhlica^ 
tion in tbe ear of the Tzar by means of Gfeorgo Kennan's articles 
will, I believe, load to beneficial results, above all if the admirable 
of Mr. Kennan's and the protest of the Howard Association 
be followed by still further publicity* 

As Mr* ^eu nan's account is so widely different, perhaps 
I may as well indicate, as a stranger to both writers, what 
I confer to be the causes of their eonfiioting testimony. In 
spite of several journeys in Kussio, Mr* Lonsdell is absolutely 
ignorant of the JanguagOi being unable to conduct tbe most 
trifiing conversation with the people he meets ; the native litera¬ 
ture on the subject—notwithstanding the censorship, exposures of 
the exile system are constantly taking place in me press and m 
reports issued by prison committees^is closed to him ; and wher* 
ever I have travelled over the some ground, I have found he con¬ 
fines his investigations msinly to questioniug officials in their pwei 
homes, at their dinoer tables, instead of quietly pursuing his 
eiiquirica among tbe exiles and prisoners themselves. On the 
otnw hand| Uxt Keonan speaks Russianj and has diligently 
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CQlleoi^ed aol abndied the official and private Utaratare dealing 
t?ith exiles aod priaoaera^ while iaatead of racing throngS 
Siberia full speed} and spending the momenta of halt in hotels or 
at the homos of the officials, he went over the gronnd elowly and 
stayed long enough in each place to gain a proper insight into 
the slums of Liberia* If unlike Mr, Lansdell, he was unable to go 
over the fortress of St, Petersburg, it may he pointed out that the 
rever^end tourist went over it without a plan ; bo*oould not speak 
Hnssian to the prisoners, a defect he did not attempt to reeii^ by 
taking with hifn some English resident speaking thelangaaga ; and 
in maKing his researches, he was wholly at the meroy of un official 
guide who has since treated Mr, Landsdeirs solemn account of his 
hasty survey as one of the funniest Jokes ever perpetrated 
by a delnd^ foreigner, Jlr. Lansdell probably did nia best 
according to his light ; l^t his light was a limited one, of 

the farthing rushlight description, and quite difierent from the 
flaring torch which Konnan has carried through the Bussiau prison 
system. Moreover, Lansdell, who personally is a ouriouslj cold, 
if not selGsh man, has absolutely ^pta spark of sympathy for the 
prisoners he went to see^ whether criminal or political. Hence hia 
utter Inability to comprehend the feelings of an eduoated man 
torn from his family, and on some slight charge, often fal^^ sent 
thousands of miles into exile. It is wuU that mis should bo clearly 
understood, becansa an attempt may bo made to miaimize the value 
of the tlmqjy protest of the Howard Association by pitting Mr* 
^Lanadoira superficial tourist jottings against the closoi steady 
studies gf Mr. Kennan, conducted much after the manner Sir 
Donald Mackenzie Wallace made famous a decode ago,. 

1 am not one of those who balieve that a Parliament, on the 
English model, suddenly applied to Russia, would be a panacea 
for all the evils under which the country at present labonrs, and 
prefer to see UtLssIa work out her political salvation in her own 
way. I can well understand why the Emperoi should hesitate, 
and hesitate wisely, before saddling on Russia inatitutionB which 
even we, owing to obstruction and verbosity^ are ourselves 
aomewhat sick of Pending a solution of the constiintioiml 
problem, any attampte to promote nd mini strutive reform of 
abuses in Hussia by publicity abroad cannot but be regarded 
with gratitude, both by the suffierem themselves and the Russian 
public generally. The Centufy magazine has done a signal Bervioe 
in this direction by sending Mr. Kennan, with a photographer and 
artist, to Siberia; and if this and the protest of the Howard Asso¬ 
ciation be followed by other measures that wiU readily occur to 
philanthropists, Amenca and England may be able to bring about 
an amelioration of lafijiite human misery, and at any rato wiU aid 
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the efforts of Bui^iiaos themaelveft to ftbolkh the exile eyntem to 
Siberia altogether, i 

Mr. Kounan'a articles run through Volumes XIIL and XIV* 
of the Ceniurtf magastinej and are still in progress. The sketches 
and iUustrations are both artistic and trutUfuh and when complete 
will constitute the best record of the exile and prison system of 
Russia yet published.'* While in Huasia, L in variably hoard Mr- 
Xansdelrs books spoken of with contempt iu spite of the spirit of 
ndulatiou pervading them, I found few, wliother lliissians or Eng¬ 
lish residents^ who regarded Mr, Ken mm's articles as otherwise 
than painstaking and realistic representations of facts which are 
certainly not hidden to Llussiaus themselves, whatever they may 
be to ft chanoo stmngcr who sbiu\3 over the country like a dragon* 
fly over a weed-infested poud. 

The Russian military authorities in the Oancasus are inviting 
tenders at Ttflis for tho construction of Uossack barracks on the 
Persian frontier^ close to whore tho military road from Askabad 
Meslied crosses it. These are to-be of a substantia) charactor* and 
will probably form tbo nucleus of a future Hossiau settlement on 
tbo spot. 

The Russian press is noting tbo significanco of the fact that 
the Shah of Persia, who leaves shortly on a new Eiiro]>f)aii tour, 
does not propose to pay a visit to England, although 'ho will trfiv(4 
as far as Paris. If he were really anxious for tSritisK aid and a 
development of British influence inside his domiuions, as declared by' 
the Oonservative proas on the occasion of tho recent To Domna over 
the Karun concession, it is not probable tliat he would go so far from 
Teheran without paying n visit to Loudon^ If or my part, 1 have 
never been sanguine that either Knglaud or Persia could derive much 
benefit from the present Shah, and do not expect much from Sir 
Henry Drummond Wolff s dipiouiaey. If the Persian Gulf littoral 
is to be saved from seiaurc liy liu^sia, something better than the 
chit chat of Shah and Ambassador at Tchcrun will be needed, and at 
present there are no indications forthcoming. 

The War Office is making amends for the Buppressiou of my 
lecture in December* This week I have received an official invita¬ 
tion to give two lectures on petroleum before the School of Military 
Engineering at Chatham at the ond of the month, or the first 
week in February, for which the GoYcrnment Lave aesiguod a grant. 
The invitation if purely spontaneous, and onthLs ftccotint tlio more 
gratifyingi since otherwise it would not have been a satisfaotory 
amend for the unconrteous manner iti which the lecture on ** Gut¬ 
ting Hussui's road to India" was suppressed* The latter 1 shall 
uot ojow deiivor until the two at Chatham have boon disposed of* 
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TIKEOMIBOFF GOES BACK. 
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London, yanuaiy 25thy 1SB9^ 

T he nowB that Tikhonfiiroff, one of the moat iyAnential of the 
reaotioiia.ry leaders at Geneva, liaa been pardoned by the 
^^ufssian Imperial Government, and will retnni home at once, is a 
hfow to ihoae cosmopolitan conspirators who have no other aim in 
^ife than the promotion of universal cluios. In all probability it 
wilt Keidllowed by oilier recantations* Eor some time past Nihilism 
bus been in a dopreased condition, and I know more than one of the 
refugees in this cft^mitry yfhq would bo only too glad to return 
home. Freedom is a delightful institution in theory ; but tlie 
flesb-pots of Egypt ” ii^ipeul to the exile with a keonnoBi which 
no mere residenco in the free and unfettered lands of Switzerland 
and England can eoru}>ete and compensate for. For the auke of 
ireeiug bi.H conn try from those bureaucrats who are a nuisance ia 
eyerj' country, many a sanguine youth of patriotic aspirations has 
in the piiit quilted a happy home, and titniing his back on aciTcle 
of kiiiil face,*! fliow many kind Russian faces pass before me now, as 
1 k'un back in ruy study idiair in a reverie I) has buried himself 
alive in the hltby hovels of Llic working classes to educate them to 
fight fur 111Ji^rty! After months of hard work, in the foulest snr* 
lOuiiiJings perliaps, have followed discovery and iinprisonmeilt* 
Then have come perhaps escape from prison and flight to London 
—to make ilio discovery there that in the laud par e^eelUnee of 
lil»crty, poverty u looked upon as a crime, that districts as largo 
IIS 8t t^t-tcraljurg are giveu up to squalor and mise^, without 
rarliament carhiir one rap about tho matter, that piivate vested 
interests uro allowed to appropriate nearly the whole of London's 
river bank, lo spoil tho linost thoroughfares, and surround the gar¬ 
den squares with barricades ol iron. In London he finds himself 
as completely lost as in one of hia own great morasses. Cold faces 
Hurtoond him ; nobody well-dressed seems to rate him higher than a 
vugaliund, unless it be his fellow-refngees and sympathisers ; ami 
these also be observes are looked upon as having lost caste. When 
ho talks about patriotism/' people listen with a smile for to their 
view ir is now the trick of the political swindler to pose as a patriotp 
No wonder he floon grows tired at their cold narrow ways, and 
misses the general good nature, the breadth of view, and the happy-¬ 
go-lucky toleration of his countrymen. He finds that, save ott 
exceptional oceasiotis, one can be just as badly off personally under 
a Parliament as under an autocracy. If the Imperial family waste 
their time at bulls and dinners and the pleasures of Court life^ the 



304 


OEARLES HABYIN. 


'Parliament of Great ^ Britain al&o wastes its hours in babble and 
disorder. Great social f^uesHons are shelved in order that this or 
the other party may win in some iatermicable eonfllct oyer a peddling 
little matter that in Russia would be polished oft sharp by a single 
functionary ; and imposing commissionsj after sitting for years 
on poverty! the housing of the masses, or^ what not, disperse with¬ 
out any further noticfe being taken of tl^eir reports than if there 
had b^a no inyestigatton. In Loudon peojde take life in 
pen*norths* To a Russian it soon becomes intolerable, and 
he longs for the brighter climate, the cheaper *food, and the 
more comfortable lodgings at home, 1 imagine there are few 
Russian refugees to whom the refleotion does not come some tune 
or other, after sleeping perhaps in a cold and choerloss London 
bed-room in the dull and nipping month of 'Noyember^ with 
the landi^y oUmoariug for the rent, and threatening to turn 
him out into the streets of a city whose five millions of free-born 
citizens care nothing for hia fate (notwithstanding that so many 
may spout or write about their love of liberty), I imagine there 
are few refugees who do not feei they w'ere fools for forsaking their 
homes for a bubble, and would be only too glad to return to HuaBia 
if assured of a free pardon* 

Paris and Geneva are not so bad as London, above all the 
latter place, where landladies, as a Ilfihdist told me,the other daYj 
are more charitable, and will often give the refugees months 
and months of credit But in Loudon the revolutionist is a fish 
out ol water. He is no longer fondled by society* The poHoo 
hustle him about as much as the police in Russiai and on occasions 
do not hesitate to baton him if he expresses his feelings too much 
in illegal crowds* 1 do not believe in revolutions and wholesale 
schemes of reform of the Sociulist description myself, and in 
many things prefer autocracy to a Parliamentary systoni of 
Government ; hut I have a deep sympathy for these poor fellows. 
For years I have always recommended them for Russian leasona 
whenever any officer has written to me for the name of a teacher; 
and at times there have been pleasant Sunday parties of them at 
Plumstead, where, for one day at least, they have, let me hope, fois 
gotten their troubles, and revelled in roast beef, Ohrlstnms pudding 
and pofrter. It may be asked, why thb farof Well, when I was 
a lad in Russia, there were BusBiaus who were never tired of mak¬ 
ing known to me the remarkable and numerous dishes of their 
country* It was long before 1 learnt to love them—on one memorabte 
occasion 1 remember, 1 was nourished on commnniou bread for a 
considerable period, till I learnt to like black bread, the priest 
sending a supply from the church every few days; but I do 
like Russian liruig) and whenever I pay a trip to Russia my many 
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friends tbere seem never tired ef tempting me beyond the limits 
of hygienic propriety« Russians^ on their part^ mn away with the 
impreBsioD tnat we are a race of tremendous eaterB of subs tan tia] 
&re ; believing firmly that we dine almost every day npon ^^roast* 
beef, plom^pndding, and porter.” 8o that when Russians oome, 
whether Nihilists or imperialists, a large sirUon^ a flarkg plum- 
pudding, flanked by tankards of strong ale and porfcr, always make 
their appearance on the table, and it does one^s hesH good to sea 
how these pooi; revolntionaHoa enjoy this good old English faro. 
Then old battles are fought again ronnd the fireside, political theoTies 
are thrashed out, and personal revelations are sometimes made that 
shed a light upon the hopes, aspirations, and aims of the revolution¬ 
ary leaders and epahle one to see the great revolt of Russian intelU- 
gence against autocracy froiti a very difierent standpoint to that of 
the tonriat or travelling Pharisee*of the Laosdell description. 

It is curious what a little sympathy leads to. In Russm I 
never openly flaunt luy oidnions m public places; but I never 
conceal them in private. On oufl occasion 1 was arrested as a 
Nihilist at Moscow, but this was due to the officionsness of a 
dvomik during tho comation ceremonies, and the detention 
caused mo no after trouble. On another occasion I wag 
suddenly summoned to a police-station at ten o'clock at nighty 
and demrtod from my loagings followed by the ominous looks 
of my English friends, but there was only a trifling informality 
in my passport, ond I was back again in half-an-hour. Last 
winter a foreign consul, who was intimately acquainted with tbe 
chief of tho secret police, Informed a friend of mine that a man 
had been put on to watch my movementa ; but I never saw the 
man and never bothered about him—looking indeed upon him as 
a kind of friendly protector during my probings at night among 
the poorer neighbourhoods of the capital, an old pleasure of mine. 
But wbat 1 was going to mention was that being one day at tho 
Petroloum Exhibition, negotiating a contract on the part of some 
English friends with a certain nierchont over a tumbler of tea« he 
led the conversation round to the kind of Russians settled in London, 
and effected the discovery that I was a friend of one of the bast 
known of the revolutionaries. In a moment the old man was off, and 
in a few minutes ho returned with a naval officer, an author, a 
teacher, and another merchant, and in a few minutes more, aU were 
drinking enthuEiostioally to tho *^dear old absent friend in London,'* 
a toast 1 am not ashamed to say that 1 myself proposed when the 
plasaes of vodky wore clinking together, and everybody was look¬ 
ing at everybody else to propose the sentiment. After that there 
was lUOthing more said about petroleum (although the night's 
proceedings favourably affected the contract), and a good itH 
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waa said ftbont politics, notwithstanding that the doer fWjin 
tho room to the bar was open^ and police officoTS and: "offlclaH 
wore lounging about the place smoking and drinking/' JSot. 
one of tlL^sQ htnsaians, although their friend was reperiedt 
whether truly or not I do not know, to have part]cipa.ted 
in the killing of a certain tyrannical functionary, was whlft 
an English ncwsjta]ier would have meant by the appellation of 
Kihllist* They were iimpty RadteaU anstioue to see reform, but 
no longer ready to rush at the throat of tlie Tzar to secure-it, and 
if their views are comm on among the generality of raeu discontent¬ 
ed with tho oEistidg state of things, a fresh generatictn wtll havo 
to grow up before there will he a rocurronce of the reign of terror 
—above all, if the Govormnont pyrdoue other nolitical offenders 
^sidos likhoiniroff. * 

In many things the Tlussiaug are rrroro oppressed by bureau^ 
oraey than They were in the late Emperor’s reign ; but it is im¬ 
possible for any but a fanatic to regard Russia as refrograding. 
If the system of government liaA not been rendered more liberal, 
the men who rule Russia have been changed by abetter class of men 
at the heads of the administration. In politics us well os in social 
life^ the change from Alexander 11. to Alexander III« is a change 
not far dissimilar from that of George IV. to that of Queen 
toria. The Lite Emperor not only led a gay life, but his brotliers' 
all followed his example, tlie Mini^;tors followed suit (Gortschakoff . 
was more often in a brothel than in his master’s cabinet), and 
when the fnnotionnriea saw Grand Duke’s pillaging the depart-, 
mental funds to maintain their mistresses in lavish splendour, it is 
not surprising that the entire service was corrupt, and whole classes 
pf the community discontented. The present Emperor, on the 
Other hand, and his brothers Vladimir and Alexis, are honest men 
of strict morality, having moreover, genial manners^ who take an 
honest interest in their work, and enforce it as far as they can ^ 
throughout the service, ^o doubt plenty of corruption prevails, 
but it is punished when found out, instead of being tolerated 'as 
before. ** Uncle, what’s a £eet P” onoe said the present Heir- 
apparent to the Grand Duke Couatantine before bis father asoendod 
the throne. 

A Beet,” replied tho head of the navy, ** Why, a Beet is a 
lot of vessels.,” 

** No, uncle, not that kind of fleet,” rejoined the boy eameatly, 
** 1 mean the Beet that yon ddnk^iB it a wii», or what r” 

m 

There’s no such thing, mj boy. Where did you hear the 
word ?” 
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'“Ob, from I heard Mm say to mamma that yon were 

drinking all Ibo noetTableau, In another popular story the 

boy was mode to say ‘'Uncle, what is a RazboinikT* i^azboinik 

if a tbicf. " '* But isn't it something olso No, notbir^g else*’* 

" But*it must bo* nncle, 1 see you don*t know*," “Yea, I do, there 

is no other mean mg for tho word ; it means a scotindrol wbo steals 

and .robs from poor pooplo." Dut there must another meaning 

persisted the boy, “ becauae I heiird papa call you a 

r£)(kboitilk to juamma^ and you can't bo that/' 

* 

■ Stories, sacb as those, wore as plentiful as blackberries ton 
years ago in One boars noth lug of the sort against Vladi¬ 

mir and Alox-is, who havo succocdocl NiclioUs aud (Joastantine as 
hoods of tho arm^ an<l navy* If tho Bui^sian institutions are more 
tightly managed than botbro, and the press drops in captivity, 
Kussiu ha.H le^s to complain at, lesd to blush at, than ten years 
ago* “ What a blight mdieted on noble effort 1 What a 
useless sacrilioc I —the assassination of the late Ejnperor," Said a 
politician to me the other day ! “ The bomb that blow up tho Em¬ 

peror shattered tho wholo revolutionary movomentj aud throw back 
, Unssia a huiidrod years*” “ My dear sir,” I ropUod, if you knew 
how great a social and political change was accomplished by that 
act, you would say that, so fear from not causing a revolution, it 
realty did accomplish at a stroke au immense reyolution in the direc¬ 
tion of improvbmeut, although It may have been a different kind of 
transformafion from tliat contemplated by tho T7:arindos.” 

One can express such an opiniofi while censuring the TKarin* 
do9 and deploring the death of an Emnoror who, with all his faults, 
had much that vraa worthy of respect in him. It is hccauso Russia 
is hotter govomnd that the Imperial Government can afford to let 
plotters like Tikhoiniroff go back ; and it ia because this is recog¬ 
nised by such men that Tikhomiroff is wOling to make peace with 
tho Ruflsioa authoriiloe. 
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TEB RE71YAL OF RUSSIA AED TEE 
IMPEmiEG BURMESE BOOM. 

* 


,, , LftKTJOM^ March Uihf 1B89, 

O NE of tba most romarkable ovonta of the last twelve months is 
the revival that has taken place in Busflian credit and trade. 
When 1 crossed the frontier in Jamiary last winter, I received 
about ten roubles in exchange for the pound sterling—nine roubles 
ninety-five copecks, I think—at the German station of Eydtkunin, 
and ten roubles at the Russian istation of Wirballen or Virjhbolova. 
That mount that the roTiblo was worth«about 2s.' apiece. Before 
the RnsBo-TuFkish Warit had been worth 23. 3d,, half-a-erowri 
being in those times regarded as the avoKige for rough monetary 
culculations. In proceeding to Kussia, my ex|)ensea had been 
fi^ed on the two shillings^ scale. I had not been in St^ Petersburg a 
week, howeverj before the roubh) began to fall, and soon I was rc^ 
ceiviug 11-1^ and 11} roubles for the pound, being au improvement 
in my favour of two or three shillings iu every pound I 
spent. On one occasion the rouble even touched eightoea 
pence; but this was on the darkest day of the throe months* 
depression that prevailed during my stay at St, Petersburg. This 
fall in RnsEi&XL credit put a stop to all business. Then, in tlie 
spring the subsidence in the warlike feeling towards Germany, and 
the sudden export of vast quantities of corn, caused a re-action to 
set in* The rouble rapidly improved till a pound sterling fetched 
only 3} roubles, and this rate of exchange has been maintained over 
since. In conBcquence of the previous i‘all in the rouble, the Min- 
' ister of Finance had been compelled to iDcrease the taxes so as to 
meet the heavy drain on the revenue occasioned by having to pay 
many of the loans in gold. The result of the rise, therefore, was 
that instead of a deficit, or an even balance, the Minister this year 
finds him self iu possession of a bouncing surplus of ten millions 
sterling—a thing unheard of in Russia since the Crimean War* 
This unexpected windfall has stiffened Russian credit immensely, 
besides giving a vigour to Russian financial policy hitherto impos¬ 
sible. Thus one beoraof the daring determination to finish off the 
great Siberian railway in throe short years if the engineers can 
manage it; while the cmde-oil pipe-line scheme, on which English 
capitalists are about to stake three millionfl sterling, is to receive 
a guarantee of at least 3 per cent, from the State. The great Siberian 
railway I described in your columns some time agn. On this occasion 
1 will say a few words about the crude-oil pipe4in6 scheme. This 
is a project for connecting the Baku oil region with the Block Sea 




THE REVIVAL 07 RUSSIA & THE ISFENDING BURHESS BOOH 899 


by meao 3 of a pipe-lino fivo hundred milea long^ The idea ia by 
no meauB new. Many achomea hare boon broached at different 
timoB by English, Russuin, and American speculatora; but until 
the petroleum traf!ic on the State-aided Transcaucasian railway 
became too enormous for the capacity of the line, the llussiaii 
GoTernment rcfased to sauciion any of the schemes« A year ago 
a QoyemmciLt Committee drew up the terms of a proposed conces¬ 
sion, .which were accepted by a Ruaslun named IQliinoff, who, after 
an interesting succession of events, which it would be premature^ to 
describe to-da]f, Anally made arrangements with a powerful Eugliah 
Syndicatei it Js this Syndicate that is now face to face with the 
Russian Government, and tlio amended concession, having 
passed the Committee of Ministers, ia cx]>ected to be signed 
by the Czar himself this week* It is very curious to noto 
how readily powerfol banks and capitalists have taken up 
the schemo. At the head vf the Syndicate is Sir Edward Thornton, 
formorlv British Ambagaador at St* Petersburg* Starting from 
Baku, too pipe-line will hike a short cut vid Shemakha, etc.| to the 
Tiflis district, joining the Transcaucasian railway at that port, and 
thence make its way alongside it to Batonoa or Poti^ on the Black Sea* 
The cuginooring arrangements are quite comptoto* They were in 
readiness, worked out to the last detail, when 1 saw them at Moscow 
last year^ aui although the pipo-liue has to traverse mountains 
three thousand feet high and rivers so Ten hundred feet broad, the 
difficulties jiro nothing beyond what have been already Buocessfully 
overcomo in America. The pipes will have a diameter of eight 
inches, and will stand a pressure of l^SOOlbs. to the square inch. 
Pumping stations will he erected every twenty miles or so* The 
total quantity of oil that will (low through the pipe annually will 
be 1,311,000 tons. As soon as two-thirds of this capacity ia reach¬ 
ed, the Uompany will have to lay down a second pipe-line. Tho 
actual coat of the first pipe-line will bo not far short of a million- 
and-a-half sterling* The attention given to the scheme by Lon¬ 
don banks is a striking ilUistratiou of the revival of Russian credit. 
Three years ago no Loudoii bank wo old have haudlod sucli a scheme. 
For ten years all connection between London and Russian ontar- 
priseg has been practically soveroti* I queatioa whether in the 
wholo of that period ten Russian enterprises have been iloated 
in this country. Plenty of Russians have come here with 
financial projects, but they have had to go away again with 
lightened pockets and long faces. Concutrently with this, many of 
the English fir^s in Russia have liquidated their enterprises and 
withdrawn coihpletely from busmesa in that country. A striking 
illustration of this was the action of the banking house of 
Thomson Bonar and Company, which drew all its money out of 
Buraia after a l^ng aud h^uourablg record at Bt, Petersburg, and 
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direrl^d it to South America* I cannot but franklj admit that 
this lias been a policy I always approved of^ and for ton years I 
have repeatedly recommended in the financial press the diyersian 
of capital from Hnssiau to Ooloniul enterpriies* It is far easier 
to find roiuunerativo undertakings in the Colonies than in 
Russia, and one bos not got to contend there with that 
spirit of hostiyty towards foreigners * which has long been 
growing In Russia. It is trao that this feeling has bo&n directed 
cbiefiy against the Germans; but all the eame, it is not a pleasant 
ono for business men to have to contend with. Russia has not 
gained, but rather Iost> by licr maniibstations against foreigners 
and her aggressive policy against this country. Bui for the Russian 
advance in Central Ashi, fifty or a hundred millious sterling, which 
tho Hrltlrfh public might have invested iij Russian enterprises daring 
tho last ten years, have been diverted to the Oolouies and South 
America, and have boon applied to the dotelopniont of products in 
direct rivalry with those uf itussia* For a low years this withdrawal 
of English financial aid from Russia was not missed, hecanso the gap 
was filled by the influx of ca[iHal from Germany. Tho hostilo 
policy of Russia towards Germany, however, has put a atop to this 
flow, and Russia now looks to Paris and London, instead of to 
Borlln, in obtaining capital for industrial enterprises^ As might 
havo boon oi pec ted, the Frouch have readily responded to the 
appeal for casli, and will probably coalinue to do so<i but any flow 
of money from England must always bo of a fluctuating^ ebaraetor* 
It ia largely owing to the difliculty of finding romunerutivo 
investments that causes London banka to turn again to Russia* 
South African investments abound, but capitalists do not like to 
put their eggs all in one bosket. So Australia and Canada having 
successively boomeil and dropped out of favour, com^ny promoters 
are looking about elsewhere for a fresh field of enterprise for tho 
public* liereiu lies a golden opportunity for Burma. 

It is to be hoped that the Indian Governroent will avail itself 
of tho tendency to exploit Burma to give every encouragement to 
English Speculators to do so* It is the changed attitude of tho 
Colonial OllicG (where a fostering policy la now in vognej towards 
Bouth AfrlGau ventures that has caused tho recent rush towards 
tho Zambesi. The Russian Governmont, which is well versed in tho 
art of drawing political o^lvantages from trade, has this week sane- 
tioued an important mousuro with regard to Persian trade in the 
Caspian Sea. For the futuro, Persian goods from Meshed, doUvored 
at Askabad and on other stations of tho Transcaspian railway, will be 
allowed to be sent, duty freo, to Baku and Batoom. It is expected 
that this will divert to flussiu a deal of tho esaravan trade between 
Persia and Turkey ; and at any rate most of the trade between the 
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two Persian centres of Tabr^ez and Mei^bed. The dirnmnUon of 
the caravan trade on tho norili Persian highways will weaken the 
connection between Khorassau and the rest of Persia; while the 
attraction of tho trade to the Transcaspian railway will strengthen 
still further Kussia^s relations with that region. The more 
Askabad attracts the trade that formerly flowed by road between 
Meshed and Teheran, the more Itussia will sepamto Moshedfrom 
the Persian capital. The new measure, therefore, is a clever 
diplomatic slrt^ke, and will doubtless be used to the utmost by M« 
Gospodin Vlasoff, who urrivod at Askabatl lust week on Ida way to 
take up his new appointment ;is Russian CousuUQoneral at 
Meshed, 

1 have repeatedly drawn attention to ibo gradual colonisation 
of the Caucasus by Itasaia. • A correspondent of the Ncva> Vr^iya^ 
writing from Vladikavkaz says that last year over two thousand 
Ilnssian men, women and children piissed tlirough there on their 
way to Transcaucasia. In December a hundred and seventy 
families arrived from Saratoff, and dividing ihemselvoa into two 
parties, ono went on to Daghestan to settle down, and the other to 
Kara. Tho movement is quite sponiaiieous, and does not receive 
the least cneouragement from tho Uussian Govorament. 


TJJRKISTAJ\r m DlSFdVOUM. 


LondoMj No\>€mh&r 15th^ 1889. 

T oe close of General Roseubaeb’s career m Turkistan bu9 
attracted no comment of importance in Russia. Turkistan no 
longer possesses ^mlitical interest. Time was^ when the eyes of all 
Hussia were turned in the direction of Tashkent, and young bloods, 
fretting for fume, did their utmost to get a spell in Turkestan 
while somo campaigning was on. Rut the campaigning and the 
campaigning days of Turkistan are over. There is no longer any 
excitement in that quarter. All the khanates have boon conquered 
that were marked out for con quests and what ia worse, all the 
romance hoe ^no out of Central Asia. The Unknown is always 
interesting. Five-and^twenty years ago^ Turkestan was more or 
less unknown, and a faseiuation hang over citioa that had not 
been visited by Europeans for a prolonged period, and could 
only be visited by the most venturesome, at the risk of one's 
eyes and life. To march over vast deserts and storm the 
ptroD^holds of the Tartars was most delightful work for the 
Bnssians. Tg thorn, Control Asia possesaod an attractiga which 







no Englishman could feel, for out of that region had eprung the 
hordes that had overrun and kept Kussia in bondage for three cen-* 
tnries, and a feeling of righteous reyenga animated many who 
panned and executed the seizure of the capital of Tamer] ane- 
When old scores had been paid oi^ hy the conauest of Bamarkhand, 
Bokhara, Tashkent^ and Khiva, there was tne fighting with the 
Turkomans to keejr up the interest in Turkistin* Everything, 
however, has an end, except the Parnell Uommission^. and 
with the fall of Morv and capture of* Ponjdoh, the period of 
romance and excitement in Central Asia came to an end* The 
constraction of the railway to Bainarkbaud rendered Tnrkistan 
as commonplace as any country in Europe. Ho who goes 
to Turkistin is looked upon no longer as a traveller and a 
great traveller, but as a mere tourist w}io has gone a few inches 
beyond Moboow and is not much the better for the change. 
Instead of the magic words, Just arrivtid from Tu^kistau,” caus¬ 
ing a flutter in a ball'loom and taming alt eyes in the direction of 
the hero of the great exploit-—and is not the admiring glance of 
bright eyes worth going to the end of the world for P“thoy attract 
no more notice now than any passing remark about the weather, or 
the conventional chatter about one’s health* An ofiicor, therefore, 
obtains no prestige by merely going to Turkistan, and ho gains 
nothing worth having wlion no getn there. It is not simply that 
all Turkestan bag been conquered, but all beyond in a state of 
tranquility and peace. 


At the beat of times, Tnrkistan had always the reputation of 
being an infernally dull place but the romance attaching to it 
gilded the dullness, and beside there was the ever-present chance of 
glory by some coup of the Tashkent description to relieve the mono¬ 
tony of garrison life in a howling desert like the Aral region* 
Stripped of all romance and glory, Turkistau is as bad to get 
appointed to as the remotest provinces of Eastern Siberia or the 
lonely island of Saghallien, Moreover, tho area of the province 
has been cut down until it ia a very small a4ministralive district 
compared with what it used to be. Hence it is not popular, and 
servioe there is looked upon os absolute exile* Officera o? position 
and means evade being appointed to such an out-of-the-way 
wilderness, and suicide is common among those who are 
not so lucky to escape bauisbment to dreary frontier posts. On 
this account, General Eosenbach is congratulated instead of pitied 
at coming home again after six years of dreary and uneventful 
eervica in Turkistan, and Gener^ VrevsW ifl regarded as an 
unlucky fellow in being shifted from to Tashkent* Even 

the newer province m Transcaspia is not popular, in spite of 
the early annexation of Ehoraasnn being looked upon oa a eottied 
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thing. The annexation, when accomplished, is expected to be done 
poaoofully without any military glory, and thna tt ta a matter that 
oonoerm more the ciyilian official than the fighting man. for the 
post at Mery, and Alikhanova cboncoa in the direction of 
Afghanistan, now that the railway rnna thither^ there would 
be plenty of time for apiort officers to reach the place from 
St. Petersburg, before, hostilitiea commenced^ and therefore 
nothing is to be gained in going there months or years beforehand. 
Formerly the case was different. When to get to Kaufmann^s 
army was a journey of montha, it waa necessary for officers who 
wanted to secure decorations by participating in some campaign, 
to get appointed to Turkistan in good time aod remain on the spot 
until tlie fighiing begun, Tliere would be no difficulty now for 
the sous and ncphows of tlKj great officers of State to shift them- 
aelyes from the gay italonjt of St. Petersburg to the cam pa on the 
Mnrghab long before the llerv forces began to invest Borat, Why, 
therefore, bury one'^s self at Mery? Better remain at homo 
and get appointed to some of the frontier districts adjacent 
to Austria and Germany, where*the chances of war are con^ 
siderably greater. 3ucb la the argnment of Hnasian offieeTS 
now-a-days. Central Asia generally is at a diacoTint and played 
out. It no longer provides a ehantto for t\ rapid career or 
gives promise of an early war. On the other liquid, those who hold 
good uppointmenti in certain districts on tho Ausiro»German fron¬ 
tier, considar themselves bound to win distinction and glory at an 
early date. Meantime, West Russia is more lively than Turkistan, 
and while officers at ISamarkhand anJ Morv cannot amuse themselves 
by a trip to Kabul and Herat, those at Warsaw, Kieff and other 
centres can easily get by rail to Vienna, one of the most delightfal 
cities in Europe, wnoro they can have thoir fling at pleasure us only 
a Russian con. 

On this occount. West Russia la to-day what Turkistan 
was a quarter of a century ago, tho happy hunting ground 
of warriors waiting for the good tiinc when the Xxar will give the 
order fora rash upon Vienna or Berlin. The knowledge that tho 
Bnasians are in force along the forntier only waiting for u signal 
to pour in masses across tho border, probably causes Prince 
Bismarck many an unpleasant hour. France he has, and always 
has had, a certain measure of contempt for; but he knows too well 
the significance of the vast obedient forces at tho control of one 
man in Busaia, to fool easy at the presence of an army ever on the 

f nt viW on Germany's eastern border. So fur os Germany and 
'ranee are concerned, every year's delay in commencing the war 
of revenge is an advantage for the former, because the Germans 
are more prolific than the French, and every year, therefor 
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witeDe93«0 an increase to the numerical superiority of Germany. 
But^hen the comparison is made between Germany and Bussiat 
the advantage lies with Russia. In Russia the population is not 
only rapidly increasingH, but owing to the vast reserve of unoccu¬ 
pied territory she owns in Europe, she has room for several hundred 
million people at faotnei whereas the ground in Germany is ebreod^ 
more or less t^kAi up, and a large proportion of Germany s 
increase has to go to America and elsewhere, where it is lost. How 
to prevent this loss is no easy problem for Germany to solve. 
Even if sho hod colonies in temperate regions, whioH she has not, 
the increase would still be severed from the Empire, whereas in 
the case of Russia the increase is au increase that stops at home. 
This is true even so far as ois-Caneasia—the favourite field of 
Russian cotoni^a^ton—is concerned, because that region abuts on 
ibo Black Sea, and is as much part and parcel of European Russia 
m Posen is of the German Empire. Titus we may say that while 
Germany waxes stronger than Franco every year, Btissia waxes 
stronger than Germany, and Frinco Bismarck knows it. Better 
than any of his countrymen, ho ''realizes that if a niodus vivendi 
cannot be arranged between Germany and Russia, the menace on 
ibo Eastern border will become more and more serious as years 
roll on. Hence bis present efforts to *' square Hnssia. 

Whether these will be snocessful, time alone can show. On a 
pTcvions occasion, when he arranged a common alliance between 
Germany, Austria, and Russia, he squared Russia, at the expense of 
England. We had topaythe piper at MervandPenjdoh. Fora time 
Russia seemed to have the best oi the bargain, but when she found Ger^' 
many had managed by means of her alliance to secure huge slices of 
Africa and become a colonial power, and persisted afterwards neverthe¬ 
less in prevon ting Ruesia making any move in Bnlgaiia, theT^ar fell 
out with the Honest Broker. Tue (ask, consequently, of striking a 
second bargain with a disinusionized and disgusted customer^ 
is not an easy one even for such an artful dodger os Frinco Biamarck. 
Probably, despite the good understanding between England and the 
League of Feace, ho would he capable of squaring Russia again 
turning her attention towards Afghanistan, or Asia Minor, but 
the Russians are not to be caught a second time with chaff. They 
have brought and massed their troops on the German and Austrian 
frontiers, and they are not diaposetf to take off tho pressure m that 
*qnarteT until there is a proper reckoning in the Balkan Peninsula. 
So much is this policy persisted in, fiiat I hear this week from 
Russia that the troops sent from l^amarkhand to Korki this time last 
year, to overawe tho Ameer, have been removed from the OxUJi to 
their old quarters again. This is ooxnmented upon at Bt. Petersburg 
as implying a intention to make no move on the Afghan 
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frontier for the present^ und to keep up the tension on the Anatrion 
frontier* It ig to tlmt quarter that troojis and stores are incessant]y 
being sent Russia may liuve no definite plan of invading Anstro- 
Qerjnany on a fixed date—wars are not commenoed and carried 
on oow-a-days in this precise fashion—buL sho is none the iess 
makiog such exteasivo preparations that wiion tiie signal is given, 
a largo army will be nuite ready to roll across th^ border towards 
Viciviaor Berlin, Sfoanwliilo, Rugab already enjoys tlie benefit of 
being rerwly lor war^ Germany having become increasingly concilia^ 
tory in her difilomatic attitude* as large forces have moved into posi¬ 
tion on the Austrian fonitier* How long the tension vrill keep up no 
one can sufoly predict. The expeuso toiailthe Fowers|ol'kooping vndt 
forces iu constant readiness for commencing a campaign on receipt of 
a telegram is eiformous ; but linssia, with her mtllions of peasants, 
content with the clieapcHt Aiod and tho poorest futy, can stand tho 
strain better than any of wfille it is not much dearer to kof^p 

troops mossed ia KioflF and Warsaw than in Kazan or Penn* 
Shifting her ibreos from tho sontli and eastern province to tho 
west, does not wenhen lu»r a jot S04iilh and uiist, for sho has no enemy 
to attack her there* It. is Jitreront with Gcirmany, who luis to keep 
on the qut on both sides of her Pbnpire, und have vigilant eyes 
at the back of [lot head *h well as in the usual sockets* 

—-n——#— 
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Lo^T>rhNj Novemlier 22ndi 1889^ 

I OBSERVED lht> otlior day that the Russians arc greatly giveu to 
excessive praying over the dead, They spend aa much time, I 
said, in praying ter those betow ground* as we English people 
g|>end iu praying for those above it* X cannot candidly say 1 
consider it a hcaliby praeticoj or one culcalaUd to do much 
good* Tho world is mournful enough without making it more 
melancholy by unnecessary and superfiuou^ dirges, while it h bad 
enough to have to worry about the living* without concerning 
one^s self loo mneb with the fate of the dead* However, tho 
RuBsiaus^ one and all, think otherwise, and I should be tho 
last in the world to criticise duridingly what most of them honestly 
believe to bo a solemn duty* When a soul has vanished—-tho 
Riissiaoa have a picturesque practice of opening the window when 
the lost breath has passed the lips, in order that tlie discmbodiod 
spirit may isauo into the open air—it U deemed inctimbent upon 
all those who knew, loved, and admuod the departed to meet 
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to^etlier to pray that hi^ or her ains may he forgiven* Sharing the"* 
view, whether rightly or wron^ily, 1 will not iji/>p to discus** 
that the fate of a soul ia settled pretty (Quickly i.fter deatt 9 t 
it has always seemed to me superfiuoua to attemjA to 
it into Paraabe, not only by uie mass immodiateiy afired 
death, but by repetitious the next* day, tbo 
the next months the *nest year, or the next ceiitary,wmaDy 8 
Huaslans are fond of doing. Still there is something very V, How 
and very appropriate in the asscmbliBg together direct]i BoltieT 
death of all who knew and loved a man to pray tha£ his sm>aa Hiiay 
be forgiven him. Even if it does not honefit the deacireaiit ]s 
cal (minted to have a softening and improving induenceit bt the 
living. For my part, 1 hope, when I die, my frieuda i field my 
enemies) will assemble and put in an api^eal for mo'; for,^ abus 1 my 
sins have been many, including that dire and dreadful di^an ^sure of 
the Anglo-Uussinn ugroeinunt, and I am jjfraid I shjJl bty tha a sorry 
plight unless more mercy be shown to me than 1 hriussisreeantly 
showu to poor Dr, NoetUng. Should such a meeting it, ke place 
in England or in Hussb, 1 trust ihe ‘'bobby'* will not in and 

plant his truncheon between Iho prayers of the living o ml the soul 
of tho dead, as has just been witnessod in the oasc^iis of Tcher- 
nishevsky at Sk Petersburg* 

Tchernishovsky died in exile at ^aratotiF a few fjit sin ago, and 
early this week a number of students at the milknM'T coll ego 
assembled openly to implore Divine mercy for thlib< deaa 
The rite was a reugiona one, eommon as I have just h. 
part of the friends and admirers of Bussiana, wheh^^J^^ their 
rank or opinions, and if it was calculated toirehc*j“®, dead 
man any good, there was all more reason TWft:^ holding a 
requiem mass in this cos jeoause the man ria, f ^ 

Nihilist, When the late Ec?-^ror died, tens of ly, of 

masses were offered up on his behalf-^hundreds are 

offered up daily still. Now, if an Emperor, the head oflpof*** Church 
BO to say, should want such an awful amount of prayifeb' how 
much more praying for, in proportion, is neoded to sin* 

ner of a NihjJist into Paradise ? One would think that k Bus^ 
sian Govermnent were composed of tlie really good and pidF^ jpor- 
sonnges deputed by that flunkey-tourist, Dr.^nsdyll, they wolUd 
d^m it a duty to let the friends of a dead Laxarus of a ^former 
way as much os possible for the forgiveness of his sins. Events 
have proved otherwise. For daring to plan the holding of a religious 
service openly in tho chapel of the military college^ a number of 
studente and others have been arrested this week at St, Peteraburg, 
and poor Tohernishevsky will go short of a requiem mass in that 
quarter. Whether Autocracy gain by such mean and irieligioua 
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ipi^ ugainst a coiEafTil of claj ig open to question* Meanwhile it 
haa advertised afresh by the act the sad fate of the Keformor in 
Russia. Tcbernisbeveky was a Nihilist in the sense that Russians 
understand the term, that is to say, ho was in opposition to Auto^ 
cracy : “ Ho who is not for me is again^ and Nihilist ** ie a 
convenient term to include all who wish to alter the ejcieting state 
of affairs, although the si|rnidcancQ of the term has been narrowed 
and perverted in Eaglfand by ignorant writefs* Happily^ Mr* 
George Kennan’s admirable arlicJes in the Century^ which 
<-l strongly addso all reaBors to follow, is educating the pnblio 
of En^and and America on this point and throwing a ffood 
of light npon the struggle between Autocracy and the 
party of Reform. Une of the most inflnential, if nut the most 
intlueatUl wasirchernUlievsky. The sou of a priest at Saratoff, 
ho beciuno a student at tho*Sh Petersburg University just before 
till) Urimoan War. and process of time developed into a journal¬ 
ist and untlior* As u social refornier, he soon attracted attention, 
and the mouihly review he edited, the Sov€Tm€nnik^ beoame one 
of tlie chief organs of the Russian Liberal party* Tchernish- 
evsky displayed wondorfal cleverness in conducting the holdeat 
attacks on the old order of things under the very nose of the censor* 
In a whole article there wouUl often not be a single passage be could 
run his rod pencil through to suppress as being of a dangerous ten¬ 
dency, and yet the article as a whole would inoreoi^e the infection 
of Liberalism*it was his place to prevent. This is an art which 
UuasiaiLS dVo forced by circumstances to bo export in, and in which 
they display as much adroitness as some of our skilled joamatlsts, 
who manage to make the most damaging attacks on individual a 
in this country without lotting themselves in for an action for libel* 
1 would lake too much time to explain uud defino Tchernishevsky’s 
views, but speukiug generally he was not Jiiore th[Lu whut we should 
call a Radical. Mr* John Morloy, this week, has mode a loug speech 
on reform, without any harm (or any gooiL being done, which 
is violently revolutionary alougsido many of Tcherueshevsky^s 
writings* However, any criticism of the Government policy 
is looked upon In Russia with flis favour and dislike, and in procoBsi 
of time tho fate befell Tchomishovsky that has hofallen almost 
every Russian literary mm this century—his periodical was aup^ 
pressed and himself locked tt[]. For two years be suffered im¬ 
prisonment in the Fortress of Sit. Petersburg^—itself a great hard¬ 
ship, apart from the anxiety of the secret legal proceed lugs, aj- 
though a light one to the Rev. H* LansJell, the so-eallod missionary 
who, sent out at other poople^s expense to Liberia, could take 
the farthings and ha'pence of poor exiles, and spend his own 
pounds in baying and sending homo boxes of expensive 
ogrios for Iijtnsclf in England. How eontd aman of this Btamp, 
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gold in tbe cash box be tied ronnd with the gold of mllitaTy lace* 
At all great cerenioniei, social or of tlia Court, the black coat is the 
badge of inferiority, thoa^ it may cover a triads tone, a Tennyson, 
a Darwin, or a Turner, Evervwhere God Gun ia worshipped and 
doifitid, while the Pen and the Yard Mcasnra go about humbly 
muffled in crape, Bijch a condition of society nuiy bo a right, or it 
may bo a wrong one* I am not going to oiscuaa that^ It is certainly 
very pretty to look at, and 1 confess I like looking af it more than I 
do at the everlasting black coat and blaob hat in this country* Why 
should the people of the world, in proportion as thdy become more 
civilised, steep themselves more and more in mourning ? Long may 
the bright colours of the East defy the preposterous penitential 
gloom of English garb and English civilisation ! 

In Rnsskp the best museums are i^ilitnry museums, the palaces 
are full of pictures of war, the churches and catiledrals are decorated 
with bundreds, nay thonsandSt of flags taken from the enemy, besides 
the keys of fortresses nad the batons of captured marshals* Where 
are our trophies F Where are the flags taken by Wellington and 
Nelson, to name no other heroes ? The reader may know, bat 1 do not, 
nor yet 11 out of every thousand Londoners* Where are the Waterloo 
guns, and the Trafalgar gnns F Heaven only knows^J do not* la 
Bt, Petersburg and Mosx'^ow every schoolboy kuowsthe cathedral sand 
cliurcbes that display the flags taken [a the wars with the Tartars, 
the Turks, the SweJos, the French, and Lho Gerntans, 1 know 
whore all tha llussian trophies are, but as for the trophies of Eog-> 
land, they are lost or unknown, perished of neglect, or seatterad 
about forlornly iu cellars, gatreta, and ha'penny peep-shows, 
alias military repositories/^ to be found iu soJiie of otir gar¬ 
rison towns. Of their guns the liussians make splendid monumental 
iropliies for their squares, combi tiing a thousand in a group, in au 
arbistic imuiner impossible in this inartistic country, and decoraU 
iug their capitals with them iu a style cjiLculatod to make the 
tourist feel that the deity of the Government is unquestionably 
God Gun and no other, while we display uu incomparable mean¬ 
ness by allowing the equestrian monumeni of Weilington in front 
of tlio Ec^^al Eiccl^nge to stand over and ornament a public 
urinal. The Russians prt»perly treat their warriors when dead^ by 
not only rearing sploudid statues to them, I)at by also protecting 
those stetuos from the bats and Uie skunks of commorce* 

In this country, unions the friends of a great general club 
together to put up a two-penny effigy in b^on^e (what a wonder¬ 
ful ooflection of tnese wax-works' guys we have in London (.Da 
warrior stands a chance of getting no statae whatever* Where, 
for instance, in thia great metropolifi, ia a itatne to Clive, the man 
who gave ua India ? If ever there was a man to whom England 
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is indobtod for hor prosperity at ibis bourt that man is dive; yet 
a city that can spend £10,000 to rear again an absurd 
statue to brauily-faced and a similar flum to stick 

up a scare'crow Griffin on the aito of Temple Bar, cannot spend a 
penny to display the gratitude due to Clive of Indiai Another 
glaring case of neglect is the oblivion allowed to enshroud the man 
who gave us C^no^iU) General Wolfe. Where's hiv statne ? How 
mauy•Londoners know where he is buried ? Is even Greenwich 
conscious of th^ greatness ef the hero whoso dust lies in a lonely 
portion of her parish church ? Ko ; if the truth must be told* 
Greenwich is not: the pcojile them are us ignorant oi' the totnb of 
Wolfe as the peoyde of Woolwich and Fluttifitead are of the 
house on Woolwich Common where ‘‘ Chinese Gordon*' first saw 
light. * ^ 

Having ckpressed his pride at being alivo on the occasion 
of tlio />00tih anniversary* of God Guiu the Tisar went on to 
p;i.y : “X sincerely thank you all artilleryuicn present, jKwi '' 
(VVhat did the ghosts of dopurfisd gunners in Paradise or perdition 
think of this referouce, 1 wonder Y) and absent, for j^our 
nil a] ter able bravery. 1 am convinced that our artillery as well 
us the rei^t of our army will distiuguish itself on the field of 
batUo as heforo*" Very bravo and very pretty; but how 
absurd tlio continuation! God grant iliut this may not happen 
soon; may the Almighty spare us that heavy trial, hut if it comes, 
then lam persuofleu that our brave artillery, with other branches 
of the army* will maintain the honour of our dear Fatherland,” 
Why should a suhlierlpray to God that he may never fight? Why, 
after a life spent in preparing for war, should he bosoech the Almign-^ 
ty to tijiare him the heavy trial of having to face the enemy? No 
one who knows the brave stalwart Emperor of Xlussia would accuse 
Alexander 111* of cowardice, but when, in deifying God Gun, he ut* 
ters such speeches as those, he exposes himself to tho charge of being 
infested with cant. The words that the T^ar made use of would 
come well from the month of a Swiss General, because a S wiss girds 
on his sword simply to protect his hearth from the cove tons 
stranger and has no thought of glory. But when they are uttered 
by tile epanletted autocrat of 3,0011,000 troops, trained to regard 
military glory aa the higheat aim of humanity, one feels inclined 
to pat one's finger derisively to one’s nose, and ejaculate, with 
cockney intonation, “Walker I” 

No doubt the Taar himself is not an ardent lover of war. He 
ia not so sentimentally disposed towards peace as the late Fiederiok 
of Germany, but he seems to liave had his fill of fighting in the 
last Balkan campaign* Still, though he may not desire to plunge 
Europe into war to-morrow, he certainly does nothing to promote 
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the cause of poaoe» L will go so far as to saj absolutely nothing« 
for fliace he asoendod the throne ho has certainly done nothing 
to make tiussia tend more towards pacific pursuits than warlike ones. 
For instance, many acts of Ms could be cited for enlarging the 
army, strengthening its inHuence, rendering it nkore powerful ut 
homo and abroad, j^nd enriching its i^soitrces; but while thus 
faroutiug and oncouraging the tendency, not a single 

measure of his can be named for developing the peaceful element 
in Russia in similar proportion. The late Emperor Frederick, on 
the contrary, kept himself in touch with the non-mftitary elements* 
Ho encouraged, even to an extent that made him unpopular, the 
civil forces at work in Germany; whereas the present Tzar has 
rigorously suppressed them* The literary man, the scientist, tho 
capitalist, and the other cmlian tj|ws that make up niiietQen*twen^ 
tieths of our social fabric, are looked upon coldly nt the Russian 
Court Only the devotees of God GuihSnd themselves welcomed 
in the sacred circles of Gatcliiuii* Wiien. therefore, the Tzar turns 
to a swarm of those devotees and exclaims, Great is God Gun : 
may the weapons whoso 500th ^tnuLversury we are ceiobrating to¬ 
day mover go off! ” he utters a wish so much at vamnee with the 
function in hand, and ao contrary to his wiiole policy aiiiJ life, tljat 
it ought to hi VO boon laughingly recorded in Punch instead of 
solemnly printed in the Official Messenger. 

m 

Personally, 1 am a sworn foe to England^a blind^doration of 
Qod Gold, and could Hll columns of doleful lamentations anent the 
evil wrought by the general craze for cash* Surely there are other 
iileals worth living for besides that of making money* In Englnud, 
all classes arc infected by it. Everything is measured by a gold 
standard You write a book* J^^obody asks whut its iu^uence is, 
but puts the question : What did you make by it?” You paiut 

a picture* People do not concern tlicmselves whether it is n 
triumph of art or not, but enquire how much Is fetched at the 
dealer's* In every sphere of life^ a luan^s work is measured by his 
iueome, and if, for the sake of that work, he is ready, like the great 
toilers of old, to sacrifice cousiderations of hard cosh, he finds himself 
neglected and flaunted by the public. One can only adeqnatoly realise 
the intensity of the race for wealth prevalent in England by living 
fora time in a different condition of society, influenced by other ideals. 
Such a change of atmosphere ia not to ho found in this island, for the 
newspaper and the company pro.spoctua penetrates to every homo, and 
the country is Ml of lided sojouruera from London who spread the 
infection wherever they retire to recruit their health. But in a 
Russian homej above all a provincial home, the ideals and the 
anxieties are quite different from those of an English household, and 
1 always expoiienoe a feeling of relief and rest when Fortune 
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takes me for a time to Russia, Tbe worship of Qod Guo may be 
wrong, nay, it is wrongs horribly wrong nocording to the political 
economists, but the cult is pleasanter than the sordid adoration of God 
Gold, By pleasanter, I mean pleasanter for the stranger, for the 
non-military classes of Russia, God Gun is a haioful Holoch who 
devours the liberty of their sons, iinpoveriBhes the country by 
heavy, useless expend!tufe, places the civilian under the heel of 
the sq^dier and policeman,'aud mokes himself odious in innumerable 
other ways* The stranger does not feel where the shoo pinches, 
And the anoe IcKiks bo pretty that it is dtiRcuU for him to realiso 
that corns may bo compressed by the attractive military binding. 
No: Russia is a restful place for a litersry man to visit, above edl 
if he understands Hussiaa and is not a slavish worshipper of God 
Gold: but it is adiell for a ^literary man to live in. God Gun, 
great though he may be his 500 years of exiatence, is terribly 
afraid of the inkpot- Gocl Gold, with all his sordid powor, allows 
liberty to the pen, and it is open to auy m;in zii this realm, liow^ 
over poor, to strive for the reforraatiou of our civilisation without 
fear of being treated as worso thou a ravislior or murdorer- But 
God Gun, tlioagh the glitter on the atoel look over so pretty, onforcoa 
his worship on all, and the reform or has no choice between mute 
acquiescence at home and exile to Liberia- 

Tim SLA UGBTEB AT YAKUTSK. 


Loudon, Veoemher 27th, 1SS9, 

r wlll bo interesting to watch the fate of the revelation mado 
in the Tinxes yosi^rday, of the ghastly slaughter of the Yakutsk 
exiles by the military and civil aumoritios in Biberia. The 
narrative given, is circumstantial enough, and boars many evidence s 
of being of a genuirio characterp The Tinus says it is perfectly 
satiflfiod as to the authenticity of the information, and in spite 
of the shock recently administered to its preatigo by the Piggot 
tbo general public will probably ac<!ept the story as 
being in all esaontiala true* And, if true, it certainly places the 
Russian Govornment in a decidedly unploasant position. Before 
the tribunal of bjuropeau public opinion, tbo Tiims arraigns 
the Tzar aa being responsible for the fbulosi outrage of tbo year, 
and insists—and insists Tightly—that unless Alexander IIL 
takes instant stops to repudiate all personal sympathy for the crime, 
and brings the perpetrators to justice, the stigma of guilt 

42 
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itill itftolf Upon his head and render him one of the 

moat barbarous of modem |>oientatea, Eednoed to its eimpleet 
form, the atrocity exposed in the Timit ie thie. A sWrt 
time ago, thirty politick exiles arriTed at Yakutsk, bound for the 
place of their internment. The new Yice-'Qovemor had intro*- 
dtieed some fresh rules in Itis district, which bore bard upoa the 
mules on the rood, dhd they petitioned fof a modification. While 
awaiting a reply before departuTe, the fionse they were in was 
snrronnded by soldiers ; tbeir protests were oonstmed into a deter¬ 
mination to revolt, and a massacre onsned—six of th(i exiles being 
killed and nino wounded. Of the latter, three were anbaequenUy 
hanged for ** insnrrection.” During the scrimmage, and afterwardii 
the soldiers behaved with the ntmost barbarity* One of the ladies 
accompanying the exiles they ripped open with their bayonets.'* 
Another poor wretch who was found dying, was flong into the 
vehicle in which the corpses were toke^ away, with the bmtal 
remark that he would be dead by the time they got to the grave. 
The savagery of the soldiers was equalled by the savagery of the 
civil anthoritieiS afterwords. The survivojrs were hastily tried by 
a sort of dmmhead oonrt-niartial, and three condemn^ to death* 
One of these was a man too ill to move from his bed, so they put 
the bed on a oonveyance, drove it under the gallows, and hauled 
him out of it to hang in his night shirt and bandages, npon the 
fatal beam. 

Had such a barbarous outrage been rarpotrated m Armenia, 
all Europe would have clamoured round tno Sultan to punish the 
ofiTender and institute immediate reform* But this is a crime per¬ 
petrated in Holy Russia^ and the atrocity-mongers are mum*'' 
Qlie people who waxed so furious a few months ago over the out¬ 
rages of Monssa Bey in Armenia and the Turkish troops in Crete, 
have looked on with sealed Ups since the Timet pubiished the first 
account of the Yakutsk massacre in the midme of the present 
month. Fersonallj, my anger goes out against the evil-doers in 
all three cases, but I cannot but reserve a certain measure of ooa- 
temptnons feeling for those exhibitors of English cant, whoso names 
can M found in the columns of the Timet, and in the joumale of 
the Houses of rarliament, who bad ao much to say about the half- 
a-dozen murders in Armenia, and have kept their indignation under 
hatches while the Times has exposed the nine in Siberia. 1 have no 
patience with snch reprehensible one-sidedness* If a murder is a 
crime, it ought to be denounced with equal force and indignation by 
right-mind^ men, whether the culprit be a Hussian, a Turk, a 
Jew, or a Gentile* Speaking as a layman of the Church of Englai^, 
I cannot understand that immoral nnfeumess that can induce the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to rise in the House of Lords and 
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«ol9inaly^tenounee the orimefi ofTorkish adminBtrattaa m ArmBnift 
while caavenientlj oloamg *beih eyas te the refalatleiis made by 
Mr. Kannan ia the Century magaama of an infinitaly worse eta to 
of tilings prevalent in Siberia. 

Bat la the story true P On this point 1 cannot express on 
absolaia opinion, becaaao f do not know the sonrces of the TUmsa* 
information, but the narrative reads like a trae t>ae ; as regards 
the names and the incidents mentioned, while anyone who has the 
slightest acqwaintanco With police rnles in provincial Buseia 
will be aware that there is sa£cient brutality in the nature 
of the police offieud to crush an imaginary revolt with ihe 
rathlessness described* If it is not true, the Eossian Qovem- 
meat has itself only to blame that such stories can ciroulate 
in Europe, for the Press o£ Bussia ia so kept down that incidents 
whose proportions could be accurately deiined and weighed, if news 
were freely published, as tit home, are fated to cither die unknown 
or travel on to the frontier, changed in many cases with a cloud of 
rumour* The Russian Government, like all despotic Governments, 
does not understand that it is bette't that false news should circulate 
in the Press than out of it* A false story, circulating from mouth to 
mouth and increasing in magnitude in its progress, mav harden into 
a firm tradition and do infinite harm to States or individuals for want 
of something to overtake, expose, and kill it. That something is pro¬ 
vided by the Press. The moment a false sio^ is publish^ in the 
newspapers, a platform is provided for those who know it to be un¬ 
true to come forward ana openly contradict it* In this manner 
mendacious rumoxtr is quickly scotched, and the political atmosphere 
oleored of poisonous g^es, which in doEipotio countries, where the 
press is gagged, breed Nihilism, Sociaiism, and other diseases dread¬ 
ful to the bureaucratic mind* Had there been a free press in Bus- 
siaj the story published in the Tiin«t ten days ago wo'^d, if untmej 
have been exposed and destroyed by now ; wneTCas the Russian 
newspapers have been condemned by the cenaor to remain silent in 
regard to it Now that the fuller narrative is publisbed, the 
rightly opine# that the issue containing it will have to 
(Palate with the columns devoted to the afFalr, blackened^ and 
that JTO £ir as the pnhlic of Eussia is concerned, the atrocity wiU 
be k^t from it* Beyond all donbt, however, the stotr will create 
a itir in Europe* This stir will compel the finssian Government, 
which after all u very sensitive, to take some oogniaaiiceof the circular 
Uon of the charge against it, and it will have to do this through some 
official ohannel that will be discredited by the fact of being official, 
instead of being able to remsin quiet, as the Qovemment would 
inthia country, while public discussion sifted the truth in the 
press. On such ocoasions, the Iw cannot but regret the absence 
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of n oulfeiired indepondent press to protect him against slander, if 
such there be in this case. In alt probability the affair will end 
in the contradictions of the Russian Govommeni being disbeUevedi 
and for a long time to coino, Hassian odministratira methods will 
remain in discredit. 

It would be a mistake, howevi^r, to suppose that the 
publication, in Timet will fall so far as Russia is con¬ 
cerned* PriYuto iudividnuls receiving the TIrites through the 
jmst may get their copies blackened, .but the Tzara's copy will 
remain iroe from expurgation^ and os the Tzar reads the 
every day, he will certainly become cognizant of what has oc¬ 
curred, And becoming cognizant, be will in turn become re¬ 
sponsible unless he disavows the authors, since he will be unable to 

S load ignoranco of the event. Bosldae the TzaV, the principal 
linistor will get nuMtpur gated copies, sb will the Ambasaodors and 
many of the new3pa|jer correBpondents, ^^hile the Russian editors 
in due course will receive cuttings of the blucheuod parts in letters 
from London, These cuttings will enjoy a wide circulation, and thus 
in Society at Bt. Petorshurg and ^Moscow the news will get known 
uiiuost os completely as if it had been actually republished in the 
Russian Press, In this manner public opinion will be stimulated 
in Court circlos, where, after all, humanitarian feelings prevail, 
and tho higher officials concerned will bo pressed into making no 
in<juiry into the affiiir. Then one of two things ^ill happen— 
either lb© Siberian functionaries will bo severely punisdied, or tho 
report will be burkoi and new fuel providod for the Nihilist 
propaganda. 

Latterly, society at St. Petersburg has been greatly perturbed 
by two events^the death of Tchenushovaky, the reform or, and 
the death of Tropoff, ox-Prefect of the Rusal on capital. The 
former revived rcminisccmces of the TOmantic self-devotion of tho 
KihiJists of 1870, and the latter the heroic exploit of Vera Zas- 
snlUch. RemiulsceiLces of this sort are always dangerous when 
society is in a sullen and discontented mood. At preaont, there 
are symptoms of a new reaction against the reactionary policy 
the Tzar has sucocssfuHy maintained since he ascended the t^one. 
A fresh craving is setting in for reform, and thoughtful men are 
saying to themselves that if moderate reformers are to be treated 
asDodly as Tchemishev^y, Mmething ought to be done’ to pare 
the claws of bureaucratic brutality* It will be interesting to watch, 
the effect the Times* narrivtive of the Yakutsk atrocity will exereba 
upon ihifi movement* Hy own impression b, that there will be a 
rerival of anti-autocratic opposition of an active character thia 
winter* . 
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Lokdom, Januavy 2nd, 1890, 

E urope la unen^ jvbont the internal coatlttion of Rw^aia, 
What about the Tsar —is a (jueation drculatinc eveiTwliere 
in political circles* Rumour, hath it tliat he is ilh and hie illnesa ie 
ascribed to a whole variety of causes, of which the majority impljr 
the agency of his enemies* 1 can hear of no conHrmation of this 
in revolutionary quarters ; but the Tijar would certainly appear to 
be seriously out-of-sorts, and more worried for the moment by 
troubles at home than troubles abroad* Up to now, be has been like 
a giant running his course* He has enjoyed the beat of vigorous 
health, hehas eKperiencedwo opposition to bis crushing reactionary 
policy, and on tbe whole he has Seen tolerably well treated by Provl^ 
dence. At present we aeetn to be witnessing a turn of the tide* 
Obesity has bred dyspepsia, the worms have begun to wriggle 
under the heel of the Lord’s anoiated^ and luck seems to have 
temporarily quitted the gilded haunts of Gatchina. Some time 
ago 1 pointed out that the quietude of Russia during the lost few 
years was not so much duo to greater love of autocracy as to the 
fact that anfcoQTaoy had beeu rendered easier to bear by tbe new 
blood that had do wed into it, when the late Emperor and his blase 
regime had been struck down. Autocracy administered by the young 
Grand Dukes, Vladimir and Alexai was different from the seething 
corruption supervised by the old Grand Dukes Nikold and Constantine^ 
Eaccluding C^unt Tolstoi, the ministers of tbe new sovereign were 
better men than the miuisfcers of the old. Througboui the service, 
new oihcials were introduced, and these new officials effected many 
useful small reforniB. These improvements caused Huasia to tolerate 
the tightening of the autocratic screw. It was thought that as soon 
as the Emperor felt himself secure on the throne, he would relax 
a little ou the severity. However, years have rolled on, the Emperor 
has consolidated hta position, Russia has recovered her political 
and financial credit abroad, and the period would appear to be 
ripe for a display of good nature on the part of the l^ar towards 
his faithful subjects, l^tead, however, of warm-hearted thanks from 
One man towards the one hundred millions who do him reverence; 
tile people receive nought but frowns. The aspect of the sovereign 
is always severe. His policy is a policy of frowns unrelieved by 
a single sniOe, Whatever the peasants may think, the educated 
classes are beginning to tire of inceesont harshness, and this is 
leading to a serious display of restlessness at St* Petersburg and 
Moscow. 
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If the '^ar were wiae he would Bei^e the opportanity tmd 
throw a little oil on the waters before the oommotion beoomea too 
difEcnlt to deal with. AUhoagh people are dUaatiaded, they 
hsTe not yet begun to compromUe themaelvea to any serioua extent 
by participating in secret combinations against the throne. If the 
winter be aliowed to pass without a little Liberal Inbrioation, the 
restlessneBS that-af preeent is chiefly cokflned to the tongue may 
assume the form of cons piracy p The reign of terror that preyailed 
in BusBta from ISTd to 1831, can ha clearly traced to uie harsh 
enactments u^injt what Russians call the ** IntelUgence''* of the 
country preceding the Russo-Turkish War* Bureaucrats commonly 
think they hayc successfallj aocomplished their purpose when they 
suppress public meetings, gag the press ana prevent discoiir 
tent acquiring visible form in public. The case is invariably 
the reverse. If men are prevented 'from discussing their griev¬ 
ances, real or imaginaTy, m public, they will seek to do so in 
private. Private meetings for the discussion of grievunoee are in 
despotic countries regarded as secret conspiracies, whether in¬ 
offensive or not. The early reforming circles of ISTQ and 1371, 
were of the most harmless description. They consbted of private 
meetings of students, literary men and unselfish persons of means, 
anxious for the welfare of Btissia who assembled in small parties 
to talk over the best way of railing the masses. Could they have 
held their meetings in public, they would have been as innocu- 
ons as the mock Houses of Parliament which in this country 
amnse local poUticiaiis, having a surplus of gaseous tallE and useless 
time to dispose of. Discovered by the police, these students and 
literary men wero treated with extreme harahness. Most of them 
were kept in prison a year or two, and a large proportion were 
banished to Siberia. Tne result was what might have been expected. 
The fathers, brothers, and friends of the prisoners in many oases 
were exasperated into becoming conspirators also* This led to 
farther snppreasions and ineroasoa severity towards the plotiera, 
provoking in turn a wider and wider oircle of diaoontent. The 
lU-feeling of the intelligent classes spread by degrees to tine army 
and navy. Plot succeeded plot, the contest grew more and more 
sanguinary, and at length Alexander II. paid the penalty that 
all men must pay who tie down the safety valve and squat on 
it. Human nature is pret^ much the same^ all the world over, 
and the Viceroy of India would probably suffer the same fate 
if he listened to those heedless advisers who would have him 
suppress the Congress meetings and gag the native press* 

The present Emperor oommenoed his rule under favourable 
circnmstimoes, because the plotting hod been primarily direoted 
against the person of his father. The new sovereign waa wwus&ed 
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id be imocent of the harfllme&s that had led up to the cBtafltro|ihe 
of March 18$ K The auger of HTueiac mtelHgenoe moreover 
appeoAed by the death of Alexander 11. Eight ^eara have 
nowelapaed, and plenty of time has been given to Alexander 111. 
to settle himself firmly on his ihronot and then initiate a period of 
Liberal reform. The first part of the prograinine has been achieved, 
but there are no signs of any intention to imdert^be the second. 
Indeedp his policy wonld appear to he to persist in a reactionary 
policy of the moat frigid^cliaracteip The people are to be always 
treat^ as popf^ete in the hands of a drill instmotor. bnob a policy 
in these days of modem enlightenment^ is bounds nltimately, to end 
in failure. Tonng llnseia is already discontented with the new 
sovereign, and unless the Tsar be very careful, he will, by his severity, 
breed a revolt Against himself as surely as his unfortunate father 
did. The sword is unquestfonably a mighty weaion, but it readily 
yields to the corrosive in^uence of a litQe ink. Ko monarch who 
arrays against him the literature and the press of bis countiT can 
hope to enjov a comfortable rule. This is what Alexander ill. is 
duDg. Be has a contempt for tha Press, and strives to prevent the 
developinent of any culture except that associated with the sword. 
Even education has been ao manipulated os to prevent if possible 
the enlightenment of any except certain favoured classes. Portu- 
nately for the world, patriots and refoTmers are not confined to any 
special section of society. The spirit of restJessness and innova¬ 
tion infects/nen of high lineage as well as the humble peasant Dntv 
iog the last reign of terror, men of rank and wealth such as Dnbrovin 
and Krapotkiu applied ^emselvea as readily to the formation of 
opposition of autc^ratio rule as the “ slack baked cranks,'^ of the 
working classes who had become infected with wild, narrow notions 
of the blessings procurable by assassination and revolt There are 
^enty of similar men in fiussia, and although the Tzar would like 
them to confine their reading to pious stories of sacerdotal saints who 
sailed down the river Neva on grindstones, they find more congenial 
matter in the naratiTes of the unsetfisbnesBof Dubroyin and the 
tragic career of Sophie PoroTsfey. 

Tbl^ week a blow has been struck at Stasulevitch, by the 
popular editor of the monthly imwoEino, Veeintk E’uropi, a periodi* 
oal of exceedingly wild views, and enjoying a wide circuladoii in 
Russia. If such a man as he cannot eaoa^ suppression, the 
moderate thinkers of Russia may well despair of being allowed 
any voiee at all, while the present t£yimi lasts, Btasulevitoh is 
what we should term a Conservative, and he has always held aloof 
from anything approaching the revolutioiiarj taint. The EuBsian 
Government, however, now demands obemenoe of a medieeval 
ohazmoter fium the most smlightened of its oubjeots aa well ob from 
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the brato Bnriata m Siberia* Hene© the stir at St, Peteribnrg^ 
and the almost daily reports of plots and arrests roaoliing Serlin 
and Vienna from the agitated centres of Aasski. 


Lokdox January 9 th^ 1890 , 

Ifr. Qladstene has been “ drawn” on the qnestiott of the 
slanghter in Siberia^ and the answer is what might have been 
expected from that quarter* To a correspondent he admitted that 
the siatament in the Timet is of the gravest character and conse* 
qnencef'* but with amusing forgetfulness of the course he pnrsned 
in the case of the Bulgarian atrocities^ ha went on to say, m a 
second commnnicatioUj having evaded the point at issue in the 
first, that my practice has been to wait for authentic statements, 
or until opportunity has been given for denial or explanation before 
presuming to take steps* I entirely agi^ with yon that one rule 
nnd principle ought to be applied to every case. * In yesterday's 
Times I pointed out that Mr* Gladstone had not followed this rule 
in the case of Turkey* In 1^6 bo commenced hb crusade on 
the mere hearsay rumours of frenzied foreii'iiers, without waiting 
for authentic statements, or giving the Turks time to explain. 
Subsequeotly, is is quite true, many of the atrocities were proved 
to the blit ; but that was long after Mr, Gladstone went “ on the 
rampage.On this occasion, not only has he failed to taketlio 
slightest notice of the Timet^ narrativosi but also the damning in¬ 
dictment of Mr, George Kounan, which has been appearing in the 
Centwy magazine during the last year. The Howard Association 
has called pnblic atteution to those articles, and in America 
meeti^s have been held to denounce the outrage exposed by 
Mr. Ken nan. All this while Mr, Gladstone has remained 
mum,” and with him every prominent personage who took part 
In the atrocity agitation of 1876. After this, how can the Liberal 
and the Hodical parties of England escape the charge of political 
cantP If it was duty of England to protest against the Turkish 

cruelties of 1876, on humanitarian grounds, it must be her duty 
to protest for the same reason against the Hussian atrocities of 
1888. Nay, there is a gfoater cause for protest to-day, because the 
Bulgarian atrocities were chiefly committed by ill-^ontroUed 
Circassians who had been turned out of their homes in Akozla 
ten years earlier by the Russians under circumstances of great 
barbarity, and took their revenge on the Bulgarians to spite 
their old enemies. The Russian cruelties, on the other hand, 
are those of controlable brutal bnrcaucrata, whose intolerance 
of opposition and reform can only be checked by the persistent 
applicatton of European public opimoin. One of the stock arguments 
Gladstone in 187G was that the Russians were amenable to 
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Blnropeati pnMlf: opinion, wheroas tho Turks wore itot, and that 
Ihoreforfi It was essential £o haYa recourse to coercion to "restrain 
tliam from eloU of a barbarous character* Coercion being in- 
admissiblf^ in cage of Russia, it is all the more noecssarj that the 
leaders of public ,‘<linTilvl ?*in,^nls out with no Uncertain voice 

a^ain^t the a'r.- ^ .■' ■ ■■:' very fact that the Russian 

Oovornmeiit ? : > '-^.iropean opiiiiou should encourage 

snob a protc.-^si-it i as Mr, Gladstone to apply it on 

behalf of the tu E^berja. That bo does not do so, nor yet 

any other leaders of the Kadiculs, is only one more evidenco of 
the policy of pusillauimons expediency that now prev^aits with tlmt 
important party of the Eng lien State* 

Some time ago the question arose whether Pashino, the 
Russian spy—>^o visited* India in 1878 with tho intention of 
reaching liabul vid Feshawur, and acting as interpreter to tho 
Stolietoff Mission—'teal]y iivas dea^l or not, an Indian paper having 
noted bis existence a second tliue in India, while an OJ<issii paper 
chronicled his decease* It now appears that the former vras right, 
Pashino being at present at St* Betorsburg, where be is contribut¬ 
ing ocoogional articIoE to tbe local VMo MoUL In one of these 
ho flays that he secretly saw the Ameer at Rawalpindi, and 
that latter, after kissing him, uskoJ him to settle at Kabul ns 
adviser with a salary of 8,(K)(> rupees—a statemont which, to do 
the liuasiati press crediL, bos boon roceivotl with exf^reasious of 
ridicule anj Inorodulity^ 

^LL ABOUT RUSSIA. 


London, Fehmavif ISth^ 1800. 

I NXELLIGENCK received from Bnbu to^ilay states that tljc winter 
in the Caspian hog been a cold find disagrt?eable orio, and that 
sickness has been cxiromely rife. Russian peasauU arc accustomod 
to severe weather, but even they complaint that the winter in the 
Turkoman region is harder to bear than their own. In the interior 
of Russia wind is relatively rare in winter* Long spells of calm 
frosty weathoc .dternato with heavy snow ^torin^, the latter of wbiob 
are often welcomed, bec.'inse they till up the rufp and provide tho 
Commune with a fresh got of love] nirwis* But in the Turkoman 
region during the winter moiitrt^ fv'stunt sn.v:r»-i iou of 

piercing W'inds which sc(?m to gather incroiiscd irui ‘\gity i.i phasing 
over,the sandy desert, and are luro^ aoftcuod by a fall of Haky 
snow* So tliat the recruits for the Transcaspian Army, who have 
been making their way to Merv and beyond since the beginning 
of Deoamber, have had a decidedly bad time of iti The route 
43 
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followed from the Rnasian recraitisg centreBto the Traiiscaspiaii re¬ 
gion hatf been vid Odessa, Batonm and ^Bakn. From December Sfl 
to Jannary 23 (both old style) the local newsi^per Cat^an sUteB^ 
that 3,714 recruits passed throngb Baku on their way to Turkmenia* 
Most of (hem have been conveyed across the Caspian in spedal 
stoamerB. 

■I 

According to » ISarakhs correspondent of the Tidis XavkcUt 
life on the Afghan frontier is terribly dull. Sarakbs is bad enough^ 
but the garrison there is larger than ^t'^iho outpos^ and has been 
amusing itself with theatricals, with the soldierB as performers. 
No doubt the Persians from the fort across the river, and the 
local Sarik Turkomans greatly enjoyed the spectacle. At 
Ful-i-Khatun he mentions that there is at present stationed one 
company of the 3 th Hide Battulion;(tho rest bJing at Barakhs) 
and a sotnya of Coasecks of the Ist Gancasian Cavalry Begiment| 
the rest of which are at Merv, Latterly*"several valuable antiqui¬ 
ties have been found and forwarded to General Komaroff’s privato 
museuui at Askabad. The post from Russia only arrives at PuLi- 
Khatun once a month, and sometimes even at longer intervals. 
But this is not remarkable. The Russian Post Office is swaddled 
in red tape, and iu point of onterprise is about on a par with our 
War Office. When 1 was at St. Petersburg last I lived close to 
the head office—the St. Martin’s Le Groua of Rnasia, where I 
really believe fewer stamps were retailed than at,the little post 
office of many an English village. 1 know that wheueyer I asked 
for five shillings' worth of stamps, the uniformed funetionary used 
to unlock hi^ stamp box with a distracted air while an order for 
ten shillings^ worth appeared to cause a famine in the establishment. 
Oomparo this with wW is common iu this country. The other 
day wanting to despatch off 9ome pamphlets, 1 scjit to a post office 
near by, located in a grocer's shop and asked for five pounds’ 
worth of halfpenny stamps—2,400 altogether. My messenger 
received 1,500 at once^ and the balance was forwarded from 
the head local ofiSco in ton minutes, accompanied by the offer 
to send a postman in a cab for the batch when ready. 
Had 1 attempted to purchase such a number at St. Petersburg, 
1 should have been arrested on the spot as a dangerous lunatic. 
So that it is not wonderful that the poor soldiors at Fnl*i-Khatun 
get letters and papers only odee a month, notwithstanding that 
a native djigil could do the distance between it and the Transcaspian 
Railway in two or three days with the greatest ease* 

Borne of the Russian colonists who emigrated to the Trans^ 
Caspian region last year and the year before, are returning home. 
They dislike the country, and the limited area open to agnoulture. 
In general the Russian clement does not appear to be increasing 
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In trade the Rtiasiana are beaten bj the ArmeniiiDB ai^ 
Persians, who eyerj^hare ^cantroL eommaree. This is perhaps 
nataralf as the latter are indigenous to the Caspian regloni whero 
the Russian trader feel? himself a tbr-'^^ner, except at the larger 
mercnntilo points. On the other handi there is still, a stream of 
coleniaation in progress towards Oentral Asia, A Yladikavkax 
paper mentions that a badd of Servian refugees gassed there the 
othef dajj on the way to Mery ; curious that home troubles in the 
Balkan peninsula should have driyon Sorviaus to the Afghan fron* 
tier. At MerV they will inidgle with the Ohineso brought from 
Knloja and Kashgar to labour on the irrigatioiL works at Sultan-i- 
Beud, In process of time there will be a nice little jumble of races 
in the Morv Oasis* Unless they fight better than at home, 1 do not 
think the Afghaa will havejuucli to fear of these Servian settlers. 

General AnnenkolF has returned to St* Peterabnrg from the 
Turkiston region where hft loft his subordinates busily pushing on 
the Tra^caspian Railway to Tashkend. The new Governor-General 
of Tarkistau has not yet left the Russian capital for his post The 
invest^ation into (Jolouel AlikhanofF a delinguence is proceed* 
The Press has not been allowed to comment ^on tha 
affair, Gospodin Buctseff, tho new Russian Minister at Teheran, 
should have arrived at his pjst by now* During tho diplomatic 
interregnum Gospodin Podgio, first secretary, who had been 
left in chargo, died very suddenly. ’ Kb widow has since returned to 
Knsaia, paesiag on tho way Gospodin Spoyor, his successor* The 
^ttorblast ^pointmont was at first secretary to the Russian Mission 
in Japan. The balance sheet of tho firm of Kudrin & Co*^ which 
has been trading in a very vigorous fashion in the Turkoman region, 
Los just been published. It reveals a heavy loss* 

A letter from Resht states that the aevero weather hoe temporary 
jy pit ^ stop to the construetion of the Teheran Railway* Tho works 
in hand previously extended from Amonl to the port of Hassan Abad, 
A^nt twenty miles o± levelling has been accomplished and eight 
nules of train lino put down: great delay has been caused by the non¬ 
arrival of railway material from Bolgittm. This b largely duo to 
the eternal block on the Transcaspian Railway, consequent on the 
excessive petroleum trafiic* The landing arrangemeuts for the 
material have also been dofectivo, in consequence of w^ch there 
have been exteneiye losses on the Persian coast* It is to be hoped 
that things will^ improve before the arrival of the forty case of 
treasures belonging to the Shah^ purchased or presented to him 
in ^ Eurape, which passed through Odessa a few days ago* The 
chief internal PJ®c® of news this week is tho issue of the new 
Buflsian loan* The moment is an auspicious one for oonrorsioa 
operations. Last year Russia was successful enough, hut the rise 
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in thti nitc of in the interval make a difFerenoe of 7 per 

ocnt in her favour. When I was in Hnaaia, two yoare ago, I bad tb« 
pleasure of paying only eighteen pence for every paper rouble 1 
wished to obtain at SL Petersburg. The price of oomtooditiefl and 
Ihinga in Bnssianot having risen, each eighteen ponce turned into a 
ronblo was capable of pnrebasirg t-ho vulae tif about half a crown* 
Affairs Eire now reverscfl. The roulde has fisen in value to the extent 
of eight pence, and this week, in paying tho bili for my yearly snlH 
st'riptioD to Torionij Kiissinn newspiipers, the exchange value of the 
rouble was reckoned at 2-2d, Tlio new tourieen miKion loan re to 
bo called '‘The Second Con version Loauj’* that of last year being 
denominalcd the First. Borh, however, arc to bo eattingniabed on 
the same date, lust year’s Iran mnning eighty one years and thia 
year’s eighty. The new lean will convert the hfty^million^rouble 
Joun of 1855, flouted Juriiw the (Irimaau War ut a cost of 5-| per 
cent., and the two Anglo-Duteh loans floated during the Polish 
troubles at a cost of (5 p^r cent, Thi present fourteen million 
sterling, raised to wipe them out* wil) not cost the State tnuoh 
more than 4J per cent, (.consequently the conversioix will effect a 
eoufidoreble economy to the Russian Exchequer. 

Although the loan Is being raised at St^ Petersburg, Berlin^ 
Parisj Amsterdam and London, tho Rnsf^lan Min later of Finanoc 
ho^ evidently fixed his eye on the French investor in making his 
nrrangementa, the valno of the bonds being in round figures in 
French currency only* Thus the French bonds oro of the value of 
500 francs, 2,500 francs, and 12,500 francs, whereas the English 
equivalents are £l0,15t> ; £98,17fi ; and £49,176, respectivoty, 
amounts very awkward for market quotation. The Dutch and 
Gennan equivalents are equally inconvenient. However, it is not 
likely that the Qertnans will invest largely in these Russian bonds, 
not yet the English inveator. Once upon a time Russian stocka 
were a favourite investment for those people who buy bonds to lay 
them up in lavender. At the time of the Busao-Turkish War, 
Englttna's holding of Russian stocks was extremely large. Even 
the shrinkage in value during the war did not much diEninish 
the total held. The Nihilist trouble, howeverj exercised a pro* 
found influence; and, under the conviction that for many years 
linssfan afiairs would be turblent at home and abroad, the public 
gr^cally allowed the Germans to relieve them of a large proper* 
lion of tneir holding* Since then Hnssiim credit has gone up, but 
Hnssian investmeniB are no more popular now than they we^ five 
years ago. A few bankers and brofcerfl may break the ice on 
this occasion and speculate a bit; but the mrecastmaj beootifl* 
dently Imzatded that the public generally will not rush in to sub¬ 
scribe heavily for the Bussian loan* 
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The ierrible boiler accident on board the Barraconta has canaed 
on oDtcry in the press a^aihst the constant break>doirnB of the 
machinery on board English men^f-var. It may be a slight oon« 
eolation to know that fbreigo navies are no better off in thu 
respect, and the St, Petersburg newspapers contain bitter com- 
plaints about the alleged defects of Ensaian men*of-war engined by 
English firms. The fact of the matter is, tbese fapures are due to 
the snUgonbrn between the points of view of shipbuilder and 
manne engineer escisting in all countries. The naval architect 
designs the hifll, and in t^ihg to make it as strong as possible and 
accommodate the heavy weights enforced by turrets, monster 
and leviathan shot and shell, down the space at the disposition 
of the marine enginf'cr to such an extent that it is simply im possible 
for the latter to •^araniec effective engines, 1 have taken ^rsonal 
part in some of these eonteftts between naval architects and marine 
engineers, and am not peaking without a oertain knowledge of 
the subject when 1 express the conviction that the break-downs and 
failures conimon in our fleet to-day will not cease until the design¬ 
ing of the whole structure, inside i^nd out, is placed under the con¬ 
trol of one man* and that man the marine engineer. The conflict 
between ship-designer and marine engineer is an old one, but it is 
rajndly reaemng a climax. From designing the ships throughout 
and everything in it, the naval architect has gradually ridded to 
the marine engineer, until nt present he really does ntile more 
than design the she 11. Circumstances, however, have served to 
render him the official superior of the tnarino engineer^ and the 
latter still holds a subordiuate position although modem vesselfl 
are simply boxes of machinery, an d the success of the ship depend 
deni upon its enginea, Anyone who is conversant with the 
capacity of engineers in general, and of the engineers who deeign 
and consfrnct marino engines in particular, will bear me out that 
an engineer who can plan the innumerable engines that now-a-* 
days fill up the inside of a ship possesses sufficient skill and 
mental capacity to design the shell as well. This is an opinion that 
is gaining ground in engineering circles, and the sooner the 
designinj and building ofshipB, inside and out, passes completely 
into the hands of the eugineori Uie better for the war ships of the 
world generally. 

The report 1 have received to-day of the annual meetup of 
the 8t. Petersburg Slavonic Society under the presidency of 
Oount Ignatieff, states that the snbeariptions received last year 
amounted to over £3,00Q; a new branch society^ reoently started 
atMoflcow^ forwarded £600 to be distributed among the snfiaring 
Slavs. It is the almanack just issued by this sooiity that hie 
caused so much excitement on the Balkan peiuiisida, the 
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specialists/^ as tlie Count called them ia hii speech who hod 
prepared the accompaajlng map of the Slav peoples, having re« 
aistribiited the boundaries of Bulgaria, Sorrm and Roumauia in a 
manner tti^t has caused great ofience* 1 should imagine that the 
chief / ^edalist ** in the preparation of this map was^ Count 
Jgnatieff himself. Having no ofQcial duties to ocoupj his boej, 
euergctic mind, ho •everts bicnself to the utmost in his private 
, capacitjto stir the du^t in the Baikau’^peuiusulo. If the * truth 
were known of the various plots that hav.e distracted Bulgaria and 
Seryia of late jeara, the world would probably ha astonished at the 
oitensive part plajed by the Count iu their inception, Luckily 
they have been all failures. 


p 
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' London, March tih, ISSO, 

T he recent revelations in the Times reapeotiug the political atroci¬ 
ties in Russia, although they have failed to draw that leathery 
old Jesuit, Mr, Gludst^o^ have succeeded in arousing sufficient 
public feeling to lead to the formation of several societies charged 
with the duty of trying to amcliorato the lot of the prisoners and 
captives" in Russia. On Sunday there is to be a great meeting in 
Hyde Fork, at which a number of Russian refugees ore to be 
present, in London aud at Newcastle the printing press is 
hard at work turning out tracts and pamphlets, to be circulated 
on behalf of the suffering Bussian reformers in Siberia, As yet 
■ no great political names have associated themsilves with the 
movement, but they will probably come in Later on^ Fo; tho 
moment no political caprial is to be made out of baiting the Rus- 
Bian Tzar, and men of tbc Harcourt or Morloy atamp, therefore, 
evade and avoid any association with the protests now being raised* 
Such Radicals are wise in their own generation, but to the outsider 
their conduct is sug^stive of the most unmiti^ted cant. Every* 
body remeEnbers how England went on the howl over the Bulgarian 
atrocities* Humanitarians of every party and creed r&n^ged 
against the unspeakable Turk. Mr* Gladstone invoked the Di^e 
^gure from the North to take in hand the task of Tenganoe, and 
was not content until the Cossack was set loose to wo^ devilneJ 
equally atrocious n^n the Mussulmans of Bulgaria, When Mk. 
BMujder, the American writer, and one or two others proceeded 
to point out that Russia hod been guilty of many a bloody mosaocre 
in her time, Mr* Gladstone fell foul of them in the Tim«i, although 
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if tliere is any fa<;t in history bettor establiahed than any others it 
is that if the Hnsaians had not by barbarous cruelties expelled the 
AbkhaxiaDB during the sixties from the Oauoasns, there wonid have 
been no Bulgarian atrocitieSf since it was the circumstance of 
those expelloa nomads happening to be at the Sultan's dieposalj and 
uourishing feelings of wild revenge that led to the great Balsan catas¬ 
trophe. A few years ago, when Russia commenced ill-treating 
the kidtliappcd their Prince, ih% refusal of Mr^i 

G ladstone to make any eiFort to protect his former proteges con¬ 
victed him, in*public estimation, of having in 1876 traded on the 
atrocities for purely personal aims of a seJ£sh character. It was 
seen that there was no real love of humanity In the man. The 
crusade of the Liberals against dospotiEni “waa a mere sham. More 
recent events hmo justihed this opinion, and if the atrocities in 
Bulgaria were to be rej^ented fifty times over in Siberia,the proba¬ 
bility, nay moral certainty, is that Mr. Gladstone would continue 
to the last to remain ** mum,” 

However, although the Irish question is interminable, and the 
Titnet servcB up two-thinls of its pa{>er with Home Hole matter the 
public is pretty well sick of^ we cannot have the Grand Old Man 
much longer with US. In Hadioal cirelcs he is looked upon as a 
lapsing factor in politics, and already the policy of the party is 
being recast without any reference to his views. The newer Radi¬ 
cals do not consider themsolves hound by Gladstonian inconsisten¬ 
cies. The^ouor of the Radicals ia one thing; the honour, or dis¬ 
honour of Mr, Gladstone quite another. It is the rising Radicalism, 
or, if you like, the RiuUcal tail, that is taking up the Russian atro¬ 
cities. For tbo moment the head of the party is etiiT, glacialized 
by the Grand Old Man, but before long I feel convinced the tail 
will wag it. It will becemo a plank of the Radical platform to 
sympathize witli the Russian party of reform, and, for various rea¬ 
sons, I belieyo that the plunk will become a permanont one, 
Some of those reasons 1 will endeavour to give. 

In the first placo the present policy of the Tzar cannot be 
possibly carried on without the Russian administrative maebinery 
turning out an increasing crop of malcontonta yearly. Modern 
enlightenment reaches Russia in all manner of ways and will not 
allow the educated public of that country to remain satisfied with 
a Jock Frost policy of the middle agos. The anoestors of the 
modem RuBsiaii bore the despotism of uielr princes pretty tamely ; 
but the violent deaths of many of the latter showed that the soodng 
WBB not all on one side. It ia a well-known fact hx Russia that the 
moment a man becomes educated he is not to be impticity relied 
upon os a tame and hamblo servant of the State. The peasant who 
reads ia not half so loyal as the peasant who remains ignorant of 
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lettMS. The peasant whe comea to to^n. and turns votkman 
becomes m a couple of jears, in S.ire caeea out of buc^ a dtf^ 
contented politician^ often of tiie narrowest NlhiHet type* As 
for the cultured olasses, one boa only to mi:s; with them—do 
not mean as on ignorant tourist, bat as a friend oonrersant 
with the inner life of the country—to discover that criticism 
runs more against the Tzar than in fav6ur uf him. It ia out oi‘ 
these elements That the atrocities spiinj^* An educated p^ant 
caught speaking favourably of the republican institations of France, 
perhaps not in the least dUloynlly^ is pounced upon hy a zealous 
police officer, and is dep irted straightway without trial to ISiberm. 
Here, it will bo aeon, is a political victim at once. When he Burives 
in Siberia he ia animated by fury against the State, and if be aoiiie 
day escapes and makes hia way to St. Peboraburg ho is probably 
quite ready to join in any plot to assassinate t-he Tzar. 

Take another typical case, A party of students assemble in the 
evening in the lodging:) of one of their number, and discuss among 
other things the present and future of Kn^sia. Such a theme na¬ 
turally rises when young men having grown tire J of talking univer¬ 
sity ''shop’' and e^-bans ted all that is to bo said for the moment 
about literature and science and, I may add, wine and women, 
young mon are mostly advanced in their views, aud it ia not 
flurprising if some of them are heroiical in regard to the Divine 
origin of autocracy, 1 have taken part in many of fhese meetings 
myself, whero over unlimited lagor beer or Jorums of cttocoktet a 
change to the interminable tea, 1 daresay I nave expressed opinions 
as rash ind as enthusiastic os any revolutionary of tu-day. If 
the talk was wild no active harm to the State viras meant, 
and I believe most of ua really thought more of airing our 
own cleverness than doing any injury to autocracy. I’ll confess, 
at least as regards myself* that the most revolutionary talk at night 
did not prevent mo wishing the next day, as the Blmperor dashed 
past in hia sledge along the Nevsky, that something might happen 
that might enable me to save his life and earn one or two of those 
lovely stars and crosses which distinguished Bnssiaus desport upon 
their breast. Those were my salad days, when \ dreamed of great 
things and hoped for uitiniabe internment in West minster Abbey. 
Fell pessimism has swept e.way those glorious visions, and 1 now 
even nnd iknlt with the Abbey as beiiig inconveniently packed 
and a trifle too warm. What has become of the wild hurum 
tcarum student friends who used to plan the reconstruction of 
finssiaP Each time I go to Kussia 1 End fewer kindly hearts to 
greet me as of old, and more than one good fellow, 1 fear, to 
rotting his life away in the mines of SiberU. Although in most 
countries such oaaual gatherings would have been ignored by the 




ENtlliAlVD ON TH£ HOWL. 


30» 


Btatoi in Russia the? wete distitiotir ilkgiU, aud it was becanao 
they were illegal 1 tbiuh that tJie lager beer tasted better in a 
crowded chamoer reeking with smoko^ with doors and windows 
shut to keep in the conTersation than at the more commodioxui 
Bier Balle not far off* 

Every year the polict drop Upon such harmless supper parties ; 
and woe l^tide all who ate caught red-handed. Many a student 
has been exiled to Siberia for atteuding such a meeting, and hoa 
been turned fnjm a possible ijseftil citizen into a pasaionate revo* 
luUouniy. Every week in Russia men are arrested on saspicton 
of being hostile to the State^ and without public trial aro deported 
thousands of miles from their homo. Injustices of this kind cannot 
be inflicted on one man without making a dozen who knew him 
discontented wltfi the State.* In this niauncr the present policy of 
the Tzar is breeding anew generation of Nihilists, who will one 
of these days be large enough in numbers to organize afresh a 
Reign of Terror, present Emporor has been given a deal of 
rope, and he has pretty well used up most of it* Unless I am mis¬ 
taken the apparent tranquility of his rule will uot remain much long¬ 
er unchallenged. 

Of late years tho Russian revolutionaries have had to work 
against heavy opposition at home and abroad. In their early con¬ 
spiracies against the late Tzar they enjoyed a good deal of sympathy 
and support in "Europe. They moved about Europe frccK; they 
had couveuient lieodquarters at Zurich, and could even collect in 
Germany on the very rim of tho Bu 'sian frontier without fear of 
being extradited. Even during the reign of terror they enjoyed a 
deal of sympathy in Europe, but the Socialist attempts against the 

S erson of the Kaiser Wilhelm, and the dynumite plots in London ren- 
ered revolutionary methods odious. When they blew up Alexander 
II., they naturally suffered from the reactions ; and Europe was deaf 
not only to the refugees ia her cities, but also to tho exiles in Sibotiiu 
A sham accouut of Rieir life there by that mountebank missionary, 
the Rev* K. Lansdell, increased the Nihilist depression. No one 
would listen to what the osiles or the refugees to say. This 
period is now ending* European feeling is rising fast against 
the present policy of the Tzar, and the aims of tho party 
of reform are being sympathetically discussed. This tendency 
is bqxmd to exercise in turn a powerful influence on the 
Buseian refugees and exiles, li will invigorate them to a fresh 
against the Tzar^ and 1 shall not be at all surprised if 
public aubsoriptioiis are not raised to promote the movement. If 
this induces tho Russian Gorcrnmenl to reform some of its abuses 
and treat the politioal prisoners a little more humanely, the 
demonstrations in England and America will be worth the time 
44 
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and monej spent upon tbeju. As for causing the Emperoir to reout 
hia poJiej of stifiening Enseia with medueval stareh, 1 do not 
. they will have the slightest eBect in this respect* 

■» ' ■ M l ■ ■ ■ 

TBB 0V;EB^EA COLOmSATlOK OF 

SIBERIA.' 


LondoU, March 14ih^ 18B0. 

A FEW days ago a very intereatiDg lecture was delivered before 
the Hembera of the £thnogra;^ic&l Section W the Imperial 
Russian Geographical Society on ** Ensslan Emigrants to the 
Ussuri Begion*'^ The lecturer was Dr. lA. B* Eliaaeff, on enter¬ 
prising geographer, whose last exploit but one was to explore the 
Tigris and Euphrates valleys, in 1837^ in the interest of the 
Russian Government* Last year he took a private trip to the 
Facifio, and in hia lecture pnts on record impressions of the wretch¬ 
ed System of administrative colonisation in vogue, which have 
caus^ a deal of talk at St. Petersburg* Tho Ussuri region, with 
its magni^cent part of Yladivostook, was wheeled or wrestled 
from China by Count Jgnatiefif in 185$. The foliowing.year oolouisa* 
tian commenced^ but the movement was chiefly m private one, 
and only a few peasants pushed their migration across Siberia 
ashsr as the Pacino coast. A littie later some Cossacks were sent to 
form frontier settlements, and hundreds of Oral Cossacks were 
exiled thither in 1875 for making a demonstratioo against new 
militaTy laws. In the main, however, Russia contented herself 
with tho establishment of tho naval station at Vladlvostock, and 
left the interior to look after itself. When the Turkish War 
occurred, Russians regarded Vladivostock as lost. The squadron 
in the Pacific was a weak one ; the supply of coal was short, and 
the defences at Vladivostock so inadequate to tho she of the place 
that an expedition from England or India would have easily- 
captured the port. Throughout the spring of 1878 the Russians 
were in a funk about Yl^divoitock, and the moment the war 
was over they proceeded to revise their defences in the Pacific, 
and put them in proper order* Two dangers had to be guarded 
against—the descent of an Anglo-Indian expedition, and the in¬ 
creasing preponderance of the Chinese population. The first was 
gnarded against by an immense expenditure on the littoral forti¬ 
fications, and the second by a prohibition against any more 
Chinese entering the country, coupled with its colonisation by 
Russian peasants on a definite plan* 
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Tha firat ship load went ont in 1883. Since then eyei^ eeasoa 
two htmdfed aad fiftj peasant families baye been sent out &t Gh>T- 
ernment cost, while aaaiated paiaagea have been granted in oertaia 
cases where village oommunitios nave petitioned to be allowed to 
despatch batches of surplns members of the commnne to the Far 
East. Both at Odessa apd at Vladivostook the emigrants have been 
under the guidance of lineal government commitUes, who have sup¬ 
plied them with clothii^ and implements, and asaigned ihoir 
locations in the Ussuri galley. Up to now upwards of 16,000 
Hnasians have reached the Pacifio in this manner. Unlike our 


emigrants, who are encouraged to spread over the land, the Bus- 
sian settlers have been confined in settlements, after the model 
of the communal villages at home. At present there are sixty 
of these peasaul settlements, and twelve Cossack Hanitzat in the 
Ussuri re^on. Most of*the colonists are Little RuBsians from 
the crowded districts cf Poltava and Tchernigoff, Their land 
locations are mostly in splendid connirr, but the sites of the villager 
are often so badly selected that death is terribly rife among them. 
Children in particular perish in large numbers in censa^uence of 
the exposure, bad food and the absence of good sanitary arrange¬ 
ments. According to Dr. EliaaefP a heavy death-rate oommenoea 
from the very departure of the colonists from Odessa. He ought 
to know, as he went out with an emigrant ship, and saw with ms 
own eyes evidence of over-crowding, foul atmosphere, bad food, 
and otherilefocts of the coloniaing system. On the voyage the 
emigrants broke out in revolt, declaring they were being 
starved and poisoned. The relations between them and the officiola 
were such that Dr. Eliaaefi', bein^ mistaken for one, in the 
course of making friendly enquiries was grossly insulted. 
When told they would find Tehinovinki in the new land they 
were greatly disappoiDted. They hod hoped to be their own 
masters. At YJadivostock things were even worse. BarroxxkB 
for the new-comers cxiated, bnt the anrangements generally were 
so defective that the arrivals were decimated before starting for 
the intorior,^ On the journey many perished of fktigue and fever. 
Still, in spite of all this dreadful maladministratioQ, it would 
appear that once settled down, and over the first troubles of coloni- 
safion, the peasants—if they survive the ordeal—thrive in the 
new country.^ The birth-rate is high, and helps to cover much 
of the mort^ty. All the same, a morongh reform of the colonis¬ 
ing Byatom is ne^ed, and, thanks to Elisaeff and other denouncers 
of the eating evil, it will probably take place before the next 
emi^otion season be ushered in. The Government pays too 
mnw for each settler sent out to disregard the voices raised 
against ignorant, corrupt and incompetent officials. But one 
cannot help the refiection that if the free and loyal petsanU of 
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Russia are treafied in this inhnmanly careless faahian on board the 
emigrant sliipa from Odessa, what must ^ the fate of the chained and 
manacled convicts and political exiles who are sent by the same route 
in the same ships to the penal settlements on the Island of Saghalien? 
Spontaneous over-sea emigration to the Pacific does not seem libely 
to flourish us it has done between EnglantJ and her colonies* There 
is not sufficient tiaffic between Odessa and.VJadivostock, and com- 
petition enough between the few vessels running ont^ to promote 
cheap fares such us prevail at all our ports as well as those of the 
Continent* The cost of the railway journey to Ofdessa and the 
voyage beyond amount to a sum sufficient to deter any ordinary 
peasant from thinking of going to the Facific by water* On this 
account he does one of two things—he either travels by road to the 
provinces bordering on tho Black Sea «r (!!aacasiis in the hope 
of finding cheap land, or he makes his way straight for Siberia, 
settling wherever bo can after be gets lu^roas tho Urals, A few 
of these in process of time make their way to the Pacific, but the 
number is very limited* This state of things will change when the 
Siberian Railway is constructed,! In all likolihood cheap fares for 
emigrants will be adopted by the Government and the colonisation 
of the Ussuri region will proceed , more rapidly than it does at 
present. But it will be another ten years before St. Petersburg 
and Vladivoatoch will be united by railway, during which period 
there will be such ample time to cDloniso British Columbia that 
we may hope hereafter to maintain a great preponderancfi in Euro¬ 
pean population on our side of the Paci6c compared with Russia 
on the othoT, 

One thing wo have in the meanwhile in our favour. We have 
not a population of several hundreti, miUion Celestials in proximity 
to our Canadian Empire, Neighbouring rivals w© have, in the 
shape of the Americana i but there is a vital diffieronce between an 
adjustment of intereste between the Canadians and the Yanks and 
between the Russians and the Chinese. It is possible to imagine a 
disappearance of the Canadian frontier line ana an amalgamation of 
the interests of Canada and the States on a basis positively advan¬ 
tageous to the mother conntry, although I hope that such a union 
may be long deferred i but thore can be no reconciliation of racial 
interests between the teeming millions of Chinese on one side of the 
Siberian frontier and the few thousand Rusaians on the other. It 
ia a notorious foot that the Chineae race is increasing and expand* 
ing. Every year the popnlation ^reada outwarda more and more 
towards the Siberian frontier. If it were not that the Ooasaoks 
. are allowed to shoot down like dogs the Chinese caught orOMing 
the frontieri the Russian population would be overwhelmed in a 
few years* Even os it is, the Chinese emigrants steal past tho 


THS OVEB-etEA COLONISATION OF SIBERIA. 


1348 


oordon^ and after monj days are Bnddenlj discovered far north 
of the frontieri oetiled down in comfortable commnmtiea, and as 
mtich at home in the Amoor forests as if they and their ancestors 
had been on the spot a thousand years. In his new hook on 
Problenu of Or^oter ^rt£aia, Sir Charles Bilke dilates on the 
many dangers the Oanftdians have to guard against in the 
future to avoid being annexed by the States, bnt* there is not one 
BO terrible os the possibility that the Russians may be swept 
back and wiped ont from the Pacific by a fature avalanche of 
Celestials. This is a ^gbear'distnrbiug every Russian Governor of 
the A moor. 

There are rumours current at St, Petersburg this week of a 
complete reorganization of the Transcaspian province* Koitiaroff^s 
resignation is to follow Aliftauoff's withdrawal, and General Kouro»« 
pakin is to be appointed the new Governor. Kouropakin was the 
clever assistant to Skobeleff at Geok Tepe, and baslong been regard¬ 
ed the most promising officer of the Russian army, 1 hardly b^eva 
the rumour of his appointment myself, because ha is too valuable a 
man to send from bis present biUbt in West Russia to a not-over- 
particularly healthy region whore there is nothing to require e^i^cep- 
tional ability just now. There are plenty of less distinguished officers 
who could replace Komaroff and Aliknanoff' without any particular 
loss to the Russian forces assembled on the Austro-German frontier. 

The Ti/nei published a good article the other day enumerating the 
Ruasinn forces actually assembled, evidently written by a military 
man, for it contained an outrageous puff of the Intelligence Brauon 
here, coupled with many contemptuous alluaions to the journalists 
of Berlin and Vienna tor occasioning the war scares a year or two 
ago. The writer of the ardole overlooked that the easy cLur officers 
of our home Intelligence Branch have months and even years to 
collect their information before publiishing a line of it, whereas the 
correspondents at the Kuropean capitals have to telegraph their 
news, ^thered hastily and with difficulty, every night. Any long- 
eared individual can bo wise after the events but it was really too 
absurd to hint that the Intelligence Branch knew all about what 
was going on two or three years a^o, and would, if in the posses¬ 
sion of the wires at Berlin and Vienna^ have m^e fewer mistakes 
than the newspaper correspondents there. So far from the war 
scares of that period being the product of over^imaginative cor* 
respondents, they caused^and this is a matter of incontrovertible 
history—the most aerioiis alarm to the Governments of Germany 
and Austria, While Russia was making her moves of men towarefa 
the frontier, Europe could not tell what her |ame was. The 
speeches of the period of Bismarck, to say nothing of the other 
statesmen of Germany and Austria, reveftl dutinct traces of alarm 
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and Bismarck if too wall-in-formed to be frightened by nelrsmper 
rnmours, while the daimB of presoierioe put forward by ihiii puffer of 
the IntaUigenoe Branch trenco on the region of absurdity if he really 
thought our War Office knew more about what Bnesia wae aiming 
at and doing than the Intelligence Branohef of Berlin and Vieima. 
Judging from the reports and maps of our Intelligence Branch that 
occasionally seoilhe light, or are glanced ,at privatelv by those com* 
patent to criticise them, our military information ourean haa yet 
much ground to ooTer before it can be compared with those on the 
Continent. Meanwhile, it owes, as it always most, most of it* 
tips to the press, 


BOMBdBDIJiG d PUDDLE. 

■ » • 


Londoh, Jfarcft 28th^ 18BO, 

A nyone familiar with student-life in Bussia must faol quite as 
much amused as excited, by the telegram this week announo- 
ing the suppression by the armed forces of Bt. Febersburg of the 
splutter at the UniTersity, That Cossacks with whips and sabres^ 
and infantry with ball cartridge and bayoneta should be sent to 
coerce a parcel of half-starved youths, provided with^no weapons 
j»ave in a lamentably few coses, with a sinewy pair of wriata, seems 
such on absurd application of steam-hammer force to crack a wee 
Barcelona nut, that one looks at the telegram again to see whether it 
is not a joke in Funah instead of & Berions political cammnnlciatLoa 
from the Argus-eyed agency of Router. Unfortunately tbi» is not 
the first time the University on the Vasilli Ostrof has been occupied 
by troops. A couple of years ago there was a similar out* 
break, and a similar suppression. During the late £mperer*^a 
reign there was a demonstration every term, and one of them 
demonstration on the steps of the Eaxan Cathedral—— 
has acquired hutonoal signiHcance. It is the normal oondition 
of the Russian student to be revolntiouaryi and he has the 
courage of his convictions, 1 mentioned the other day that it 
is rare that noblemen or wealthy bureaucrats send theii soni 
to the University. The young men that assemble there come from 
the incipient middle class—the poorer landowners or offioialsi, the 
professional men, and merchants and manufacturers. A large 
^ proportion are poor, and the scholarships, although numerous, an 
rarely Inorative eco^h to keep a man without mesne from seeking 
tli^terior support. Hence most of them oko out an income by 
f^'gmuglCBeons/’andat any hour of the day wolf*eyed young 
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men mfty be seen mahiDg about from boose to house, intent on the 
task of edncatmg the sons of' thoae wealthy RnsBians who prefer 
that the tminmg of their children ahonld take place at home* 
Poring one brief period of my varied career, which a nasty second 
attack of Bossian in^nenza on both longs ts endeavouring to 
phorten, I myself ” give lessons at St, Petersburg, and had oc¬ 
casion to mix a good dear with the young men w^o subsequently 
took part in the restlessness ablest the late Emperor, The con- 
^otion I carried away froip this intercourse was, that if the Etos^ 
sian Governmebt took pains to fill the stoTnachs as well as the 
brains of the Pnivarsity students, there would be Ikr less heard 
of the revolutionary demonstrations of tbo latter* 

The hungry man is a dangerous man in every State. If I 
could draw I would sketch pome .of the representative scones I 
have witnessed of want and etnaoiafcion among the Russian students 
that would stir the most callous heart, Hon of the beggar type of 
student are often so physically stunted through want of food that a 
siugle unarmed Cossack would be a match for a score of them. 
Latterly there lias been a certaiu amount of weeding, but still 
the hungry student is a common type at St. Fetor^urg, If, 
on the occasion of the recent outbreak| the Emperor had des¬ 
patched against them a goad dinner, instead of a force of 
cavalry and infantry, the malcontents would have gone over en 
majse to the enemy, and yielded to the blandishments of bear 
where they^raged and fumed at the bayonet. 

The student demonstrations prove once more that the modem 
Government of Russia is incapable of managing the higher educa¬ 
tion of the people. The soldiers and the clerks with epaulettes on 
their shoulders, who rule Russia, try in vain to frame the studies 
of the Husaian youth so as to m^e them the equal in learning of 
foreign students, while, at the same time, preserving their minds 
in the pipe-clayed condition of their own* The two things are 
Incompatible. The knowledge requisite to make a man a doctor, 
a lawyer, a mining engineer, an author, or a chemist cannot be 
imparted by the methods of the drill sergeants. Ten thousand 
i^uorant soldiers can be easily drilled to move their arms and legs 
simultaneously, and to believe, because the Tzar believes, that tSt* 
NiohoUs once sailed down the river Keva on a giiud-stono] but ten 
men cannot be traiued by any oonoeivahle method of education 
into becoming good engineers, doctors, chemists, or mathematicians 
without iheir fingers fiyiug to their nose ^whenever the miracle is 
solemnly mentioned. 

Herein lies the gist of the struggle between autocracy and 
modem progress. To be logical, the Husaian Government ought to 
do away wiui univeirsitieB altogether* Unfortunately for ito&i it 
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cannot do this, bcoaose it is impo^sibla to torn men into doctors, 
engineers, and so forth simply moving their arms legs, 
and as the bravest soldiers and the wisest bureaucrats cannot 
dispenise with the professional classes^ the Bnssian Qorernment is 
compelled to allow the universities to asist, and the result is that 
every oollege and seminary in Hussia, however carefully (he Cen¬ 
sor may exclude^all dangerous books, ift a focus of restlessness 
that causes everlasting uneasiness to the authorities* Tho Jate 
Minister of the Interior, Count Tolstoi, strove, by placing under a 
ban several hundred wellknown modem universi^ classics, such as 
the works of Adam tjmith, Herbert Spencer^ Jobn Stuart AAill, 
Darwin, etc*, and by ordering the time of the students instead to be 
given to the classical writers of Greece and Kotne, to convert the 
student into a tame and antiquated indiyidual; but the experiment 
has failed. Before Ihe police weint round with their wagons to 
fitrip the public libraries of these modern works, the activity of 
the printing press and the ravenous appetite of educated Russians 
for the latest results of European culture, hod led to such a wide^' 
spread diffusion of tho prohmitq^ books, that it is was impossible 
for. the Govemoient to recall all the seed it had previously allowed 
to be freely cost over Hussia, It was easy for the police to s^Ise a 
score or ao of The Wealth of ^athm in the public libraries, but it 
was impossible for them to lay their bands on all the fifty or sixty 
thousand copies of that work that had previously been sold and scaU 
tered about the Empire* And thus it is, that, although the names of 
Adam Smith or Herbert Spencer must not be mentionedhy the pro¬ 
fessors to tbeir students, the latter have no difficulty in getting access 
to secreted copies of their works, notwithsiandiag the penalty attach* 
iug to the possession of them. One has only to glance at the list of 
books commonly used by the average university student, to realise, 
how utterly impossible it is to weed out of them all thoughts and 
suggestions calculated to make the youth sceptical of the divine right 
of d^potic government in Rm^sia, Even if it were possible, there 
would still remaiu the foreign press which Is ererlaatmgly inoculat¬ 
ing Russians with the revolutionary virus* Hardly a foreign newa*> 
paper appears without containing something to unsettle the Bussian 
who re^a it*. Place any day^s issue of the Tiine» in the hands of a 
man trained to believe in toe infallibility of a man of ftusso-Qreek 
religion, the divine right of the Tzar, the illimitable wisdom of the 
Kuaaian Government, and the necessity for every individual to be the 
slave of the State, and ho will be sure to God somothing somewhere 
or other, in a leader or a paragraph, a letter or a speech, oalcnlated to 
provoke a spirit of criticiatn, and unsettle the firmest convictions 
drilled into the most obedient mind* Once imou a time the 
priest woaio if he saw a mau reading the Bible* ^ow^a-cMys 
thrones ore rocked by the ividespreai pnusfd of the newspaper* 
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Borne tncmths ago 1 mode a forocast tbat the winter would not pass 
without turblilonco at St. Petersburg, The tip did not come to me 
from anv ardent revolutionist butVaa a deduotion from the aspect 
and tendency of things in llussia. Since then NituJista have l^ea 
arrostod in the vicinity of the Palace; plots among military men 
have been discovered ; Htidume Tsetrebrikova has caused almost as 
much sensation as Vera ^assuliich by branding tlte Tzar before alt 
tJie whrid as a tyrant, and a general rostlessnosa has set in, of whiob 
the student ouUirOak ia only ene of the many syinptoms. Apparently 
Uii^sia Is on the ovo of another-reign of terror. Firmly believiug 
that Ibo late Emperor brought on tiie Nihilist troubles of 1 if7^1-8» 
liy GooTiotting with liberal'principles^ Aloxander lii. isnbt likely 
io su<fdehly abi^don his rciic^lionaiy policy. He in apparbntly 
derlonoiijod to try the ex^ritnocit of doggedly sitting on the 
safety valve* it is a plty^ because in those Jay^ of ours such a' 
policy can only have one ofiding^tlie ** busting of the sitter, 

RUSSIA AJ^D THE CASPIAJT: 




London, diay 2Srd. lS90r 

A S psTiiil Sn the spring, great activity prevails in the (Caspian re¬ 
gion, and the railways and slciuiiers iiro hnskming tomake good 
tlie-wawtc of til no occasion 01 ] by tho enl'orcfod lethargy of an Arctic 
winter* KumaredT lias t|iiitlcd Asknbad "carrying with him ntimer^ 
ous fuldrcsscs ^yid good wishes* and tho officials in the Transcas¬ 
pian territory are awaiting witli a certain amount of anxiety the 
new Idovtfruor, who is vested with full powers to make tiio most 
swoo]>jag changes * Meanwhile all niaunor of improvements are to 
bo mitdo along the Transcaspian railway, including tho renewal of 
ae^rly hali' tlm bridge over the Okus and the construction of a new 
outlet lino to Krasnovodskj and now barracks aro to bo orooted at 
ditferent points for tho troops stationed in tho Turkoman country. 
Tenders for those aro publicly luvited at Baku and Till is- Among 
some of them that have rc*aclicd in a, I note barracks for three 
Botnias of tho Tainan Oossaek Hegimont at Aekabad, barw * 
rucks for two cotnijauics of infantry at Merv* and hospital 
accommodation at Itahka* Jiloro }iornianeiit barracks for troops 
are also to be erected atl^nrukhB and Poiijdoh. The reconstruction of 
Ihe Oxus britlge has been noocBsilated by the weakness of the 
oxiatiug siructiircj and the fresh channole CJirved out by the river 
Oxns. Thai stream has been always famous for its coquettish 
character. Yon find it runuing in one channel one year and in 
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quite another the next. The roauU is ecarcoly satiafactory either fer 
permanent structures that try to bridge it^ or for the steamers put 
on to nm betwoen Khiva and Kiiif ferry. 

The Bnsaian papera have been diacnssing afresh the possibility 
of turning the Oxus into the Caspian. The controversy was 
started by Gospodin ^ojnenoff in the GazsUe, and proved 

snob a congoniahtopic that u whole mound of cuttings lie before 
me, the accumulated clij^pings of articles mat have appeared during 
the last few weeks in the Rnsaian ^ press, 1 refrain from 
inflicting on your readers data which» however original, could 
hardly interest them at a moment when Central Asia os a subject 
is considered flat, i therefore conBno myself to a few goneraliza'' 
tiona. It seems pretty well proved that a considerable proportion 
of th4 Oxns water could be diverted towards the Qispian, withoat 
materially injuring Khiva, but it is doubtful whether the waterway 
would be deep enough for navigable purposes. It ia very properly 
pointed out, however, that from the point of view of irrigation it 
would be well worth while to turn a stream of water from Chardjni 
towards Merv and the desert not^h of Akbal. IhoefTect might be 
a diminutioiim aroa of the Aral Sea of no harm to anybody, while 
on the other hand millions of acres of splendid soil in tout'h with 
Merv and Akhal would be rendered £t for cultivation. This culti¬ 
vation, if accompanied by the whoJcaalo planting of trees, would 
increase the rainfall of the region, and Central Asia/might become 
os fruitful and populous as in the oldon times when great cities 
attracted travellers from all parts, and the region was Bijoken of os 
the garden of Asia. tSoch pictures as these appeal strongly to the 
Knssiaua, and have led to many a smrited article in suppoA of the 
scheme in the columuB of the St. Petersburgj Moscow and Tidb 
.papers. 


While opinions may vary as to the practicability of the Ox os 
diversion scheme there can be not the least doubt, 1 think, that 
in process of time the caUivabie area of Tarkomauia will he larKo* 
ly'Oxtondad by the simple and urihoroic method of storing the 
autumn rains und winter snows msteod of letting the water flow 
away to the desert and sink in the soil. The Akhal oases is main¬ 
ly what it IS by the systematic erection of dams at difleront 
points of the mountain streams to store the water and retain it for 
summer tike. During the frontier feuds between the Fersiana 
and the Turkomans these were constantly being destroyed by the 
former in order to get rid of the manstealcrs by the simple and 
lummary process of turning thair Helds into an arid deaari, Now 
-that the border has been quiet for flve years the mined dams 
and reservoirs And underground canals have been reatored and 
repaired, and already the cuBivablo urea of Akhal is one-third larger 
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than at tho time of Ute Ku^^ian oonqaoat. Alon^ tho Transcaspian 
railway artesian borings have been extremely saccessful, a whole 
series of new oases haviug been eshiblii^hed in the thirsty desert. 
Grandiose schemes of irrigation Lave also l>een mooted, but beyond 
carrying oat the Tzar’a fad on the Murghab the Russian authori¬ 
ties do not seom dispoaed-to incur any heavy expense on this Hcore 
for tho momenL It is qiite enough to spend moilby on the Trans¬ 
caspian railway just now without burdening Russian dnance with 
any new schemes of a cosHy-character. 

A second controversy has raged of late in Russia regarding 
the beat method ot joining Transcaueasin with the home network of 
railways. One party Wits in favour of u direct line from Vludikav- 
kaifi to Ttdis, th^ other si^ported the roundabout Ylodikavkaz 
Petrovsk-Baku railway, cho objection to tho former is the 
necessity for piercing u wfiole series of exponsivo tiinnela involving 
many years' labour and an*outlay of £4i,0(K)jOOO< A vigorous wri¬ 
ter jn one of the liSt. Fetorsburg puper{} has made a most crushing 
attack against the scheme. He points out that tho utmost claimed 
for it, ou strategical grounds, ia that it would enable Russia to puah 
uIiHod into Asia Minor a division of Infantry with corresponding 
artillery. This, to him, is a mure bagateUo, which he scoffs at in the 
most amusing manner. Sixty mLlliona of roubles (£B,OOU,000) spent 
in this foolish style would luLve no effect on the next war, whereas tho 
sumo amount of iiionoy s|mnt ou the Black Sea floet would enable ua 
to dominate* tho sea and placo whatever number of troops we chose 
wherever they were wanted,” He, however, recommends that 
the expenditure of the six millions should be on tho railway from 
Vludikavkaa to Baku. This would traverse easy country, cost 
relntivoly little per mile and be completed in a quarter of the timo 
of the Yladikavkax-Tiflis schoma^ With this view most of the 
principal Russian papers agree. While the direct Tiffis line would 
be costly to work and travers a region of rocks, tho other railway 
would not only tap a large area of country already colonized, but 
ou reaching tne Caspian at Petrovsk would provide Russia with 
a new route between East and West, between Samarkhaud aod 
Europe, parallel with the Baku-8atoum lino, hnch a line would 
come to tlio aid of the Baku-Butouin railway, which is quite unable 
to cope with the traffic arising from the Central Asian railway 
and the oil trade at Baku, " > 

The Prince of Naples aeems to have thoroughly enjoyed hU 
trif to Samarkhaud. Quite a swarm of scientiSc and mlitical 
visitors are expected to use the Transcaspian line during tne next, 
holiday season, (look and Gaye, who, since I advocated in 18^8 
the tour from Loudon to Bt. Potersburg, Nijai, Baku, Batoum and 
Constautinople, as likely to be a popubr ouo, have each taken aomo 
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hunJreiJ^ of tviiristiJ to the Caspiitn rogiou, liave not vet inciudotl 
biirnArkhand and Bokhara in thoir re^nbr hut iJaro say they 
will in dne tioarso. For inemborH of FarliAment it promises to bo 
a favourite roarnin;^ ^louiid duriuj^ th^,vaoaticm season. Tho trip 
is an exceed ingly easy and pleasant one, the expo use is not hoavy 
wliilo the kudos is treniendous^ A local menibor who lias done tlio 
triptoSamarkhand i^iv match for theUaminaiider*iii>Ohief iulndia. 
The M. P. hits booh to Oouirat Asia and seen Kusi^ia on the s|Hit^ith 
hia own eyes* Sir Frederick Rohorts hasn't* There is a very crnelj 
but.very truo, Arab proverb whioh is not ^ttlhoietiLiy well kuuwnin 
this country. It implies in a pithy manner that a visitor to ibrei^n 
\r,irU may '' go a donVey and come back a jackass 1 am afitiid that 
thiis is applicable uot only to buniptious fll. P. s who rush during 
the cool weather to the Caspaiu region^ but also Ip souae uf those 
who |iay a visit to India, ! 

All the same I am glad to note thnt^moi e people visit Unssia 
every year and trust that that country, so ohanning iu summer and 
autumn, may long continue a favourite roaming ground of tourists* 
We have a deal to loaru from the Uu^siuns, evou if it bo only how 
to make a decent cup of tea, and such visits promote a feeling of 
cordiality which is au advantage to both countries* When 
X first went to Hussiu few EngUsh people spoke the language, and not 
moro than a couple of wretelied grammars wore available for tlio 
student. Now every Loudon publisher seems to hu^o a Itussiau 
grammar on his list, while the dictiouaries, coaversatiou books, ^e., 
form a respectable library. Ono of the latest additions is by u 
neighbour ofiniaCj Doctor iU ax well, who luia utilized his knowledge 
uf Itnssian and other languages, to publish a Concise Jniernalionui 
Dictionary of Mtdicai f eruis, Tliijs includoa Latin, English, French, 
Germsin, Italian, IS punish and Husai an. In your columns 1 have 
frequently pointed out that the two or throe hundred Eugltsli uliicers 
who have been liberaily paid to learn Jiuss have practically done 
nothing to make known liussia to tliis country* I question wile* 
thcr as many as six have translated books ; half that number 1 
think would be noaror the mark. All our translations of Uusskn 
novels, so numerous and ao popular, have been done by civilians, 
and mostly in America, l)r. Maxwell, without any subsidy from 
the State, learnt Hussiau in order to make himself ac^juaiuted with 
the condition of medical science in that conn cry, and for some time 
past has been a regular writtr to the medical press on the subject* 
Far more valuable, however, thuji these fleeting contributions, Id 
the valuable polyglot dictionary he has now produced, and which 
JSleAsrs^ J* and A. Churchill have published in the usual solid man*- 
ner* Even without Russian it would be valuable enough; with Kus- 
plan it practically covers the whole of the essential ground of Europe. 
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111 theao^days when anthora and publiabera vie in awamping anewfl'^ 
papor office with now books i£ is not to be eipeoted that a medical 
work and a dictionary should attract a|)ecial notice in colnmns ao 
overcrowded with matter that^^hey can hardly do justice even to 
the most popular works. I think, however, Dr« Maxwell’s inter* 
national polyglot dictionary is worthy of a word or two of oommen* 
datioQ and praiact and I may be excusedi I hop^ if I call the 
atteatipu of the medical adihorities of India to it. 


— 

PERSEGUTma THE JE fTS^ 



* Eastbourmb, SUt Jvltfy 1890^ 

rpHE linssian Governmont cannot but heartily detpat the Timet. It 
X is uKva^-s conducting sojkie j'resh cmaade against it. The other 
day tlic 'liiiiet tluindereJ again.st the treatment of poliiica] exib a in 
ii^iherla. It is now ** on the rajni>age on behalf of the perBeenfc- 
ed Jews. Ill yesterday’s issue it published particulars of a proposed 
new law, culculated to astonish Ghristondom, and make the world 
wonder whether wo are living in tho 19th Oentury or in the Middle 
Ages, Tho actual text of the law was not given, only an abstract^ but 
ilie abstractVuji sufficient to provide matter for the most indignant 
loading article tkit lias ap[le^lred tn the Timet since the day it 
puhUsbed tho famous rarnell letters in its coicinns^, Yesterday 
oveiling every |iaper followed suit with thunderous articles, and to¬ 
day ’h pa|tcrs take up the howl against the Txar of all the Hussias, 
Kvldcntly a sLi:6P ci'usiado bos ^ot in against Russia, and that sorely 
belaboured country is about lo bo drubbed again by the 
]uiblio opinion of IDurope^always ready to scold either Wusb or 
Turk, and remind them of the necessity of conforming with 
modern humanitarlau Ecniiinents, Already the rouble iios gone 
down^ and it will go lower, if the great financiers of Europe, 
mostly Jews* roally cate for their afflicted brethren. Fortunately 
for the Hussiau Govermnent, the conversion of the debt is almost 
over, otherwise tho operations of the Rothschilds in this direction 
might be brought to a summary close. More than once the ill-will 
of the great banking firm has mode matters awkward for Russia. It 
isdocbtful, owing to the recent rapid growth of non-Hehrew 
banking bouses, whether the Rothschilds could do as much harm 
to-day as they were able ten or twenty years ago ; still they are 
always a factor to be reckoned with by the Minister of Finance of 
Kussia. 
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If I am not miataton, the hurricane raised by tho Timti will 
prove to bo a storm in a tea cup. That certain edicts are about 
to be promulgated agaiDst the JewH is certain enonsh, but the 
Times ftltogettier mi stakes their purport or exaggerates Uieir severi¬ 
ty* To start with the worst of the laws mentioned in the 
abstract the expulsien of the Jews from villages and off jdie 
land—this vdizch is treated by iho Jimn is implying 

the rooting up of a v^Lst agricultural community, is really itruc^ 
at people who refuse to till the soilj&t alK The thunders 

because the Hussiun Government will not let the Jew continue a 
peasant. As a matter-of-fact the Hnssian Government has been 
striving for centuries to ruake the Jew turn to agricuUuro^ and is 
projecting a new kw against turn because he refuses still to do so. 
He is to be tnmod out of villages, not farms so well, but 

because he will not fsnn at all, and thrives only as usurer, or gin- 
shop faeeper. The right of owning land is ia be taken from him, not 
because he is a successful landowner tii tlie common acceptance of 
the term, but because ho is a uon-rosident kndovmcr who has 
gained land by grizny cominorce^or uanry, and a wonts everybody 
who Is unfortunate enough to livo upon it. In India onn of the 
most trouble&oino jiests is the village money-lender, Agatuat him 
legislation of a rather Eame character has been invoked without 
any humanitarian outcry, ozi the part of England. In Hossio, 
one of the most serious problems that has arisen out of the 
intense agncultnral depression produced by American and 
Indian competition in the corn trade, baa been the necessity 
of relieving in som5 form or other the peasant from the 
terrible eiaction of the village usurer—who in the majority of 
instances is a Jew, In a rich country like ^England, wnar© 
vested interests are always tenderly treated, it might bo easy for 
the Government to take tho burden on itself. In Hnssia a differ¬ 
ent state of things prevails, and public sentiment approves of the 
usurer being the sufferer instead of the struggling t^bate. With 
regard to the second serious accusation of tlio that tho 

Jews are to be turned out of all the professionsj this is apparently 
an exaggeration of another law tho Itussian Government has been 
considering for some time past. During tlie last few yeara the 
Jews have crowded into the medical, legal, mining, engineering 
and other professions to such an extent that they seem likely to 
gain a preponderance over the Hussians themselves* This state 
of things ia not very iiloasing to tho Hnaaians, nor, if it 
existed in England, no 1 think it would be pleasing to ns. 
How long would tlie press remain silent if liO per cent of 
our kwvera were Jews and 70 per cent of our doctors? 1 am 
afraid that the angry feelings against heavy lawyer’s and doctor’s 
billS| at present conuaed to the privac;y of the oG&cc or the home, 
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woQld rage like a torrent Against the avarice and greed of the 
Hebrewflj and a demand wonld go foTth for legislation to laTCnr 
the alleg^l^ more scrupulous Unristiau. lu crowding into those 
walks of like which involve no oxpoBure of the person, no hard 
physical work, and HO suorifice to the State, while at the same 
time affording plenty of open opportunities of making money by 
those dovloes in which Jews excels the Jewish population as Hnssia 
has taken adyantagc of* certain conditions of Hnssian progress, 
which the Government considers its duty to redress. I consider 
tlio interferendb to bo quith jnstidablo, and doubt very much 
whether the Bussiaii Governmout has ever dreamt of such a 
wholesome expolsion from the profossions as is placed to its door 
by the 7'tin^*. 

« ^ 

Compared with Russia,* the re are so few Jews in England that 
we have never had the same problem to contend with that the Bna- 
sians have had. Hence it is slieer cant to claim that because we 
have settled our little problem satisfactorily, therefore Russia is 
to blame because hers still remaips open. In Russia there are 
over 4 million Jews, or more than the number of lawless Irishmen 
we are unable to tranquiliso in spite of a free Parliament and 
boundless wealth. Cultured Jews exist in St, Petersburg and 
Moscow who would stand comparison with the foremost of the 
Jewish financiers in London, but the two types most commonly- 
met with are Iho greedy oppressor and the pauper Jew, Tho 
usurer is not a pleasant individual anywhere, and it is not an 
agreeable task for the local authorities in ^icultural Russia to 
have to aid money-lenders exacting 30 to 30 per cent against 
hardworking Russian peasants, who have been brought to 
beggary in most cases through no fault of their own; for 
these usurers, and they number teas of thousands distributed 
throng bout the length and breadth of Russia, t do not think 
the English people ehouM have any concern. Whatever mea** 
sures Russia may adopt to protoct the peasants from their 
rapacity IS a purely domestic matter, hardly to require the inter¬ 
ference of a country which itself only recently has been in¬ 
quiring into the malpractices of Jewish sweaters in the East 
End, Persecution ** of this sort, having for its aim the 

amelioration of the peasant by providing other agencies the 
Jewish moneiy-lender, ought not to be confounded with the 
riots and plunderings that took place a few years ago. True, 
the logislatioD is directed against a race, but have not 
the Americans legislated against the Ohinese, and the Germans 
against the Polos of Posen ? I have never lived among the 
Onincae, but 1 should prefer them as fellow citisena to the Jewish 
-usurers 1 havo met in the villages of Russia, 
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The panper Jew ia e(|iiaUr a dtsegreeablo Bubject to have in¬ 
side the Raasiati confines. Tno bulk of the Jews in Poland are 
poorj and they have the misfortune to look it. In this country wo 
eee only Batnples of them, but in Weatern Russia there are -whole 
provinces popnlated with these degraded beinj^s. I have travelled 
m many of the wil j outlying districts of Russia and in foine of the 
poorest provinceoj but have never visited any district that has left 
such a disagreeable impression on my mind as the Yiatula Yalloy 
of Poland, The pauperism of the Jew? tlioroi physiceb mental^ and 
ocbnomical, is appalling. The bod Government of Russia has had 
something to do with their misery, but only to a trifling extent—^tlie 
Jews of Poland were a miserable lot when the Russian took iliem ovorj 
and they have done nothing to im[irove themselves since, if wiih 
all oar progress the mass of our London Jews swarm, poor and 
dirty in Wnitechapol instoatl of in Brix^u or Belgravia, we ought 
not to criticise too liardly the Russian Government for not having 
solved the Jewish question more aatisfactorily. As for the hatred 
between RuaaUn Christian and Russian Jew the feeling would be 
found to be a natural one by most of our canting human i tar fans 
if they took a journey to the poorer parts of Poland, Personally, 
I am not a Jew hater, I Lave many friends amon|^ thorn in this 
country, and wish the race well, but 1 nuiat aay this, that after 
living among the various Tartar, Finnish an<l Slavouie peoples 
inhabiting Russia, many of them wild and devoid ©f civilisation, 
1 have never met aiy people who inspired ancli distrust, disgust and 
repugnance as the Jews of Poland. During my stay among them on 
dine rent occasions J coidd readily realise bow me Russians and Poles 
could bate such detestable fragments of a groat race and maui feat their 
hatred by violent acts. Jews of the Sir Mosce Montefiore typo arc 
agreeable subjects to deal with ; but tens of thousands of Fngins 
constitute a sickening problem for Russian sliviosmenj I know Uiat 
from the broad Christian point of view the lowest of human crea¬ 
tures ought to be kindly treated, but when tboae prey on people of 
a higher type, as for instance tbo town Jews prey on the nmortu- 
nate peasants of Poland, Borne of England's fine sentitnent ought 
to bo accordod to the latter. 
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London, Odof^r 30 th , 1890 * 

T ile comm ore ini dopro^^ion w hich U visiUng liussia jast now has 
awnUoiicJ n frc.sb outerj" at Iho .slowucss of rj^JIway progress 
thronglioQt the Eiiipiro, The griovanco h not a now one* but Uie 
havo not boon previously so keenly folt as during the last 
fow years. UuSsiaia, indoorl,*paymg the penalty for muintainiirg 
sneh a vast military atfJ naval oxpcn Jitnro, out oF all proportion to 
the dofousivo needs of the Kinpiro* Uev railway progress is 
surpissod not only by tlm UhiLolI Status, but by Australui, by 
^lanada, by SoiiL]> ATricu anrl^hy India. In Iho mast recent number 
of the *■ FTournal of the ^ftiiistur of Railways” of Bussiuj the 
Govormnont itself ailnuts^thii iii a series gf elaborate statistics. 
According to thei^o, OelghiiTi has IG l kilometres of railways to each 
100 SE|iiarij kilometres of country, England 10’L HoUand 
Gei'inauy 7 0, Switstcrlaud Fnyico G’L Denmark 5 1, Italy 4’2, 
Austro-Hungary Portugal 2 L, Spain PU, Raumania I'S), 

Pwoden 1’7j Norway O'Jj, und Hu^isia In this mauuor the 

Jourmil goes on to point out Bugbiml has 20 tlinoa more railways 
than Rnssiu, Oenuauj 15 limes, France 13 times, Italy and 
Austria 8 times, mid ao on, in projiortioii to the area of cocb 
eonnlry, Diirmg the 5 year.?, from tg 1883, the growth of 
the Kussian railway syslem was bealeii in this fiishioQ by ouriselvos 
and the States r—* * 


Railway Construction. 


Russia 

tii 

kilometres. 

United States 

... 4y,r>57 

}} 

f^anada ... 

... 4,so 2 

It 

India ... ■.. 

... 4,809 

1, 

Australia 

..i LG5(i 

v 


Even in Mosieo and in South America railways have boon 
constructed of lato years at a rate wliich ]iut^ Itussia in the hack 
ground. Her prestige abroad lias hceu saved by tlio success of the 
Transcaspian Itailway and the corntucuccjneut of the Siberian lino, 
but at home her progroos has been that of the tortoise, in spile of 
tho clamour for easier and cheaper iabilities for reaching the 
ouiports. 

Under her present regime, Russia is at a great disadvantage 
with tho rest of the world in railway constmetion. Her Govern- 
mont is both poor and proud. The army inaintamod is so large 
that every thing oIho is starved to enable it to pay its way, in¬ 
cluding tho couatruction of public works ; tind oven of tho 

4G 
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mm a»dignod for railroads a coDsidoraVIe propartion is spent 
gn linos that have gcly a strategical sign^caace. It is not 
loo mach to say that the railway nctwori of Bnasia has been 
mainly constracted with more regard for military needs than 
national necessities. Herein is its disadvantage when compared 
with the networks of tlio United St>atoS| ISonth America and onr 
Colonies^ whore, tfie aim has Hover been of a militarr character, but 
to open xip the country and pkee its prodfncts—products competing 
with those of Russia—on the seaboard, os cheaply and as speedily 
us possible. 

Unable itself io build a large mileage of railways yearly, one 
would have thought recourse would have been htid to private and 
foreign ai^l i but since Alexander Hi. nsecudod the throne the 
policy of the Cloverniiient been against this. The Gov¬ 
ernment does not believe iu the foreigner, and refuses to invoke 
his assistaneo* JS'o doubly this is a iflaction against the policy 
of the last reign, when railway concessions were hawked about 
by the concubines ol Grand Dukes, and bargains between 
foreign capitalists and the Russian GoverLuient were mode in the 
boudoirs of the ministers' mistresses. During this period rail¬ 
way loans were issued one after another, with the enterprising 
audacity of n young colony, and HussicLti railways racod in every 
dircctioD from Moscow towards the sea. But while our colonies 
have mostly got their inoney*s worth for their railway loans, a 
large proportion of Kussia^s borrowings vautshed into iho pockets 
of concession-hunters, Jewish bankers, Omnd Dukes, Ministers, 
the actressoa kept by both, and raseully railway coutructers; the 
result being the well known collapse of tho Russian railway sorvico 
during the Turkish war, and a frightful fmancial confusion after¬ 
wards, invoUing the taldug over of many rotten guaranteed linos 
and tho consolidation of the loans raised to build them* It 13 easy 
to roalise tho anger of the present Tzar—whoso purity of morals 
and honesty have never been questioned—at this state of things, 
and therein is to bo found the koy to much of the feeling that 
]>revails in his mind against the monied foreigner. 

Under such’ a ruler Grand Dukes have to be careful of 
what they are about, and actressos have a. limit put to their 
exploitations. Ko conceseieiui whatever are to bo had, and the 
gentry who make their fortunes by touting for them give 
]St. Petersburg a wido bortb. Itussia, were it not for her loons, 
would be practically od the Eurojjcau money market. The Tzar 
has virfcuaully isolated hor from European euterpriae, and haa sot 
bis miud on Russia being opened up solely by Hnssian capital, skill 
and energy, Aay ono who knows the commercial rivalry to which 
Russia is subjected will recoguiso iu this policy a serious mistake. 
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Englisli commerce was materiallWilovclopod by foroigafiktlli capital 
and on ter pri 90* Tlio trade^of tliu United R In an e1 our colonics 
has in torn been tho handiwork of English skilh capital and enter" 
prisOp which wo have handed on across the oceans to the now com" 
munities tlmt havo atartorl there. Etch in our profiont highly 
developeii condition, English trade swarms with foroignors and la 
inflated with foreign ca]>ital* We absorb both and say nothing 
about it, although there arc in London more foreigners than in aB 
the largo towns of Russia jmt together. The result of Russians dis* 
dain for foreign capital mni enterprise is wliat 1 jtointed out tho 
other day. Europe has simply turned her hack upon her, and sent 
her savings to be invested across tho sea. Berlin and Paris bankers, 
who a few years ago would have preferred holding stock in Riia-» 
sian railways, have grown oecustonted now to prefer invest-* 
jnonts in United States, ]V(pxicnu and South Amor icon linos* Ea-^ 
torn rising English railway contractors, in common with those of 
Belgimn and Oennany, hhvo quite Jorgotton tho existence of Has* 
sia—all their business lies in tne two Americas and tho colonies, 
and they would he wooed, like the Grand Ducal concubines of tho 
last regime, if Russia wislied to timpt them to transfer their opora^ 
tious to her soil again. Apparently, there is no intention of Russia 
doing this for tho moment* Tho Emperor is reported to havo re- 
conlly sai<l that ho preferred Russia to grow slowly than grow rank 
with foreign aid. There is not much chance of the latter eventu¬ 
ality OQOurring. It would require a good deal to make Russia boom* 
Meanwhite the countries across the sea keep booming away, one 
after another, attracting tens of nnllions of capital to their shores 
to bo spent on ports and railways. Their prosperity reacts 
favourably upon tho prosperity of England, and she has tho 
satisfaction of knowing that Russia is being hit harder and 
harder every year by tho competition that she is raising up 
against hor boyoiid tho oceuui In a word, the railway policy of 
Russia is precisely ouc calculated to boneflt this country. If the 
two Powers aro to some Jay light for supremacy in tho East, it is 
obviously to our advantage that Ltnssia should grow slowly and our 
Empire grow fast. Better therefore that English money sliould bo 
spent in building railways in South Africa, Austi'alia and Canada, 
rendering us more powerful, tbau in construeting lines that would 
open up Russia and enable her to convey her rescurccs more 
readily to the scat of war, Buch railway progress beneflts 
our home trade, while it enables ns to weaken Russia materially 
by underselling her raw products in the Euro]>ean market, 

Russians Chiucse policy of oxclusivoness has had one disad- 
vantage to ourselves* It has driven the Germaus to Africa* Until 
the last Turkish war London controlled Russian finance, Afterwards 
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BerHa ^teppod in^ bought 13 p out loan?, and became mistros» 
of the Bours® at St. Fcter&bnrg. Oiorman fsavings ponred in a 
torrent into Poland, establiishing groat industrial towns, bnild- 
ing industrial railways, purebasiug^o,status and planting colo¬ 
nics. Suddenly, in 1886, Bnasia, with a strong anli-UeiJiian 
policy, throw a dam along tho frontier aui drovo tbo torrent 
bach, Gormany had to lind a frcsli Jicld for enter prise ^ Tlio 
opening up of Hhssia, which she would hare ’Willingly taken np, 
had boon rulhlcssly aujjpressed, France was closed to her ou 
political grounds ; no other country iii Europe desired develop¬ 
ment, and Germany, in conseqnenoe, sought out a new fiold 
of energy in Africa. The world Jias yet to see what siie will do in 
that diroctiou, but unless disaster blight the ])ir'seut pioneering 
efiPorts, wo may expect to see tho throwing into Africa of a largo 
amount of that energy and capital] whiJjh has been driven back 
to Germany from Bussia. Possibly this may toko place to 
such an extent that our owm uporatidns in East Africa may 
be out-distanced and endangered, and in that ease w'c should, of 
course, be a loser to that extent by llussia^s anti-German policy. 

I do not know any writer who has drawn attention to tlie fact 
that the position of economical isolation in which the Tzar Is inyolv* 
ing Russia Is fraught with serious corisoquenccri to civUisuUon. IIb 
present policy not only starves public works, but crushes education. 
The modern peasant of Russia ii^ growing up os igfioraut of tho 
world as theuncient Tartar. In the two Americas and otir colonies 
his competitors are educated beings, able to read and write and 
improve thoir products, and place them iu an ever better* ever 
cheaper form on tho Eurej^oan market. From that anurket 
he is becoming more excluded, and can only ficH his eoarso 
produce at a price which leaves him little or no margin of 
profit. In tho best of^^cars tho Eusslanb are not particularly well 
fed* If bad years are ill store for them, tlie prospect of Europe 
having llO million hungry peasants on its fiauk is not a pleuisaut 
OU0. Against this Tartar her do of the future, Europe, thanks to 
tho resonreos whioh culture can wield against barbarism, may be 
able to elEcicntly defentl herself; but it is not so easy to be hop<>- 
ful of Asia, To me it has always soomed more likely tJmi Russia 
would try and turn U3 out of India tor tho sake of a now market 
to relievo ita wrcttdiedncss, than that any Emperor should take the 
task on hand by the light of mythical Peter-the-Great-Wills, 
The ambition of a Tzar we might hope to stay 0 ^ turn by skilful 
diplomacy, but what could tho latter do to curb a hungry nation 
mad with pov'crty and barbarism, seeking in Asian markets to re¬ 
place tho QUO in Europe from which tho two Americas and our 
colonies are rapidly excluding it* 
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London^ Novemher lik^ 1B90, 

A t one ond of tho Bussian Empiro tlie frontier Cossacks aro 
kept on tke alert to*shoot down any people ^who attempt to 
rnn into Hussia, and at fhe other end they havo iheir Berdans 
ready to shoot down any people who try to run out of it. In 
Eiisfcru Silioriii tho mi^riAidns of tho Chmeso are ernolly repressed 
by Iho border gnartls, (jolestiols caught trying to traverse tho 
A moor frontier and settle on Russian soil are snot down like dogs^ 
At tho other extremity of the Empire tlie vigilance of the gimrdtans 
of lh(3 Russo-Ciieiman border-line operates in the contrary way. 
Thor© they keep on the loo4-out for fUe bands of peasants that are 
constantly trying to fleodrom Unssia to tho lands boyoud the sea. 
Slop|ied in their Bight, no nonsense is tolerated by the ofheinis* 
Either tho crowd of emigrants niiuittura back, or else tho Cossacks 
fire into them. Already several ^ssillades have taken place on the 
Iron tier, as tho newly-made graves in the neighbouring villages 
testily. Theso conflicts have been described by the ofl&cial press as 
figbtSj" but the fighting has been all on one side. There has boon no 
attempt to hurt tho frontier guard3 so far os tJie peasants havo been 
concerned. Tliey ha™ simjdy asked to be allowed to pass out of tho 
country. Being in most cases in tho majority they have commonly 
tiiken advantage of their numbers to try and slip past the Cossacks and 
escape. It is thou tliat tho Berdans Lave been loveiled and the fugi¬ 
tives shot down. The otficial report of these little massacres never 
mention mote than one or two killed and two or three wounded ; but 
these who arc accustomed to tho published lists of Russian casu^ties 
in war lime know well enough what Ihese figures really mean. In 
some cases tho shooting has acted at onco as a deterrent and stopped 
the emigration, but in others a certain proportion soem to nave 
managefl to get across the f rontier. This was notably theca&eia 
tho affair of the 10th of Octobar at tho Potrovitsky Post, where 
more than 100 out of a band of 370 peasants, managed to make good 
their escape into Gennany* Tho migratory spirit is strongly 
ingrained in the Russians* It is hold to bo partly inherited from 
their anoosters, who wandered over desert and stoppo till gradually 
they settled down in Ilussia, and is partly ascribed to the climate. 
1 think the latter has a good deal to do with it. Tho six winters 
I once spent in Russia wore each of them followed by a terrible 
feeling of rcstlessuesa in tho spring. The desire to roam and wander 
when the ieo was going and tho gross beginning to peep again, 
was almost uneoiiquorablu< i never foit that way in this country, 
perhaps because England u so small that if one attempts to ream 
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far from one’s doorstep ho is brought np with a jerk by the eucom- 
[inssiug 9oa» In Hussin one can wander a protty good distance with¬ 
out getting a glitnpso of the briny. For men who have been buried 
daring the winter in the forests* it is pleasant to roam away to the 
open prairie lands of the south, and for those who have almost liad tlio 
flesh blown off their bones on the steppes it is a relief to visit the 
forests. Economical conditEOUS favour tins roaming. In England 
where the work 'jxjoplo are divorced frojn the soil, and except 
where they have acquired a freehold house through tho building 
society are all of them “ lack lands" orproietoriuts, the artisan or 
mechanic is born in a town and dies in a town* without having 
any stake or interest in the country. In Russia a working man 
is first a peasant, and only in a secondary degreo a dweller 
of the town. Though he may be working os a cp^enter, hoiler- 
makor, ' hatter,* bus conductor* or yaijd porter at St. Petersburg 
or Moscow, he is the owner of three acres and a cow^^ in 
some village or other, perhaps two or three thousand versts off, 
and to that village he goes from time to tinic, when want of work^ 
desire of change, or family circunistancos suggest a visit. There 
is thus a constant circolation botWoen town and country, and the 
spirit of change U gratilled to an extent, which would astonish 
workmen in this country. But wandering in Russia must be of a 
legal character, or clso the offoudor stands a chance of being 
popped into prison. The peasant titember of a commune must have 
tho permit of his fellow villagers to go to where he wishes to go, 
or else, devoid of such permit, he is tiablo to arrest,' imprison'^ 
ment, and deportation back to his village. Hence a man cannot 
emigrate without the whole village knowing nil about it, and then 
tho reasons that weigh witli him are apt at times to influence tho 
whole community, and the entire village starts on the trot for Siberia 
or tlie Caucasus. If, on the way, vacant ground is found, suitable 
for settlement, tho village cemca to an anchor, and the peasants squat 
down upon it* But in European Russia there is very Bttla land that 
does not belong to somebody or other, in default of which it beloings 
to the Crown* Formerly it was easy in Central Hussia for rooming 
commnnities to discover sites for a now settlement, but the growth of 
population has of late years led to tho general appi oprlatien of the 
soil in the home province, and now tho peasants have to traverse the 
Urals before land can be found to be had for nothing. This fact 
not being properly realised by the peasants, or tho pin^pf pover^ 
at home being unendurable, many of those rooming bands have 
boeome absolute paupers, whilo striving to reach the oonflnes of 
Siberia, or the Caucasus, and have caused a doal of trouble to tho 
authorities. Last summer there were a number of coses of 
** caravans of hunger^maddonod peasants pillaging the villages 
on their road, or bursting into a town in bands of several hundred 
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famished wrotches, clamonriog wildly far food and dying in the 
streets, in some instanoes before it cenld be obtained for tAem. Out 
of this bas sprung a press clamour that either tbc Govornment 
should regulate migration aodfind lands for vill^ers needing them, 
or else put a stop tg the roaming altogether. The latter course is 
easier to recommend than carry out. itussia is so largo, and the 
villages in many districts' are so distant from town^ or the tolegpph 
wlre^tbat a commnnity haay be fur on the march before the authori¬ 
ties have beard anyrthing about it. And In attempting to ovado 
the towns aifd principal linos of communication, the wanderers 
liavo repeatedly Qus’^’car drifted into barren districts and been over¬ 
taken with Btarvatiou betbro tbo ofideials sent in pursuit could como 
up with them. In coses of capture there have doubtless been 
many attempts *10 resist tl^ order to turn back to tho abandoned 
village, and it would be nothing unu^jual if the same severity were 
enforced as on tho frontier. Conflicts between authority and 
tho people, however, are not allowed to be mentioned in the 
provincial press, and it h only from chance sources that one hears 
of what has occurred. Certainly this year there bos been more 
restlessness among the peasants than for many years past, and the 
rapidly increasing poverty of certain districts has forced on a desire 
for emigration which the Govemfnent considers so serious that 
it is now deliberating how to palliate tho distress in order to 
prevent the discontent becoming a political danger. 

If the*peopl© who tried to run out of liussla were Jews, there 
wonld be no guns lired off to stop thc^m. The Hussion authorities are 
only too glad Ig see a Jow^s hods ^sing over the bordorlinep 
The oimgrants arrested are either Polish peasants or Little Hussinns* 
Most of them are bound for Braail, Of late Poland has boon exploit¬ 
ed by fraudulent emigration agents, who have made handsomo 
proflts in organiring the flight of the peasants and steering them 
for the Eden in South America, where the bulk of them are reporU 
od to perish. It may, tberofore, bo a mercy that many of them arc 
stopp^ on the fr on tier and sent back to their homes. But it is 
oertniuly not nice. No man likes to be chained to the soil against 
his will, and, after all the wonderful stories he has heard of the Gold¬ 
en Braailsj where summer prevails all the year round, land costs 
nothing, and oranges can be had for the trouble of picking them 
off the trees, Poland ia not a pleasant place to live in. Napoleon 
discovered there a flfth element—mud. It always seemed to me 
that the chief crop of the country was stones. It is the 
scraggiest part of tho Hussian empire and a veritable pon- 
demouium of racial hatred. There the Hussian hates the 
Polo, and the Polo detests the Russian, and both esecrate and are 
crushed in turn by tho Jew, add to this their mutual hatred 
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of the interlopiog Qcrmaiif and a condition of society is revealed 
which aocomita ibr the oagorneas of the peasonta to dear out of 
Raa&ia. 


Until now the ©mgralion from Russia to America haa not 
been heavy. Excluding Qormun quakors {Mennuniteinsurgent 
Foies, and refuge Nihilists it has collsistct^mainly of Jews, From 
1820 to 1880 o^ly 81*000 emigrants loftr Russia for Americii, or 
on an average 1,400 a year. From 1880 lo I88ij upwards of 
100,000 took their departure, being an hverago of 17,000 a year. 
The majority were Poles and Je\vs, the Jews having the prepon¬ 
derance. Perse cutioa in most cases accounted for their cmigra^- 
lion from llnssia, and probably in a largo number, it was absolute^ 
ly forced on them by the authorities. TSut while tjie Government 
docs not mind losing Gorman quakor Joloni^ta and panper Jews, 
it strongly objects to the migration beyond the .sea of Rnsaian and 
Polish peasants* unless it bo to thePueilio ^fbpe of ISiberia. For this 
reaBonemigration agents in Ituasiaaud Polancl have to conduct Ihcir 
operations in a claudestiuo mauuor, the onicers are situatod, for the 
most part* in the Gorman frontier towns, and their emissaries ponotroto 
to the Russian villages in tho disguise of peJiara. If tho nennan 
Government consented, the trade coiihl bo easily crnRhcd, by 
means of simultaneous measures on both sides of tlio frontier, and 
probably an arrangement of some wort will be arrived at in tiino, 
should tho Peril a authorities, for political reaybns, deam it 
expedient to projutiate Russia. Otherwise the movemenl may bo 
expected to increase owing to the peasantry having become infected 
with the mania for emigration to America, and tho pressure 
exercised on them by the depression of trade and the oiber cir¬ 
cumstances just mentioned. On their part tho Gorman shipping 
agents naturally desire plenty of emigration traffic for their 
Bteamers, while the Gorniau Government favours arwthing that 
encourages the prosperity of tho mercantile marine. Many of tho 
peasant emigrants aro poor, but still there are plenty able to pay 
their passage and prove, in the shape of hard cash, on their arrival 
in America, that they are not paupers. This class of emigrants 
tho German Government would hardly care to prohibit passing 
through its territory to its ports, unless there were strong reasons 
for trying to please Russia by a restrictive order. 
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THE HEAYY OJL LAMP PROBLEM. 
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ITS IMPORTANCE FOR RUSSJA AND INDIA* 

- » —— 
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T oe Imporial RiiBsian Todinical Society aunouocoa that its inter- 
uatioaal competiUon Jor lioavy potroloum lamps, which was a 
s])eCia] Jeaturo tho St* i'ct^rsbur^ l^ctrolcuni Exhibition last win¬ 
ter, bus boon oxlonJciJ to ia orJor to allow of a 

tVosh attempt to carry off tho prizes a Hot W by the Minister of Crown 
Domuius, Senator Ustrov^y 4 The competition deals with a problem 
50 intorostin^ and important j not only for litissiaaud India, but for the 
whole or Id generally, that 1 trust to bo excused for treating it In detail, 
Colossal fortunes aro oonoornod ill tho elucidation of the problem; 
ibo future of tho petroleum industry of Burma largely depends 
upon it, and the safety of tho public is concorued to an oirtent dimly 
appreciated by those who make uso of keros)ac Jumps for the iliumi* 
nation of their households* Tho prices, 1 should remark^ are two 
in number—enc of 500 roubles (£250^ for the best houiry oil 
huup lor* tho masses another of 1,000 roubles for the host 
neh man's lamp, both to burn oil of a specihe gravity of ‘d70 at a 
tcmporutiiro of 15 degrees Oelsiua* Tho^lampsjnustpoHsoss a light of 
at least 12 caudle-powor; and the con sumption of oil per eandlo'power 
must not exceed four grammes an hour* Freferouco will bo given 
to lamps burning without a glass ehimnoy. 

Tho g(sneral public eoimnonly assumes all petroleam oil to bo 
the samu, whether borod for and brought to the surface in America, 
Kussia, Burma, or any other part of tho world* This is an error* 
Tho oil of every country has its own characteristics? and oven in 
every country the oil varies eousidorabiy in the diatrlcts where it 
is iuundj whuther iar or near to one another* Without dealing 
with other characteristics, it may bo briefly said that exports 
clivLdo crude oil into two categories—heavy and light—^tho former 
title being applied to tho oil of Burma, Egypt, and to a degree, 
Bussia; while tho potrolenun of America belouga to the geoond cate¬ 
gory* By n light oil is meant that plenty of lamp oil can be distiUed 
Irom it. By a heavy oil that it ia too charged with dense oil to 
burn well in lamps. For instance, roughly speaking, Pennsylvanian 
crude oil yields 70 to 75 gallons of kerosine or lamp oil from every 
100 gallons subjected to distillation. The Russian Baku oil^ oo the 
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contrary, yields only 30 to 35 gallons of similar kerqsme, while the 
oil of Burma yields even less* This condition of things wo aid givo 
the American red nor a great advantage, were not the supply of crude 
oil at Baku so copious. America gets more than twice as much 
lamp oil out of her petroleum as Russia^ On the other hand, a sin¬ 
gle well at Baku spouts more oil in a day^some times than all the 
£5,000 wells of America put together. 

Now, after the lamp oil has boon tak^n from the crude oil, the 
surplus forms honziuo, bensolLne, anil 'other light oils, and a series 
ofbeavy or lubricating oils, terminating with vasleine and aatatki 
or refuse for fuel, Qf these the most important is lubricating oil 
for machinery. Millions of gallons of this are nse^l every year, 
and in its manufacture Hussia possessegi a great tdvantage over 
Ainericaj because while the latter, after* extracting 75 gallons of 
lamp oil from 100 gallons of crude, has pnly 25 gallons left for 
lubricating oil, tlie former, after extracting 35 gallons has €5 
gallons left for treatment. All the same the world does not want 
anythiug like as much lubrici^tiag oil ue lamp oil, the con¬ 
sumption of which is rapidly approaching one thousand million 
gallons a year; and thus, however much of her surplus remaining 
after 35 gallons per lOd gallons of crude have been extracted Kus- 
sian may use np, tliere still remains an enormous quantity of oil, 
too heavy for use in lamps, too good for fuel, whi^, for want of 
ready moans of utilization, is either barbarously used gs fuel, or, 
more barbarously still, is allowed to How into the Caspian t^ea to get 
rid of it. llartdreils of millions of gallons of this heavy oil have 
been thus wasted at Baku during the last few years, Iftheoil wells 
of Banna were developed to an oxtont corresponding with those of 
Baku, the waste at Yenan^iyoung would bo even greater. Thus 
India, as well as BUnSsia, is interested lu a solutiotk of the problem^ 

This being clear 1 will attempt to lay bare the character 
of the problem. This so called " heavy ” oil is not an oil like 
treacle, or even like dense machinery oil, but superficially so 
little removod in appearance from the oil we are accustomed 
to use, that if ordinary kerosine and ** 670 oiB* were placed in gloss 
bottles alongside each other, a casual observer would not detect 
any diifereuce beyond that in shaking it one would perhaps seem 
to bo more susceptible to agitation than the other, Howeveti if 
the two oils were put in lamps, one would mount the wick and 
burn, while the other would retnatn like a lamp at the bottom ; and 
yet uot with all la tups, fur Home lamps exercise a stronger power 
over oil ihan others. For insbanoo, n ilink*^! duplex or double- 
wick lamp would not burn the heavy oil at all. Oa the other 
hand, a Defrlos^ circular wick lamp would burn the oil, yet 
,UOt with that absolute readiness, unuer all conditions^ which is 
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eaaeniial to the Bolutiou of the problem. Tile Defrias l^inp is 
Stronger tbun the Hinks's lamp and qulio nniazed the experts at 
the recent Petrolenm Elxhibi^oa at St» Petersburg by its power 
over heavy oil. What is wanted is a more powerful lamp atilU 
This, 1 am persuaded, will be invented before long. 

For the moment, the Russian oil is the slave jf the American 
lamp^ Paraffin oil came*into U9e about the time of the Crimean 
War» America afterwards took up the rnnuing, beat the C^ootch 
oil, and dominated the whold market of the world* In reHnkig 
their korosino the Anioricans naturally extracted as much out of 
their raw rock oil as they could Thus there became everywhere 
used od of the particular standard they esbiblishei, oud lamps 
wore everywhere itivcnU^d and made to burn that particular 
standard of oil. This w£K an oil of a spucilic gravity of *8QQ 
to^blO. 

Now it ia well there should bo a clear impression of the weight 
of different oils* BeuKine, which is a very light oil, or rather eva¬ 
porative spirit, hasaspjcific gravity of *7d(Jto*760, American 
kerosme of to ’Slit specific gravity is heavier than benzine, 
and has less spirit in it* Jt is ilicrofore obviously safer to use* 
Russian kerosiuc is a little heavier than American, ranging 
from '8H) to '820, The heavy korosino llusaia seeks to use 
is heavier^ still, *870, which is nearly as heavy m the crude 
oil just fresh from the well, '87f> to 888. Now the lower one , 
goes down the scalo of weight, the lighter the oil the more the 
spirit ill it, and the more easily it blazes; the higher one goes the 
more the case ia reversei, and iho loss readily the oil burus or 
flashes* I'araffin Or kerosiiic ("800 to '820j is consequently, us 
everybody knows, safer to store than benzine or bouzoliuc {'Z^O to 
‘76U) and again inaohiiiery or lubricating oil to '81)0) 

is safer to store than either. If benzoline be put in a lamp 
it will burn splendidly, but there is to much iudammability 
in it that is dangerous. On the other hand if machinery oil 
bo put in a lamp it will burn feebly, and the wick will rapidly 
char, crust and siiioke find the light will hnally go out* Xliis ia 
caused by tho oil being too he^vy to rise up tlie wick, Xhero 
ia plenty of illuminating power in the oil, as is proved by 
breakiuj^ it into bubbles with a jet of steam smashing the drops in 
percolating from a tubct when it will burn in the furnace with a 
tremendous blaze ; but tho ordinary wick in the ordinary lamp 
will not pull the light oat of the oil, although, as 1 have said, a 
Defriea lamp, having a candle power of 80 candles will pull it out 
better than a Duplex lamp of 25 or 80 candle power, one of tlm 
reasons being that the suction force exercised by a blaze of 8U 
candles is obviously stronger than that of a blaze of 25 candles^ 
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As just atatodt 'vrhon tbe Anjericana began dominating the 
vorld wiih ihoir oil a (^nartor of a conturj ago, they naturally cboac 
a Bpeoies of lamp oil that could be produced m tbo ^eatest quantity 
from tbeir crude oil, and lamps were overywhore invented to bum 
that oil. But had HuE^ia been 6rj^t iu tbe held instead of America, 
she would iiave manufactured not tho same species of lamp oil as 
the AmoricanSj of which she cilh only oitract to 35 per cent., 
but a heavier variety of ^370 s|)ccific grayity of which she caii ex¬ 
tract 70 to 75 per cent. Iti thatenso arJilierent kiuiL of lamp would 
Lavocome into exiEtcnce, and instead of hundreds of millions of good 
lamp oil being wasted as lieavy oil, unfit for tbe market, it would 
have boon the standard burning oil throughout tlie world. And 
being a heavier oU it would have boon an iucojqparably safer oil 
than the American kerosine iu vogue.' 

Tho question naturally arises Wby^ baa not Russia manufac¬ 
tured this natural yiariety of oih aud soul it into tho ttiurket instead 
of making a kind of oil of which she can ouly get 30 gallons out 
of every 100 gallons of crudo oih worked up The reply is simple* 
When Russia began to send oil into tho Europoan market a few 
years ago, she bad to deal with merehauis wlio Ameri¬ 

can oil, and a public accustomed to no other ; and the former would 
onl^ buy Russian oil rcsembliug as closely os pod^ible Ibo American 
article. Russia, therefore, os a ncweonicr of no ro|)Ulatiou, bad to 
yield to tlie demands of the lOnropeaii market and imunif^eture lamp 
oil of the American pattern. At tho outset this did not trouble bor 
much ; but tbe larger her output grew t];ic niore tremendous became 
the waste, autil it has now attained proportions tliat give flcep con¬ 
cern to the Goveruinont as well as tho scicntlfie men of Russia. The 
production of kerosinc of tho American putteru in Russia last year 
was ovor 200 million gallons ilad lamps existed burning the boavicr 
variety natural to Russia, the same amounl of crude producing 
this total of 200 million gullous c juld have produced nearly 500 
millions. In other words there was a sacrihoo of 300 million gallons 
of lamp oil for want of a suitable lamp, 

Tbe figures.reveal tbe importance of the problem now await¬ 
ing solution. Russia, only a few years ago, tho hum bio ooui]>otri' 
tor of America in the oil trade of the world, h now tlio equal, and 
is already declaring her determiuatiou uot to remain in tliraldom 
to the American type of oil lamp any longer, Tho fooling is 
interestiag to note, although potroloum inerchants may smile at it, 
because a rosoluto do termination to solve a problem is often half 
the soltttion ol it. As yet tho proper bearings of the [iroblem are 
quite unknown to European inventors, and even to men of 
Ecienco. Id Russia Professor Mendelaieif auJ other scientific men 
arc constantly disoussiag it, but Rusijia is not a country of 
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ioTentoTB, and thna iheir writings load to no resntta in RnfsU Hse3f| 
while being entombed in the Rnseian language ihej^ exeroiie no 
stimulus OD inventors abroad» who moreover Eare not the pressure 
of the problem at their back, as in Hussiat to force uiem to 
exorcise their facuUieSi But*if Bussia cannot invent she can offoF 
prises, and any European inventor who should really solve tha 
problem would not onlj i^^ceive the warmest eneonrageibeut from 
the Bussian Government but be assisted kt evety way by the 
leading refining houses of Baku, Considering ^0 importance 
of the problem^to India also,, the solution of the matter tending 
to immrt an enormous value to the oil deposits of Burma^ it would 
bo well if the Indian Qovernnient also participated in promoting 
a solution offering aubstantiol money prises to successful inventors. 

The matter is of particular importance to India for another rea« . 
son, nnmoly, because a heai^ oil is eascntially the safest oil to store 
and usOj owing to its giving forth vezy little infiommabla vapour, 
and on this account it is admirably adapted for a hot climate. 
I'etroleum oil of *b70 specific gravity is safer to store than even 
ooka^ Thus while the crude oil of America produces a lamp oil 
well adapted for temperate climates, the crude oil of Baku and 
Burma, both situated in hot countries^ can produce a special oil 
designed, as it were by nature, for use in the torrid markets ad¬ 
jacent to them. This is an important fact that should not bo lost 
upon tho Government of India. To my mind the problem is by no 
means extraordinarily diiScult of solution* It is a matter that 
simply tesl^ u|>on improving lamps. Tho existing Russian oil ex* 
ported is heavier than the American-^latter running up to 
'810 specific gravity, and the former sometimes above • 820. Bpeak* 
ing generally all lumps bum American oil well, but they do not all 
do the same in the case of Russian oil. On the other hand 
while old type lamps burn American oil well and BuBaian 
oil not so weH, there are new tj^po lamps which not only hum 
both well but get more light out of a given quantity of Russian 
oil than out of tne American article. Bucb a lamp is tho Defries. 
E nowing this to be tho case, and knowing that the heavier the oil 
ihe flafprthe oil, the Defries Company a year or two ago started 
selling what they called the Defries smety oil. This had a specifio 
gravity of *630, which| it will be seen, is a considerable increase 
on the American lamp oil, '600 to *610, and Bussian lamp oil^ *810 to 
*820, although a deal short of the heavy oil of *670 specific gravity 
which tho Russian Imperial Technical Society wishes to see utilixed. 
Now this '830 Defries oil cannot be burnt in any of the ordinary 
lamps, yet not only does the Defries lamp bum this oil well, but 
also another heavy oil, called in Russia pyronafl, of *858 specific 
gravity, which is more than midway between tho Defries *^dQ oil 
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and the *670 oil, for tbo coneamption of which prlies arc afiorod. 
I am compelled to quote the Defries lamp and Defriei oil in oonneo- 
tion with this matter, because in England readerfl are unaoenBiom- 
ed to hea-vy oils and heavy oil lamps.. In RoBsiaj however, pyronafl 
or *658 oil is a marketable commodity, and there are Gevend lamp^, 
such ae the Kiimherg, which claim to bum it with more or 
less efheiency. These were exhibited at the Petersburg Petroleum 
Exhibition and .'^liree received medals. None of them, however, were 
able to do more than what the Defries lamp was able to do, r.nd do 
pris&e at all was awarded to any lamp (.pmpeting for *670 oil. It 
seems to me, therefore, Uiat the proper course fdr inventors to 
pursue is to study the action of a Dofrics, Kumberg or other Rus¬ 
sian heavy oil lamp burning Dufrics safety oil, pyroDaft, and finally 
*870 oil I and upon their experimonts to evolve a lamp to fulfil 
the conditions laid down by the Imperii,! Technical Society at St. 
Petersburg. A a inventors have been wi'iting to me as to where these 
heavy oils should be obtained, it may spare mo corre^ndenco if I 
recommend Messrs. Blumann and Stern, 43, London Wall, London 
£. C, They are the London Agent of the Baku Hrm of Shibaeff 
& Co., the manager of which, Vi-ctor Hagozine, is the leading prac¬ 
tical authority in Bussia on the heavy oil question, and superviBes 
the production of as much heavy oil annually as is turned out by 
any reGnery in the Caspian. In my own mind I am convinced 
that if English and American inventors only apply themselves to the 
elucidation of this problem, clarlj understanding in advance its 
conditions, they will solve it in a very short time. Tbo/esult ought 
to bo a splendid fortune to the inventor, since the invention will 
bring at oncointo the market millions of gallons of oil now compelled 
to ruQ waste at Baku or lie dormant in me bowels of Burma* 
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London, Septimher BSth^ 1SS8. 

I N 1683 when the lately deceased Baku ^ Oil King,” Mr, Ludwig 
Nobel, was stopping in England for two or three months, 1 
dined with him one anemdon after he had hod a long dtscussiou 
with Sir John Lubbock and Sir Lyon Playfair in regard to the 
antiquity of the Baku oil^upply and the number of years it might 
be expected to last. At that time, Baku was haidly known in 
Europe, and Mr> Nobel had some difficulty in eonvlncing his hearers 
that Uie oxistcuco of petroleum there could be traced Wsk severed 
thousand yoara, and that the ooziugs and gushlugs had at Tarious 
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periods been noted to bo so large aa to warrant the aefimnption that 
t^e great oil fomitain 1 hbd witnessed that year, the Droojbo, 
^pouting daring its career 100,000,000 goUoss of petrolenm, was 
not of a ohaTocter to rapidly exhaust the supply, so vast 
was the latter. The impression was that the Bakn oiWnpply 
was quite of reoent origin, and that it was due to temporary 
volcanic causes that hod rod to the fountain of the previous autumn, 
but qoald hardly bo expected to bo ropeotod often, and must 
infallibly soon exhaust tlie supply. That one well at Baku should 
produce more ail than all the 25,000 wells in America put together 
was rather a stiff fact for Sir Lyon Playfair to swallow, his experienco 
being eonfinod to the mengro supply of Bootland and certain parts 
of the United States. Possibly the volcanic theory was put for¬ 
ward os a polite,^]entific way of exprossing incrcdnll^ in regard to 
such astonishing copiousnesl. The sceptical non-seientiHc man would 
have aimjily whistled and ojoculatod “ Walker/' fEowever, whatever 
may have been the thoughts of his hearers, the discussion had left ou 
his mind the impression that he hod not convinced them so com¬ 
pletely os he wished, and being a pardcnkrly earnest, truthful 
man liwsclf, he was a little netClcit that any doubts should exist os to 
his accuracy. ** You know that Professor Mondalaieff, Professors 
Lisenko, Markovinkoff, Gulishambaroff, and others have written 
about the origin of Baku petroleum. Mr. Marvin, * Do you think 
that if 1 had a statemont prepared from their works tracing its 
history, I should convince yonr countrymen F'" ** Certainly 

not,’* I refflied. “ You might just os well invoke Timbuotoo as 
Markovinkoff and Wagga-Wagga or Wooloomooloo os Qulishom* 
boroff. The fact is that to most Dngliahmen, outlandish foreign 
names rather tend to excite ridicule than to command respect. 
One quotation from Gibbon zncntiQiung Baku would cor^ more 
weight than a monograph prepared under the auspices of all the 
professors in Hoaoow. A good case can be easily prepared from 
English senreesi That done and your hearers convinced, you will 
afterwards experience no diffionlty in getting them to believe wbat« 
ever Bussian writers may have published on the subject/' 

The next day I prepared the case for Baku from the English 
standpoint; and when BUbsequently Mr. Ludwig Kobel it 
ho was astonished that ** so many Englishmen visited the 
place at different times commenciug with Jonas Han way, nearly 
a oentury-and'^^half ago, and ending with Oolouol Yalentme 
Baker, iilir F. Qoldsmid, Mr. Arthur Arnold, M.P., Mr. Gallenga, 
cf tho Tiniet^ Mr. O'Donovao, and others. Their doscriptians, of 
course, were not very exhaustive, but, with the references of Gib¬ 
bon and other English or European writers, th^ proved the con- 
tinnons character of the copiousnaas of the Baku supply, and 

48 
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deiB(»natrated its saistanoe at least S^ODO years ago. A abort tiine 
afterwards 1 pablished the etatemeDt in pamphlet form tindor the title 
of Baktt^ Petcolia of Enro^**’ Although not exhaustive^ it 
gave a reproaentative list of the £ngljahmen who had visited B^u 
up to 18o3. 

Five years have now etapaed, and it is probably not too mrikoh 
to say that in fi^t period uve times as" many Englishmen boW 
viaited Baku ae in the period of a century-aiid^hiitf intervening be¬ 
tween the visit of Jonas Hanway and Mr. 0'Donovan* What was 
almost unknown is now bo familiar that when meet' a person wbo 
says 1 am jnst back from Baku/' 1 bear what I have beard bo 
ofton that I am afraid my indifference Bometimes givea c^enoe. 
Besides the various members of the Lunuden mission, and Oolone} 
Stewart, repreoeRting the London Chamber of Oommeroe, both 
England and Amerion have sent oonanls there to describe the 
petroleum region ; the all-^powerful Stendard Oil Company of 
America has sent ^ther agent after agent; onr London Petrolentn 
AjSociHtion bas despaichea Mr. Boverton Redwood, perhaps the 
best technical expert on petroleu^ England possesses ; while a list 
of quite thirty or forty names could be compiled of English 
merohanta and manufacturers who have visited Baku, wi£ont 
including the partioa of English tourists Messrs, Gaye and Measra. 
Cook bate repeatedly taken through. The opening of the Trans- 
Caspian Railway is now attractieg to the Caspian a fresh series of 
visitors. Colonel Talbot and Mr* Ourfon^ M* P*,* are availing 
themselves of the excursion froni Paris to Samarkhand to flave a look 
at the pJac'); Baron Rothschild, from Paris, baa already arrived; 
and the Tzar himself is expootod shortly, 

To*day X learn that the Ttjnei bos ordered off, by wire, its BL 
Petersburg correspondent, Mr, Dobson, to deAcrlbe this visit 
of the Hussion autocrat to the Caucasus^ The is 

waking up. It was the only English newspaper represented 
at the opening of the Transcaspian Railway, and will« 
1 understand, be the only one despatohing a special to deicriba 
the Tzar 0 tour. Chance letters from casual toorisis may perhara 
appear in other newspapers ; but there is all the differenoe in toe 
world between such inoxperienoed effusions and the letters of a train¬ 
ed journalist knowing BuBsiau thoroughly, acquainted personallj 
with the principal Russian personages, and having ooceaa to aonroes 
of information dosed to the more sightseer. Whether Mr. CTonon 
and Colonel Talbot will got to Samiu-khand at present seems flor the 
moment a matter of doubt. General AnnenkotTs attempts to pose 
beforo the world as a second Losseps do not meet with the symp^y 
of the Hussion Government. HatlAir an^y feeling has bean omnsed 
by the excursiem de /uofa he started at Paris, probably stiiiLulated 
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by Hr* Dobeoii^s ouUpoken revektions regarding tho sham oonditioa 
or maQj parts of the Transoospian line ; and the Russian CbTera- 
mentmost decidedly objects for the moment having a lot of prying 
tonristfl shot down ou Centra]. Asm. Hence curt refusals to grunt 
pormission to visit Transcaspia and protests from stranded 

tourists. In the end, probably permission will bo accorded ; but 
I should not be snrprisod-if General AnnenkoCF receives a reprimand 

for what he has done. • ■ 

■ 

I had hognn to make preparations for proceeding to tho 
Caucasus myself thur wooh,*but a severe cold nas settled on my 
right lisngj touching a week spot from which I snfFcriKl for six 
months after the war scare of 1835, and for several weeks my 
travels will not be far from my study and bedside. This is very 
disappointing. tOf Imperial pageantries 1 hud enough for a tife- 
dme at the Tsar’s coronation ; but one never tires of the boautif^l 
scenery of the Caucasus ; and oven Imperial reviews and balls and 
display though they boro*onc, arc more tolorablo than theVogs that 
are already beginning to enwrap the metropolis. 


Kotbing definite is known about the Emperor's programme for 
tho Caucasian tour. To prevent Nihilist plots, his movemonta aro 
always kept secret until the lost moment. As by the time this 
will ha ve reached you tho Taar should be already in the 'Caucasixa, 
it is nnnoceasary to indulge in apocuIatious as to his route and the 
plentiful crop^of rumours attaching thereto. If tho latter are to bo 
believed, the visit to Baku will be of considerable political 
importance as regards Persia, and there is some loose talk about 
ft treaty that is te be signed. The Russian Minister at Teheran 
will be present at the interview between the Tzar and the Bhah’a 
Envoy. The ofiScial TiEis Kavkaz reminds its readers for the 
hundredth time of the sagacity and foresight of Peter the Great, 
who after tho capture of Baku exclaimed—“ We have won tho key 
of the Caspian: yonder—pointing towards Asterahad and Herat— 
lies tbe toad to India/’ 


From tho financial point of view, tbe jonmoy of a Rothschild 
to B^u b oven more important than tbe visit of tho Tsar* 
Do the EothaduldB intend to repeat tho Standard oil monopoly 
and invest ton or fifteen millions storting in the oil industry P Up 
to DOW they have put in £2,000,000^ and have been urged to taka 
over the 600-milo pipe-lino concession, which would mean two 
millions moro* Then thero arc rumours that they would like to buy • 
up the business of tbe Nobels, This would mean anotber three 
millionfl* Add three more to this, and tho Rothschilds would he 
able to completely boss’’ the Bussi&n potroleum indnstry. One 
ally, however, is needed to clench the arrangement—the Govern- 
mont of Biusia, and tbe Hussian Government is at present not 
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disposed to allow of a repetitioii of that monopoly of oil whiofa in 
.America ia m hated hy the proan aod pnblic. If anjthiogi the Boths- 
chUds are not faTonritce^ so far aa the petroletun bnMELeas is ooncem- 
edi The Tiflie Kapkat is eontinnally attacking ihemt and com- 
plaints haTing been made that Jowa wore beginning to ewarm s% 
Baku, the Govcnior turned them all out of the town on the ocooeion 
of the last fair* Id Europe it is too often aesumed that, for the sake 
of the financial sapport of the HothschildSi^Rusaiamight be tempted 
to hand oTcr the petroleum indiiatry to them on favourable flbmiBi 
Such bondage^ however, would be both 'repognant to shi and 
tttidigmfied, while it is very doubtful whether any finauoialBUpport 
would recompense her for allowing the petroleum industry to bo 
cramped by a monopoly. AH the same, the recent death of Mr. 
Lndvrig Nobel is leading to groat changes in the Russian oil 
bufijness, and it is difficult to bo positive as to the future. Pro- 

2 ^93 of every kind is reported at Bahu^ and the T^ar will find 
ere, instead of a decaying Forsiaii town, a rapidly growing 
Busamu city. 
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London, 18SB* 

I PROMISED in a recent letter that I would avail*myself cl the 
first opportunity of dealing with accidents arising from kcrosine 
or paraffin lamps^ What the mortality may be m India I have 
BO means of knowing, for only occasional cases reported in the 
Indian press meet my eye; but in this country the number of 
deaths nearly approaches three hundred a year, ind.the mortality is 
rapidly iaorcasingi To put a stop to this frightful holocaust, I 
commenced two years ago a crusade against dangerous lampa, whic^ 
1 am glad to say, haa been productive of important results, and ia 
likely to lead to a law to suppress them at no distant date. How 
1 came to bo what is called an ‘>&pert in lamps" is 

easily explained. In preparing mj “ Russians at Merv and 
HeraV* m 188B, 1 devoted a chapter to the '‘Political 
Bearings of Baku Oil.'* In ibis I traced the development 
of the then almost unknown petroleum industry of the Caspian, 
and prognosticated (what haa since been amply realised) 

' that ine infinenca the rapid growth of the Russian oil trade would 
have on the material power of Russia in the Caspian Sea would 
prove more important than even the conquest of ue Turkomans. 
This chapter led to many inqmriea from persons interested in oil; 
and to meet those inqumes 1 studied more closely the Russian oil 
trade, and afterward by degrees the oil trade of the world 
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geneirall}^* ThUB^ without any doaign or tuiy paiiiotdar Jove of the 
snbjoot^ I became a coostant writer on petroleomp and my opinion 
waB sought priTfttoly by pereons having a oommerdal interest in 
industry^ While events were nmning their course in this direo- 
tion, I was asked by to prepare aspecialpoptilaracooimi 

of hospital life on behalf of the Hospital Sunday Fund. This led 
to my spending nearly a month in the varione hospitals of the 
metropoliSp where I was^tonished to find so many patients Buffer¬ 
ing from the effects of mineral oil oocidents. An investigatioii 
into lamp accidents ^llowet} ; and finding that the evil was entirely 
due to the dangerous types of lamps in use, I determined (aa 
one whoso writings were causing people to use oil more and 
more) to conduct an agitation to suppress those lamps and enforoo 
the manufacture of safety ones* TJw first step was the publication 
of The Moloch of Paraffin,^* a pamphlet in winch I illustrated 
the dangers of the principal t^es of lamps in use. This was well 
received by the press, was translated into Busslan, attained an 
issue of over thirty thousand copies, was republish^ in several 
newspapers, and recently was placed on the streets at a penny* In 
geneml I never have the slighteBt trouble in fixing tities for my 
works ; but in this case a good crusading title involved a deal of 
thinking, and in the preliminary notice in the Athencsum 
the pamphlet was heralded as '^Tho Moloch of Mineral Oil 
llluminarion/’ This was too long, of course, even if more 
accurate; and finally X selected “ The Moloch of Paraffin'*— 
a title which has enjoyed a very satisfactoiy amount of 
success. The press took to it at once, and regularly cfaronioled 
lamp accidents under the heading ^'Another Victiin to the Molooh 
of Farato.** Moloch*' became quite a fashionable word. Several 
novelists adopted it in their titles. When Lord Iddesleigh died, a 
London daily newspaper declared that he had fallen a “vieiiit] to 
the Moloch of Ministerial responsibility.*' Other writers followed 
this cue ; and quite recently 1 was interested to find James Payn, 
the Dov^st, telling a yam in the lilM4traUd London JVftr# in 
which some one was “saorifioed to the Molooh of Mathematios.*' 

Aft I expected, the lamp trade at Birmingham was fhrions at 
the publication of my patnpmct. The smaller firms rattled epithets 
upon my head, and mter a number of very hot controversies, one 
of the leading firms, Messrs. Hinks and Son, flung down achaUenge, 
1 picked it up at once, asking them to swear an affidavit timt their 
claes resoPToir duplex lamps, which they were advertising a* 
"absolutely safe uuder any oircumstanceB,** really were ^e (a tiling 
they refused to do) | and at this juncture, when the oonfiiot was at its 
climax, a bridegroom was killed in Birminghan itself by an e^^lod- 
ing lamp audor oiroumstanoes bo horrible that, in face of the 
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imblic indignmtion aroused ihoreby, ibe mamifacttirers tbodaght it 
. AdvisabZe to elint ap” for the moment, 1 tberenpon reoomnieiid- 
ed that, if they wore dissatisfied with the verdict on their lamps 
I had prononaced in The Moloch of Paraffin/' &ey ahonld anhniit 
them to a totally independent tribunal—the Imperial Enseion 
Technical Society^ then organidng a Pctrolettm Ea:hii>itioii at St. 
Fetersbnrg. Thev did so. The reenlt was unexpectedly enoonrag* 
iDg. Kot a singfa lamp I had denonnead in The Bfoloeh of 
Parafdn ” received any award ; the only medal for eufety 
lamps was assigned to the very lamp—Darios—^hich 1 had 
em^ed out as the only one abaointely safe, OonBideriog that 
BnflsUn, os well os German, Frenohj and other lamps eompoted 
for this medal, the fact that the Defri^ safety lamp should nave 
beaten all the lamps in Enropo was a sncoess of tho^ highest order, 
and ratified my judgment in a remarkabte degree. ' Althoagh the 
JDefriea lamp woe the only one that received the gold medal 
at the Inventions Exhibition in London Uro years earlier, stiU this 
and other competitiDns wore quite different from that of the Im¬ 
perial TechnlcU Society, because for the first time in^ the history^ 
of petroleum a purely scientific body ^ sat upon’' the world's lamps, 
to use a legal pnraee ^ and to employ the phrase again in its col¬ 
loquial eense, it sat upon*’ the whole of them in n manner which 
had never been thought conceivable by manufqcturers before. 
However the snub was effioacioas, Messrs, Binks and Company, 
whose realty very fine display of art lamps, fittodb with extin¬ 
guishers and other gear, had received only a ^Itry Ifenonrable 
meotioii, immediately advertised that they intoned to bring out 
a new lamp, totally difierent from their old duplex, or double 
burner lamp, with Its glass reservoir; and other Birmingham 
houses are following their example. The Binmngham firms, though 
they abuse, yet hear me. Improvements in the directioti of 
safety are eontmimus ; but it is only in response to the lash, for 
every lamp case of note that comes to my knowledge is made a sub¬ 
ject of locu agitation, and the provinciaf press, the coroners, and tho 
doctors are rooming bo well eduoated in what constitutes safety, 
that the older types of lamps arc beginning to have a very b^ 
time of it indem. To the honour of Birmingham itself^ it must 
be pointed out, that the abuses of the lamp trade are in no wise 
enooumged on the spot. The Birmingham Town Council, in its 
fire report a short time ago, urged a law to put down trashy 
htmpSi More recently the matter was disoussed with indignant 
expresriona against lamp-makers by the Binnlnghom Trade Oonneil; 
wlula, firom the outset, Mr. Chamberlain's or^ni the Sifininffhan^ 
DaU^ Pojt, a paper with which t have never Wl any ootme^on, 
direct or indirect, has again and again preached in favour of a law 
to put down dangerous Tamps. 
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Why BTich ft Iftw is fttMolntelr noooasary will ba prewnlly 
explainedi* First let me pemt out the two oommonest oeuaes of 
lamp aeoidentsh—the BmaeMiig of the glasa or China TOeerroir^ oons^ 
qnent upon the upsetting of the lampi and explosions oeoafijojoed in 
blowing tbo light out down the chimney. BoTOral years ago the 
Metropolitaa Board of Works urgently reoommended in a special 
curcttw that only motah reservoirs ahonld be naed. The trade 
took po notice of it. Then Sir Fredenok Abel an^ Ur. Bovertoa 
Itedwoodi ohemiftt to the PetroloiiTn Association, jointly addressed 
a letter to the*Lotidon pretSf urging that metal, and metal oi^r 
should be used. The trade took no notice of that. Then '* iSe 
Moloch of ParofBn"' joined in with a universal denunciation, and 
the trade began to get angry. Then tbo Bussian Government 
refused to give ^ medal for safety to any lamp with a glass reser* 
Toir at tbO'international competition at St. Fotorsburg; and immo* 
difttely on top of this condemnation followed that of the German 
Government, whose Standards Commission ft month later insisted 
that metal, and metal only, should be used- These expresuons of 
opinion rammed home time after time are beginning to tell upon 
Birmingham. When 1 issued tfty Moloch of Paraffin,"' it was 
sinmly impossible to buy all metal lamps in the suburbs 
of Loudoni and in London itself 90 per cent, of the lamps sold were 
of China and glass. Now every shop sells metal lamps, and 
although in poorer neighbourhoods gloss and China still preva^ the 
masses con * choose between safety and danger—a thing 
impossible* before. But however cheaply a mannfacturer 
may work, it is absolutely impossible to turn out a metal reservoir 
03 cheap as the dimsy gl^s lamps imported by hundreds of tbou^ 
sands from Germany, ilenoe metal lamps cannot drive glass and 
China ones from the market, unless aided by a law. To enforce 
the use of safety lamps in mines, where the death-rate from all 
causes was only one hundred and forty'sc'^cn last year, we have 
stringent laws and a staff of inspectors. Yet nothing is done to 
protect the masses against dangerous lamps that roast pive nearly 
three hundred people a year in Ehigland alone, of which number 
nearly two hundred are killed entirely through the use of glass 
reservoir lamps, fitted with single and double wick burners. 

The cmly excuse put forward by makers of crystal glass re¬ 
servoirs on their behalf is that they keep the oil cooler than metoL 
Granted, but if a burner is so defective in design it is only safe 
so long as the oil is cool, it ought to be suppressed in turn. 1 have 
infomt of me now a lamp that killed a man a fortnight ago. The mA 
bad been iumed low some time^ and had heated the gla^ Teservoin 
When the man took it off the table and slopjped the oil about, 
lamp blew up, striking him with sudi mrce aa to render him 
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icEflzuibkt and in the moroing he was fonnd lyhig with his breast 
burnt through, 'while one arm, which h^ been burnt completely ofip 
was lying on the ceiling below ; the fire hsTing made a hole in the 
fiooiing. In another cafiOi a 'very no/orious one» a Mrs. Oaroline 
Hall was carrying a duplex, or double burneMamp with a glass 
reBorvoir (a typo largely aold^ I believo^ in India), when it blew 
up, tore ^wn her fireasta and cheeks, and the exposed bleeding 
fieah on fire* Ab a rule, however, explosions occur chiefly in ^low-^ 
ing down the chimney 5 and since a metal reservoir will not remedy 
this evil, it follows that it is no use having a* metal damp unless it 
oontains a safe burner also* A mere extinguisher will not make a 
lamp safe, because an ignorant person may blow do'wn the chimney 
una'ware of its existence, or the gas may be ignited oven in remov¬ 
ing the lamp from one end of the table to another. , 

f ^ s ^ 

To be perfectly safe, a lamp must fuldl the following oondi- 
tioDS :—It must have a metal reservoir afid a burner that will not 
encourage an explosion, 'whether if blown down upon, or if the lamp 
be carried nbout, or if the oil heat up to boiling point, or u 
even that heated oil be of the most dangerous description. 
The latter is on all-essential condition, For no ordinary person 
is a jud^e of good and bod oil, and ho may be deceived by 
the siopkoeper, even if he pays a good price for it. Hence 
the safety of the lamp must be wholly independent of the oil, and a 
lamp that cannot stand the test of ^ing it with boRing oil of the 
worst description, lighting the wick, and then knocking the lamp 
oS the table, is not fit to be used in any household, if upset, no 
oil should run out of a lamp except by slow-oozing through the wick, 
and the light should be instantly extinguished the moment of ca^iz- 
ingt These conditions, which I laid do'wn in the standard of 
safoir formulated in ** The Moloch of Farafdu,** are neither ideal 
nor difficult to fulfil. Hence the argument, that if capable of ful¬ 
filment by one type of lamp, they ought to be fulfilled by all untie r 
pain of suppression. That this is not impossible is shown by the 
fact that recently that standard was attained by a new tym of 
jainp—-Hotlej’fl “Artuan ” lamp^ constructed on a totelly different 
principle from the Befries ** Sepulchre ** type. In the case of the 
latter, the 'wick is enclosed in two cylinders, and the burner ia so 
designed that no oil runs out, no communication can take placo 
between the flame and the gas in the reservior (hence it can be 
safely blo'wn out), while if upset^ the light, allhough of from forty 
to one hundred candle-power, is instantly extiuguishedf notwith¬ 
standing that no extiuguisher encumhers iae lamp. In the case of the 
Notlej,a loose extingm^er does all that the Shaftesbury lamp does 
without the gear of the lattefi and it possesses what the latter looks-* 
a metal tube insldcj wholly encloeing the wiokf and prevents both 
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the oil from maning out aui3 an osplofliou occnrrin^ if tho wick bo 
blown upon bj a jporson' ignorant of tho existence of the 
extinguisher. As the Sepulchre’* system is not easily adapted 
to cheap lamps, the Defries Oompany was shrewd enough to buy 
tip the ** NoUey” patent, which is applicable to lamps os cheap as 
eighteen-pence, and in this manner the Company can now cater 
for all classes instead of for the rich only, as the case when 
^fThei Moloch ofParaflfn” cameont two years ago. The safety 
medal of the Imperial Itugsian Technical Society covered both these 
types of lamprfl Of coftrse, I'do not propose that Parliament should 
render the use of any particular maker’s lamp ob]igatory4 Parlia-* 
ment could never tolerate such a monopoly, however good the lamp* 
What I contoud is that manufacturers v/ho make lamps notoriously 
dangerous (in the trade tbtjy are known aa death-traps), and refuse 
to improve them, should be^suppressed ; while it should be made u 
penal offence to, soil as safety lamps ftlmsy glass lamps, £ttod with 
a single safety appliance, such as an extinguisher, all the other ele^ 
ments of danger being left undimmbhed in the lamp,. The latter 
is very important, because sinoea public opinion became aroused, 
many unscrupulous manufacturers have taken to advertising glasi 
and China lamps, fitted with on extinguisher (costing a penny or 
two-j>ence to make) as “absolutely safe under every conceivable 
circumstance/* which is simply a fraud. At present the Govern¬ 
ment have ii^'ljelroleam Btorage Bill in hand, and 1 Iiavoovory rca- 
aou to beljpva that a clause wilf be added to this dealing witli ao- 
cidents from lamps, clearly now that three hundred persons meet with 
an agonizing death every year, white at least ten tunes that number 
are admitted patients in hospitals, it is high time that aomeiliiiig were 
done, either by a law, or at least by a Government inquiry into tho 
matter* As yet 1 have avoided any premature action In I^arliatnent for 
fear of forcing tho Government to a declarutaon of policy from which 
they might rofasoto withdraw. All tho same, while waiting for the 
Petroleum Storage Bill to bo introduced, I have kept the*press 
eimmering to such on extent that the whole of the manufacturers 
at Birmiugbam are compelled to keep on improving their lamps. 
My poUcy in this respect is short and plain. All lamps in C’hina 
or glass, even expensive ones with the crystal glass reservoirs, are 
denounced as dangerous ; while 1 refuse to give any recommenda¬ 
tion for safety to any lamp until it toes the line with the Defriea 
and Notloy. If 1 mention that the Notley patent actually’went 
begging before it was taken up by the Defrios Com pony^ I give an 
idea of the difficulty inventors of really safe lamps experience in try- 
ing to get their inventions taken up by the conservative mannfac- 
turerfi at Birmingham. So long as they can make money out of a 
dangerous lamp, they will spend nothing to improve It, and to my 
knowledge several inventors have had dokM e|perknces in 
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attempting to got nnqiiostionablo good ideas taken np by tb© trade. 
Ono of thorn at last» in dospair, sent his invention to Amorioa to ba 
maunfactnred. This is why^ pending the passing of a law, 1 keep 
on condnually touching up tno trade with the whip. It forcea on 
improvementa^ and when finally Parliament does legislate, there 
will probably bo so many lamps sufficiently safe that the makers 
will even themselves support my proposed ‘"law, bo far as it con- 
corns the bugbear of tho trad©—the jerry laihpmaker—who tunw out 
the fragile glass articles sold in all poor neighbourhoods. The 
mere passing of a clause suppressing glass lamps wouW save nearly 
two humlrod lives a year, at present destroyed by tho smashing 
of these fiimsy articles; and tbU i mean to agitate for the moment 
the Bill comes before tho House. 


^ COMMISSWJV' OJV' PAlMFFm LAMPS. 


London, Januarrf 18 th^ 18 SB^ 

T he most interesting event of the week ho far as I am personally 
concerned has been the njipointinent by the Government of a 
L'ommissiou to report upon tho Puraffia lumps ut pr^eut in use. 
It has taken two ycars^ persistent agitation to bring about this 
investigation, which I havo every reason to believe will result in 
the passing of au eifeetive law neat Session. It was in the summer 
of lb36 that I fir^t gave my attention to tho subject. The sights 
1 had seen in tho London hospitals, in visiting them for the purpose 
of writing a pamphlet on behalf of the liospihil Sunday Fund, 
fixed my determination to start and maintain a crusade against 
dangerous types of lamps, until I had brought about a 
Government investigation, leading either to a reform on the 
port of the lampmakers, or else a compulsory safety law* 
strange os it may seem, although over a hundred persons 
wore known to bo burnt to death yearly in tho United 
Kingdom through tlio ueo of lamp» noborLoua in the trade oa 
dangerovis, no expert had raised his voice on behalf of a standard 
of safety, if one ezcludoa the "fifleen recommendations” issued 
by tho Metropolitan Boar<l of Works from the pert Sir F* Abel 
and Mr, Bovorton Uedwood. Whonover a lamp accident occurred, 
the blamo was generally saddled by coroner, lamp-maker, and 
newspaper upon the wretched sufferer, who was oeusured for 
** carelessness,” ** want of caution,” and so forth. Finding by 
invesUgatioa that nearly all the lamps in use were dangerous in 
some jiarticulnr or other, it seemed to mo a monstrous Bname that 
bm^i-makors^ should bo allowed to pat in^ocuro oil-bar nor a lu 
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circulation, and then blame the public if accidents arose from the 
ill-deaf ^n or bad workman ship of Birmingham, As one lamp— 
the Defries—had boon declared perfectly safe by Sir F, Abel and 
hfr. Redwood, thereby proving ihat absolute safety was attaiaablo, 
I ar^ed that if other lamps now dangerous could oe rendered olso 
absolutely safe by similar impro vemeats, they should be renderod such 
by law, if the manufactfirers refused of their own free will to make 
ineir.prodactions safe, This view was oordijiUy accepted by the pro- 
viuciul press, and by degrees as paper after paper became educated, 
an ftmouut of public pressure was generated which enforced impraye- 
meet by frightsoiug the public from having dangerous lamps, 
and after au agitation of two years haa at length compelled tho 
Government to appoint a Com mission composed of Sir F* Abel 
und Mr* Bedwood, who will report to Colonel Majondie, the framor 
of tho Petroleum Storage 6iU. It is noteworthy that although the 
number of deaths from lamps in the United Kingdom now eiceads 
throe hundred a year^ no member of Parliament or pbilantliropist 
has written a word or raised his voice against tho holocaust^ 
and the Government have been impelled into activity solely W 
the press above all by the newspaper in the province* If 
legislation be adopted in England, it will doubtless be imitated 
abroad, whore tli^^ scourge of The Moloch of Kerosine is also 
widespread. Meanwhile, m anxious are the public to now have 
safety lamp9, and’no others, that every week a number of improvo- 
ments in the Sirection of sai'oty are patented by Birmingham firms. 
When I issued Tho Moloch of Paraffin," the number of so-called 
safety lamps could bo counted ou one hand. Now there ate proba¬ 
bly a couple of hundred lumps, cTaiming to be safe, competing for 
public favour, and Sir F, Abel and Mr, Redwood will have their 
work cut out U) separate the wheat from thechafPaud frame ft proper 
Bill* In the interval, private lamp firms are hastening to turn 
their coitcerns into pub Ha companies, so aa to ovado toss xf sham 
safety lamps bo suppressed* 

. . 4 

MY LECTURES OM PETROLEUM. 


London, February 18B9. 

The lectures lhad been engaged by tho Government to deliver 
before the Royal Enginoers at Cliatham on the BOth and 31st ultimo 
narrowly escaped being suppressed by a severe cold on the bronchial 
tubes, which for several djtjs previous kept me confined to my bed, 
and rendered me particularly ill-fitted to fnlQl mj cDgogementa. 
Fortunately sweatings and pouUicingS| and other methods of attack- 
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ing a cold hovering abont my right Inng, did not materiUy in* 
teriere with study, aBoye all after the first day or two when the pain 
was expelled that had pinned me to the bed as though with a bayonet 
throngh my chest; and I must confi^a that 1 thoroughly enjoyed 
my confinement to my bed-room. So long &a my voice remained 
good, and I oould get down to Chatham, I did not care wbai 
occurred afbewordb* All the same, when I did arrive there, and 
found myaelf dr^sing for the lecture in the cosy room that had^been 
provided for me at the ofiQcers’ mese, 1 felt m seedy that 1 was more 
disposed to jump into bed than to go off to the^ Lecture hali. 1 think 
1 have mentioned before that I do not balieve in reading lecturea* 
To deal with a subject ae temporet on the other hand, involves that 
the lecturer should be in goon trim, and this 1 was not in on this 
occasion. Under other circums tances t shonid have simply postponed 
the lectures ; but any postponement of ^^hese, after the euppression 
of tlie one at Woolwich, would have given rise to inconvenient mi^ 
conceptions. So 1 trusted to luck to puli through all right, and 
although on no previous occasion had a lecture ** taken it out of 
me so much, it was satisfactorily delivered and the engagement 
fulfilled. The second day I had recovered so much from the cold 
that I was able to stand alongside the screen and talk for an hour 
and-a*half without reciiarse to aoy notes or a drink of water, and 
felt fit at the end for another hour’s talking. The second lecture 
was naturally more mterosting than tho fir9t4 On the first day 1 
had to describe the various parts of the world whore oif is found, and 
trace its history from the time that Noah availed him sell' of some 
local petroleum deposits to “ pitch the Ark within and without/* 
Then there was the geology to deal withi and the rise of the modem 
oil indnstiTf first in Scotland, then in the United States, and after^ 
wards in Ualieia and the Caspian region. Alt this required very 
careful treatment to prevent ^coming dull, and it was not until 
describing the romance of well-boring towards the end^^and the 
marvellous oil-gushers of America and Hnssia, that the subject 
became interesting of itself and involved no stroia on the lecturer. 

The second day provoked more interest, because the distribu¬ 
tion of the Eussian oil from tho Caspian region involved references 
to the railitary and political results dori^^ed from the development 
of the Enssion petroleum industry, bound to please a military 
audience. Of course 1 kept well in view throughout that the 
lectures were engineering leoturea on petroleum ; but more than 
once the political deductions went off of themselves and provoked 
applause that sorely tempted me to improve the ocoaiion still 
further. The lecture commenoed with showing the oil pipe-line 
system in America, where there aro over seven thousRud miles 
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of pipe linei in use, and ihe eyetem of doapatclung it ia barrels 
from the ooast rofineries io the ports of Earope. It then described 
the problem Rnaaia had to boIts tea years ago ia the CMpian Sea^ 
when she had no railway rmviing to Baku and no pipe-lines to ooa- 
yey the oil to refinories on the BIe^ Sea coast. These disadrantoges 
mvolved eeadiag American barrels right across Europe from Sie 
Baltic to the Caspian^ where the hot climate caused them to leak and 
oflet^ lose three ^arts of their contents during the >foyage from Bskn 
to the Volga, Driren to improve on this, Bd* Ludwig Nobel invont- 
od the tank steamer, and th^now method of transport proved so btio< 
eessfnl that there arc now nearly a hundred running on the Caspian 
6ea. At first the oil was barrelled at Tzaritrin, the first railway point 
on the Volga ; hntM. Noble put on the railway tank-oars, at^ these 
also proved so s^cccssfal that there ore now many thousand tank-cars 
running on the H ussian 1 ine{. Then great dep6ts were erected at every 
Busaian oentro, some hold Lag twenty or thirty million gallons of oil; 
and in time the whole of Efussia became dotted with these dep6ts, the 
collective capacity of which amounts to 120,000,000 gallons of 
korosine, lllnstrations of the piers at Baku> the Caspian steamers, 
the Volga oil barges, and the principal Bnssian oil depots, were 
shown in ancce^sion; and then appeared a map of Russia, showing 
every oil depdt, in the railway system of theiEmpiTO- When 1 had 
explained how the traffic had now reached a high point of orgamEa* 
lion—-dozens of steamers running the oil daily to the Volga and 
hundreds of trains runuing it thence to Moscow, St, Petersburg, 
Helsingfors, Warsaw, Odessa, Orenburg, and in one word to every 
principal railway centre—I conLd not help saying:— 

** Now I would like you, just for one moment, to forget all 
about petroleum, and imagine those hundred steamers and those 
hundreds of trains, instead of running oil from Baku, on the 
Caspian, to every railway oentre of the Russtaii Empire, auddenly 
reversing the movement and bringing bacb^tha trains to the 
Volga, and the steamers to the Oas plan—^troops and stores for an 
attack upon India. If you can do this, yon will realise, even 
without mcluding the aid of the six hundred other steamers on the 
Volga^ the enormous forces Russia can pour into the Caspian Sea/* 

The absolute stillness that prevailed while I was saying this, 
and the applanse that followed, showed 1 had succeeded in artving 
home one of the most important of the political hearing of 
Baku oiland £ should have liked to have thrown overboard 
petroleum altogether, and gone straight for the oonsiderations 
suppressed at Woolwich, A little while later, another deduction 
went off of itself. 1 had a map on the screen showing the three 
canal systems that connect the River Neva with the llivor 
Volga and moke St, Petersburg the European outlet of the 
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Caspian Volga waterway. The map was intended ta show how 
liquid fuel is sent from Baku to Cronstadt for the nse of the 
torpedo boats of the Baltic Fleet, '* Through tho waterway from 
the Bhip-yarda of Sweden and Fng^iiiii have passed the one 
htzudrea oil ateamera Russia now posseases in the Caspian Sea. 
Tho canal s^tein is constantly being improved. Only recontly 
the Russian Qovei^meut assigned a quartd^ of a million sterling 
for tho improvement of tho Sheksna routo;i>ut oven now tho skiioes 
can accoinmodato any vessel under 140 feet in length and in 
breadth, Steamers longer than this are spHt amidships on tho 
Nova and rejoined on tlie Volga-^au operation of no partictzlar 
difficulty. Among the drawin^^s on the table b one of a steamer 
217 feet long recontly sent by Messrs, Sir Win. Armstrong 
Mitchell and Uo, from the TjTie to the Caspian Sea^ It shows how 
the steamers are divided amidships, BeJides thoeo stoamers paasiog 
through the canals one way, over one thousand barges of 200 or 300 
tons cargo capacity pass through the canals the other way^ ocuveying 
goods from the Volga to tho Neva. Now, gentlemen, I want to 
ast you this, Remomberiug that^he whole of the one hundred 
Caspian steamers, with others licsides, have passed Cronstodt on 
their wuy to the Caspian Sea, do you not think that Russia could 
also send by tho same waterway from Cronstadt torpedo-boats and 
gunboats to fight you if over you were to attempt to cni Rus3ia''B 
road of invasion of India vid the Caspian Sea?” 


Judging by tho burst of applause this evoked, I do not think 
any officer present would ever support Lord Wolsoleyb plan 
of 1835 of marching from Butoum to Baku, and attaokiag Rus¬ 
sia in the Ca^ain Sea with penny steamrrg convoyed in seg¬ 
ments across Transcaucasia. As woU might a nut attempt to 
crack a steamhammer as England to Hght Russia on the waters of 
tho Caapian, Before the applause died away, I was again hard 
at work at petroleum, deacribmg the proposed crude oil pipo- 
linc from Baku to Batoum, the various types of tank steamers 


that have developed since 1884, and the different methods 
of bnming liquid fuel on steamers and locomotivea. At the close 
were several mo^s Bbowing the strategical importance of the 
Baku deposits which lie midway between the railway commimi* 
cations of Europe and India, and will provide fuel for all the rail- 
ways of the Caflpian region, A map showing the projected Eusaian 
railways in the Caucasus, Persia, and Khorassan seemed to give 
very great interest. Another, which also showed how close tho 
recent delimitation had brought tho Russian frontier to 

Herat, illustrated how the Trausoaspian railway, nearly 1,000 
miles long, and burning only oil fuel, is giving a great impetus to 
oil tr^e of Baku by diitributing oil fuel for use in housesi 
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m tbo m<tTe or leev fneUea^ region of XnrkmeDia, Tnrkiataiii and 
North Afghanistan. The Jectare conclndod with the question that 
if Russia^ hj the development of the Baku oil-fieldSf had brought 
abont such marvel tons ch^gea of a militaryf political, and com* 
mercial character in the Caspian, whv should not hJngland try to 
reap similar reanlta developing the great Burmese deposits 
lying in such a convemeht position between the Empires of China 
and India r 

In proposing a vote, of thanks, Oolonel Dawson-Scott, the 
Commandant of tho l^ilitary School of Enginooring, observed that 
ho thought that iome of the officers proaoni might find my lectures 
more useful to them than perhaps they imagined. In India all 
great, undertakings wore initiated by tho Government, and it might 
be that ere long some of tl|em might be callod upon to underlie 
tho operations I hod described. 

Let us hope so ; but 4et ns also hope that the operations will 
be carried out in the proper quarter. If instead of iicddling with 
tJio ])ini/-pot supply near Sibi, the Indian Government had driven 
a i‘cw bores down to tho sea of oM that lies beneath tho ancient oil 
pits of Yenangyoung, a few ** gushers would havo not only re¬ 
warded tho authorities for thoir pains, but would have probably 
attraetod the attention of English capitalists, whoso interest in 
Indian petroleum has been ratlior discouraged than otherwise by 
tho poor roAudts of the Boluchistan borings. 

No lecturer could have had a kinder and more appreciative 
audience than 1 had on both occasions, nor been more kindly 
treated afterwards at the mess, I Ihiuk 1 mentioned the other 
day that the day before my Woolwich lecture wus suppress¬ 
ed, 1 went for a good walk through Kent, passing Gudshill, 
and, after dining at the Leather Bottle at Oobham (a favourite 
inn of Dickens), started off for Maidstone, A heavy rain com¬ 
ing on, however, we changed our course for Rochester, and 
plodded in tho dark along miry roads until wo reached that 
town at the moment when the inhabitants, having finished their 
tea, were turning out into the streets to do their shopping- Before 
returning homo w© wanted a cup of tea, and in discussing where 
we should get this in Rochester, Strood, or Chatham without 
going to an hotel, my companion made the remark—“ There are 
plenty of pocmle in the place we should like to know, and there 
are plenty of people ’^o would like to know us and gladly 
give us a cup of tea in return for our company- After tliia tramp 
wo sbonld enjoy their hospitality. We only want tho magician 
to bring us together/* This speech recurred to me after my lectures 
were over, and from my place at the side of the Commandant. of 
Chatham 1 looked down on the splendid mess-room of the 
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Engineers, where a couple of hundred ofScers were ohatdng gaily 
over their dinner^ while the band played an inspiring Belection 
from LeM Clo^§ d4 CcrnevilU^ The rows of officera in their 
smart scarlet mesaJacketSf the UbLe»^ with the handaotne silver 
trophies of the Engineersj the crowd of lacqueys hurEjmg 
about with daintv dishes or replenishing the glassea with 
champagne, the bandmaster gruoefutly direoUng the mnaioians, 
who from behina Bcreens fronted with ^atms and ever^seena 
invoked the spirit of gaiety to gladden every hearty despite tba 
^im aspect of many a deceased warrior eufveyiiig' the ^nqnet 
irom panel and gilt framed canvas^—all this Would at times melt 
away, and 1 could see a couple of wayfarers plodding in the dark 
along a miry road towards Chatham, and one saying to the other; 

There are plenty of people who should {ike to know, and plantj of 

E eople who would like to knew us; we only wont the magician to 
ring ns together T* Neither of ui though} then, as we hunted about, 
wet and muddy, for a place to get a cup of tea, that the lecture 
that was in ray mind to deliver at Woolwich would never come off, 
while by suppressing it Lord Salisbury would play the part of 
magician and bring me back to Chatham to enjoy the hospitality of 
the Engineers. After all in this life it is the unexpected that 
always happens* Even civilisation, remorselessly grinding down 
life to the level of dull routine, cannot wholly deprive it of ita 
romance ; and notwithstanding that the delightful of Ala- 

din and his wonderful lamp appear to have vanished ni^ver to re¬ 
turn, such episodes as that of a Prime Miniatsr taking a tramp oat 
of the mire, and placing him at a feast alongside tbe military king 
of Chatham, serve to remind one that, even now^a-^ays in prosaic 
England, adventures may occur even to a literary man, whose life 
is popularly stipposcd to be free from adventure, and passed on a 
placid pool of ink, which equal some of the stories of enchantment 
and mystery in the Arabian Night's*” 


THE PETROLEUM POLICY OF THE 
IJWMM QOVERMMEKT 


LoNDoif, JPebruar^ 28ih^ 1889* 

T he financial feature of the week has been the mad rush for Kuby 
mine shores. The warmest friends of Burma oould not have 
hoped for a better boom, and it is sincerely to be hoped that, now a 
st^ has been made, other Burmese ventures will follow* Up to 
now Burma has been under a cloud. When General Sir Frederick 
Bobeiia temporarily pacified the cotmtry, he strongly recommended 
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that it should he permanently tamed by the widespread oxtention of 
military roads and railways. The policy was a wise one, and it 
was one that has never failed. To avoid all roforencos to the Bo- 
mona, who were adepts in the art of taming by military roads, 
the historians of Russia admit that the Oauoasus was not properly 
conquered until Princo Worontzoff inanguratod tho poliey of 
nmning roods thron^Fi tho disatfected districts. More ro- 
oeutly Merv was completely tamed hy tho railway ; and the 
Bokbaruns in turn nro toeing snbjoctod to its soothing induence. 
Had vigorous*railway couslruction boon taken in hand in Burma, 
several milLions might liave been spent in a lump ; but they woald 
have hoeM usefully s|XMit on lines lliai would have opened up new 
markets for 15Titi;!ih trade, aa well os provided occupat-Lun ibr tho 
tlionsands thrown out of wprk by the abolition of King Thoobaw's 
rule. In tho long run, qcite as much money lias been wasted in 
Buppreaaiug daooity ; while Upper Hurma possei^i^ea ordy ono 
line instead of several, tlio disturbed condition of the country has 
oxorcisod a most damagiug influence on its development. The 
Ruby Mines venture iimy lie tlie Jtarbinger of better times—let us 
ho|>e tliat it will—^bub to inspire conHdonpo Burma must be bettor 
governed than it has been since ils annexationi and the 
sooner the Indian Govermnoj^t adopta Sir Frodorick Roberts' 
rccommcmlfttion, the more quickly tho people will bo tranquilisod, 
and British c^Ljdtal attracted to the valley oi' tho Irrawaddy. 


The ruby mines yielded King Theebaw f20,000 a year, Tho 
Sirooter enterprise wilt double this amount of rovenue if all goes 
well. Forty tlionsand pounds may seem a largo sum to tho Indian 
Government.; but tJio ro venue Li-on\ rubies is a more hagaicllQ 
compared with what India might reap from the dovelopmcut of tiio 
Burraeao oil fields. Six years ago Baku was aa much unknown 
to Buropo as Yenangyoung is to^ay. It did notlyicld a sixpenco 
revenue to the Rnssian Imperial Exchequer, This year, tho kcrostno 
tax, florivod solely from Baku petroleum, is expected to furnish 
the sum of 8 million roubles, or £800,000—twenty times tho 
total India will draw from tho ruby mines of Burma, Yet, while 
there has boon a vast amount of talk about tlie Burmoso ruby 
mines, and excited crowds have clamoured for shares in the new 
venture, investors crushing each other like madman to get their 
applications accepted, nothing whatever has been done up to now, 
eiuierby the Government or by tho public, to develop tho immonso 
deposits of oil in the Irrawaddy basin. This is nothing more nor 
lees than a scandal, both to India and to England. England 
pays Russia ond tho United States two millions sterling a ytsur for 
keroaine, India pays a million sterling. One would think thoro 
woro no petrolenm holds at all in the British Jiim[Mra, Yet in 
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Canada we have the largeat oil dopoeits known^dopoaita covering an 
area of ever 100,000 Si|uaro mdea in tli© Mackenzie River region) the 
doposita of Bnsaia at Baku hjLving an area of only 1,600 aqn&ro 
miloB—and if the Bnrmeae oil measures were properly developed, 
we eould light all Asia, grease nil Asin, and supply with fuel all 
Asia^ The oeneSt^to British trade, as well ns to tho trade of Indiiii 
would be enormous. Yet England and India are acting as though 
fate had left them totally unprovided with oU resources of 4heir 
own* 

- To my view it is a scandal—and one to which Indfim CongrossoB 
might more usefully draw attention than waste their verbosity 
on imaginary political evils—that the inrush of cheap koroaine 
from Russia and the United States should bo rapidly kill¬ 
ing tho vegetable oil industry of Injia withoifii the authori¬ 
ties taking any pains to replace the Mying industry by a new 
one* The petroleum policy of the, Indian Qovemment is 
radically wrong. Instead of imposing a general tas on kerosino, 
whether homo or foreign, it ought to levy a duty on the foreign 
aritcle and allow Burmese oil to rgo qniie free* Before imposing 
tho recent kerosine tax* it would have acted more wrong hod it 
fell owed the example of the Russian Goyemment in regard to the 
oil industry. I have before mo a batch of most intereating official 
roporffl drawn up and printed in Russia last year for the use of the 
committcofl appointed to enquire into tho crude oil pipe-Hne schome 
(a scliomo lo lay down an oil conduit from Baku to Botoum, 56(J 
milos), and decide upon the imposition of a korosine tax. These 
reports arc most oxliaustive in describing the growth of the 
Russian oil trade and tho methods of levying oil taxes end duties 
in every conn try. They were given me by an obliging official, and, 
together with the reports of the Retroloum Exhibition, enable 
otio to form a clear opinion as to the results of the policy which I 
have recommended should be adopted by the Indian Govomment, 

Until 1873 a tax was levied on native Russian oil as well as on 
the kerosine imported from America. It amonnted to about Boven 
pence a gallon, which is a penny in ore thou tho duty levied by the 
colonies of Now 'South Wales and Victoria to protect the Austra¬ 
lian bhalc oU industry* At tliat time American oil dominated the 
Russian market, just as it now, with Hussain oil, dominates the 
market of India, and the native lighting industries were all being 
crushed by the influx of cheap, mineral oil After a little agitation 
the Government freed the native potroloum of all imposts, and this 
gave Baku a chance of com pc ting with Peunavlvania* It should 
be clearly unf lor stood that when this policy was adopted, 
iboBqkku oil fields were not even so developed'as those of Yonang- 
young, and no one had any idea that the petroloum borea there 
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would yield 0 iich a prodigious aopply* Americft herself had out 
the faintcfit idea that a r]v;i1 would spring up in the distant, land^ 
locked Caapjan iSoa, and would not boliovo in llaku until forced by 
bitter competitian three yeiirs a^o. lu 1873 Russia Jmporiod 13^ 
milliou gallons of kerosinoi Last year eho imported only 50}000 
gallons 1 In the year the tttx was abolishoil} Rukti produced only 4 
million gallons of keroshiOt iind only liud u {:oii[ile of wells bored. 
In 1387 sho produced SOI luilliou gallons—a trSmendons growth 
in ao short a periodi If Burma has daeoits, so also bud Baku—the 
Turkomans oa one side oP (die Cuapian und the Daghestan revel ter s 
(daring the Turkish War of 187(3-78) on the other side ; and wl^le 
the R-ivor Irrawaddy ia inclose communication with the sea, Bakn is 
ia distance 5G0 miles from tlio Eusine—a distance that was only 
traversed by th^ locomotive iu 1683, 

In this manner, thank*to tho fiscal policy adopted by the Rusaiaii 
Government, Baku was ajilo to successfully ox^^ludo American oil 
from the home market, aud then attack the rival article in tho 
markots of Europe and India. W hen the trade had become sulHeient* 
ly busy, tho Rassian Qevornment felt itself able to ro'introduce the 
exciso tax on home-conaumed kcrosiue; nud, accordingly, laat year 
a duty of about two pence a gallon was imposed, with a view of 
making up for the loss of rovouuo incurred by the collapse of the oil 
imports. This tax the Minister of Finance calculated would yield 
a revenue of £800,000 a year* No tax is levied on oil exported 
from Bn^a, 

If a similar policy to this w^^re adopted in India, EagUsli 
capitalists would be encouraged to take in hand the devolopmont of 
the Burmese oil Belds ; but there is very little inducement to start 
refineries at Yenangyoung or elsewhere on the Irrawaddy, while 
the infiow of the cheap Buss bn and American article is permitted. 
Meantime the Indian Government ought to do aomothing to make 
known the Burmese oil fields. Up to the present moment not a 
aingle report of a satisfactory character has been published upon 
thetn^ and the commercial public at homo ia hardly aware of wir 
existence. Quite different has been the course adopted by the 
Ckuindian Government, which has just scut me a voluminous report 
on the resources of the Alhabasca and Mackenzie valleys, with 
maps showing in full the petroleum deposits tlicro. It is only by 
fiimilar action, and by sinking a few trial boros in Burma, that the 
Indian Government con hope to stimulate British enterprise. As 
I demonstrated t]tf other day, heavy oils arc rapidly appreciating, 
and their pecnliat suitability for hot climates givo Burraeso petro¬ 
leum a special value to which that of America can lay no claim, 
Bituated midway between millions of oil consumers in India and the 
millions of oil consumers of China, there is a great future for the 
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Dormf^ao ilol^ls if proper stops bo tafaon to develop them. It h a 
dj9|;raoo to British e&terpriae that, poasosBieg the rich petroleum 
treutauroa abc does, Burma should have oevertliolesa imported 
1,000,000 gallons of Buaaiauoil from tli6 Unspinu Sea lost jear, 

Buriag the last fortnight I have been busy preparing a new 
pamphiot on thii^ important question, and 1 trust to aoo it launchoi 
nc 2 ;t week. In The Coming Oil Age*^ I* have done my best to 
atimulato Britiali oapiialists to exploit the mineral oil deyesits 
of Burma, not simply for tho sake of fndia, but for that of £!ng]iuid 
also. Formerly olf tnc oihtonk ateamora^wero built in Sweden; but, 
thanks to a little pen-pressure, Sir WiUiam Annstrong* Melenall and 
Company, and otner firms turned thoir attention to the indnstry, and 
since 1885 upwards of forty-fiye tank steamers havo been built in 
this county, or are being built now, for the convoyaupe of petroleum 
oili In the matter of plpo^lincs, the( dovelopmoni of Borma 
canuot but favourably re-act upon the pipe manufacturing trade of 
Great Britain. At iho Petroleum Exhibition last year, I -was 
interested to learn from oil producers and experts that tho reputa¬ 
tion of Glasgow stood pre-omiiLcnt in this respect, the pipes 
imported from QoTraany and Amorioa being considered far inferior. 
The Glasgow finn of Messrs. Andrew and James Stewart, Limited, 
who supplied tho 55 miles of ^npo-lino for the Buakim-Berbor 
Bxpodilioit, also furnished 23 miles of pipes for tlio Transcaspian 
IlaS-way. In America there aro nearly fi/JOO miles cf pipe-lines 
in oxistonco ; while tho 53,000 wolls bored there have uaod up 
tbousauds of miles of tubing. The dovolopmcnt of the'^ Burmese 
oil fields therefore means a favourable infiuonco on trade at 
homo, and in consequence it is highly probable that if the Indian 
novcriunent were to give tho oil industry a slight start, self-inter¬ 
est would cause many at home to co-operate in pushing the enters 
prise. 

Instead of wastlug time and money fn purely aca^lemic reaoarches 
in Belncbistan and elsewhere, efiorts should be mode to tap the otl 
where tho oil h known to exist the most copiously. In Amenca 
the first wells wore sunk where oil pools had been skimmed by tba 
JudiauB for countless generations, lu Russia the bores were 
made where from time immemorial the Persians hod been known 
to extract oil from pits. Similarly, ibo Indian GoverniBeut would 
have done better to have pierced the rock at Yeuangyoung, where 
oil has boon extracted for thousands of years, instead of experiment¬ 
ing in the wastes of Beluchi&tan. From the Irrawaddy oil oouid 
-he easily conveyed in tank steamers to KurraoheoTor fuel purposes 
on the Indus lines. ' Quite recently the Americans have Imd 
a pipe-line, 210 milea long, eitnly to oil to Ghicago^ whore 

it Is Replacing coal in tho factories^ Thanks to the devel^ment 
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of tho bulk system of traDsport, oil can bo handlod with remark¬ 
able facility. Tha Armstrongs have just eompleted throe stoamers 
each of over 4,000 tons fmoro than 1,100,000 gallom apieoe) cargo 
capacity, which can be Joadod or emfitied in twelve lionrs. With pipe*- 
lines laid down and a low steamers at work, it would therefore be easy 
for Burma to meet to the fullest the fool roqwemonts of tho Indus 
lines ; and this alone, 1 imagino, would justify the Indian Govern* 
ment in taking early steps to develop and organkso the petroleum 
industry in the Irrawaddy basin^. 


DR. JfOETLmG>S “ WILD IDEAS^’ ABOUT 
BURMESE PETROLEUM. 


LoKDOtr, July tSik^ 1B89^ 

T he report on tho Burmoso ell^fields by Dr, Fritz Noetling, 
** Falaeontologiat, Geological Survey oflndia,” published in the 
^urma dated June 15th, has reached me this week, and 

in the absence of any special political news, it may as well furnish 
a subject for the present Jotter, Dr* Noetling lias paid a visit tfO 
the Venangyoung petroleum fields, and provides a number of 
facts, apparently colWted with much method and care, which he 
puts forward in rather a dreary foni?, accompanied by the opinion 
thatwild ideas about beating or competing with American or 
Bossian oil cannot be too strongly deprecated as being only too 
HkoJy to prove utterly illusory*” It is into this opinion that I wish 
to plant my claws, tecause I am personally roaponaiblo for the 
origination and ditfusion of those “wild ideas,'’and am naturally' 
put on my defenco by such a dogmatic assertion. Of Dr, Noetling 
as au individual 1 know nothing. 1 do not know whether he 
has atudiod pertroloum or not—a knowledge of paleontology does 
not necessarily involve the slightest acouaintauce with oil in its 
geologictU or commercial Biate—but 1 deal with his opinions put as 
Siey are in tho report, together with the facts from which they aro 
derived. He has put forward his facts, and from them he has 
reasoned his deductions, 1 will deal with both os they stand, 

In general, Dr. Noetling speaks well of Burmese potroleum, 

** On the whole,” he says in. tho sentence preceding what a Yankee 
would term tbp ”wild cat" one, “ there is overj reason to betieine. 
that the oil industry will develop in the future, 'And' will rank 
amongst the important mineral industries of Burma,^’ V!Ihis 
opinion, as well os the'one censuring “ wild ideas/' is deduced 
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from a rorsonal eiamination of the oil-pits of Yonangyoxing. 
Dr. Noollinff I am afraid, is somewhat u pedant, for he cannot let 
the established title of Yenangyeung alono. He must call his 
report " A report on tlio oil-fields of ^wingaung and Borne" and 
atorts by sotting the whole world right by stating that “thoao oil 
fields, generally but wrongly called the oil-fields of Yenangyonng, 
are situated at a distance of limites to the oast of that place, near 
the villages of Twingaung and Borne.” ffhe world sits correptod. 
When people talk about the Ruaaianoii-fielJs, they always asaociato 
them with Baku* Everybody speaks Baku as the Petrolta of 
Buasia, 7®^* ^ * matter-of-fact, tho oil*fields are situated 6 or 
S miles from that town, at Balafehani and Saboontchi. The world, 
how 0 Ter* prefeiB to bo a little bit wrong to being everlastingly 
tied, strapped, muzzled, and gagged with pedantry; and so I 
inaagino that although it will be wrongj to refer m the future to 
tho Petrolia of Burma as being eituato in Yenangyoung, tho 
world will persist in porferrmg tho old appellation to Dr. ^Toetiing's 
new-hingled and unnecessary corrections 

Drs^Noetlin" paid a visit tg all the percolating pits, and 
measured, guagod, and surveyed them in tho moat approvea manner. 
To his Industry in collecting tho facta, and tioketting and tabulating 
them^ I wish to assign the fullest credit. So far as this part is 
concerned. Dr. Noetling floems to have done his work well. Now 
for hie opinions and thoir value* In the first place, Dr. NontUng, 
while at the utmost pains to forecast all that can be forecaj^ted about 
the exlstii^ native pits, expressly states that he can forecast nothing 
about whaL lies below them. His geology and his palojontology are 
of not the slightest value in enabling us to pierce below the bottom 
of the present pits. He can, in a word, only predict what wo 
already know. Any tneaanritig clerk, ignorant of palseontology# 

. would be able to furnish the same calculations as the learned doctor 
if he went over the wells os he did, and roughed out an estimate of 
the present production. If, however^ Dr, Noetling has to admit 
—as any other geologist would have to tdmit—^that he does not 
know what the yield will he when tho present 300 feet native 
pits are sunk 3,000 feet by the aid of the drill, how can he possibly 
assort that my idea or anybody else's, is a wild one that 
Burma may some day boat or compete with Amorioan or 
Hussian oil/' Dr. NoeUing is not competent to express such 
an opinion, simply because be has got no facts to base such an 
opimon upon. 

Equ^ly with Dr. Noetling I admit I know nothing about 
wbat lies below the present Burmese pits. But what 1 do know 
is this—and apparently ho is ignorant of this primary petroloum 
foct-^ibat before the drill was sunk in America, and before the 
drill waa etmk at Baku, the native pits there were no more oopious 
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in thoiT porcolutions thun thosfi of Burma, jf mncb. If tboro^ 
fora, in Amarioa and Russia exporieiKje showod that when the 
drill was shoved through the old historical Indian and Fersinn 
pita a vast supply was at once fortbconiiiig, is not the inference fair 
that we may hope to see a similar result in Burma, were tlio pits 
are older, if anything, and tho percolations certainly greater than 
in America ? Why sUontJ such an inferenoo, whiel^would bo admit¬ 
ted im a court of law fairly deduced from adequate ©Tidenco, be 
branded os a ** wild idea” by one who is unablo to impugn it with 
a single title df contrary ovidouc© ? 

Take the case of America. It was not a mere geological 
survey that revealed the hidden oil treasures, it was the drill that 
did tne business. Even now, after dOjihX} wells have been sunk, 
tho most skilful* potroleun^ geologist cannot point out tho spot 
whoro oil can assuredly bte found and whero oil assuredly cannot 
As amatter^f-fact, no Ai:ioricaa goologist would Iiayc penned such 
a rush and unsupported aasertion as Er* Kootlings, because bo 
would have been too keenly conoiona of the present importance 
of geological acienco to vetitmip into such dogmatism* I am 
Bot declaiming against geologists in general, 1 am too warm 
an admirer of acioneo to encourage my disrespect tow^da 
it: but while there arc Darwins and Hnslcys and Tyndalls 
whose carefully weighed ojunions command universal esteem, there 
arc BcioiitUts,of tho order imiiiortaHsed in PWuJtcA whose judg¬ 
ments catuiot be allowed to pafia unquestioned. When formulat- 
ing a deduction from tho petroleum exporionc© obtained m 
America, Russia, and QalEcia, 1 expressed Iho opinion that wo 
might oxpoot a vast supply from the Burmese oil-hcMs when tho 
primitive pits wore rcpbcjcJ by engineering mothoils, I at least 
argued from iho known, whoross when Dr. NocUing declares this 
to be a “ wild idea” he argues from f.ho unknown, becauso ho ' 
provides no data beyond Ins yard measuring au<! pintpot guagmgs 
of the native pits-^ula of not the slightest value in enablmg us to 
judge what lies 1,000 foct below those existing primitive pit bottoms- 

Gazing at tho Indian pits and pools on the surface of America 
30 yoars ago, before Colonel Drake sunlt his first artesian woU, 
who would have thonghl that the ]>roduction, thou only a thou¬ 
sand gallons or so a year, would mount up to a thou^d 
million gallouH of “ crude ” in the prorwmt year of grace f 
know what there was in the Fcmisylvaman sanda till the drill 
went down and up shot tho oil. The same was the ease at B^u, 
When the first well wag drilled there, the couditiona were idontieal 
with those iu Burma—the surface was spotted with percolating 
pita, and nobody know what was below thorn. hvotL Abich. 
tho greatest of European goologiats, who visited them and 
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cxtimiDttl them with OTon mom cam than Dr. Noetlmg^ hod not tho 
frimtoat idea thiit bolow the pits the ffronud was so honTily 
ohai^od with oil A few drills wore and then the treoflnre 

of oil was revealed—a single well 'eponted more than all the 
27i00Q wells of America put together* Bpeakiog ono day to 
Ludwig Nobel, the Baku o« king, who drilled more welle in the 
Caspian region any other potrolonm proprietor, I asked 

him of what aid was geology in boring bis wells. Ludwig Nobel 
was of a family of savants, and would h;^ve heon the last man in 
the world to dcprt'ciato science. “Practicdllynoife at oil,” was 
the reply, '‘It is all guess work. No geologist can point to n 
spot and say—thero yon will find oil and there yon won\ The 
drill is the only tesL^^ More recently 1 put the same question to a 
man who hag bored many wells in Gajicia, where the geological 
conditions nm totally diiforent. Ilia reply was: ‘^1 employ a 
geolodst becansd, with our np and down two hea<ls are some¬ 

times eetter than one; but it is sheer guess work. The driller of 
the best and most copious well in Galicia told me he selected the 
spot for the well by chucking his fap into the ulr and storting the 
drill where it fell.^' Over and over again at Baku the prediettons, 
pessimist and otherwise, ef prancing young geologistfl liavo been 
falsi dod by events. More than one declared that it was no use boring 
at Biby Ibat^ a spot on Baku bay a dozen nailes from whore all big 
wells wero locatea* Tagieff took no notice and kept ,boring away, 
and one morning up shot oil at tho lUtc of 11,000 tons » day, and 
the oil flpn^ fell over an area of three miles—into the very streets 
of Baku, Every oil fountain at Baku has been going to be ibe 
last on a large scale ; but almost every season another »till bigger 
has beat the record. Di. Noetling is quite right in admitting that 
he does not know what tho gronnd below 310 feet will bring forth 
when tho drill goes down to €00 or ^00 foot, as at Baku, or, 1,000 
to 3,000, as in America, IIo is quite wrong in assortiug afterwards 
tliftt.**wild ideas about beating American cannot bo too sireugly 
deprccated as being toe likely"—why too likely ? he odvonoes no 
evidence to support riiis—'‘to prove utterly (?) illusory.'' If a 
man were to rush into u “pub,"' and, aeising the first pmt-pot on 
the counter, were to proceed to deduce from its contente the 
quantity of liquet in tho cellar, we should smile at his Quixorio 
rashness. Yet this is precisely what Dr, FritzNootimg, Palteon- 
tolegifit, hog done in the case of Burma, 


I personally doprecatc fft-sh usseriteug. 1 pass my life among 
publishers, politicians, and company promoters, and it amuses mo 
to watch how they multiply two by two and make it five to their 
advantafTo, At the sama time I also mix with hard*headed busiuesg 
fncu aud traiued scientific ihlukors, whg are occustomod ta look at 
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plain facta piainly, and allow no exaggeration to pass nnchallcnged. In 
petroleum matters 1 am eonstantty consalted by firms and companies, 
to lead whutn astray by assortions of a pure^ speculative ebaractcr 
would involve a heavy pecuniary loss. When on the oarrectnosa 
of an opinion may be atakod thousands of pounds^ one is compelled 
to carefully weigh one’s atatemonts and balance probabiiities to a 
nicety, Such a training may not enablo one to write Falieon- 
tologpt after bis namo ; but it may qualify ono nolle the less to ex¬ 
press a sound opinion on what is after all not a purely paheontologi- 
cal orgeologioal question/but a question of a coinmctcial cbtiractor 
Dr, Nootling'a opinion, so far as they concorn tho character of tho 
proflont supply of tho percolating native pits, are worthy of every 
cousidoralLcti, I see no oocaaiou to criticise that part of bis report. 
When, howovci^ ho goes beyond tho legal Itmite of his data, and 
from defining tho future the piut'pot wells at Yenangyoung, 

E roceods dogmatically to predict tho future, not only of the unknown 
ogslioods of oil undei'ucatli the 3L0-fcct pits, but also of tho whole 
potroleam supply of Barma, then I am com|)eltod to ask him to come 
down of his palaeontological perch as being iucompotont to express 
an opinoin upon a point ou which he lias no information to guide hiiu^ 
J may bo wrong, as a ^wtrolouin expert in predicting a great future for 
Burmese petroleum ; but I at least baso my opinion on tlie facts of 
the growth of the industry in Ainci ieo, Itussia, ami Galicia ; wlicrcas 
Dr. Noetliiig, as a palieoatologist, in peuh<poohing my prediction, 
bases his oplhiou on uotliing at alt, because his geological know^ 
lodge godh no deeper than the deepest of tho prosoutpits; and 
opparonLly he lias no general knowledge of the petroleum industry 
to guide him. t mibr this from a number of speculative assertions 
Lo makes, which would not have boon present in his report had he 
possessd a knowledge of the varied conditions characteristic of the 
oil production in dififerent countries, 

Seeing that the Ensskn Qovornmont expects to draw one million 
sterling in revenue tlvis? your from Baku korosine, the question of 
developing the Burmese oil-fteiJa is too important to be permitted 
for one moment to lie prouo under a paliuontological wot blanket. 
Dr- Noetling aays thiifc the idea of Burma over competing with/’ 
let alone “ beating,” Bussia and America is “wild'* and “ illusory/' 
Why is it F Ho knows how much oil is in the pits of Yenangyoung; 
bat he knows aud admits he knows uothing about tho uinouut of 
oil existing outside tliom, lower down, and olsewhoro * honco ho 
proves himself guilty of wild assertion. Dr* Noetling is not tho first 
{also prophet of his kind* When I first began to write about 
Russian oil ten years ago, the oil trade of Buglund, aa w'oll as of 
American, luaghod outright at iny conjecture that before long 
Rosain would compete and porhapd boat America in the European 

51 
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mATket. Baku at that time was ob unknown to BuTope as Yenangn 
Touag. and prodaced ecaroel; more oih Year after year the Dr. 
NoetUnga of America pooh-poohed my forecast; bnt Bakn, isx spite 
of the voUblankettiD^ forged a head uimtil Hnsaian oil nndeTBold 
American oil in erery European market, and completely drove it out 
of many parts of the Confinent* My *' wild ideafl ” that Russia 
would sucoesafully compote with America ptoved correct in this cose. 

When six years ago 1 declared, from observations made in 
the Oaspian, that tank steamers could safely ran in the Meditet'* 
ranean and Atlantic, and predicted that they fronld do so in a few 
years, i had to run the gauntlet of the Dr, Noetiings of the pe- 
trolonm and shipping trades in this country and America, who 
atiftckod me as a wUd enthusiast asserted that the conveyance of 
oil in barrels would never be Eaperee<|ed. To-day there are not 
only 100 tank steamers rnniiiiig on thef Caspian but 50 as well— 
some of 4,000 tons capacity—Kjn the Met^terranean and Atlantic ; 
and when I survey this oil fleet of 50 European tank steamers—a 
fleet that was never, never to have come into existence—I feci a 
sort of second Peter the Great who from Peterhoff used to watch 
with pride the fleet he had created lying at anchar at Cronstadi. 
Peter commanded all the material resources of the whole Bussian 


Empire in establishing hia fleet. My fleet of 50 petroleum steamers, 
which has sprung into existence in five short years, is the product of 
a steel pen and a few drops of ink. Many a hot contraversy hod to 
be fought before 1 was able to bring the petrolonm trade to my 
way of thinking ; but the revolution from barrel to tank steamer 
was accomplished at lost, and now nobody questions those *^wUd 
ideas of tank steamers running on the Atkntie " at which the 
palaeontological pessimists of the oil trade croaked a few years ago. 

In the establishment of liquid fuel, again, J hod many m 
' tough encounter. My prognostication that in a few years steam¬ 
boat fleets and railways, wherever oil was cheap, would use nothing 
olse was met with cries of wile ideas j’' and oven the Admiralty, 
only three years ago, appointed a commission to report whether 
oil couldf be used as fuel, which was about as sensible os the 
Chinese experimenting in 1887 os to whether locomotives could 
run or not on metals, seeing that for years hundreds of steamers 
and locomotives had been successfully runinng with liquid fuel in 
Bussia. To-day over 1,000 locomotives and steamers bum oil 
exclusively ; and in America, were liquid fuel hardly used at all 
when 1 began to write about it, there aro hundreds of factories 
using nothing else, and hundreds of miles of pipe-lines aro now 
being put down to supply the large towns with oil for fuel. 

With lamps, again, when I insisted in 1886^ that all lamps 
ahonld be made absolutely aafej and invoked the aid of legislation, 
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the Dr, Nfoetlingg of Birmingham aoouted my ideas as " and 
illusory,** and nut the whole blame on a careless and stupid publia. 
However, they liad to fight the matter out, and when I had od-^ 
ucated the press into a chorus of donnnciation, the loss of trade 
they incurred compolled them to resort to improvementa* Over 
two hundred applications for safety bmp patents have bean mado 
since I inaugurated the >^rnsade* My judgment that the Defriea 
lamp was the only real ■ safety lamp in use wa# ratified by the 
Russian press at the Intemational Petroleum Exhibition at St* 
Petersburg last year, who awarded the only medal for safety huaps 
to that firm, ana this ratification caused many firms to spend 
thousands in putting down plant to manufacture bmps 
the standard of safety 1 had laid down in Moloch of 
Finally the Q^vemment itself appointed commission to onquiro 
iota the dangerous bmpsf 1 had denounced, and the anti-Moloch 
legislation, declared to he “ wild and illusory'* when 1 proposed it 
three years ago, now appears to be within measurable distance of 
uctual realisation. 

Bo that having been correct; in tny deduetionB ao many times, 
I have a fair claim, 1 imagine, to a respectful hearing when 1 de¬ 
duce, from conditions characteriamg tho growth of the oil trade in 
America and Russia, that Burma in aU probability will be able 
to compete with and beat them in the Eastern market os soon 
as deep boglngs replace the present primitive pita. If both in 
Amoriou jind Bussia the oil trade was inferior to that of Burma 
until deep borings were made, why should Burma be utterly 
incapable of equalling them when she, in turn, takes to boring 
also for oil? Ihero is absolutely not the slightest scientific ground 
for Dr* Noetliag *0 peasimist assertion that '^wild ideas about 
boating or competing with American or Russian oil cannot be 
too strongly deprecate as being only too likely to prove uttcr-^ 
illusop^.*' If I have taken him to task somewhat strongly 
mr putting forward such a statement, it is because 1 feq) the 
Government of India and its officials, palmontological or otherwise, 
ought to do their utmost to promote the development of the Burmese 
oiI*fieidfi and not disconraga enterprise by such ill-timed and base* 
less pessimism as that which 1 have been compelled to criticise in 
the present report. For Burma generally there is a fair hope that 
she f^y in a f&w years take her ^ace side Inside with America and 
Bussia in supplymg the world with oil. Whatever I can do with 
my pen to secure bet that position will be done ungrudgingly, not 
out of any s^urt of wild entbusiusm, but because, os on English 
petroleum writer, I am determined to secure for England her 
proper place among the petroleum-producing empires of the uni¬ 
verse. 1 have done much to make Baku : I mean to do my beat to 
moke Burma. 


uttommg 

Paraffin. 
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London, Angun 22nd^ 18S9» 

A FEW weeksJago 1 Imd to very sovcrol^ take to task Dr, Frits 
Noetling, Faldcontolagist to tbo Qoologie.al Survey of Xftdia, 
for having dared, ufter a cursory investon, with aynnlmoiisuro 
and a pint pot, of the oiMiolds of Youoiigyodug, to'stop outsido 
the Jimitii of liis very narrow oxauduaiion, and on no evidoneo what* 
over, whether geological, paltoontologieal, or any otlier-kind-of* 
ogtcal, attempt to lay down the law tor the whole futtiro of tho 
entire petroleum intlnstry of Burma by jvaming the iniblio against 
wild ideas iibont Burma heating or competing with American or 
Kussian oil as being only too likely to prpvo ntbtrly illusory*” 1 
demonstrated that, as that Doctor of Ancjcnt Fossils confessed he 
knew nothing of what existed beneath the 300-icet wells of Yenang- 
yonng, or in tho unworkod districhi at the side of them, he had no 
right, geological, govcnimontah or Gorman, t-o express such an 
nncalled-for opinion in an offichil report, and 1 eould not but declare 
my rogret that the Government of India should have sent to report 
upon the most important of tho Barmese oil-fields a man who, how¬ 
ever competent to iix the area of the country with hia yard measure 
and gnage the contents of the wells with his pint pot, from hia 
utter ignorance of potrolenm, quite incompetent to act as Sir Oracle 
in tho question of the fuinre of the petroleum industry of Burma. 
Honest difference of opinion 1 am always ready to treat with 
respect; but i cannot tolerate the dogmatism of arrogant ignorance* 
Such reports as Dr, Noetling’a excite iny wrath, because they give 
•■nio BO much work to do to correct tho errors they propagate, and I 
am not sufficiently fond of petroleum to enjoy unprofitable labour of 
this fort. Curiously, at the very moment extracts from Dr, Noot- 
ling’s pessimist report arc appearing in theEogliah press, the Foreign 
Office has circulated a consular report by Acting Consul Stevens, of 
Batounii declaring that the wells of Baku are falling, and that 
unless now sources of oil axQ discovered a gossation of the supply of 
petroleum may be expected within a short time/* This has led to 
the widely-spread impression that Baku has “busted.** Having 
“busted/* your readers will naturally exclaim, “Now*b a chance for 
Burma^ Surely Ycnangyoung can beat or compote with a busted 
Baku” 


Very glad 1 should be if I could confirm the Consults state¬ 
ment that Baku is on tho ovo of a sraash-upn Personally 1 have 
no iutcrost whatever, direct or indirocl, in tho Russian petroleum 
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lUdaHry^ amd for political reasons would wekemo tlio collapse of 
an indnstryf the failure of whieK would do as much to wreck 
Hnsslan power in the Caspian ^ca ns a xtniYorsal military coUapso 
in Contral Asia and on the Forso-Afjirlian conSnea* In a tame sort 
of way, the Consul points out that the cessation of the supply' 
would cause aetoppaKe of all op oration s* both on the Caspian at 
Batoum, and very probhbly the ruin of tlio^o concerned iu the 
trade, besides jputtin;( a fory large number of working classes out 
of employ* Humours are current that the Eusaian Government 
is 00 the poiflt of iiflposing a duty on petroleum osportod abroad, 
which has thus far been free from tfixation. This will doubtless 
bo clone to diminish exportation* Meanwhile the price of erndo 
oil at Baku has gone up 100 per cent*” In other and more 
vigorous words^ the failure of the Buku oil supply would wreck 20 
millians of capital investo(I in refineries, stops a production of 250 
million gallons of kcrosine a year, deprivo 1,000 steamers, locomo¬ 
tives, and factory engines of their fuel, tlirow 120 steamers and 
10,000 tankdnicks out of employment, and sweep away a revenue 
of a million sterling a year levied on Baku oih Hoally a most pro¬ 
digious catastrophe to ho feared T Meanwhile iJie price of crude 
oil has gone up 100 per cent ”—awful I awful 1 Got out ilaming 
posters, Mr* Editor, and send about the news boys shouting at tho 
top of their hoarse and hideous voice** Bust up of the oil trade 
of Baku ; or^ible slortcr V' 

In TUissta they have a custom of frequently publishing tho 
reports of Ministers, Governors-General, and other high and 
mighty personages in tho Official ixazeitG^ with some such observa¬ 
tion as this appended thereto i—His Imperial Majesty, on ^r- 
using this, waa graciously pleased to write across the top '■* Good 
or ‘*I approve ‘^Most excellent and satisfactory or some other 
court expression of Autocratic opinion. Tho plan is not a bad* 
one, and might be advantageously followed olaewhero* Had the 
report of Acting C^onsul Stovous, for instance, been suhmittfld to 
me as a potentate of petroleum by tho Foreign Office for approval 
previous to being officially published, 1 should havo been able to isav* 
mysolf a doal of subsequent trouble in explain!ug matters by writ¬ 
ing acrosa it—‘^Bosh ; Charles Marvi^,’^ 

Is there anything more intolerable in life than to have to keep 
on 01 plaining away the errors of dogmatic ignorance ? Hardly 
had Dr, Noetling set on foot by his wild and reckless assertion 
the query, “ Is it true, Mr* Marvin, that Burma cannot possibly 
hope toconij»ete with Jlu^sia and America?” when the foolishness 
of this Absalom of a Batonm Consul causes the question to arise 
on every side, Blease explain, Mr. Marvin, is it really correct 
tbit Baku is on the point of bustiug ?" 
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The question is not a now one. Tbai^'Baka is going to bust'* 
has been prodiotoci timoa out of number 'ever sinoe 1 oegw to write 
about it ten years ago* It orops np every aoason like tbo aea 
serpent or gaint gooseberry; and tbentthose who hato Baku, and 
are angry because 1 have written it np, dance round me, tomahawk 
in hand, like a howling mob of interrogative demons. On 
occasion they are more triumphant than evetj for has not an Acting 
Consul spoken, ^nd whose wisdom on tfarth, if nnoffioial.and 
unconsalar, can surpass the wisdom of one able to write those awe¬ 
inspiring words after bis name'^Her BritanhiG Mojesty^ Consul 
title suggestive of all the wisdom of Greece and Rome; of Con¬ 
fucius, Socrates, and Solomon; and of the mental might and majesty 
of the British Constitution, concentrated within the cranium of one 
man, and striking dumb with a crushing feeling of oonscions 
insignificance all other men unable to di^lay that golden talisinan 
—** H* B, M. Consul,” 

grandmother, who recently dieti at the advanced age of 
91, sunered for several years before her death from a ve^ wory* 
ing malady, Oonseious and contented enough during the day, 
the moment darkness set in she began to fidget and put the <^ue3- 
tion, " Where am I to sleep to-night A reply would be given, 
and for a while she would be happy; but, ten minutes later, tho 
impression would vanish, and she would again anxiously enquire, 
‘'Am I to sleep hero to-night or where Put injwme similar 
form fifty times m the courao of the evening, and continued 365 
evenings in the course of the year, this question was apt to bo 
Bomewhat a strain upon the patience of those about her. Equally 
provocative of irritability has been the perennial enquiry, addressed 
to me by the grandmothers of British commerce ever since 1 be^n 
to write about Baku —** Is it true that Baku is about to bust? Wo 
r>hear of a crisis there.^’ 

There always has been a crisis at Baku. 1 have quite a library 
of Russian literature dealing with the rise of the Baku industry—it 
is the record of perenuial crisis. Sometimes there ia too much 
‘'crude,” and the weJI^wners cannot sell their oil—orisis. Some¬ 
times thcra IS uot enough **■ crude/’ and the refiners bawl for more 
oil—crisis. Then both h^e a good time orul are about to rejoice, 
when they discover there are not enough tank steamers to take the 
oil to market—crisis. Then, too many tank^stCamers are put 
on and they oanuot find freight—crisis. I might go on to the end 
of the ortiele with similar causes of depression at Baku, all of 
them ephemeral ; but I have given sufficient illostratious to show 
that a crisis at Baku does uot necessarily imply death any more 
than the toothache or ai^ other trifilng ailment forebodes dissolutioti 
to the human being sunering from the minor ills that accompany 
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US through life. These criaes, in short* are simply the |ffowmg 
puins of the Industry. Nobody who knows the whole history of 
the rise of the oil industry in America or Hnssia bothers about 
these crises* because he se^ that, year after year, the mdustiy 
keepfl on growing and expanding ; but they are a great nuisance in 
one leapect* Tourists^ ignorant of petroleum * or petroleum merchants 
ignorant of Russ, or Consuls too lazy to study the Russian literature 
dealing with the industry, happen to pass through Baku while a 
crisis is on, and* mistakmg the growing pain for a death agony, 
publish preposteroua. stathments like that of Hr. SteTcna 1 am now 
castigating. 

Nobody worries about the American oil-supply drying. 

Yet, of the two, there is far greater reason for believing that 
the oil-wells of‘the states ;fl^ill become exhausted first. In 1^86 I 
had to pulverize a simitar report, and the words I wrote in mj 
“ Coming Deluge of Rusj^ian Retroleum ” will be seen to cover the 
present case so fully that had Consol StereuB been at pains to make 
himself acquainted with the literature of the industry, he would not 
have rendered the Con^Tilar Departineut of the Foreign Office the 
laughing stock of Bussia. In this pamphlet I said;—' ^ Persona 
interested in the American trade sometimes say, The yield at Baku 
is, of course, prodigious, and altogether transcends the petroleum 
flapply of the United States, but it won’t last long* They have 
to Mre deeper and deeper for oil every year/ But this assertion, 
however l>efoDlingly put, cannot ^ar a moment^s Boientifie 
scrutiny. We have ample historical evidence that for 2,500 years 
petroleum has been flowing from the Apsheron Peninsula ; 
and it is difficult to believe that 500 prickings in an acre of five 
square miles should cause the entire oil area of 1,600 square miles 
to dry np in a year or two. But * they havo to bore deeper and 
deeper every year.’ So they have to do in America, so they* 
have to do everywhere. But there is this uBrimportant diffiarenco 
between Baku and America ; the deeper Baku bores the gr«aier 
the gush of oil, which is net the rule with her Transatlantic rival. 
Then look at the margin in favour of Baku. In America it is 
common to bore 2|000 feet for oil, and some wells attain a depth 
of 3,000. At Baku a well 7C0 or 800 foet is considered a deep 
one, and last year the average depth of all the wells was 
only 462 feet 1 Of the two, it is rather America that is diytng up, 
not Baku/* 

1 am thinking of having printed a stereotyped slip to hand to 
people or newsparars who plague mo with the question, 1 b Baku 
going to dry up r' It will be worded thus ;—* Area of oil saturated 
re^n at Baku, 1,600 square miles; area exploitedj 5 square miles ; 
beJonoe Ij5d5 square mues; depth of wells, 600 to 700 feet; depth 
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of Amoncan wella, 1^500 to 2,500 foot; balance in favoxtr of BaltUi 
900 to 1,800 foot; number of wells bored up to now, 500; in Ajnorioa, 
55tOQO ; balau <.'0 in favour of Baku, 54,500 wells. If you aro not 
satisfied, kindly go and bore BakUj doi^’t boro mo,” 

It is perfectly trao that there has been a short supply of crude 
at Baku ; but this occurs every season* lu America, where the 
industry is thoroughly organized^ ahnost'" every drop of oil that 
comes to the surface is properly stored* *' Jn Russia^ wherew the 
copiousness of the supply has caused the wall owners to be cnre« 
loss of storage, there is a wilful waste of‘millions of gallons one 
week, followed by woeful want the next* But a short supjily 
DU the surfae<r is ouc thing and total failure of the snjjply 
below the surface another. Out of ignoranee, sheer ignoranoe, 
as Dr.JoImson w'oulJ have said, Consul Steven** has confused 
the two* Even the advance of 100 poitcont, iss a uiountaiji made 
out of a meleliilL Fluctuations of 100^ 200, 300 and 400 percent, 
are common every season. But what of iliat? Let us strip the 
fact of Uonsnlar glamour. The present juice of kerosine wholesale 
in England is sixpence per gallon. An ndvauee of 100 per cent, 
would make it a shitling, which would be a serious advance for 
tlio consumer. But if, on the other hand, an advance of lUO per 
cent, on crude oil at Baku simply moans an advance in price from a 
quarter of a farthing a gallon to half birthing a gallon, or from 
half a farthing a gallon to a wholo farthing a gallon, or from 
a farthing a gallgu to a hulf-poniiy u gallou^ it moan| nothing 
wonderful at alt, being merely an advance from no price at all to a 
nominal price, from dirt cheap to dirt cheap plus a fraction. 

The dearest price tlio refiners at Baku fZ got tho Tiflis and 
Baku papers every day and know what is going on) have been 
^l>;iying for oil tb]ssoaso]i would be considerod Munchausenly cheap 
in America. Tho surface supply is short because there ai-o only 
200 wells at work, and of late there have been few new borings 
and 'only a few doojjoniuga of the present wells. This is'duo 
to a reaction against previous activity, when the 'wells pro¬ 
duced a lot of oil for whioli no market was available, canejng 
the wclbowners to slacken their production in disgust, A single 
fountain would set everything straight, or a little more en¬ 
ergetic pumping of the stagnant wells^ Every year there are 
plenty of such fountains ; there were 30 or 40 last year and 33 
tlie year before. I received the mining report of the Caucasus 
for 1887 from Tidis this week* The slatistieal facts of the oil 
trade are very interesting ; but my letter is already too long, and 
Hke Bak'u, I must l>egin to “ dry up.** Suffice it to say that from 
a single well, No. 5, there spouted in 1887 over 52,000,000 gallons 
of oil, Of this quantity only L7 million gallons wa^ saved ; the 
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rout was allowed to ma to waste. The total waste from all the 
fouataiQB was 53 million 'gallons—enough to freight fifty-three 
4t0U0-toii tank-steamera. iirought to Ea gland and sold at a 
ponnj a gallon, the wasted oil would have fetched nearly a quarter 
of a mLllien sterling, aud at two police a gallon—a price hundreds 
of firms would gladly give for it for fuel aud gas^nearly half a 
million sterling. Lost year the waste was nearly as great, and this 
season most of the foudhun^oH has been lost, f^nd this is what 
a Consul, scam poring casually to the Oospian during a crisis caused 
by the want of rlio oil vfasted a few weeks earlier^ culls “a foiling 
of the oil-wells of Baku/* 

No, there is no more fear of Baku busting” during the nosjt 
half century than there is of niy dying before 1 write my next 
letter, A few* sips of a tankard do not empty a hogshead $ nor yet 
a tow hundred pricks in aSivo-mlie plateau drain in a year or two 
IjduO mlLos of oil saturated torritery. Ori a memorable occasion Dr- 
Johtisou, addressing a doiihtor, cxclainiei1 can give you a 
reason : 1 cannot give you an understanding.” The arguments 
1 have citod why Baku can not, possibly *' bust* have boon given 
over and over iigain in my workg Prcsnmahly, Consul Stevens 
lias not read them ; uor yet any of the recent Russian oSicial 
ro^wrts and nou^official litoraturo dealing with Buka, or ho could 
never have sent in such balderdash to the Foreign Office. 
If, after tluwc remarks, doubt lingers in his mind, or any one 
else*s, aU I can do is to shrug my shoulders and apply to the 
iloubLor the above*inuntionod Johnsonian quotation. 

BRJtlJ^S FROM BAKU. 
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Londdet, Octob^ 3rd, 1380, 

G OSPODIN GULISHAMBAROFF, chief petroleum adviser to 
the Busstau Government, has been stopping with me at 
BInmstead daring the ptst week. Having picked up whatever 
informAtion he could ^ther about thS progress oi petroleum 
during a circular tour through Europe, he has touched at London 
to ascertain the condition of the English oil trade. 1 think I have 
before stated that years ago, when the Hugsian Government decided 
to encourage the petroleum industry at Baku, then in a still more 
backward condition than that of icaangyonng, it picked out 
Gospodiu Gullshnnibaroflf, whose writings on petroleum him attracted 
some attentiou, and set him to work to make known Baku to 
Russia and the world. After a while^ he was sent to America to 
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report upon ibe oil indastrv thero, tind on his waf colleotod a deni 
of mformaticn in the potrolotnn districts of Galicia} Qermanj, and 
other conntrios. The viowa ho expressed on hia re turn were of a 
docidodl^ onoonraging character, and ‘ Lud’srig Nobel» the Baku 
oil king, himself told mo onoo that his oxortfons hod been largely 
stimulated by the ^works of the talented Arnienian writer. To put 
the matter pictijresquely, a hot Armenian set on fire a cold 
Swede and caused Ludwig Nobel to tuAi from the making of 
gun-barrols to the refining and transport of oil, GuliBhambiirofiTs 
advice was also beneficially accepted* in Other /quarters. The 
hnasians had plenty of oil refuse in the Caspian, but no good 
systems of their own for buruing it; England and America had 
invented plenty of good liquid fuel furnaces but had no oil fco 
bum in them* GulisharabaroS^a work an liquid fur^l made known 
to Baku the inventions of the world for burning otl, and Baku 
adopting them, solved the oil fuel problem so thoroughly that she 
now feeds with fuel nearly 1,00d steamers, locomotives and factory 
furnaces in Bnssia. Later on, Gulishambarod' showed how to ela¬ 
borate bulk transport^ how to prepare the ^proper oil for the differ¬ 
ent markets of Europe, how to dovelope the trade via Batoutii, ami 
how to compete with Ainerica in the h’ur East. No living writer 
iiu 3 written so much on petroleum us Gulishambaroff ; no Jiving 
writer has written so much so will Besides quite a library of 
works, he has published numerous maps and two ailnyrabic biblhi- 
graphies of the books published In RuBsia and aboard, dealing with, 
or referring to, potrolemn. When the Russian Govemmoot took 
lip Gulishambaroff and assigned a certain annual salary to soeuro his 
braius, it made a good investmeDt. On a famous occoision, wlicn Sir 
Joshua Reynolds was pressed by an importunate qiiestionor to state 
what he mised his colours with, ho replied : “ Bruinsi' Similarly, if 
* asked to oxplain what has caused such an extraordinary Jcvolopuient 
of til© Russian petroleum industry during tho last few years, I 
should answer : ** Brains^ my dear sir, brains The hearty en- 
cQUragoment of Prlnoo DouduHoff Kor safe off, the intelloctTial guid¬ 
ance of Gulishambaroff, the energy and ingenuity of Ludwig Nobsl^ 
the science of MendoluioiF—these are among the chief factors that 
have mado Baku the Quoep. City of the Caspian Seft^ Cajntal has, 
in additioDj been forthcoming, but it was brains that pioDoered 
European cash to Baku, brains that invested it soundly there, and 
bruins that built up a trade in oil in ten short years so colossal os 
to canso an Indian Professor of ancient fossils to recently gasp that 
poor li'tle pigmy Burma could never, never, never, hope to boat it* 

Dr. Noetling's report, which Gospodin Qulishamburoff camo 
ocroBS in going through my store of petroleum information, amused 
tho Russian expert greatly. Of the two, Russia would naturally 
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see Bnrrnau nndevelopod that devdopoJ; bat GuliahambargS' 
knowB that (here ia ample Vooin fer all throe coaatries, Amerien, 
Rusi>k and Bnrtna^ to supply the increasing wants of the WocJd^ 
and shares my own view tfu^ whatover may bo the policy of any 
Government, there onglit to be no enconragemeEit given to the 
diffusion of erroneous ^ta and gaseous fancies. On reading Dr* 
^oetling 8 warning that “ wild ideas about Burma competing with 
Rua&k and America oifght to bo deprecated os otily loo likely to 
prove utterly iliaaory,*’ he observed : Dr* Nootling^s geological 
arrogance isDn a par with*that of the savant Abich, on visit¬ 
ing Baku and examining the native pits as ^oetling has done, 
declared that oil would be found in three strata down to a certain 
depth, and that no oil would bo found if they bored deeper. When 
the drill did b^re dcoperi we found more oil instead of kes^ 
tliere arc no indications frbatever of the deep supply giving out, 
Wlien you write to India, mention this fact about Abich, the 
groat goologiafe, ond lioiku.'’ As a matter-of-fact how can a man 
know what exists at I,50Q feet, if be has only been able to examine 
as low as BOO? It is not geology, but guess-work to put forward 
Buch rash statements, which Love no foundation in fact. 


When the Russian Govornmont decided to push petroleum* 
it went in for brains enriched with a wide knowledge of the 
subject. When the Indian Government started on the same path 
the other day, it selecte<l an expert in old fossils, whoss chief 
merit sebms to have been tliat he knew palicontolog^, but not 
petroleum. Baku has thriven on brains: whether Burma will flourish 
on the paliuntological oHliivia of old fossils remains to be seen. 1 
observe in the Indian press that Dr* Noetling is preparing a socond 
report, which is to contain, an answer to my little pen pricks. He 
would be far better employed iu studying petroleum before restiixi* 
ing his paleontological praucings. Already, m your conteraporary, he 
has admitted that the deposits of Burma really arc 'immense,and 
thereby knocked his own first report into a cocked hat as aeatly 
as the most inveterate contrOTCrsialist could desire. This point 
admitted, the opinion of Dr. Noetling on the commercial or 
finaocial aspect is of no particular iuterest and does not trouble 
the commeroial world at all. A Rangoon paper mentions, 1 note 
that ft well has olreayb been sunk at Yenang;young on the Ameri¬ 
can principle, 800 feet, without tapping oil in vast quantities. 
Messrs. Finlaji Fleming wish it to be assumed therefore, 1 
f manna, that a lar^ supply does not exist. Ko doubt tlwy 
would prefer to retain a monopoly by the dififuiion of this im- 

S resBion. Bat if it be remembered tlmt 1,500 feet is the common 
opth in America, the Yenaugjoun^ Held has not been properly 
tested as to depth yob, while, if I point out that one well in 8 dr 4 
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in America is a dry well, and that dry and wells ore mixed 

together in the oil liolds, it will bo seen that there must be many 
more bores of 300 feet over the area before we can form an opinion 
as to the amount of oil in the general expanse of Yenaiigyonng, 
The little twitter abont Barmans one well, drillod in the American 
fashion, is silenced when we see America drilling in a single vent as 
many as 4,000 n^elU. In 1387 she lowerbi the reeord by drilling 
only 1,280 wells, of which 456 were dry, and in 1808 about l,2Cyi, of 
which 885 were dry- It does not nooessarily follow that because little 
oil may exist at 800 foot it may not exist in onormoni^ quaniiLbs at 
ilOOi For instance, the Biby I bat oil 0elJ at Baku was rogarde<l 
as of no account a few years ago. Tagioff bored 700 foot without 
any satisfactory results- His well was regarded os a dry one, aii<l 
a neighbouring one, beiongiug to Jakelli, which had got down to 
507 feet, was abandoned« Tagieff went (hi' At 714 teet he struck 
the groat 11,000-ton-aKlay-gusher, the largest outburst of oil 
ever known* Then Jakelli Biarted again* and when ho had got 
down to 672 feet the well spouted stones, sand and oil to a height 
of 350 foot following with a flow of oil almost as copious as that of 
TaglefTs. To speak, there fore, of one pitiful prick iu Burma ns 
having put Mr* Afarvin wrong is to betray an iguorunce in 
petrolouin which is lairtentablo in those who pretend 1.o speak with 
authority* Ihiticistn of this sort is j ust what G ullshambaroff had en¬ 
counter when he began encouraging the development of Baku* 
When he commoncei to write, Baku had a population of a little 
over 11*000 people : it has now a population of 70,0&0, Will 
Yonanajyoang be as big as Baku when death Ukes this pea from 
these fingers? 

On Saturday we paid a visit to Westminster Abliey, as we stood 
in front of the tomb of Jonaa Han way, the great British merchant of 
old, whose account of the Oospaln contains an admirabto doscrlii- 
tioQ of Baku, £ could not help rofiocting on the enormous 
changes that have occurred since Han way aud other JifUgUsh 
merchants tried to develop the Ofl-spiau trade and conduct regular 
commerce between England and India by way of Bf- 
Petersburg, tho Volga, Baku and Herat* Hanway probably little 
thought wnea he explored aud described Baku—whore his memory 
is fttiil revered —that Baku ^oald somo day pay his tomb a visit 
in Weatmfustor Abbey. 1 hare not the feast doubt that some 
day orndite young Babooa from Tenaugyoung, will pay a pilgrim¬ 
age to my last resting-place and extol me for what 1 have done 
on behalf of Burmesd petroleum. Their reverential tears 1 shall 
be obliged for if the grass is as dry as it sometiums is round the 
lamuit of the Loudon suburban cemeteries, but I do hope they 
wou*t drop into poetry. Some of my young Baboo friende in 
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India have lately seat ma their evasions, and while I admire their 
loyalty and appreekte thei^ kindly recognition, I cannot candidly 
say that their poetical bngle-blasts bring undiluted pleasure to my 
sensitive ear. If they wish chant their wood notes wild^' to 
my delectation, let them put Dr, I^oetlmg into poetry, say tu an 

* ‘ Ode on Petrole—nm," 

* Gospodin Gulishambaroff is acoompanied ir^ his journey to 

liondoD by his wiffl, a (alented writer, who contributes extensively 
to the Russian official T^is newspaper Kavkas and a variety of 
other Rusaian and ^rmei^lan publications, &he is an admirable 
assistant to her hits band, helping him in Ids researches at the 
Patent Office and British Museum^ and possessing a wide know* 
ledge of petroleum. It haa been a pleasant and inteTOsting task 
taking them «boiit the metropolis and looking at the sights 
iroin a Itaaso-ArmenLin* standiioint, Hecent events have forced 
the Armenian raoo upon the attention of Enropo. The 
ilhtreatmont of the Armenians in Asia Minor by the Turks ia 
becoming more and more an international scandal, it is not 
agreeable for Englishtncn, are politically interested in 

keeping tho Russians out of tho Tigris and Euphrates uplands, 
to comjiaro tho position of tho Russian-Amenians with those under 
Tukish rule, Gulishambaroff is on illustration of tbe career Russia 
throws open for her Armenians, and the benefit she derives from 
the policy. .VV^hile the Armenians of Asia Minor are a weakness to 
Turkey, qn account of their discourteuti those of the Caucasus are 
a source of strength to Russia, owing to their increasing numbers, 
tlioir odm inis trail VO capacity ^ and their loyalty to tho Wuito Taar's 
interests 4 

Gulishambaroff is in the prime of life, being stIU under 40. 
Ho describes as preposterous the report that tho wells of Baki^ 
are drying up. On his return to iSt. Petersburg he is to take 
part in dcUheratigns at the Ministry of Finance with regard to a 
proposed lax on exported kerosiue, on which he had to draw up and 
submit a report to the Russian Government before leaving Tiflis. At 
present the kerosiue tax is only levied on oil consumed at home, if 
one be imposed on kerosine sent abroad the Hnasian Exchequer 
will doubtless benefit to the extent of *£1,100,000, yearly by the 
revenne derived from oil, Such a sum is enough to make the 
mouth of every Indian economist water; for what Baku is handing 
over to Russia in revenue from oil, Burma might also pass on to 
India, if the industry were properly developed. And instead of aoy 
encouri^emeDb being given to Burma, that forlorn fragment of the 
empire is handed over to the German morcies of one learned in the 
lore of old fo^ils I Really, there are some thinga in which Hnaaia sets 
England a good example, America and Russia have had to pay 
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heavily for their oil etpofieuoo* Bnrrni, ludt oa the soene, is able 
to avail herself of their esperieaoe and develop the industry under 
couditiona favorable for easy and eueoessfnl effort. But Baku and 
Fenuaylvania were both made by biains not by the rincin^s of 
wet blimketst and if Burma is to be rendered the PetroJiaof the 
Kasti her oil industry must be built up by brains also. Noither 
capital run mad^Aor Sis frivolity of bureaucratic infallibilityi caK 
replace that ill'^appreclated yet indispenaahlo article* * 


/ WOjRK OJV^J SUJTDAY. 


L^NDJiN, Octohit 25lli, 1SS9. 

I HAVE just come back from a week ixt the Norths whore I have 
been deUveriu^ a couple of lectures to Noweaiitle imdioDOes* 
One of these dealt with the Hussiau advance, the other witli 
petroleunii Both wore the eutcoiie of a long article I wrote on 
Persia in the summer, which was publishod in the Daily 

ChronieU the day the Shah arrived at Kewcaatlo. The Tyneside 
Sunday Locture Society did not wait for a reply to the invllatioa 
to lecture there, bat announced at once that I should locturein Octo¬ 
ber on '‘ The Oil Wells of the World and the Wonders that spring 
from them/' The Tyneside Geographical Society followe<f with the 
request to jpentho session with a lecture on the cstpansion of Uussia. 
Had tbo invitations come from any other quarter, I should have 
probatiiy sent a refusal, as I dislike lecturing. For years, however, 
lYiy name has been before the public at Newcastle, and 1 have so 
many kind friends there, that 1 decided to swallow the bitters tn 
the hope that the draught might be followed by a little pleasure. 
Accordingly 1 consented, October a]m>oaring at that time a long 
way off, and troubled no more about the mutter until the invitations 
pouring in from Newcastle people, many absolute strangers, to stay 
with them during visit, reminded me that the hour of torment 
was at hand. On JE^'iday lastthe lamb had to present itself for 
sacrifice, and I may as v^ell make a clean breast of it, and admit 
that the lamb travelled North in a funk. The very foot of bo 
much kindness awaiting me, made it all the more incumbent that 
I should give a thoroughly good lecture, and I was by no means 
sure that ihis would occur, t think I have before observed 
that anybody can write a lecture and read it. I attach no 
credit at lul to sneh a performance. in the calm and 
quietude of bis stndy, a man can elaborate the choicest language 
and put forward Mb facta in the cleareotj the most cogent, the 
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moat logical maoner. If ho is aot in a mood one day, he can pat 
it off to the ne^tj or tho day after, or the following week ; and in 
end turn out a Bnished production. But it is <inite a different 
matter when be marchea on the pUtform without a word of manH'' 
scriut OP Dotesj and talk for an hour or more before several thou* 
sand critics. If he is not in good forrn, he cannot put off tho trial 
Hll the next day, or the 3ay after, or tho week afl^r that^he must 
stic^to his gans and do his best and show no signs of weakness 
Itefore the enernj. Than^ again, when a man has written out bis 
lecture, it inaftors nOt whotAier be be iu good form or not^ booausfk 
so long as he keeps h’S eyes on the rails as they travel over the paper 
and opens his mouth stimoiently wide he cannot will he overtaken 
hy failure i but a man who has no luauuscrlpt or notes must bo 
ready for every^emergency. If he gets into a no-thoroughfare of a 
sentence, ho must baok oiil gracefully. If ho forgets a section of 
his dUcoruso, he must re-ydroduce it in a manner that will not mar 
the generai plan- Should liis vitality wane, and he feel a difBcultj 
iti keeping n grip ou his subject* he cannot seek refugo in a 
manuscript hut must [HJg away lyitil hia vigour returns again* On 
this account, extentporanoous lecturing is very hard work compared 
with reading a paper, and this is more the case if one have not 
constant pr^iciico. All the tame, written lectures are so unpopular, 
and 1 dislike them so much myself, that I always lecture 
And it is hec.^nso 1 reallise so keenly, 1 suppose, the smallness of the 
Jitep between success and Jail are in t^pore lecturing, that I 
always funk the business when the tiino comes round, and I have 
to mount the scaffold* Tlio only satisfactory seUoff is, that I never 
t^iiny tho fiiuk on to th© platform—the feeling passes away the 
moment 1 face au andionco. All the same* whether the lecture bo 
good or bad dejKnids entirely upon the mood I am in when 1 start 
ihe lecture. If 1 am below pur, the lecture does not commonly * 
obtain my own standard^ and unless it does attain that standarJ, 
a whole ocean of praise will not remove the feeling of annoyance 
I fool afterwards* 

The first lecture came off on Friday evening, and to illustrate tlie 
expansion of Russia from the earliest times, I h^ 22 limo-hght slides, 
mojitly maps. The chair was token by tho Sheriff of Newcastle in the 
place of tho President of tlic Tyneside Geographical Society, Earl 
Percy, who was unable to bo present* The audience was a good one, 
and wondorfnlly attentive. Fur an hour and ten minutes they listened 
with deep interest, and when I bad done, many persons wished 
the lecture had been longer, 1 cannot say that I shared that view, 
feeling so tired towards the end that I was glad to see the appearance 
of the last map upon the enrtain. TnU feeling oaus^ me to 
be very dissatisfied with the performance, and I derived no oon< 
solatiou oven whoa, the next morning, the ffewautle Chronicle 



408 


OHARLBS M&RVtK. 


boomedme to an e^tteat that made mo poaitively blaah, pub-* 
lialimg a two coJamti report of tbo LootuiWf my portrait^ autograph, 
ao'i biography, and two leadJag articles—one oo the leoture i 
had givea, aad the other oa the ldoture< l waa to giro on Suad&y, 

Of late yeara^ Stiuday leeturing haf becomo an established 
iastltutim la thtai coantry. of the lafge toAvna haire tBuaday 

iejtare aooteties thiit start a Bession ia Oetobar uud close in Hay* 
As a rule, they are organiisod so as to afmpl^ clear e^peofws and 
no tnoro. To those who are cootont with a moruiog at church, 
they furnish excallont rccroatioa for tlic ev'eni FiJ at any rate 
provide an escape from the awful monotony of many an EjigUsh 
homo on 8andar night that is bettor than tho bee shop At New¬ 
castle, the IduLiiay Lecture Society, which coasisfca^of some of the 
moat inhueatlal men of the locality, I 10 IJ 4 iU lectures la the Tyco 
Thoa re—a buiUmg accommodating over^4,03J people* I leeturod 
there during the war scare of id65 when the place was crowded 
to orcrllowing* bong before the lectare was timed to begin on 
that occasion there was plenty of political fdoling to account for the 
aucooss, but, speaking generally, petroleum is not a highly popular 
topic, and the impression prevailed that the attendance would be 
of an ordinary chariicter. This was a view i shared inyieh. 
WhoQ I wtfnt on the platform at seven o'clock, howovur, I found 
the house crammed from top to bottom, and over, 4,00tJ facos 
turned towards the lecturer with an interest that was cvirions to 
watch, while the chairman* Dr Spanco WaUon, briefly anaounc- 
e 1 tbe opening of the session* 

For the sake of so many pooplo, who had coino to liston to 
what 1 had to say about oil, I was glaci I gave thojii a good lecture* 
1 liad nearly 40 slides, which were well dLisplayod on a huge sheet 
replociug the ciirtaiiii and from begiuQLiig to end £ was conscious 
not^inly of having absoiuto ootumaud over the lecture* reeling it 
otf without hitch or break, but also of liiviug tlio interest of the 
entire audience at the end of my stick. It was n positive 
delight lecturing under such circumstances. The time fairly 
gallopoi* When 1 firat lo }kod at my watch three^uarters 
of an hour had Hawn, all^ou^h I bod only got to the tenth 
elide, and the baais of aaoeess naving boon laid, my only fear 
was that I might apoU it by excessive curtailment or by unduly 
extending the lecture* The usual Utnit Is an hour uud-a^quarter, 
and it 13 always oonsldered extremely dangerous to go much beyond 
it. It ianot simply that people get tired, but many have to go to 
catch trains, or carr_^ on under more favourable circumstances that 
love-making which is the delight of tbe English youth on a Sunday 
evening, and the movement of these persons is apt to disturb an 
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audieiice and make it roatle^s. Irrespective of these cQOSvderatioua it 
U better for a lecture to be five minutes too ehort thau five mmuiea 
too long. It ia better that the people should go away wishful for 
more^uan that they ehoultk depart wearied* it ao happened^ how- 
evetj that the two topici most intereBtEng to ^ueside people^ 
petroleum tank-4toatnera and Htjuid fiiel-~iiad been reserved to tho 
^nd, and it was very difficult to compress what 1 had to say without 
disappointing many in the audienoe* When an bfiur aiid-a*haif hod 
passed I watched with an anxious eye every inoTement in tho 
audience, and piled on"the iutercst while racing oti the subject, 
until I closed at an hour and forty minutea with the audience as 
well in hand os at the opening of the lecture. To give a short 
lecture and to be told that the audience wished it longer is no 
complimeatj Ejut to exceed the limit by 23 minutes and to have 

I versons trooping round ot^plaiaing that one might liave made it a 
ittte longer is tile best reward a lecturer can have when he works 
on a Sunday evening. If I frankly say that 1 felt delighted when 
I stepped ofFthe platform ut a quarter to uiue, it was not becansc 
the applause was so loud and tho eomplimonts so manv, bat because 
1 had attained my standard for once, and was pleased at having 
enjoyed the good luck of givinjj a better lecture than usual to 
such a large ami sympathotic audience. Ah; showing how much a 
locture is at the mercy of events^ I may mention that whereas 1 
had felt pli^ed'*out on Friday long before tho hour waa up, 1 never 
experiet^cod a motnoni of fatigue or strain the whole of the hour 
ana forty minutes on Sunday, and could have gone on for another 
half hour with pleasure* Had tho moods been tho other way, tho 
Friday audience would have had tho good loeturoj find the Sunday 
audience the indifibrent one. 

I have said that tho Newcastle ;^op]o arc deeply interested 
in petroleum. For years I urged tliat England sliould start build¬ 
ing tank-steamers to compote with tho Swedes at Motala who were 
building every season twenty or more for Baku, lu ldd5,*when 
1 paid a visit to the Newcostlo ExCxliaugo and was asked to address 
the merchants, 1 urged that if bulk transport was to become uai- 
versalj Newcastle should endeavour to secure the monopoly of 
building tank-steamers for ocean traffic. The att^mipt in Lon¬ 
don to do this in a half-Lear Led sort of way by putting weak 
tatiks in old steainers, I deuouneod, and iiL^isted on new steamers 
being specially hutit for the trade, and built as good as, or hotter 
than, the steamers that were being modo for Ludwig Nobel by 
Swedish firms* The following year, the keel of the first tank- 
steamer was laid at the Lord Walker Shipyard of Messrs. Sir 
William Armstrong, Mitchell and Company, since when, taak- 
Bleamors to the Vmue of over £1,0()0|0Q0 ^ve boon built on the 
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Tyne, To-day NowcaeUe is looked upon as the chief cenirs for 
tank-steamerst ISwedea having been quite enpereeded, while 
jxxf policy been eqTtolly Buccessful in other matters, the 
Knssian ordeia for steamers for instance having been follow¬ 
ed by orders for Manilla and steel rope for the wells of Haku, 
Uven my ideas Have suggested fresh trains of thought. For 
osan^le, I mot a MV* Tennant who, after Veadiog my Re^on €/* 
thB Et^noX Firt^ * arrived at the couclaaioh that the deep board 
bores common to Baku would do for salt as well as oil, and getting 
over from America some petroleum drillers', he 'sacoessfully intro¬ 
duced into Durham the boring for salt on the oil system* It is 
not surpziaiug, perhaps, therefore, that I should have received such 
a kind reception, for if, according to the old sages, a man is a bene¬ 
factor who makes two blades of grass grow where orve grew before, 
it is only natural, possibly, that he sbouldihe popular if his writings 
bring in orders for forty oil steamers to a district which previously 
had been angering from depression in the ship-building trade* 

After pain, pleasure. During my stay in the North, i was 
fortuuafee in being the guest of Mjt, Henry F- Swan, at North 
Jesmond—the prettiest part of Newcastle, and Mr. Sawn being 
one of the diroctors of Bir Williain Armstrong, Mitchell and 
Company, 1 was able to visit Elswiok, Lord Walker, and other 
abip-yards and osamiae the industries of the Tyne district under 
circumstances which made the rest of the trip a jojoiia holiday, 
Fvil usually cometh u}>t>n the man who works upon the Sahbatn, 
In my case, 1 was punished with such jaunts and junkettin^s that 
the hospitality and kindness of North-oountry people have impart¬ 
ed a fjavbur to chill October that will pervade the whole winter. 


IJf mDIA. 


London, May Irl, 1S90, 

A t Burlington House las^ week an adnairable lecture was deliver¬ 
ed before the members of the Society of Chemical Industry 
by Mr* Bovertou Redwood on The Oil Fields^ of India/' The 
Swiety of Ohetnicftl Industry is one of the most important of our 
scientific bodies. The president for the year is Sir Lowthian Bell, 
F* R* S., and the council includes such names as Forbes, Carpenter, 
James Dewar, Norman Tate, W, A, TiHlon, Sir F+ Abel and othera 
of chemical feme. It has branches in different ports of the king¬ 
dom, and the proceedings of one and all are characterised 
by the serionsnoss and gravity that ore dsnolly supposed to 
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become mraoDS of scientific training* For this reason, the 
leotnrea that are delivered and the papers that are read poasesa 
special weight, because no levity or Fichwickian trifling with 
science is permitted, and tlm audience applies a keen analysis of 
everything ibaf is uttered or read, as remoraelcss aa that which 
is usual with the members when making acme calm, cold-blooded 

in their own laboratories, Oonseqiiently whfn I was invited 
to attend Mr* BovertSn Redwood’s lecture on petroleum 1 knew 
beforehand 1 should listen to a good one, simply because the 
ftociety would tolerate no •other* At the aime time 1 was equally 
aware that Mr, Bed wood would have a deal to say that was 
original and fresh in regard to Indian petroleum. For years ho 
has held the unique position of being practically our sole technical 
authority in patrotenm matters. The son of the well known chemist 
Frofessor Rwwood, Mr. Jboverton Redwood, has had the advan¬ 
tage of a wide chemical ^truning os well as a special grounding 
in petroleum. For many years he was the soul and life of the 
Petroleum Association, being its chemist and secretary, and com¬ 
ing into contact thereby with e^^ry conceivable branch and rami- 
Bcation of the petroleum industry ; and when he left it to establish 
himself in a leas fettered form on hia own account, the Petroleum 
Association practically ceased to e?dst. It U no secret that he has 
been the petroleum adviser to the Nobels of Baku, the Standard 
Oil Oompai^y of America, the principal Qalician oil refiners the 
Rangoon oil Refinery, and almost every oil firm in the United King¬ 
dom. In comunction with Sir Frederick Abel, ha drew up some 
years ago, at the request of the Metropolitan Board of Wor^ spe¬ 
cial rules and regulattons for rendering the storage and consumptioa 
of burning oils safe; and more recently ho nocompaDied Oolonel 
Majendie to the United States to assist in preparing a Petroleum 
Storage Bill for the Home OMce. In the elaboration of this Bill h^ 
haa t^on a prominent part, and he has also, with Sir P, Abel, just 
presented a report which the Home Secreta^ hod r^nested j£om 
Jointly to draw up on the dangerous types of lampa in use. If 1 
add that, in excess of several visits to the States, he has also 
personally examined the oil fields of Galicia and Baku, it will be 
seen that Mr. Redwood's knowledge qf petroleum is singularly 
comprehenaive-^a fact which most persons will have already realised 
who have read the admirable cantor lectures he delivered before 
the Society of Arts two or three years ago. 

The members of the Society of Chemical Industry usually 
meet and dine at the Hotel Frevitali before a lecture, and thanks 
to this circumstance, I had a pleasant chat in advance with Mr. 
Redwood and Mr. Finlay, who were my neighbours* Mr. Finlay 
of Finlay, Fleming and Go. (The Burma Oil Company, Idmitad) 
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has done much to advance in a pracUoaland solid mAnner the Bur¬ 
mese oil industry. Pioneering efforts of the kind he lia« oondneted 
demand incessant energy^ involve great expense and anxiety, and 
are not always so rapidly rewarded ha they deserve* However, 
from what subsequently transpired at the lecture, the result of the 
American drilling jntr^uced by the finn jnto Burma have been 
suiheently sotisfaQtory to enconrage them tp persevere, and it is tef 
1 k> hopetf that when the drill reaches the lower sands vigotous 
“ gusherB*' will follow on their Yenangyouijg property* 

The space at my disposal does not allow mo to draw largely 
upon the mass of interesting facts that Mr. Redwood placed be¬ 
fore a crowded and appreciative audience. He had a good map to 
talk to, a dno collection of Indian oils, oil sands, oil products, and 
sc forth, from the valnahlo General Petixjieiim Musetini belonging 
to himself, and by the aid of these he rendered particularly interest¬ 
ing ills reference to recent boring operations in Baluchistan, As¬ 
sam and Upper Burma* With respect to the former he rightly 
pointed out that ** apparently ludiap petroleum exists in the greatest 
abundance in the Knatan oil field in Baluchistaji, but the oil is not of 
satisfactory quality, even when regarded as liquid fuel, and the 
locality of production is comparatively inaccessible and the climate 
bad.^^ Drilling there, as Mr* Townsend told him as well as myself 
when ho was in London last year, is extremely difficult owing to 
the disturbed character of the strata,” while the oil is^so heavy 
that its density is practically identical with that of water, and it 
is in consequence ^ed with very great difficulty, from the water 
with which it is associated as it comes from the well. Even when 
the oil is wanned, the water does not readily subside* If an attempt 
bo made to distil the oil containing water, the contents of the still 
' froths up and passes over* The oil, in a word, is a sort of petroleum 
filudgo, diffiemt to pnmp out of the boring, and hard to pass 
throvgh pipes to reservoirs any distance Perhapfl further 
explorations may reveal lighter oils in the locality* Meanwhile 
there are two facts to bear in mind; first, the fact, os Mr. Redwood 
fitaied it, that petroleum may be obtained in Baluchistan in ap¬ 
parently immense quantities, is clearly shown by the yield of the 
wells , and secondly, that the chemical researches of Mr. Redwood 
himself have recently resulted in the discovery, now the talk of the 
chemical world, whereby a copious yield of kerosine can be obtaiured 
from the heaviest ana densest oils, even including the worst 
petroleums of India. From the Baluchb^n oil sludge Sir. Bod- 
wood, in conjunction with Professor Dewar, Jacksonian Frofessor 
of Chemistry at the University of Cambridge, has succeeded 
this new process in oltainiog 40 per cent of kerosine of ^810 
bpecific gravity. 
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If to be remembered for one moment that Bsiku refiners only 
get 30 per cent of kerOBme from their Caspian ^*crade,^' the fact 
that the diacovery of Mr* Redwood and Professor Dower has ren¬ 
dered it possible to extract 40 per cent from Buluchistan petroleum, 
hitherto regarded useless as a lamp oil, imparts a apecial into rest, 
both to that discovery and to the Baluchistan deposits, which, it is 
to be hoped, will not be* lost sight of by the Press and the Govern^ 
ment of India. * * 

Mr. ICe(^wood ^spofee very highly of the Barouga and Arafean 
deposits. The section of*hie lecture devoted to a detailed account 
of the oil industry "there was deeply interesting^ and made one feel 
the justice of his subsequent remarks in regard to Burma, when 
he urged that the developmont of the industry on the Irrawaddy 
should he coifducted sourly and not by mere Stock Exchange 
speenktors of the type that liave recently made South African 
gold mines stink on th# money market of London. There can be 
hardly a doubt that the ill-luck and misfortunes of the Baronga 
Oil Compatiy have mado the Arakan coast unpopular, and it will 
l>e some time before the feeling of mistrust engendered thereby 
passes away. The successful boring operations in Assiun were also 
odverted to, as well as those of the Punjab, and then a most 
exhaustive account was given of the operations m Upper Burma. 

In regard to these Mr, fiedwood had to deal with Dr, Noet- 
llDg’s roporti and while admitting his deductions to be of a 
^‘painstaking’' character, ho was conipohed to condemn them as 
^ misleading» ” Ifo other opinion was hardly to be expected. 

“ The deepest native well is 310 feet deep, but tho majority do not 
. exceed 250 feet.—it follow a, therefore that these wells drain but a 
small depth of oi 1-boaring snudstono/' What ky below 310 feet 
Dr. Nootling had no data to furnlBh ; haviug no data, ho was no^ 
in the poBiUouj therefore, to formulate any law ms to what might 
or might not exist at 1,000 or 1,500 feet—tho usual depths in India, 
Dr. Noeiling having, however, acknowledged the error df hia 
deductions in his subsequent letter to the Pioneer, there was no 
need for Kr, Redwood to demolish statements which Dr. JS^oetling 
bad himself withdrawn, Aa regards the future of tho Yenang- 
young oil fields Messrs, Pinky, Pleming and (Company appeal^' 
said Redwood, ** to entertain no doubt whatever of the exist- 
euoe of considerable quantities of £>etroleum, but their experience 
is that the yield per well is comparatively small and the ooit of 
drilling very great. In this connection, however, it should be 
noticed that the wells yet drilled are of little depth, and that od^ 
what may be regarded as the first oil sand has been tapped. ^ l9o 
one can say what may be found at greater depths, but it is at 
least possible that far more productive oil bearing strata may 
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be met witb/^ Moraoverr Messra;. Finlay, Flenung’s welte ara 
not broad-bors wella like those at Baku but of narrow diameter 
Jike those of America* If one of theit seven wells has proved a 
dry hole^ it sbonld be remembered *tliat even in Amerioa in 
1888 there were 885 dry woUs to 1,145 producing ones, Mr* 
Bed wood very properly pointed out that the ** actual results 
of drilling can alone remove the uncertainty at present existing* It 
by no means follows that the precise spots ^elected by the natives 
aa giving readier access to the oil through the primitive methods 
of working available to them will pro ve*td bo the mo$t productive 
ones when the drill is substituted for the spado; The Indian Gov- 
ornment apjtear disposed to encourage catnpotitive private enter- 
prisCj especially in the oil iieJds of Upper Burma^ and so long as 
this pr]Qci{>le is legitimate^ applied, no oxceptiou con be taken to it; 
but m the interests of the Empire it is to be hoped that the work of 
petroleum extoration and development will in no cose be attempted 
without a full appreciation of lul that it" involves. It is in the 
highest degree important that this work should, for some time to 
come, be carried out under akilfnh energetic, and above all, 
experienced management, and that ample means should be provided. 
Ou any other basis it is highly probable that much money would 
be wasted without obtaining satisfactory results, or even conclusive 
nogative evidence; much disappointment and discouragement would 
ensue, and the development of the oil Helds of ludk would be 
considerably retarded.'* ^ 

Mr. Redwood was warmly applauded at the close of his lecture, 
after which Professor Watsou Smith, Hr* Finlay, and a number of 
others took part iu a very interesting and complimentary disc assion* 
I had hoped to escape joining in this, not being fond, as I have * 
often said, of public speaking; but the lecturer had done his part so 
^thoroughly in describing the actual condition of the oil-fields, that 
when the chairman called upon me to speak 1 felt bound to 
express my deep personal obligation to Mr* Bed wood for the 
Tamable and solid information 1 had derived from his lips during 
the evening* The interest width which the many eminent chemists 
present had listened to the lecturer was kindly extended to myself, 
when I endeavoured to e^plam some of the chemical problems of 
Indian oils awaiting aolution, and 1 shall not be surprised if Mr. 
Redwood's able address does not lead many of the listeners to 
devote their attention to the development of the Indian industry. 
It was guTte clear from iho way they listened to him and clustered 

round nim a^rwurds that h& had awakened a new and keen in- 
torest in their miuda. And this U of extrotno importance, becatiflo 
the oiU of India being harder to manipulate than those of Amerioa, 
the chemist must work hand-in-haud with the BJngineer to ensure 
success to the Indian petroleum industry* 

[tbb bnb.] 
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T HIu name ot, UJiarles Marvin mnat continuD, during" tha 
present j^eDeratioiit tie be as closely allied with Central 
Asia ia the mind of the average Englishtnan, &b k tlmt of 
Stanley with Central Africa* It is tnio that Marvin can claim 
only to have fEmiUiaKsed his coutomporaries with the wild 
tracts lying to the north of AfgltanUtan and India, whilst 
feitanley, before writiny of the forest a and the great laho^ of 
Central Afriooi first Jidoovored them. But the general public 
do not make fine .distinctions* Let the claims of Professor 
Vambery, Prmco KrapotkinofMadmo-de Novikoflf, Mr* E* B, 
Laninor the host of other writers who have delivored their souls 
upon the ap[>iLrcntly mcxhanatihle topic of the Knasian advaneo 
in Central Asia, bo what they may^ Cliarloa Marvin haji, in recent 
yours, boon recognised on all bunds as the fir^t authority on 
that and‘kindred aubjects* The popular judgment ’was’'iiot, 
in my Opinion, mistaken* In addition to a/tliorongh knowledco 
of the Itusi^ian language and an intimate ae<|Uaintaiice "with the 
conditions of life ubbainiDg in the more romote districts owning 
Hnsaion sway, he possessed a fine discrimination of aharoc- 
tur, a power of logical deduction from certain aseortatued facts, 
and a keen appreciation of the results likely to arise from ea^ 
fresh political complication^ which are not often ibund con^ 
contratod in the same individuality* Marvin wat*, above all, a 
veritable Barnura, or Augustus Harris, in literature* H^kuow 
how to dress his communications so as to make palatable ; 

the mile en seknA of his work betrayed the spirit of the stage 
manager,' His books were timely and attractive, their titles 
well ^osen,. and their style couched in vigorous English well 

(^alouhited to draw a wide audience* cannot be denied that 

he at times twanged the long-bow of ibe political alarmist. But " 
he only exaggerated ; the suvea'est critic oo'iild never ticcuse him ^ 
of wilful misrepresentatiotL* It must be t^membered that he wrote 
for a 1 Lying, and when Russia and Afgtianistan^ General Ignatio^f and 
Colonel Alikhanoff, bud temporarily subsided iute the mists of tho 
deserts, whilst dynamite outrages and Whitechapel murders for the, 
moment held the £eld> he could^ha^ly be blamed tor re-awakening 
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the rigilEmce of Englishmen, hj telling ihovi tlmt BuBsi» was at the 
gates of Herat, or that India tvos in danger. Apart from thia 
tendanny to paint in bold oolotira, Bdarv'm was undoubtedly the 
greatest authority of bi-s age and genoration'< on the many and 
intricate questions connected with the oponing-up by Uuasia of 
the vague territory ^escribed indefinitely as Central Asia. In those 
mutters it is well tq ask how others see When, tliercforo. we *' 
find the best of Gontinontal and Trau»-Atl^tic opinion confiFin¬ 
ing this view of MaTvin^i position aa a writer, we may rest assured 
that there is some substantial ground for the Ciaim. The Vienna 
Freie Prisse and the Berlin ^eitung gave him this pre-emineneo ; 
the New York TVibung took a siniilin- view; whilst La France 
Militaire wrote:—** LWeupation r6conte dc Merv par ka Hnsses 
k proyoqnc en Angleterre, dans les joumaux publiques et dans 
los Chumbors, une agitation ties marqi^^o, dont Texpresaiou la 
mienx definio se troduit, k notre avis, par leadcrits de Id. Charles 
Marvin, lo voyagour et Vecri-vain* eti ces questions de la plus 
undeniable compitence.*' The Bussian press, in the face of the 
censor, have, os a rule, been discreetly silent on the merits of English 
criticistu of Russian affairs, but most of Marvin’s writings were very 
widely copied throughout the Char’s realtns whenever their nature 
permitted it, 

Charles Marvin^s early training peculiarly fitted him for the 
important imperial, though non-official, rolo, which he was 
afterwards destined to fill ' in connection with the delicate 
relations betiveen England and Russia on the Afghan frontier. 
At the age of sixteen he accompanied his father, when the 
latter was appointed to a position in Baird's great engineering 
wor^ on the Neva. Here were constracted the engines of the 
fvtnouabut “ useless Pspofkas and the ironclad Pffer the Gre^tf 
a number of torpedo boats and river steamers, gun carriages 
for tbo army and navy, cartridges, and the thousand-and-ono 
munitionB of war turned out from Buch eatablishmente. Mr, 
Marvin came into contact at one time or another with most 
of the leading men. i It Russia; and naturally^ his observant and 
quick-witted sou not slow to improve upon the official 

acquaintanceship thus forined. Another incident, valuable to 
his future career; was tba close relations whioh existed between 
him and the family of (volouel Voljkoffj of the Imperial 
Cuirassiers of the Guard, who also had the honour to command 
the Empress's Body-guard. Colonel VolykofiTs son and young 
Marvin were, a la mode educated tegethetf and spent 

several years as student companions, i either living in 8k 
Feterabnrg, or on the family estates at IVimboff, or travelling 
about -the country; In 4875^ When 21' yetuv of IfarriEi 
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tame to London to' «am & living in literature, and, of course, fail^. 
tfo he took to copying for Government, and tbis haphazard choice 
of a means of livelihood determined the bent of hb after lifop It 
was whilst ^employed in the Treaty Department of the Foreign 
Office in May, 1878, that he came into possession of the famous 
Secret Treaty between Bussia-and England, the publication of 
‘ which led to such ap outbreak of indignaticyi in England and 
cdnsed ekcliing scenes in the Honses of Parliament, Marvin was 
not, 1 believe, guilty pf an absohite breach of faith in giving the 
mformation to' tHb but it was certainly an indiscretion, and 

he further erred'in his unsparing denunciation of Lord Salisbury 
when the latter persisted in hia denial of the accuracy of tho 
summary Y>ublishra by the newspsy^er. The affair reflected credit 
upon neither Lord Salisbury nor MarVid, but it ceftolply gave the 
latter a deci ded impulse in the direction of wntlng upon Bnssia and 
the Btissiaus. An ilj-advised Government prosecution, which 
failed, caused Marvin to indulge in an equally ill-advbcd booh. 
Our Public Offices,” which also failed. Having tliijs had, the 
rough corners rubbed off by adversity, Marvin then really entered 
the literary arena, and volume succeeded volume, alternating with 
the well-known yellow pamphlets and letters to the newspapers, 
until he hod advanced himself to the front rank, of his, proiession* 
But iny proseat purpose is not to write his. biography, 1 have 
only giventhis brief skotcl^ of his career to demonstrate his fltnesB 
for arriving at sound decisions upon matters oif vital interest to 
Euglzsbineu, and especially to Englishmen in India, 

In 1880 I met Marvin at one of the well-known five o'clock 
teas given by Mr»Joseph Gowen^ M. P,, in the office of the 
caHle Chronicle* At these light but classic repasts every one in 
the North of England connected with literature or the press 
in an appearance when in Newcastle ^ and, at that time, Marvin 
had just completed a series of most int^esting and yeinjirkable 
*‘iutorviews ” with Bushian political celebrities^ to oWin which 
Mr, Cowen had specially commissioned him to' go to Russia, 
The general coAversation turned upon a rpmark made by 
General Annenkoff to the effect that the Afghan frontier dispute 
would never bo properly settled until Russia and England bad 
jointly consteueted a good railway through Afghanis tan* Lord* 
Hftr ting ton, in a recent speech, had laughed at the project^ and 
declared the Russian Military Engineer to bea foolish fellow*^'. 
It is not,” said Marvin, General Anuenkeff who is foolish^ but 
the British public, in its childish treatment of HussiUf Whkt d«j 
Englishmen expect Euasiaus to do ? The necesaitiea of the case 
compel them to constantly attack and bring into subjection the 
nomad tribes on their southern and south-eastern borders. We might 
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aa'well ospoct England to leave tlie runjab alone aa imagine that 
Russia pun roaist advancing alone the Cancasaa, or into the lands 
of the Tekko Turkomans* Englishmen cannot or will not under- 
Btand this primary factor in (^/cntral Aslan a^irs. Bnssia is the 
only power there cutlironedf and all the little places round abont 
fly to her like needles to a magnet. Whether they like it or not, 
they go. Look lieio”—he went on, addressing those who were in ■ 
his immediate circlo^ and placing his finger 6n a map of Asiatic 
Rnasia and the udjoining countries, which was affixed to the wall— 
^^in a very few years there will be a line of callway acrosi the desert 
frora'thc Caspian to Merv. and then stretclung upwards by Samar- 
khand and Bokhara to a junction with tlio Bibcnan Railway, which * 
will follow the general direction of the great Military Road through 
Tomsk to Vladivostock* It simply remains to he seen^iow long too 
stupidity of Englishmen will prevent the fej^mation ofa branch lino 
from Merv to the south, to join the Anglo-Indian lino to Uerat,^^ 

Now, at that time, T regret tosay^ I regarded Mr* Marvin as 
a visionary enthusiast* uud this viow was shared by many who 
heard him. But iJiere was somethirfg so earijust in his manner, 
not usually so damonstralive »s on this occasion, and there was 
such confidence in histone, thot the ’words were at once deeply 
impressed on my memory, and although 1 have no wriileii notes of 
the conversation, the sen ton cos 1 have quoted are practically 
verlfatim et titeratimj oven to tho eJEoctitude of the slight verbal 
mistake which placed t^aniarkhand before Bokhara* He ^ave it 
then as his oninion Uiat the railway he spoke of, and whieli was 
actually at that moment tinder consideration in St* Petersburg, 
would start on the eastern shore of the Caspian at Krasnovoilsk, 
and turning south hy the Na]dlia Hills, proceed vid Chat, on the 
Atrek River* behind tho Kojict Dag Mountains, to Shir van and 
CSiehishti, thence travelling east to Dooshah and Merv* By this 
route he deemed it possible to avoid most of the fearful desert 
iraverfled subsequently by Qeueral Annon^pfTs railway Wialions.^ 
Tlie event of the next few months gave the first signs of fulfilment 
to this remarkalde prophecy. The final AkhaU Tekke expedition 
wus undertaken by Skobcleff in the latter port of 18fi0, and, in 
January, 1881, Geok Teyjo was .carried by storm. To further the 
progress of stores and military equipmoDt for the army, General 
' Annenkofif constructed the first 140 miles of the line now known 
as tho Transcaspian Railway, though, as a mutter of fact, the rails 
were of little use for the actual purposes of the expedition, the 
first section to Kizil Arvat not being completed until December in 
the latter year* Marvin was proved to be right so far. It is true 
that the terminus of the lino was fixed at Oozoon Ada* in place of 
Kroenovodsk, and the direct route across the desert was taken, thus 
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bringing the alignment farther north than he expected ; but the 
object Twas the f$ame. namely, the nearest possible point to India, 
A curious verification of his belief in KragnoTodak being the 
most suitable starting fvo4nt on the Caspian for the line came 
to hand only a few months ago in the shape of Mr, George 
i^obson’s book, ‘^Kussia’s Huilway Advance into Central Asia.*’ 
^ Herein that undoubteil authority on Kussian afifiyrs—he lias been for 
many yeixrs tho correspondent in Bt, Petersburg—says, after 

discussing the somowhat gigantic profeet for diverting tho waters of 
the Amu Ubrya tho Cuepian ;—“A far more pressing question, 
about which there has been a good deal of discnsHion, is the uldvia- 
ability of transferring the starting'point of the Tmnscaapian Kail- 
way from Qozoon Ada to Krasiiovodsk, on account of the deeper 
Water and hotter aceominodation Jbr stpamers at the latter placjo,’* 
This projjnsal jias novt been indefiniUdy shelved, owing to the 
great expense necertsarily atlcndant njjon such u change^ but 
the fact that, after a lufso of neatly u decade, it is still thought 
worthy of debate, demonstrates Mr, Marvin's foresight in 
naming Krusnovodsk as tho^ most suitable locality, long before 
the Russian punitive force had been formed to ^jcnetrate 
tho M erv oasiH, How far, in otlicr respects, has liis scheme 
remained an fulfil led ? Thoro is not a groat deal wanting, Tho 
Transeaspiau line is now 900 miles in length, an<l hiis reachod Satnar- 
khand ; the latest tclcgra|jLic news from Russia shows that tho 
next l^udgct will contain provision ibr a Bibcrian railway and 
other lines, wliioh I will mention labor on, and oven the Govem- 
ment of India have arlvanced their rails to Ohaitmn, wliioh is not so 
very far from Kandahar, 

Tlio dovelopment of railways in Central Asia—Russia to 
tho Cast anil south, iCngLiiuii to the north—contains tho gon& 
of the filial settlement—whether it bo pacific or otherwise no 
man can tell—of tho vexed questions which have haunted tho 
past and present generations of Russian and English statfesmen, 
and have engaged the constant attention of tho military leaders of 
both countrios. To this matter Marviu devoted btmself contmuaUy, 
Every phase of railway enterprise iu either direction found him 
constantly on tho alert, and he was qnidk to observe the manner in 
which the new departure altered prior conditions. Thug, in July, 
1888, whilst treating of Russia's constant progress towards India 
by rail, he wrote:—**If Russia asked England to extend the 
Indian ^stom to Herat* this would be a frank avowal of her 
relinquishment of territorial designs on Afghanistan, Russia in not 
likely to do this, for once her railway communications with Meshed 
are complete, she will be able to render Herat difficult for either 
Amir or Viceroy to control, unless England wisely pushes on a 
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taSway to Herat whilst Rosiia'a handfl are* to a certain extent, tied 
in Europe, and several links in the Moscow-Meshed line of 
comrnunioatioTiB remain incomplete/' Here we have the key 
to Marvin's English policy for the freatment of' the Central 
Asian-difficultIf an Indian line ran into Herat^ our preeent 
trade disputes with the Amir of Afghanistan would disappear. 
There would be littlia uae in the Kabul potentate levying a duty of^ 
£6 on each camel-load of goods h passing through the Pesha'rf'ar 
Pass, when the same articles could- be (vonv^ed hj and from 
Kandahar, from Lahore or Quetta, for as miny smllings or rupees, 

I >1 

In order that the far-reaching nature of the proposal to connect 
Calais and Calcutta bjr' rail may be thoroughly realised, I purpose 
to go into the matter in some detail, though it is not possible in the 
space - at command to do .more than mewly glance at the salient 
points, M. Ferdinand !de Lesseps was.the hrst man to place on 
paper a thoroughly practical scheme for the constructiati. of the 
entire lino- The total distance to be covered was 7,500 miles, 
and existing European lines would bp ntiliaed aa far as Orenburg. 
From Orenburg to Samarkhand the rails would be laid by Huesia, 
and from Samarkhand to Peshawar by England. The Jtaasians, 
who knew Central Asia; and who were acquainted with the 
commercial and political advantages sure to aoorue from the 
establishment, of tne railway, welcomed the idea with avidity ; 
the English, who did not -know Oentral Asia, and. whose 
acquaintancei with its trade capacities was very limited indeed^ 
scouted it. Nevertheless M. de Lesseps went to work, formed 
the inevitable society in Paris, and finally despatched a party 
of French engineers to India to survey the ground from the 
English side. When they reached the Afghan frontier, they 
tftre politely, but firmly, iold from Simla that they must go 
bach, M brd Granville was afraid that England might, by 
their j^tion, become involved with the turbulent apirita across 
the border. By this magnifioent exhibition of Fabian taettce, 
England has seemingly for over lost her chance of gainii^ a 
retally strong foothold in the great marts of Turkomania, Next 
came tbe Akhal Takke, campaigns, which caused General 
Annenkoff to throw bis steel road across the desert, and, later; 
,the Penjdeh incident, followed by the further progress of tho 
line towards the Gate of India,. The insurmountable diffi¬ 
culties which led that shrewd statesman. Lord HartingboiL 
io term the Russian soldier engineer ** a foolish fellow," 
vanished before tbe breath' of the steam en^ne; and the wild 
desert, which was to have for ever engnCed rails, stations^ 
rolUng-stook, a*)d telegraph wires, in one night's storm, has 
proved so far tractable that trains run now from Oozoon Ada 
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to Samarkhand vrith muGh re^larit^r as from- CTannon Street 
to OhariDg Orosi (1 ani afraid tbat the simile ia not my o^n, 
and 1 cannot remember at the motneut whether it should be 
credited to Marvin or «some other writer^ but it is forcibly 
true)* But it is not Uie face of nature alone that has been con¬ 
quered. Bear how a late traveller in that district, Mr. W, T. Stead, 
* deseribes the task which Russia has accomplished;—The opening 
of the Central Asian* Railway took place on Sunday, May 27tiij 
1S88, or, as the Rnssiau calendar nos on May 15tli* It ia 
a great f^t^ -of'whiclr the Buitsians have good reason to be 
proud, whether regarded from the point of view of the sUtes- 
man or the engineer. It seems but the ■ other day that the 
tract of territory through which the railway passes was haunted 
by 08 fiereob and untractable a set of man-stealers and mur¬ 
derers ns ever plagn$ii the world. Por centuries die border¬ 
land between Persia and Turhistan> hod been the unhappy 
hnuting'-grouud of wild tribes whoso occupation was raplno, 

and who swept off the victims of their forays to be sold like 

cattlo in tlia great slave mart of Merv. ^ 

For a i.liousflua miles right into the heart of the mysterioua 
Central Asian regionSf the Russian military engineer has ibrnet 
bis wonder-working poiullel rails; and it Is possible at this 
moment to reach the' tomb of Tamerlane, in the heart of Southern 
Tartary, njoe days after leaving St. Petersburg/* 

Two years ago Marvin called general attention to certain 
conferences between the Russian Minister of Railways, Admiral 
Poasiette, and the Governor of the Caucasus, Prince Don* 

Jukoff-Korsakoff, which evidently had for their object the 
extension of the Russian system Into Persia and towards 
India. '^In this country*^^ (England), be wrote, '^public apathjr 
is complete. Since the death of Sir William Andrew, who 
advocated the Euphrates Railway for more than quarter of 
a century, no one has concerned himself any further* about 
that route l and, in spite of occasional rumours, the projects of 
a railway through Asia Minor, from Constantinople to tho 
Persian Gulf and India, have dropped almost eutirely into the 
background.*’ No such sluggishness *or indifference was risible; 
he pointed out, in the ' actions of Ihe Hussion authorities.. 
Three separate theses were presented to them for solution by 
the advocate of the Persian route:—JV'rjt, how the connection 
between the CaucafiUB and Russia and the rest of Europe was 
to be shortened; tecondfy^ how to extend the Russo* Gaucasian 
avBteni into Persia; and, how to bring about a junction of 

these lineB with those in the north-west of India, and thus, says 
Marvin “ defeat all rival attempts to ^ tap the land traffic of tho 




CHARLES U4RVIM, 


4ft2 


E&sL'* It was not uUogothor patriotio or orudantial modres which 
inspired the promoterri ol' the SioiOovf*Tsaritzin-Meshed route* 
Jeulousy of the imnaoufte 3iiooes» gamed hy, an I Imperial 
favour shown to^ d-eneral AuncnkoCF, partly aceouuted for 
their zeal. The Tran^aspiau, or, m it Is more geographically 
conyenieut to call it, the Central Aiiau line^ whi^ attract¬ 
ed so much notice, was the creation of the Ru^siau War 
Department, and the civil authorities had’had nothing what¬ 
ever to do with it* The interest which was wout to bo centred 
in the Caucasus had been tran-^forrcd to the other side of the 


Caspian, and something had to ho done to recall tho wander¬ 
ing a0bctioD9 of tlie Czar, whoso passion seems to lie in the 
territorial aggrandisement of Russia. Owing to the pas^iivo 

E osition of England, no complete sahomo could formulated* 
ut the rivU projectors were at full Ubertj to discuss their 
plans, the dctaihi of which iVlarvin speedily placed his fellow 
countrymen in possession of. With tlib Transcaspian route 
we arc already familiar, but the alternative aiignmorkt rec^uires 
the reproduction of Mr* Marviu s dcsoription, which, it my 
readers will only take the trouble fo trace it out on a map,* 
will be soon recognised ns the only actual land route between 
Calais and Oalcutta, avoiding the shipment O' i^assengers and 
goods across the Caspian Sea. It follows the line selected 
by Napoleon for his contemplated Ifra^ico-llu^sian iuva-iion of 
India, and traverses the Caspian provinces of Persia and ICuorassart* 
At present the railway system of Russia penetrates suuth as 
far as Vladikavkaz, at the foot of the Caucasus range, which 


Russia would have liked to tunnel long ago, but could not do so 
for want of means* Tocouiploto oonuection with the Transcusphin 
line, the railway is now being ex; tended to Petrovsk on tho western 
H^ral of the Caspian* Here the Ooaoon-Ada*Merv-Kandahar people 
would stopp bat the Oaucasian people say: No ; avoid the 

passage of the Caspian by carrying the line from Yladikavicia to 
TiEis, ever the Caucasus by way of the Dariel Pass, and thus not only 
aoclire a land routs without interruption, but also penetrate into a 
fertile country, and form a junctLon with the existing lines from 
Batoum and Poti on the Block Sea to Baku on the Cuspian.” 
Peter the Olreat is credtteH with many more things than his 
apocryphal will, which has always been a sort of Sybillme scroll 
'to the Government of India, and, among others, he is said to have 
exclaimadp after the capture of Baku : ** Wo have won the key of 
the Caspian. Yonder”—pointing towards Astorabod and Herat— 
lies the road to India*” Tho main line of tho proposed railway 
need not run into Baku—and here I may incidentally note that, 


* SflA froalispiece* 
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itL Janaafj of the preaeui ^ear, formal sanction waagiron in St. 
Petersbnrg for the construction of the Yladikavkaz-'Hflis soctlon. 
It would probably proceed straight to Hosht and Asterabod* The ro* 
maindor of therunteHeratfVt'A Moahod^ wgnld be pretty plain Bailiog} 
whilst an excellent igricultural and stock-growing country ia tra'* 
versed in Persia and Ktiorassan, Taking Oo^soon Ada and Asterahad 
^9 two pointg otjnidiiftaat front Moscow, oa the opposing routes, 
and not forgetting tbat^ before Oozoon Ada is reached, tbo Caspian 
must be crossed by steaiaar, the projects work out res[^ecHvely as 
follows:—'Oozoon A.ia* bo Askabad, 300 miles; Asliiibad to 3a- 
rakhs, 200 miles; 3arakhs to Pul-j-khatuu, 40 luiles; Ful'i-khatun 
to Khombon, 7f> miles ; and Kbombon to Kurat, 113 milesr or a 
total ot 72^ nuies. On the other liand, from Aslarubai to Bndjnurd 
is 162 miles; Budjnurd to Kutchaa, OG miles; Kubuhau to Meshed, 
93 miles; and Meshed icf Herat, 223 miles; or a total of iliGl miles, 
Marviu^s latest views on the entire question may be summed up in 
a word. Uo tlid net l>oliovo that Uussia will just yet attempt to 

5 uah on any Uue through Afghanistan to India, bat that she will 
ovote her energies to “ com^iluting hoc own commuuicatioas botwoon 
Moscow and Merv, and esfablishing railway iutorcourse with 
Meshed,*’ 

When inter vie wed not long ago on the prospootg of the Anglo- 
Bussian Junction Railway, OojKn^al AnneukofF said 

“ It ftU depends upon England, an! the construction of a lino 
througl^ Kandahar to Herat. If that were done, I would under- 
take to deliver the reliefs, officers and men, for the Iridiun Army 
at Kandahar in nine days after leaving Ijondon.^’ Of course the 
go*ahead Qoncral meant tfiat ha would perforin tliis feat^which may 
occur some time when the lion lioi down with the 1 imb—after the 
neceaaary links of rail an tlie Russian bide are hnished, and this, as 
I have already pointed out, is rapidly being done. 

When it was observed that the cost of transit would render the 
relief of the British garrison in India, i^id Moscow and Oentraf Asia, 
too expensive a luxury save in war time, when it might he impossible, 
he made this noteworthy reply that caseyour route would be the 

Canadian Faeihc, or th-^ Qttpe, not vid Suez. But why should there be 
war. I am the host friend that HnglanJ has, I assure you. Our in¬ 
terests in Central Asia are exactly the sam^, aud the more business , 
there is done the batter. There is no opposition of iatare.^t between 
as ; for we ara so diffiorent. But wa must partition Afghanistan. Of 
that there is no doubt, I had Captain Y^ate and Mr, Peacock 
staying with me at Tchardjui for some day9^ aud we di'ic^ussed the 
qaestion thoroughly. We all came to th^ aama conclusion. There 
is no ether way out of it. You mast take one part, and we will 
take the other,—by amicable arrangement, of course; a quarrel is 
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out^f tbe *I c^n Veil Imtitgine Mr« M^inriTi regarding 

GenoTal Annenkoff a man and » brother, had he heard 
him deltvet those eafitimente* That they ^meet Marvin's own 
views cannot " be doubted, ahd had ,English statesmen been 
inclined to follow his advice, we should now have had a fairlj firm 
grip on Bokhara and ISamarkhand, so that Annenkoff's partition 
scheme would have^ibeeti nnneGessary^ Marvin was ever and unon 
urging his eountryuten to trtke more interest in the affairs of our' 
Northern and !North>lVestem Indian frontiers. One of the last 
public letters he wrote, dating only a few .weeks ,before his death, 
pointed out the facilities offered by Baluchistan for,B^t^lsh enterprise 
and British capital, which wore being lavished in South America 
and elsewhf^re, but persistently withheld from the latest additions 
to the Indian Empire. Eoglishmen in tho^^e iriattora are alowet 
than their neighbours, and, taking into consideration' the fact that 
they are the best and most successful colonists the world bos ever 
seen, it cannot be denied in some rospects that the policy 
is a good one, BcBidos, it must not be I'orgotteu that, although 
Hussio has made great stritles in Central, Asia, sha has only 
given a ineuagerio-traiuiag as yet to the human specimens of 
ferce naturw she Jbiind there. The nomadic tribes, it is true, are 
beginning to settle down, urn! wlilUt the raiik'-and-»filc still live 
in iheir ki/nikaj or tents, the Klians have coinmcnced to build 
hrlck liouses for their own uccommodatioii. TJio j-jiilwajs, and 
stations, and telegraph wires, witli regular arrival and' de]mrttlro 
of trains, and freitunnt tics patch of po$U, all seem to ^int to 
civilization, but there is notlling behind all tiiiSp Women ore atill 
sold as articles of merchandise, and a very handsome wife can be 
bought for £ 150—rather a high yirice, some people might thiuk* An 
excessive immorality prevails, which is only fostered by the Russians, 
wad, to put it plainly, though tho dominant race can govern well, 
tbey do not do much to humanize or improve those subject to tlioir 
eway. The Hon. George N. Curzon. M. P*,iii his book on “Husaia 
in (Jeiftfal Asia in 1880,” thus forcibly describes Huasian policy in tho 
wide spheres of education, manners, religion, and moralsi-^-^VThore 
seems to be altogether lacking that moral impulse which induces 
unselfish or Christian exertion on behalf of a subject people. Brood and 
statesman dike achemes for Oie material development of the country, 
^for tho umelioration of the condition of tbo natives, for ibvir 
adaptation too higher order of things, are either not entertained, 
or are crushed out of axistenoe by the superior exigoncios of a 
military viffims. Barracks, porta, military roods, railway stations, 
post and b^egraph offices, the necessary adjuncts of Government^ 
abound ; but the institutions or buildings that speak a people’s 
progress have ^et to appear* Hence, while there may exist the 
trani^mllity anaing from peaceful aiid concUiatory combination, 
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tli6T0 is notilie harmony tliat can result only from inal ooflloflcence I 
Henco Englishmen have It*tie need to fear contrast botwe^ Hnssinn 
rule in TuTkomania^ and British rnie in India :^the ono is powerful 
on the surface, the othcr^hai not only the srablance but the reality 
of strength. 

When tho doy^ comes that wo do join the Bussfan rails 
* at Kandahar, it will ’wholly for onr benefit iiixomniereial progreas. 
The richest marts of the East—Bokhara and Bumarkhand^and the 
whole of the prtHluotI’ve region lying away towurds Mantchiiria will 
be, to some oifeij^ bi ought 'within our rradi and there ^lonhl be a 
golden fuUiro for British trade iu that direction/^ Meanwhile ’we 
should uol forget, ilie advanced Unssioti view of the ^jnestioii* which 
Marvin eonsiantJy ke]jt in tho i'oregronud* Sliortly after tJie Pcnjdch 
ineidoi.t, a fciii* PeU-rshiirg ini]ier ]aii the following pertiiant rjuery:'— 
A conjdo more Pcnflehs ard Mahvaiids^ and wdiero ’would ho 
British rule in India wliilat the AViv^ a very popular non-political 
weekly ilUii-tialed jmper, when jaiblis^hing a t'crieh cd sketche?* of the 
Central Asian Ihiilway. headed ilieni On tho Bond to IndU."' 
Blarvin }iithi]y ptit ihe sitniilioii inlo a te\v ^enfenccb : “ In spite of 
all that has hi cu wriilen on ihe siihject, ftw Englishmen have got 
as far yi I as to eK]jeet that Indki. will be jomed to Europe by a 
railw’ny iu their liletime. On ihe other hand, the riiissians look 
■ Tipou it us siniplv a mutter of two or three years. While tho British 
public still mixes and muddles the vaj-t. steppes and deserts of 
Turki^tein and the lofty passes of the lliiahi Kliush wit!) the short 
routes and easy roads of the region between Merv and Quetta, tlxo 
liussiaus Ihorouglily undcrslanU the insignificance of tho Afghun 
barrier, and aro convinced that, at no distant date, the overland 
trade of India must again traverse the (^uppiun on its way to Europe.** 
But there is another disturbing element, in addition to the evf^- 
present thought in Ihe Jlussiim's inmost brf^astn that some day he 
may be enabled to pounce upon India. On the Afghan frontier 
there arc located in command fscvcral of Ihu most able and* ambi¬ 
tious officers in the Itupsian service. Eoremost among Iheso is 
Colonel Alikhanoff, who is the strongest and cleverest official in 
Tranecaspia. Ho is fully persuaded ihut, hy tlje aid of Persia and 
Afghanistan, he can make a futnre for hinisolf, ami it wdil not ho 
his fault if the necessary disturbances in tluit. direction aro delayed 
to a period when they will he of little use to him, 

Tho prolongation of the Bussian line to Tiffis, and itb certaiu 
future extension to ilcshed along the route 1 have previously in¬ 
dicated, mean that Northern Persia boa for ever passed tinder 
BuEsian influence. Why should not Ingknd, or rather the 
Government of India, lake steps to eecure Southern Persia for 
Britiish trade? Forcmoit among many etninent n liters, Marvin 
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has often directed England's gaze to Persia and the Karim rirerj 
the history of which must always be bound up with the reoordfi of 
Uussiu and Enghtud in Central Asia* Hera there is a magoidoent 
field for our oocnmerolnl enterprise if we stir before It is too late, 
and nerve the Persians to rescue tlieiuselves and their fine country 
from the fate which they seem to regard as inevitable, that of be^ 
coming a Russian province* This, again^ opens up a wide arena ^ 
for argumentative c<Snmcut, but I must now bfiefiy deal with what 
1 regard as the La^t ph^tiie ol' Marvin's connection with Central 
Asia, namely^ the (iroat Siherian hailway.' ' $■ 

Like the line to Samarkliniul, which was spee<lily decided' 
nporXi the Czar tUd not take long to oonaidcr when the project of 
connecting biuropoan itussia with Vjadivostoak in Eostorn Siberia 
was broached. Although it ineaiiL the construction of a railway 
4,001) miles in leugUi. and the pent lit, lu'e of about 40 millions 
sU^ling, the Czar briefly wrote five ycar^ ago at the top of a 
desfiatch to his muiistors^ “Let a railway bo built across Siberia— 
the sliorfcost possiblo.’^ But iiussia is not rich, sg she h.ul to wait 
from Iddfl niitil 181)1 hefovo any gen/iiue nttohipt could be made 
to put the Cziii^'s mundiito into force* At jirosent the Russian 
lines extend to N'ijni Novgorod, famous for its fair, and theuoe the 
travoUor goes Ijy sLeamgr down thy River Vol^a and up the River 
■ Kama to the town of Perm. Joining the line again, a mu is made 
across the Ural mounhiins through Ekatorinbnrg to Tinmtn* From 
this point tli>^ great internal river uavigatiou of t^iberia bcgiES, aud 
steamers carry tho traveller 1,8d0 miles further, to Tomski thui in 
a circuitous manner following the Uiio of the trakhCf or po.st road, 
the Via Holorosa of modorn yearg^ along which so many thousand 
political convicts liEive paissed to the hopelessness and void of 8iberia« 
There is a southern route urn Oroahurg, but it is not much used. 

The Groat Russiau Pacific Railway^ however, will run about 
midway botwoeu these lines. The section from Samara, on the 
Volga, *1110 starting-poiut, to Uhi in the Urals, has already been 
laid^ and runs througu a beautiful country, iliflarvin not lon^ since 
indulged in a prophecy concerning this railway^ in uTUpUfication of 
that which I hoEird him utter in Newcastle, He said i—The aVisO'lute 
route throughout has uot yet been decided upon In all its details, 
^but the fob owing are the points believed to be favourable—Ufa, 
Zlatioust, Tcheliab, Kurgau, the southern port of the Ishem district, 
Omsk, Tomsk, Lake Baikal (landiug sta^e), the upper course of the 
Oldura or Ura, the Upper Ainoor gmd-fields, the middle part of 
the River Central Burein, Little Khingan^ Khabarovka on the 
Amo or, the Ussuri Valley, and Vladivostook." The ofl&cial plans 
have notj so far as 1 am aware, been published, though Reuter 
lecently telegraphed that the oonBtruetloa of the line would this 
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year bo actually uudertc^ken; but^ whon they do appear, it Tirill be of 
luuch interest to note how far Marvin wasj correct in his forecast. 
Ho very aptly de&cribofl tbiB line a® between St. Petersburg and 
Pekin/' It ia in fact dtfeignod to tap the inland trade of China 
on tbo one band; wbtUt, on the other, it consolidates the Rusatan 
grip on the Pacific littorul. The yoar lhW8 lias been fixed upon by 
Marvin u« the date which will seo this litst ant^^greatest of Uussia s 
irorka ticcompHshod* Andtlieu— noH$ v^rnm^ (jne 
Russia and Canada ’^iU bcfinmc near ueighbotira, and further com- 
plicutionsj may eAsuo. Marvin, howeverj ^avo it aa his lateat and 
moat maiurud opinion that, in the lamentahle ovont of a war between. 
England and Roj^sia, tlie real scene oJ'action will bft the Helmund, 
and it is to the progress of our ^Miaroditiiry foo^* in that dircctLon 
that we shoald pay tnoi^t att'eiitiori. It is not within the scope of 
the ])reseut article to iM|uire what has been done, or is under con* 
teniplatioii, by the Goyerntneut of India and tlie Homo authorities 
to arm again H the evil ilay, rihould lI ever arrive, when the Jiritish 
and Mu'icovitc armies will meet at the gates of Herat. Nor can 1 
branch off into discd'jaion of the groat aervices rendered by the 
de[iiLrtecJ [ournalij^t to triido circles by his adnilmblc judgmcTit upon, 
tbo mineral oil snpfilios of Clauuda, tlio Oaspiau, Bnrma, ani Balu* 
cbistan. I have endeavuurufl to jot down, iu a eursory inaniior, I 
four, some few impressions of tho gi'cat liglii thrown upon the 
erstwhile darkest portion of Ashi by oiu^ who tliorougldy niiderstood 
tho in Any problems ho no dor took to ohicl date. Though only in the 
full vigour of manhood wlieu stiicl^ea down, Marvin had already 
uchiovi!^ much. He hufl toiled hard uud distntorestcdly, ever 
holiliu^ the advantage of England before his eyes, and a place &ia* 
not be deniod him amoug the honoured list of Rritoas who have 
i>crved their country well and faithfully. 


LOUIS TRACY, 
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